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CIRCUSES: 





Vaude's Resurgence Spreads to Film HIPP IN ROY 
Studios on Rebound From Stage, Radio 


+ 


ON B WAY 





PARKING LOTS 








Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

The longer time goes on, the more 
it seems likely that the guy who said 
they never come back must have 
been thinking about shirts from the 
laundry. Anyhow, it couldn’t have 
been vaudeville, and its people. 

Meaning (a) the people who were 
headliners 15 years ago and (b) the 
standard vaudeville routines—long 
kept in camphor but now being hung 


out for an airing—are apparently as | 


good as new. This has been seen on 
the stage in New York, with ‘Priori- 
ties of 1942’; in Chicago and Holly- 
wood, and with the George Jessel 
unit, on tour, 

It has been heard on the air, via 
the ‘Star Spangled Vaudeville’ of 
the Fleischmann hour, with Walter 
O’Keefe using famous old time acts, 
with the original routines, for a 
Sunday evening presentation. And 
now it’s to be seen, heard and en- 
countered in the films. 

There’s a little of it in a picture 


called ‘The Hard Way,’ at Warners. | 


However, this is a film, not of vaude- 
ville, but about it. There’s some 


Standard acts, too, being incorporated | 


in a picture Mickey Rooney is doing 
at Metro. But these are only timid 
(Continued on page 55) 





BOWES’ MUSICAL TO DO 
AN ‘ARMY’ FOR NAVY 


What Irving Berlin has done for 
the Army Emergency Relief with 
‘This Is the Army’ is Major Edward 
Bowes’ intention with a Broadway 
musical for Navy Relief. 

It’s understood that the amateur 
hour impresario is getting proper 
USN encouragement to further the 
idea, especially in view of the im- 





vt 





Hayes’ Boothe Play 


Saltzman and Fischer, Both 
From Paris, Have Con- 
tinental-Type, One or 2- 
Ring Circuses in View 





Helen Hayes has a new play by 
| Clare Boothe which she will prob- 
ably do this fall. 
| After being indifferent to radio 
| this fall, because of the strenuous- 
ness of her past season’s road tour- 
ing. Miss Hayes will most likely be 
back on the air also. 


HEATING PROBLEM 











| Harry Saltzman. European entre- 
7 L A TOURISM |preneur and most recently affiliated 
e | with Clifford C. Fischer, is organiz- | 
| ing a small. circus to play under | 
AY BE OKAY canvas on the Hippodrome parking | 

M lot at Sixth avenue and 44th street 
in New York City. Saltzman who | 
SAYS ) (’ booked the ABC (vaudeville) the- } 
atre in Paris, figures on a one or} 
4 a two ring show, in the Continental | 


fashion, that is more music hall than 
animal entertainment. 
Only bug holding up the promo- 
Jacksonville, Fla. Sept. 1. |tion is the lack of a priority rating 
Washington authorities were re-| for procuring the special heating 
ported here last week to have as-|equipment which will obviously be 
sured Mayor James M. Owens, Jr./necessary for canvas presentation. 
and Town Manager L. Trevette | Engineers are certain they can heat 
| Lockwood of Palm Beach that ade-/the arena but are having trouble in 
quate transportation facilities will | locating material. 
be available to accommodate a ‘nor- | 
mal’ movement of tourists to Flor- | 


(Continued- on page 63) 





Fischer has a similar idea for the 
parking lot back of the Roxy theatre 
at Broadway and 50th. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Revenue Dept. Rules Stars Can 
Deduct Bond Tour Expenses 





monn & 


Film stars and others engaged in 
bond selling activities throughout 
the country will be able to deduct 

Oscar Serlin wants to star Al Jol-.| all expenses so incurred in making 
son in a straight Broadway play. | their income tax returns, under a 

Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse ruling just made by the Internal 


are to work on the script, subject to mavens Dept. = 
the star’s approval. Some doubt had previously been 


expressed whether people in show 
| business should be allowed to deduct 


Jolson in Drama? 








|expenses ineurred in bond selling 
| |campaigns, with point being made 
that a $1 a year man in Washington 


| giving up all his time in Govern- 


ment service, was not permitted to 
do so. 
|- Under the ruling, however, ex- 


penditures made by individuals in 


4 9 |rendering services to the War Sav- 
ings Staff, including all branches, 
thereof, or Defense Savings Com- 


;mittees constitute allowable deduc- 
tions under Section 23 (0) 1 of the 
Code as contributions made for the 
use of the United States.’ 


CONEY ISLE’S WARTIME 


Glenn Miller’s recording of ‘Juke 
Box Saturday Night’ is not to ge 
released by Victor Records, because 
the company now fears antagonizing 
coin machine operators with the 
words ‘Juke Box.’ Meantime, Miller 
is using the arrangement, wherein TWILIGHT MARDI GRAS 
his singers and musicians imitate 
various recording names like Harry 2 
James, Ink Spots, etc., on theatre Brooklyn’s Coney Island will stage 
dates. its annual Mardi Gras despite dim- 

That the coin machine operators | out restrictions which have the 


. ; . famed seaside resort iooking like the 
(Continued on page 25) satay - 
pag inside of a ‘Tunnel of Love’ ride. 





Concessionaires have laid $12,500 on 








} 








the line to finance the event which 








“VMake It 
A Billion! 


will run from Sept. 14 to 21! 

Plans call for the usual baby 
parade, with war bond prizes, dur- 
ing daytime, with the big splurge 
coming at twilight when the floats 
will parade down Surf avenue 
lighted by low wattage bulbs fed 
from storage batteries. With mili- 
tary contingents set for the parade 
and an okay from Mayor LaGuardia 


pressive cash totals being rolled up the operators figure they can stage 
by Rerlin’s ‘Army’ show, which will @ fair replica of a Mardi Gras and 
quit Broadway Sept. 26 with some perhaps draw enough trade to close 
$800,000 in the till, and probably : he season with a good stake. Parade 
$3,000,000 in sight all told. - e vill have to wind up before 9 p.m 
a a rs) ell Do 4, It can run that long, due to the 
Hy ” - , $ comparatively high buildings along 
FI T S : ca é Surf avenue and the banners and 
onor Flag in limes 9q. The Rest.” ; bunting which will stifle the little 

. . ‘ 4@ Be ' ‘ P as >* 

or Showfolk in Service waco ael R > ogy 

~ a 


Show biz will soon honor its mem- 
bers in service, as well as remind 
laymen that show folk are in uni- 


form as well as active on the home} 
across | 


front, with a service flag 
Times Square at 45th Street. 
Jim Sautter, exec secretary of the 


* 


Salute to Our Heroes Month be- 












Is Any Agent Worth 
Waiting That Long For? 


St. Louis, Sept. 1. 








United Theatrical War Activities | : 7 ow, ee, sg he —_ _ 
Committee, is rounding up data gins with the pledge of each of # husband, William Coffran are the- 
4 3 ‘ se i atc "a¢ > 7. e 
from entertainment organizations, us to give the best we've got to f eer pe yo gy ogy we whe yf 
unions and corporations, and organ- . hti Sewn! dusing 3 ospital last week from fatigue suf- 
izing a committee to handle the the “30 fighting days uring ; j fered while waiting in a local book- 
event. Plans call for a 25c limit on which America will buy bonds 7 ing office. Cops were called at -~ 
contributions, to give everyone a “to honor every Mother’s son in / Theatrical Exchange in the Arca e 
stake in the flag which won't cost. ’ % building, downtown, and found Mrs. 
more than about $400 service.” . Coffran in a state of collapse. After 
Civic execs have okayed the 3 being put to bed for several hours 
location for the flag Shieh wil have ta she was able to return to her hotel. 


a totalizer attachment to permit an 
accurate weekly total of the number 
of show people in uniform. 





Let’s Make the Axis Never Forget to “Remember September” 


Coffran did not tell the gendarmes 
how long he and his wife had waited 
in the office. 
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Room at Plaza, Chance to Finish S.A. 


Epic, All Welles Wants Out of Life 





By MORI KRUSHEN 


All Orson Welles wants out of life 
is enough expense money to be able 
t> live at the Plaza hotel, New York, 
and to finish his Brazilian picture 
‘Its All True.” He doesn’t care 
whether he does the latter for 
or some other studio. 
may tie in with the office 
Co-ordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs either in radio or picture pro- 
duction designed to consolidate 
hemispheric solidarity. For the mo- 
ment, however, ‘It’s All True,’ which 
he fondly calls ‘my’ picture, is his 
major obsession. 

‘It’s All True’ is only about .ur- 
fit.hs finished, at a cost in coin and | 
foe tage greater than Welles, just re- 
turned from Brazil, cared to re-| 
member. And the Mexican bull fight 
scene still has to be shot. Welles 
declaimed in oracular fashion that 


‘my picture,’ always emphasizing the | 


‘must be saved from the 
of clumsy studio execs.’ 


possessive, 
clutches 


Welles is determined not to let any-| 


one other than himself at RKO or! 
elsewhere tamper with his brain- 
child on pain of legal action to force 
the studio to live up to a contract} 


which allegedly calls for two more | 


pictures from him. 
‘After all,’ said Welles, 
American public is just 
t» have it proved to them that 
Hollywood can’t do anything bet- 
ter than ‘A Night in Rio.’ I’ve got 
to make that picture in the inter- 
ests of pvan-Americanism, to keep 
faith with Brazil, justify the con- 


‘the South | 
waiting 


fidence of the U. S. Government in | 
the undertaking and for the sake of | 


the movies.’ 
Oh, to Live at the Plaza 
In order to achieve his 
Welles points out that he 
want anything but expense money 
(enough to live at the Plaza if he 
wants to). Dismissing Charlie 


Kceerner’s action in pushing Welles’ | 


Mercury Preductions off the RKO 


RKO} 
After that he) 
of the, 


purpowe | 
doesn’t | 


7 





vr 


That Was Pre-WPB 





Reported that Orson Welles 
has shot over 75,000 feet of film 
for ‘It’s All True,’ in Brazil, of 
which Charles Koerner has said 
he could figure on using about 
3,000 feet, from accounts. 

Technicolor scenes showing 
mixed dancing, from the RKO 
distribution standpoint, cut the 
market for the film in 14 south- 
ern states. 


DEDICATE RELIEF FUND’S 
‘COUNTRY HOUSE SEPT. 27 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
Motion Picture Relief Fund ap- 
|} pointed a committee, representing 
‘all branches of the industry, to ar- 














of the Fund’s Country House at 
| Woodland Hills, Sept. 27. 

Committee consists of Jean Hers- 
holt, Ralph Morgan, Y. Frank Free- 
}man, Sol Lesser, Walter Wanger, 
| Walter Johnson, Huntley Gordon, 

Casey Roberts, Albert Criz, Mary C. 
34 Jr. Arch Reeve, Frederick 
Richards and Irving Pichel. 


A.&C. Aiding Burlesque 


Comic, Derita, in H’wood 





| 
| ed 
| Cleveland, Sept. 1. 
Joe Derita, 
| comedian, is taking a dual flyer into 


| Hollywood with aid of George 
Young, his business agent and opera- 
tor of local Roxy. Latter placing 
| him in ‘Swing Shift Revels,’ $2 revue 


| 


| 
range a program for the dedication | 














It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 


Buy war savings bonds or 


stamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 














| for 
Cleveland burlesque | 


“No Publicity Key 
To Filmers’ Nix Of 
Sky in Bond Drive 


By GEORGE FROST 
Scores of filmland’s great and near- 
great this week gave the airlines the 
bird as they started to run up their 
initial mileage in the September 
bond drive, by using railroad vrans- 
portation although aerial seats were 
open to most of them. Of all the 
showfolk who gathered in this area 
the beginning of the drive 
yesterday (1) nary a one, so far as 
(Continued on page 47) 


Phil Baker’s Auto Crash 





studio lot as ‘sheer misunderstand- | being produced this month by Harry| Comedian Phil Baker was among 
ing and boobyism,’ the young actor- | Abbott, brother of Bud Abbott (&| three persons injured slightly yes- 
producer-author said, ‘But I’m not | Costello) in film capital. terday (Tuesday) morning in an 
mad at anybody. Yet I’m the only| Derita also slated to take a Uni- | 2U' collioen im New York between 
guy who doesn’t get anything out | versal screen test, with way being Baker's reed and a taxicab. With 
of it. I can even understand why | paved by two old friends, Abbott & Sener in his auto wae aeise Gertrute 
they sent Phil Reisman to Brazil | Costello. Koppl, 21, of New York. Baker's 
to try and stop me from spending | hand and Miss Koppl’s face were 
any more money. Naturally no-| ie cut. no = Ce a 
be dy likes spending so much money |Camera Technicians For The hit d » — — ree im = 5 
on a picture. But I originally re- ~ ° ie colored army sergeant, Shirley ‘Wi- 
fused to leave for Brazil if I was | Army End Pic Training | Son, of Camp Kilmer, N. J., who was 
to be limited to shooting on a budg- | Hollywood, Sept. 1. | 2 P@ssemger in the taxi. 


et and on schedule. Trouble was 
that in the minds of the new RKO 


administration this was another . lo- 


Three classes, of 20 camera techni- 
cians each, 
| ing courses at Metro, Paramount and 


Joy Lyons’ Comsbock 


Joy Lyons, 


finished six-week train- 





widow of Sam Lyons, 


cation trip. They thought ; could Columbia and entered the Army Sig- | 
they Fg Pee oy yee ening es nal Corps Reserves as non-coms. | who died suddenly last year at 41, 
rted phoni ng and cabling to have | Swans chee 3 studying a 20th-Fox {> ae -ee Sunnene 
a ston ooting at all c Sa and others are being formed with the | keep herself busy. She goes 
know the ki sae of cable. he pei 2 ON ie idea of graduating 500 annually. | La Vie Parisienne, 
Academy Research Council ar-| boite, next week. 


that starts off ‘we have | 
ioned 


sororously, 
repeatedly and constantly caut 
you,’ ete. ete.’ 

All of which rather bored Welles 


to fill the 
technician 


ranged the study courses, peitenat| 


Mrs. Lyons has been modeling and 
doing radio script serials in recent 
weeks, as prelude to a more active 
theatrical career. 


demand for photographic 
s in all branches of the 
rvices, 

















after awhile considering that most | combat st 
ef the expense involved was in 
transportation, and to stop shooting | 
would have meant a loss of close | 
te $200,000. 

Insofar as the new RKO admin- 
istration is concerned, Welles be- 


lieves it sailed in strictly on an anti- 
Welles ticket fused with a _ de- 
termination to produce nothing but 





pictures that are ‘tried, trite and 
true.’ This last, he said, was the 
openly avowed studio motto. i 
Won’t See ‘Ambersons’ aan 
Welles hasn’t seen ‘The Mag- 


nificent Ambersons’ yet and doesn’t | 
intend to. see it. He claims | 
that ‘Ambersons’ is the picture that} 
nobody wanted to succeed and hints | 
darkly that attempts were made to | 
scuttle it. Welles.says he doesn’t} 
care to see ‘Ambersons’ click because 
he didn’t cut it and ‘God knows what 
they did to it, after he left for Brazil. 
If it flops, then it’s the studio’s do- 


ing. He contends the studio doesn't 
want it to succeed because it has 


Welles’ name on it and ‘that might 
spoil the anti-Welles ticket on which 
the new administration rode into 
power.” If the picture clicks nation- 
ally then ‘Welles might come riding 
in on a white horse’ and, according 
to the actor-producer, ‘it looks as if 
they'd rather have a white elephant 
than a white horse.’ 

Welles says, however, that they've 
gotta make good by the anti-Welles 
ticket so they’re probably hoping 
that if ‘Ambersons’ doesn’t flop 
maybe the next Welles picture will. 

‘Journey Into Fear,’ he predicts, 
will likely be a real ‘sinker,’ because | 


(Continued on page 55) i 

















ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


Now on National Release 
In “PARDON MY SARONG” 
A Mayfair Production—Universal Pictures Release 
Under Personal Management of EDWARD SHERMAN 


THE BERLEANG POINT 3 
THE BERLE-ING POINT 
: By Milton Berle ae 4 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

This is the third week on my picture, ‘Over My Dead Body,’ and it’s 
coming along fine....next week they’re going to put film in the camera. 
It is the first picture ever made with built-in dishes. 

I did a scene the other day where I spoke for six minutes....with the 
aid of my interpreter. Mal St. Clair, my director, is a great guy. He 
lets me act anyway I want to....when I go home. I did a closeup with 
Mary Beth Hughes. She closed. her eyes as I kissed her and passionately 
she whispered in my ear: ‘Milton, you didn’t have to put retreads on 
your lips!’ 

Darryl Zanuck, my boss, called me 
this picture proves that you're really big-time. 

ou!” 

. The whole cast gathered in the projection room to see the rushes. And 

you never saw such rushes... .for aspirin. My agent did a very unusual 

thing when I appeared on the screen....he gave me back my 10%. It 

was the first time they ever had a bank- ‘night in a projection room. Dur. 

ing the showing, the film started to jump all over the screen. The pro- 

Pre leaned out of the booth and said: ‘Don’t mind the jerk folks!’ 
.fine thing, I wasn’t bothering anyone. 

‘Y went over to N. B. C. to appear on the Kraft show. As 1 walked 
in the artist’s entrance, the doorman stopred me. ‘I’m Berle!’ I said. ‘You 
poor soul!’ he said, ‘here’s a dime....Ran into Joan Davis in the lobby 

...and we spoke for about six pratt-falls. Along came Rudy Vallee 
and he sadly told me that he'd had a fight with his nose and is now 
vocalizing through his eyes....Walked into the rehearsal hall and a shout 
went up from the cast (Why do I always forget to take those bobby pins 
out of my hair). Bob Crosby walked over and said: ‘Milton, this will 
be like old times on the EBailantine show....no laughs!’ 

Two hundred and fifty pound John Scott Trotter came over and told 
me he had joined the F. B. I.....Fat Boy’s Institute. John used to room 
with Skinnay Ennis and saved the cost of a baton....he used Skinnay. 
For the occasion I brought along a mirthful microphone (I got to get 
laughs, don’t I?). 

Mary Martin congratulated me on the fine monolog I did. She said: 
‘Milton, that’s the finest one I’ve ever heard you do six times!’....Desi 
Arnaz was one of the guests on the show. He beat on a drum so strongly 

..500 savages walked into the studio thinking Frank Buck was calling 
for candidaies for a safari. After the show I got a lovely wire from the 
sponsors saying: ‘We must have been DAFT to put you on Kraft!’ 

Sunday morning I got up about 7 ad libs after 10. I had my usual 
breakfast consisting of herring with wheatcakes and pink polly seeds 
under glass. I had to make the breakfast myself, because the servant 
problem is really something. This town is the only place in the world 
where you have to give hired help an audition....and references. My 
colored boy always wants Sundays off. I finally discovered he had his 
own radio show and was using my gag file. 

I hung around till 12 o’clock and decided to go to the Army-Washing- 
ton Redskins football game. I sat so high up in the stadium....swal- 
lows were using my head for a stopping off place on the way to Capis- 
trana....Ah, football. It reminds me of the day I ran 100 yards.... 
knocked all opposition out of the way as I tore down the field... .then 
they substituted men for the women I played against. It was so hot at 
this game Sunday....the players wore halters and shorts. I ordered a 
frankfurter. As I was about to put it in my mouth, it looked at me and 
said: ‘Please don’t eat me, kind sir....I’m carrying a torch for a bottle 
of mustard!’ 





544464444, 


into his office and said: ‘Berle, 
--no more sOundies for 





Fort Oglethorpe, Ga. 








to|to the editor. 
into | is the current to-do about songs that} the 
swank N, Y | are ‘bad for the morale of soldiers; tunes getting as big a play as 
@songs that Philly seems to think we 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 
The current issue of ‘Variety’ 
managed to get my skin hot to the 


has 


| years I find myself writing a letter | 
Main reason for this | 


and sailors.’ 


Apparently 
chance to shoot his mouth off about 
just what is good“and bad for our 
morale, so how about a G.I. getting | 
his two coppers in. 


everybody has had a! 


I see that the Philly Stage Door | 
Canteen has banned such tunes as} 
‘Dear Mom,’ ‘White Cliffs of Dover,’ | 
‘Miss You’ and ‘My Buddy’ on the} 
grounds that they make the poor | 
little soldier boy homesick and| 
miserable. Funny thing about that} 


is that these same songs get, or got, 
the biggest play in Post Exchange 
jukeboxes when they were riding on| 





By LAURENCE SCHWAB 


[Former theatrical producer and 
author gives a graphic closeup of 
Miami Beach, his home since de- 


serting Broadway.] 
Miami Beach, Sept. 1. 

The eager corps of publicity di- 
rectors who have succeeded in pic- 
turing Miami Beach to a pleasure 
seeking nation in the shape of a 
luscious pair of legs would be sur- 
prised to find out that nowadays 
a leg to the Beach is just something 
to march on. The golf courses that, 
a few months ago, echoed to irritated 
‘fores’ thrown at the backs of fussy 
foursomes now are pounded daily by 
thousands of feet, while within 
sound of the drill master’s voice, 
realtors dream up a post-war boom 
in which our entire population comes 
clamoring for a place under a palm 
tree. 





in peacetime is a reasonable 


| verboten 


| Peskin, 





‘Slush Tunes, Nonetheless, Get Best 
Play in Camp Jukeboxes, Says Soldier 


|top of the Hit Parade, and the boys 
|} still seem 


to like them enough to 
drop a nickel in the slot and play 
them all night long. If you don't - 


the Hollywood and New York agent | point where for the first time in | lieve me, hop out to some arn 


camp some night and keep a end 
score on the tunes played on any of 
boxes. You'll find the slush 
the 


should 
the BBC's 


hear. 
ukase 


oldiers 
As for 


not 
against 


| this type of song, maybe they dont 


know that one of the tunes on their 
list, ‘This Love of Mine,’ 
was written, at least unofficially, by 
a Fort Bragg soldier named Murray 
who still collects royalties 
on the tune, and this is still one of 
the big favorites around army camps 
—even though it has long been 
dropped from the musical topnotch 


| box-score. 


while I’ve still got the mood 
(c ontinusd on page 50) 


Now, 








Wartime i in Paradise 


simile of heaven, is one of the largest 
non-flying bases of the Army Air 


Corps. The main establishment is 
the Offcers Training School, popu- 
larly known as Camp Reney Plaza, 


\as its activities aré centered around 
that plush resort hotel. 


Here, in six 
weeks, civilians are changed into 
ground officers for aviation. This 
means they are taught the organiza- 
tion, equipment and maintenance of 
ak airdrome and to mess, service and 
mother the actual flying officers and 
their planes. It is no rabbit in the 
hat trick. The average business or 
professional man comes heavy with 
old habits of thinking, living and 
eating. School statistics report two 
tons of tummies dropped off from a 
class of 500 in three weeks. Drill. 
formations, swimming, lifesaving and 
calisthenics do this part of the trick. 
over 50, out of the habit of even 
lifting their own stenographers off 


. ’ 
Men 


The narrow strip of island, which| their laps, perspire under the orders 
fac- | ’ 


(Continued on page 62) 
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CRIME DOES PAY—IN PIX 








Glenn Miller Walks 


+ 


Out of Philly With 


$70,000, but Leaves Plenty Raps Behind 








Philadelphia, Sept. 1. 

Glenn Miller left Philly Thursday 
night (27) with a bundle of lettuce 
totalling upwards of $20,000, after 
almost breaking all records at the 
Earle here—but he left behind a 
flock of guys who are burned up at 
the bespectacled maestro. 

Most burned are the radio station 
record jockeys, who asked Miller for 
an interview over the air but were 
turned down. Also a little hurt are 
the officials of the Stage Door Can- 
teen, where Miller did not appear— 
first Earle attraction to nix this date. 
Third group disappointed is the 
Council of Defense, which runs 
dances in conjunction with musi- 
cians union Local 77 on the Benja- 
min Franklin Parkway for service- 
men. Miller was advertised to be 
present with his band—he never 
showed up. - 

Miller explained that it’s ‘humanly 
impossible’ for a bandleader to make 
these outside appearances when he 
does seven-shows-a-day (as he did 
at the Earle); has six broadcasts 
(two-a-night for three nights for 
Chesterfield), plus rehearsals, etc. 

In addition, Miller declared, he 
was not consulted by anyone before 
the outside dates were made for him. 
Besides, he had an agreement with 
the Earle management that he would 
not be compelled to make any 
mike appearances outside of his 
regular broadcasts. 

Station’s Burn 

Most burned up among the record- 
spinners was Harold (Buzz) Davis, 
program manager of WDAS, who 
conducts a weekly interview show 
from backstage of the Earle. Davis’ 
burn comes mainly from the fact 
that the program is strictly a puff for 
the Earle, its stars and its coming 
attractions. Miller was the only band 
maestro to nix this program, said 
Davis. 

‘Because this program is virtually 
the Earle’s own, I had been plugging 
it in advance, telling 
that Miller would appear,’ said Davis. 

‘For a whole week in advance I 
had been plugging Miller’s platters. 
Yet when I came to him the day 
before to arrange the interview he 
turned me down cold. He didn’t 
€ven give me a courteous answer.’ 

Miller’s actions also got a blast 


from Sid Gathrid, Daily 
columnist. 

‘If he’s too busy to be grateful to| 
people who helped make _ him,’ 


Gathrid wrote, 
after too busy to mention his name.’ 


MARY McCALL, JR., TO 





HEAD SWE PRO TEM 





Hollywood, Sept. 1. 


Mary C. McCall, Jr., has been 
named acting president of the 
Screen Writers Guild pending an-| 
nual election in November. She | 
succeeds Sidney Buchman who re- 
Signed Monday (31) because of his 


advancement to an executive post at 
Columbia. The move marks a first 
time for a femme head in the Guild’s 
history 

Francis Faragoh is the Guild sec- 
retary pro tem in place of Robert 
Rossen, who heads east on a five- 
week leave of absence. SWG board 
member, Leonard Lee, now a marine 
lieutenant, leaves immediately for 


Quantico. Guild has 90 members in 
the service. 


That’s What They Call It! 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
Football takes the place of base- 
ball in the annual clash between the 
Comedians and Leading Men for the 
benefit of the Mount Sinai Hospital. 
In recent years the baseball game 
was held at night, but the dimout 


Tegulations preclude all night sports 
in the open air, 








my listeners | 


Gaxton ‘Goes’ H’wood 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

William Gaxton is going to stick 
around Hollywood and desert the 
Broadway stage, at least until winter. 

Columbia has signed the actor for 
another musical picture to follow his 
present chore in ‘Something to Shout 
About.’ 


"ARMY TO START 
SHOOTING 
JAN. 20 


Warner Bros. and director Michael 
Curtiz start shooting Irving Berlin’s 
‘This Is the Army’ in film form Jan. 
20 with the original Broadway cast. 
What name players from the ranks 
will augment the current troupe is 
up to the Army General Staff, but 
there is no doubt that there will be 
plenty of marquee-power culled 
from among the U. S. ti voops. 

When ‘Army’ is in the can some 
time in April, the show will im- 
mediately continue its road tour in 
Los Angeles, then San Francisco, and 
double back east, possibly playing 
against itself in film form as the tour 
progresses. 

When the show folds in N. Y. Sept. 
26, it lays off for one week before 
Washington, two weeks; thence to 
Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Boston and Chicago. It jumps di- 
rectly from Chi to Hollywood for the 











ritory still fertile after the musical 


jis put into celluloid. 


Draft Raid on Fair 
Cues Gen’l Attitude 
On Traveling Shows’ 








News! ment 


‘this column is here- | 


Minneapolis, Sept. 1. 

Thirty officers of five law enforce- 
agencies, including the FBI, 
| descended upon the Royal American 
Shows at the Minnesota State Fair 
midway and, after checking the 
draft status of 350 employees, took 
into custody eight of the carnival 
workers who had no draft registra- 
tion cards or had failed to keep in 


| 
| 
| 


ee with their selective service |? 


| boz 


The maneuver was characterized | 


and assert the procedure 


show 
The raid 


organizations. 
started at 4 a.m. on the 


Fair’s opening day. Employees of 
|the carnival shows were routed o1 
of bed in tents and wagons to face 


| details of officers. 





Baritone John Tyr res 
Sought By Metro 


St. Louis, Sept. 1. 

John Tyres, youthful baritone of 
the Municipal Theatre Assn., is mull- 
ing a contract offer received last 
week from Metro. Because of a 
concert sked Tyres would not be able 
to debut 
Jan. 1. Following his subbing for 
Kenneth Spencer in the role of Joe 
in ‘Show Boat’ at the al fresco the- 


Tyres began to get feelers from the 
celluloid makers, with a 
offer being made by long-distance 
phone. 

Tyres made his first p.a. with the 
Muny Theatre organization last sea: | 
son in Victor Herbert's ‘Sweetheart’ | 
and this season became a_ stock} 
member for both small and major | 
parts. His chance came when Spen- 





cer suffered laryngitis. | 


filming, leaving a vast midwest ter-| 


lb the FBI | Miss MacDonald starts her tour at 
y me as ‘more or less Pre-| the close of 12 engagements for army 
cautionary’ 

| will be followed with mow traveling | 


| 


in the flickers until after | se 
| fice aide, 


atre in Forest Park two weeks ago | 


definite | 





STORY DEMANDS 
GUE HOLLYWOOD 


Filmdom Caters to America’s 
40,000,000 Mystery Fans 
With Its Own Wave of 
Shootin’, Tootin’, Lootin’ 
—Villains Leering As 
Never Before 








ANTI-CRIME CLUB 





Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
Cinematic villains are leering, as 
never before, in their low-bred, 
scurvy way from behind portiere 
and clothes press. Plots, counter- 
plots and marplots are being con- 
cocted every-hour-on-the-hour in 


sumptuous penthouses overlooking 
the Sub-Treasury building and in 
noxious backrooms of waterfront 
saloons. 

Everybody goes shootin’, tootin’, 
lootin’ through the day and half 
the night, to be foiled at every 
turn by the consummate skill of a 
master-criminologist who foils and 
foils and foils; only, drat it, the cads 
come roistering back for the next in- 


(Continued on page 20) 


DOU. S. FILMS 
LIBEL YANKS? 


London, Aug. 10. 
The August issue of ‘The Outpost,’ 








leaflet ‘published by Americans in 
Britain,’ contains a savage attack 


upon Hollywood motion pictures as 
spreading misinformation and an of- 
fensive, belittling, 
American life. 
obstacle to better 
relations now and so 
continue, to quote: 
‘Rub into us that you (Yanks) ad- 


Anglo-American 
long as they 





cheap version of | 
Films are the chief 


+ 


Anti-Fascist Pix Would Be Censored 


By Argentine Gov't Before Release: 
Ban Reversed on Col.’s ‘Invaders’ 





a 


Carradine as ‘Richard Ill’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

New York staging of ‘Richard III’ 
is planned for this fall by John 
Carradine, film heavy, and Richard 
Woodman. Former will play the 
title role. 

Deal is in negotiation for either 
the Martin Beck or St. James theatre. 


GORDON, SMALL 
IN PIX, LEGIT 
PARTNERSHIP 


Max Gordon and Eddie Small 
have formed a play and film part- 
nership. Film producer Small has 











Buenos Aires, Aug. 25. 


Federal government’s advance 
viewing and blue pencilling of all 
films with anti-Axis, war or political 
themes, and close cropping of any- 
thing in the least likely to arouse 
the totalitarians’ protests appear as 
marching orders to Hollywood from 
now on. 

Definite decree hasn't yet been an- 
nounced although inspired press 
Stories make it almost certain, 
Under new setup a high For- 
eign Office official, probably 
with a rep of the Ministry of 
the Interior, will o.o. all doubtful 
films in advance, hand down their 
verdict and make it binding regard- 
less of later swastika squawking. 


Change in method follows governe 


ment edict reapproving  Britishe 
made, Columbia-distributed ‘Invad- 


ers’—shown here as ‘Cinco Hombres?® 
(‘Five Men’)—and 20th-Fox’s ‘Secret 
Agent of Japan’ (‘Agente Secreto de 
Japon’). 

Both films were banned Aug. 7 
after the German Charge d’Affaires, 
Otto Meynen, protested to the office 





been east for months with view to 
embarking in legit and has tied in 
with Gordon who, himself, has just 
returned from a Columbia film pro- 
duction deal. 

‘Franklin Square’ and _ possibly 
‘Junior Miss’ will be their initial 
ventures. Meantime Small is work- 
ing on ‘The Life of Rudolf Valentino’ 
as his next indie film production for 
United Artists release. Likelihood 
UA will get the Gordon-Small pix as 
well. 

‘The Flying 
inal based on 
(Fatty) Finuoane,’ 
for production by 


‘Red Army’ Film Now 
OK in Pennsy, Won't 
‘Corrupt Public Morals’ 


Shamrock,’ arf orig- 
‘The Life of Brendon 
has been acquired 
Small. 








mire cheats; that your men are ob- 
|se ssed with women; 
(Continued on page 47) 
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JEANETTE MacDONALD 
| BOOKED AT $3,500 PER| 


| 
| 
ison sing at 10 dates, opening in New- 
ark, N. J., Oct. 10. The singer, who | 
|plays percentage, averages between | 
| $3,500-$4,000 per engagement. 





| 


| 
Jeanette MacDonald will this sea- | 





| relief, the last of which is in Wash- | 
ington, Oct. 4. 


| 
| 
| 





Hanna’s OWI Post 


Agent Mark Hanna was appointed 
yesterday (Tuesday) by Elmer Davis 


las an aide in the Office of War In- 


public morals or encourage subver- | 
|sive groups’—basis for barring the 
film in July, 1941. ii} > 
| The board, however, refused to 
ijpass Artkino ‘Soviet Frontier’— 
which was barred at the same time 
las ‘Red Armv’ last year. Scenes in 
ithis film still were objectionable, 
Mrs. Carroll indicated 

The board's action caused a suit 
filed by Artkino in Common Pleas 
Court to be nolle prossed 


formation. He goes to London the 
end of this month, and will concern 
himself with documentary and prop- 
aganda films. 

Hanna has had wide film experi- | 
ence as the late Douglas Fairbanks’ | 
Paris rep, and later Far Eastern | 
| manager for Paramount, long domi- | 
ciled in Shanghai. More recently 
he was a literary, radio and general | 
talent rep. Mollie Binion, his of- 
will continue the agency | 
for the duration, while Hanna is | 
handling foreign duties for the 
OWI. 





| 

STEINBECK WEST 

John Steinbeck left for the Coast} 
over the weekend to supervise pro-| 


| duction of a series of recordings of! 


| material from his forthcoming book | 
' about the Army Air Force, to be! 
| distributed to radio stations. 

He plans to remain on the Coast 
for the winter. 





that your wom- | 

| The State 
| Censoi S iaSt 
| Prov al on the 
controversy 
|said chairman Edna R. Carroll, 
| United States, 


of power shown by the Red film no ||| 
corrupt | |} —— 


| Canadian Air 


}on for galls stones 


pital. 


of Enrique Ruiz Guinazu, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, who, in turn, 
(Continued on page 25) 


Pianist Travels 6 000 
Miles to Do 1 Number 
For Benny Goodman 











Benny Goodman hired and fired a 
pianist in 10 minutes last week and 
the musician travelled 6,000 miles 
in the operation. Searching for a 
pianist to replace Mel Powell, who 
joined Raymond Scott at CBS, Goode 
man had Bill Clifton fly from N. Y, 
to Hollywood, used him in one num- 
ber then handed him two weeks 
salary and shipped him back to N. Y., 
paying his fare also, of course. 

Goodman is on the Coast working 
on a new film for United Artists. 





Philadelphia, 
Board of Motion Picture | 
seal of ap- 
Soviet documentary, 
‘The Red Army,’ ending a year-long | 
over the film. 
taken by 


| 
last week put its 


the board, | 
was | 
recognition of the fact that the] 
Soviets are now the allies of the} 
and that the massing 


The action 


longer ‘has a tendency to 


Trumbull Barton, Downing 
Reported Dead in Action 


Trumbull Barton, aide to Otto 
| Preminger on ‘Margin of Error’ and 
| other plays, is reported dead in the} 
Tobruk campaign, where he was 
with the American Field Service 
| driving an ambulance 

Also reported missing or dead is} 
Frank Downing, legit actor (Maurice 
Svans Co., etc.), who was with the 
Force. He's listed as 
being lost in action over France. 


Geo. Schaefer’s Op | | 


chairman of || 


George J. Schaefer, 
the film industry’s Wai: Activities | | 
Committee, was last week operated | 


i 
i 
He is recuperat ing in a local ee 


Sept. 1. I 


} ARIETY 


| 
| 


||| Pictures 
al Radio 








| 


Trade Mark Regi 





FOUNDED BY SIME engl RMA? 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, er? 
Sid Silverman, President. 
| 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. Y¥ 

J 

SUBSCRIPTION 

1] Annual.......$10 Foreign...,..$11 
BINSIS COMB. cicccvcecsveceen 











Vol. 147 oe te No. 1: | 

INDEX | 
Advance Procuction Chart 34 

Bill Ae 1. 56 | 
i en . 61 
Concert-Opera ... 43 
Exploitatior ae 
Film Booking Char 29 
Film Reviev 18 

| House Review 4 | 

i] Inside—Concert-Op $3 
Inside—Legit 9 
| Inside—Musi 50 
| {Inside—Orchestra a i 
| Inside—Pictures 24 
| Inside—Radio ... ; on 


International : 
Legitimate ...... os» OF 
Literati . 3B 
Music .. ee Te. 
New Act . 55 
Night Club Review . ee 

| Obituarie:; : . Oe 
Orchestras 44 
) 

) 

} 





| 
| 
| 





Radio Review 
Vaudeville cases oe 
War Activities cashed s = 


wi a CO 





DAILY VARIETY 


| 
| 
| 
! | 
(Published in Holiywood by 
Daily Variety, Ltd.) | 
| | 


$10 a year—$12 foreign 





rr ne 4 





7 





itt omer ary RRR sr accom 

















* ship. 


pe 


4 WAR ACTIVITIES 





Wednesday, September 2, 1942 





Show Business Sets Out to Prove 
It Takes Showmanship to Sell 
$1,000,000,000 in Bonds in Sept. 


+ 


Still inwardly smarting at Secre- | 
tary Morgenthau's implication of six 
weeks ago that entertainers on bond 
tours were more interested in 
publicity than patriotic duty, 
business set yesterday 

day) to make him—and other people 
in high places with the s 


self- 
show 
out (Tues- 


same idea— 


eat his words. They're out to 
demonstrate to Washington. and 
whoever else is interested, what to 


them has always been axiomatic—it 
takes showmanship to get results. 
[See box herewith of nearly $50,000,- 


000 the opening day.] 

Billion-dollar bond sale drive be- 
ing undertaken by the entertain- 
ment industry during September 


will prove that what appears to the 
uninitiated as publicity grabbing is 
actually finely-planned showman- 
It has sold billions of tickets 
to American boxoffices and can sell 
equal billions in bonds. 

Month after month the Treasury 
has failed to reach the bond sales 
quotas it has set up. Various in- 
dustries have had a crack at it and 
none of them has achieved the 
$1,000,000,000 goal. This month it’s 
show business’ chance—and no one 





Hedy Quakes Quakers 


Philadelphia, Sept. 1. 

Hedy Lamarr rolled up ap- 
proximately $6,130,500 in War 
Bond sales today (Tues.), getting 
$4,520,000 of it at a special busi- 
ness men’s luncheon at the Mid- 
day Club. She got an additional 
$1,610,500 (preliminary estimate 
based on S.R.O.) from the giant 





sellout rally at the Academy of 
Music. 

Admission to the Club lunch- 
eon was fixed at $5,000 minimum 
War Bond purchase. Highest 
price paid for attendance was 
$1,080,000 by a local bank. Ad- 
mission to the Academy of Music 
rally was minimum of $50 war 
bond for a gallery seat to $10,000 
for a box. Besides Miss Lamarr 
and Walter Abel, Paul White- 
man and show at the Earle thea- 
tre were included in the enter- 
tainment lineup 











Bonds sold by Miss Lamarr 
are additional to the $5,207,000 
reported earlier in the day by 
Ted Schlanger for this district. 
~ A Aa ae ee 
who knows anything about show 
business has the slivhtest doubt that 
there will be $1.000.000.000 worth 
of bonds sold, and more 

Entertainment industry has been | 
called on before to participate in | 
nationwide drives and has staged 
any number of them _itself—the 
yearly ‘March of Dimes’ for infantile 
p2ralysis is perhaps the most spec- 
tacularly successful. No showman- 
ship-exploitation campaign in_his- 
tory, however, has equalled the one 
arranged for this month. It’s super- 
duper, colossal. stupendous and 
every other adjective ever used for 
Hollywood's next picture But the 
industry will iow that it ke 
*s per-auper colossa ind tu 
pendous’ to get results on that scale 

$10,000,000 Via Radio 

So anxious to do a job that it even 
jumped _ the tarter’s gun, show 
business leaped out of the gate Sat- | 
urday (29) with a seven-hour radio 
show on the Blue Network that 
counted for an azing $10,000.000 | 
and more in bond Only pledges | 


were taken during the program and 
the actual bond sales will be con- 
stmmated during September, so 


| 


they'll count in the $1,000,000,000 | 
total. 
Official getaway took place yes- 


terday (Tuesd&y), with Secretary 
Morgenthau himself participating in 
Washington. So there’d be no time 
wasted, the New York gang started 
vith an 8 am. breakfast. The 
coffee was drunk at the New York 
home of Stanton Griffis, the Para- 
mount financial exec. Attending 
were the ‘$33,000,000 Commandos,’ 
comprising show biz biggies, who 
@ave their first reports on success 
in getting major pledges. Charles 
Laughton read Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
address during a _ broadcast from 
(Continued on page 31) 





| don 





The Easiest Way 





Hollywoog, Sept. 1. 

Paramount found a simple way 
to shoot Army camp backgrouds 
for ‘Johnny Doughboy’ without 
going to the expense of building 
a set on the sound stage. 

Studio sent a troupe of enter- 
tainers to a nearby camp and put 
on a show for the soldiers while 
a camera crew took long shots 
of the doughboy audience. 


NAME JOINT BOARD 
OF 10 FORN N. Y. CANTEEN 


Joint committee for the operation 
of the American Theatre Wing's 
N. Y. Stage Door Canteen has been 
appointed. Clarification of the rules 
is expected to quickly smooth out 
any minor clashes between volun- 
teer workers. Committee is author- 
ized to adjust any conflicts in the 
operation of the spot and in its pub- 
lic relations, along the lines laid 
down by the Wing, which finances 
and started the Canteen. 


Appointed by the Wing: Arthur 








Richman, Paul Dullzell, Warren 
Munsell, Solly Pernik, Vera Allen. 
For the Cinrteen: Selena Royale, 
Jane Cowl, Kermit Bloomgarden, 
Eddie Sobol, Helene Dumas. In ad- 
dition to the 10 named, Sidney | 
Fleisher was appointed as chair- | 
man. Any questioned rulings are to 


(Continued on page 31) 





American Theatre Wing 


Stage Door Canteen Capers 
NEW YORK 





When Lynn Fontanne was senior | 


hostess the other night, 
a table with a young sailor. En- 
sued a conversation about uniforms, 
La Fontanne told the gob she 
ferred his uniform to that of the 
Army. 

“Why?” asked the lucky fellow. 

“Because.” explained Miss Fon- 
tanne, “a sailor suit makes a man’s 
neck look so columnar, but an Army 
uniform doesn’t even hide a soldier's 
Adam’s 

Quartermasters, please note! 


apple. 


Junior hostess Virginia Me- 
Mullin is still recovering from 
the shock of meeting one Pri- 
vate David Crockett—very hand- 
some, very much alive, from 
Abilene, Texas. This soldier is a 
direct lineal descendant of the 
Davey Crockett. 

Armina Mars shall, who will be the | 


| directress of our Washington can- 
| teen, arrived at our 44th 


page 


street bee- 


(Continued on 63) 











she sat at | 


pre- | 














WILLIE HOWARD 


Twenty - sixth 
“Priorities of 1942” 
Street Theatre, New York. 





week, 
46th 


successful 
at the 


“The hellowing sound of Willie 
| Howard's operatic style were and 
are immortally comic.”—BROOKS 


ATKINSON, New York Times. 


CANADA SETTING OWN 
BILLION BOND DRIVE 


Kenneth Thomson, of the Holly- 
wood Victory Committee, and Jim 
Sauter, of the United Theatrical 
War Activities' Committee, huddled 
in New York last week with Guy 
Herbert and George Taggart, of 
Canada, who were in town to ar- 














range talent tieups for the Ca- 
nadian Billion-Dollar War Bond 
| Drive. Canadian campaign will 
| comter around six Sunday eve 


broadcasts, over Canadian networks, 
between Sept. 20 and Oct. 25. Pro- 


grams will emanate from Toronto, 
| Montreal, Vancouver and Winnipeg. 


Schedule calls for 
dramatic shows with 
up from U. S. to play the leads; a 
big variety program each week, 
day and time to be set, with star 
talent also coming across the border, 
and a series of quarter-hour inter- 
; views with American personalities 
| by Claire Wallace, a name com- 
|mentator in those parts. Latter 
show will use Messrs. Thomson and 
| Sauter to set phone interviews with 
| personalities, 


half hour 
stars coming 


as entertainment world, 
| feature interview same personal ap- 
pearance of the names. 





Films on Radio Forum 


Ungar 
Variety,’ in 


Arthur editor of 


Hollywood, will 


‘Daily 
par- 


| ticipate Sept. 13 in a discussion on 
i‘How Can Movies Best Contribute 
it the War Effort’ on Theodore 
| Granick’s ‘American Forum of the 
1 Air’ program over Mutual from 
| Hollywood. Others to be heard on | 
| the broadcast are Rosalind Russell, 


{Irving Pichel, 
1 Darryl Zanuck. 

This Sunday night’s 
the series, also or 
Ceast, will be on 
Can Labor and 
Win the War?’ 


Sidney Buchman and 
(6) edition of 
ginating on the 
the subject, “How 
Management Help 
Henry J. Kaiser, the 
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Doug Netter In 


Douglas Netter, son of Leon Net- 
iter, homeoffice Paramount theatre 
|} executive, into the U. S. Navy. He 
has been accepted for training for 
a commission and on Monday (31) 
F eported at Notre Dame University 
| South Bend, Ind where he will 
train. 


All 4 Theatre Pards Enlist 
Detroit, Sept. 1. 
Records for patriotism 


nerships going into the service. 

All four members of the firm 
which owns the President and Ad- 
miral theatres here are leaving for 
the armed forces. Arnold B. Lon- 
has gone into the Army, 
Leonard Brooks joined the Navy and 
making it a clean slate, Theodore L. 
London and Bernard Brooks also will 
take up service in the Army. The 
two sets are brothers and cousins. 

In addition the State, tiny house 
in Onaway, Mich., has made a simi- | 
lar clean sweep. 
is in an Army surgical school, An- 
other partner, E. W. Kenrick is a 
Chief Petty Officer in the Navy. The 


are being | 
set in these parts with entire part- | 


Richard DeRosia | 





from industry as well} 
and air as| 








; 00,000,000 in First Day 





The ‘million dollar’ breakfast, at which the ‘$33,000,000 Commando 
Committee’ was to announce reaching its goal, wound up with reports 
of $49,459,732 in bond sales—$13,048,500 reported by the New York 
Commando Committee and $36,411,232 from out of town 

Barney Balaban announced $1,587,500 for Paramount, exclusiye of 
the Paramount partners covered in individual announcements totaling 


$21,770,380. 


Charles Skouras reported $7,500,000 from the West Coast. 


Cc. C. Moskowitz, starting off the announcements by the New York 
Commandos, tossed in $6,403,000, representing bond buys on Loew's 


Inc., affiliated corporations, 
Commando Nicholas M. Schenck. 
Samuel Pinanski 


officers of the company and 


reported $5,482,790 from Boston, 


sales by 


while Ted 


Schlanger, Philadelphia, tossed in $5,207,075. 


Others reported as follows: 


Bob O'Donnell, Texas, $2,663,020. 
John Friedl, Minneapolis zone, $2,516,968. 

A. H. Blank, for Des Moines and Omaha, $2,417,775. 
John Balaban, Chicago, $2,129,673. 


R. B. Wilby, Atlanta, $1,670,000. 
H. F. Kincey, Charlotte, N. 
Earl Hudson, Detroit, $1,375,000. 


C., $1,502,200. 


E. V. Richards, New Orleans, reported $1,200,000—with more coming. 
Elmer Rhoden, Kansas City, $1,147,806. 
Spyros Skouras, for 20th-Fox, $1,137,000. 


Jules Brulatour, $1,000,000 for Eastman Kodak, 


$100,000 for Jules E. Brualtour, Inc 


Joseph Hazen, for Warners, 
Ned E. Depinet, for 
I. H. Hoffman, New 
Will H. Hays 
ica, Inc., 
Herman Robbins, for 
Ike Libson, 
Sam Rinzler, 
Harry Brandt, $100,000. 
Col. Richard C. Patterson, 
Later 


Haven, 


Cincinnati, $243,800. 


Randforce theatres, 


with an additional 


$1,000,000. 

RKO, $786,000. 

$753.125. 

for Motion Picture Producers & Distributors of Amer- 
_and the Will Rogers Memorial Fund, $350,000. 

National Screen Service, $250,000. 


$200,000. 


Jr., $75,000. 
in the day the following additional figures, bringing the Com- 


mando total to $51,161,250, were announced: 
¢ Albert Fink, Portland, Ore., $500,000. 


A. Jos. Desiore, Wilmington, Del., 


$100,000. 


Additional Paramount theatres, $800,000. 
Miscellaneous purchases totaled $35,000, while several — unions 
including the Screen Publicists’ Guild, Screen Office and Professional 


Employees’ 


Guild, Motion Picture Projectionists, Motion Picture 


Cameramen and Laboratory Technicians added $25,000. 
Overall bond sales for the first day of the drive are expected to 


total over $100,000,000—10% 


of the objective. 








‘Movie Stars Are Human’; Bond Drive 


Cautioned on Pushing Em Around 





Barber Draws Blood 


The Brooklyn Red Cross blood 
donor bank credits Red Barber 
and the Brooklyn Dodger base- 
ball aircast for Old Gold on 
WHN with bringing it the bulk 
of 10,000 donors since April 15, 
when the program began airing 
the appeals. 

The blood 
the country 
promote 


bank, one of 18 in 
and the only unit to 
a steady radio tieup, re- 
quires 1,300 donors each week to 
keep pace with its quota for the 
armed forces. 











1* 





WBLISTS6WAR 
FILM CATEGORIES 


Warner film production themes 
are being geared in line with six 
| classifications for features cutlined 


by the Hollywood office of the Co- 
ordinator of Government Films. Six 
categories are: 1, The Enemy; 2, Our 
Allies; 3, The Armed Forces; 4, The 
Production Front; 5, The Home 
Front; 6, The Issues. 

In a statement issued by S. Charles 





' cording to Doob, ‘in 


Complaints from workers on the 
billion-dollar War-Bond drive that 
it’s impossible to get advance info 
on names of film stars and the dates 
on which they’re to make appear- 
ances in various towns and cities bas 
brought a reminder from Oscar 


Doob, chief of exploitation, that 
‘movie stars are human’ and ahy- 
thing can happen. 

The film industry’s War Activi- 
ties Committee acknowledges that 
changes in stars’ schedules create 
ill-will, and naturally the basic in- 
tent is to create good-will. But, ac- 


our anxiety to 


supply information when this thing 
started, we rushed out star informa- 
|tion and then had the embarrass- 
ment of as many as six changes on 





a single ‘route.’ 

In one instance, Merle Oberon, an- 
nounced set for a specific tour, was 
mysteriously withdrawn. A 
of days later she was heard over the 


couple 


air entertaining American soldiers 
in London. The Government had 
taken her. 

Irene Dunne was set when her 
doctor intervened. She went to 


Washington for one day despite her 
physician’s warning, took to bed for 
four days and then } 


takes up er 
tour five days later. 


Hedy Lamarr, preparing to rest up 

due to ill —— fills in for Miss 

| Dunne’s first five days and goes on 
(Co a lbntt on page 63) 


| 
| 


| Einfeld, v.p. in charge of advertising 

| and exploitation for Warners, com- 

Rarl Tr hace inct ra. | plete outline was given on type of 

ceive his wings as a pilot in the pictures which the studio was mak- 
i» Force ing to ‘serve the war effort by dis- 

Herschel Roth, assistant sales | S©mination of information’ as sug- 

manager at WJR, has joined the gested by Government authorities 
Army. | Also listed as part of the program 
Ben Maidenberg. Sunday editor of | of aisseminating nformation are | 
the Detroit Free Press, has been | British pictures Warners has dis- 
appointed a 2nd Lieut. in the Army | tributed in the U. S. such as “Target | 


Air Corps. 


He also had 
|S. Knight newspaper chain. 


Doc Rockwell’s Son a Lieut. 
Robert K. Rockwell, 22, son of 
Doc Rockwell, into Army as second 
lieutenant following graduation from 
officers’ candidate school at Ft. 
‘Monmouth, N. Y. ‘i 





Lurie Sells Out; Into Army 
Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 1 
Howard Lurie sold the Lincoln, 
900-seat nabe, to Russell Moore of 
| Buffalo, who takes over Oct. 1. Lurie 
‘expects to go into the Army at that 
itime, having obtained a two-month 
(Continued on page 60) 
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WAR NEWS ON 


been serv- | for 
ing as executive editor to the John | and ‘Christmas Under Fire, 





Tonight,’ Take It’ 
profits 
from the latter having been turned 
over to the Royal Air Force Spitfire 
Fund. 


‘London Can 





Edgar Bergen Back 
From Alaska Tour 





Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Edgar Bergen (and ‘Charlie Mc- 
Carthy’) is back from Alaska and the 
Aleutians where he did 51 shows ir 
12 days for soldiers. 

Despite columnists and air gossip- 
ers about Bergen’s immediate induc- 
tion into the Army, he has yet to be 
celled for his physical and has not 
yet been classified, 





| 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Carlton Alsop, 
Georges Banyai, 
Bruce Cabot. 
Emmett Callahan 
Elaine Sterne Carrington. 
Don Cope. ° 
Howard Dietz. 
Stuart Erwin. 
Virginia Field. 
Albert Hackett. 
Frances Hackett. 
Lillian Hellman. 
Jack Hurdle. 
Robert Emmett Keane. 
Nancy Kelly. 
Abe Montague. 
Martha Scott. 
C. W. Thornton. 
Frank Vincent. 
Ben Wallerstein. 


N. Y. to L.A. 





Jack Barnett. 

Genoa Magaroff. 

John Steinbeck. 
Yeoman Bill Watters. 
Jackson Wheeler. 
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METRO GIVES CANCELLATION 





NY.C. Up 3% at B.0. As Against 20%, 
Elsewhere; No War Boom in Gotham 


Hold That Title 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
Metro, preparing ‘No Surren- 
der, and Arncld Pressburger, 
owner of ‘Never Surrender,’ are 
in a clinch over title priority. 
Metro bought its story from the 
Satevepost and Pressburger has 
a sizeable investment in his orig- 
inal yarn. 
Both sides refuse to surrender, 
and the battle may be decided 
by the Hays office. 








Despite the general tilt in box- 
office revenue there has been an ev- 
erage increase of 20% over the coun- 
try. However, a survey of New 
York city fans by the Motion Pic- 
ture Research Bureau reveals that 
attendance has increased only 3%. 
Survey was limited to people who 
attended picture theatres at least 
once a month and was compiled, as 


a running question during other 
surveys in recent months, to insure 
non-pointed answers. . 

According to Dr. Leo Handel, di- 











rector of the bureau, 22% of the ' ~ 
filmgoers now attend more often, ; 


19% less often (hence the 3% tilt), 
while 59% attend at the same rate 
as last year. Attendance variations 
tend to cancel themselves out with 
the basic gain stemming from the 
comparatively minute, in New York 


AS MINOR 


city, increase in revenue from war 
industry. 
The results actually verify the 


longstanding contention, among lo- 
cal exhibitors, that N. Y. city nabe 
houses will not match the nation- 
wide boxoffice harvest until some- 
thing is done about providing addi- 
tional war contracts for local in- 
dustry. Midtown houses are doing 
boom business, on par with general 
national average, due to influx of 
servicemen and war baby spenders, 
but nabe houses, while up slightly, 
are nowhere near lush _ grosses 
marked up elsewhere. 


ADMEN BELIEVE 
CODE ON ADS 
TOO PRISSY 





Tendency reported in some trade 
circles, following rejection of the 
United Motion Picture Industry sales 
plan, is that where distributors have 
a sufficient backlog of product they 
should have no hesitancy in screen- 
ing blocks embracing more than five 
films such as Metro is doing. 

Pointed out that if they have the 
product on hand, distribs could just 
as easily screen everything that is to 
be sold, since the cost is nominal, but 
that the groups need not be held at 
five pictures in each. In this con- 
nection, it is added that the desire to 
sell 13 but screen only five out of the 
package did more to kill the UMPI 
formula with the Department of Jus- 
tice than any other phase of the plan, 
in spite of the fact that tradeshow- 
ings under the decree system of sell- 
ing have drawn poorly. 

In some of the smaller exchanges, 
on occasion, it is said not a single 
exhibitor or his representative have 





ore , attended, but that the pictures have 
Advertising Advisory Committee] been run off anyway. It appears 
of the Motion Picture Producers &|exhibs mostly wanted to see the 


Distributors Assn. huddled briefly larger 
yesterday (Tuesday) to take steps| ing 
on the matter of so-called ‘wartime 
advertising methods.’ Recent use of 
word ‘hell’ in newspaper advertising | man Arnold over blind-selling is felt 
and allegedly sexy ad matter used|tu have been of unnecessary im- 
largely on New York theatre preems | portance so far as the average exhib 
was up for discussion. Understood | is concerned. 


pictures, especially those be- 
marketed on percentage, and 
didn’t care about the rest. Thus, 
the concern of the D. of J. and Thur- 


that a subcommittee was named to However, noted in the trade that 
g2 over the situation and report back | screenings involve only minor over- 
today, with action expected at this | head, principally the cost of the 
session, projectionists, electrical juice and 

Reported that the attitude of some| notice of the showings, and there 


ad-publicity managers in N. Y. is 
that current war conditions justify 
some sweeping 


should be no reason why they aren’t 
continued but on a more advanced 


. changes in the} scale so that blocks-up to 13 could 
MPPDA advertising code _ setup.| be sold at one clip. This may come 
Otherwise, they fear the present] later on, it is believed, especially 
rules will be continually violated.| for companies that are loaded on 


hese ad men claim that more virile 
ads are needed presently, 
perhaps the present 


completed product 
and that In Arnold’s opinion on the 
code is out-! proposals, he said in 


art 
part 


mcded. ‘Experience under the decree has | 
a persuaded the anti-trust aivision 
that trade-showing of motion pic- 


their sale is desirable. 


Bernerd, Levey Ti‘f tures before 


. The existence of the large | 


= ; log of features (noted as approxi- 
Over Producer Credit mately 100) will permit the consent- 
|! ing distributors to sell in blocks a: 


On UA Jungle Film) arc: as 13, 


grant the cancellati 


a privileges they have _ represented 
themselves as willing to grant in 
OS selac se ° : 7 
‘ ’ nae Angeine, Bayt. 1. selling blocks of that size and still | 
Jacare,” a jungle picture filmed] trade-show them before licensing. 





partially in Brazil, will be released 
by United Artists without producer 
credit, as a result of a dispute be- 
tween Jeffrey Bernerd, Monogram 
producer, and Jules Levey, of May- 
fair productions. 

Bernerd, formerly with British- 
Gaumont, declared he had put in 21 
months on the production of the Production at Universal climbed t 
crocodile film, shot on expeditions| the highest point in its history with 
along the Amazon, and threatened to|the start of ‘Pittsburgh,’ making a 
start court proceedings if Levey as-|total of nine features in work at the 
sumed producer credit. Levey ex-|same time. 
plained that picture has been re-| Eight others are ‘Corvettes in Ac- 
arranged, with a new ending, and|tion,’ ‘Shadow of a Doubt,’ ‘Passing 
will be released as a Mayfair pro-|the Buck,’ ‘Forever Yours,’ ‘Sin 


duction without an individual pro-| Town,’ ‘Arabian Nights’ and ‘ 
ducer. mare.’ 


U’S NINE AT A TIME 





Hollywood, Sept. 1. 





JMPI | 


' | Porter, 


ALL-TIME STUDIO HIGH 








PLACES: OTHERS 
IN OOD POSITION 


Only Distrib Selling More 
Than Five Films in a 
Block Is Allowing Rejec- 
tion One or Two Films 
Out of Eight — Believe 
Metro Policy Will Force 
Par, WB, 20th, RKO, to 
Larger Blocks Than Five, 
Plus Cancellation 





‘ESCAPE CLAUSE’ 


Policy of Metro in permitting can- 
cellation privileges on its first block 
of eight 1942-43 pictures, now being 
offered for sale, places other decree 
distributors in the position where 
it is held they will ultimately be 
forced to do the same. The lead 
taken by Metro in (1) setting up a 
block of more than five films and (2) 
granting rejection to its accounts, 
leaves the other companies on the 
spot, in the opinion of exhibitor 
sources, and no doubt will have to 
be followed in one manner or an- 
other. 

However, should 
mount, 20th-Fox and 
larger packages than five pictures, 
with which they start out the new 
season, the chances are the number 
in each group would vary up to 13, 
so that there could be no charges of 
acting in concert. 

Under the Metro deal covering the 
eight pictures in its lead-off block 
for 1942-43, the exhibitor may cancei 
two out of the group if the average 
rental previously paid runs to no 
more than $100; whereas one out of 
the eight may be rejected if the 
rental runs from $100 to $250. 

This differs somewhat from the 
United Motion Picture Industry sales 
proposals under which two out of a 
maximum of 13 would be cancel- 

(Continued on page 24) 


arner’s, Para- 
KO make up 





Agent Arthur Lyons 
East on Package Film 


Arthur S. Lyons, who represented 
Jack Benny in his starring-producing | 
deal with United Artists, is reported 
deal to set up several 
production units, likely 
utilizing his and other talent} 
and releasing through UA. Further | 
negotiations with prexy Ed Raftery 
are now on, following arrival Mon- 
day (31) of Lyons and George Bag 
nall, in charge of UA sreduction, | 
| from the Coast. 
| _ Lyons, 





mulling a 
other film 
agency 





who represents Ira Gersh- 
i win, may preduce a film phate ot 
i ‘Porgy and Bess’ as his first for 
though this property has previously 
been mentioned a a possible 
|Benny productio. Lyons plans to 
| limit himself to package deals, such | 
jas Charles K. Feldman and Music | 
| Corp. of America have been lining |} 
| up 
| Among names handled by the A. & 
S. Lyons agency are Eugene O'Neill, 
Casey Robinson, Jerome Kern, Cole 


Hedy Lamarr, Dorothy La- 
| mour, Jack Haley, Judy Canova, Ida 
Lupino, Ilona Massey, Martha Scott, | 
Allan Jones, Norman Corwin, Lew 
Brown, Leo McCarey, Tay Garnett, 
| Lucille Ball, Reginald Gardiner, 
Louis Hayward and Van Heflin. 
eral of these names have 
been discussed in connection 
one new unit to turn oat four 
tures annually. 
Meantime, details for 
pictures scheduled for production by 
Jack Benny 
ing discussed by Lyons, Bagnall, 
Raftery and Manhattan’ bankers. | 
Bank financing will be used in ad-| 
dition to Benny’s own investment. 
Lyons yesterday met with Bankers 
Trust officials in New York to ar- 
|range additional financing. | 





with 
pic- 


Deals Via UA, Financing | ¢'"3"'ss<. < 


Sev-| 


already | 


financing the] 


- | 
‘or UA releases are be-| 
| 


; cOntract as producer, 
Currently he is on vacation after | ly 
studio | 
| 


* 


U. §. Picture-Goers Contribute 
647, of the World-Wide Revenue 





Break It Up 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

You will see no more Louis 
XV chairs or gateleg tables shat- 
tered on a screen heavy’s conk 
unless the studio prop men in- 
vent a substitute for balsa, a 
South American wood that looks 
tough and breaks at the slightest 
resistance. 

Government has taken over 
the supply of balsa, and a 
heavy’s skull, or even a come- 
dian’s, is only human, 











COL. ZANUCK ON 
WAR LEAVE 
FROM 20TH 


With Col. [reported soon to be 
Brigadier General] Darryl F. Zanuck 
granted a leave of absence from 
20th-Fox to devote his full time to 
military duties, speculation in the 
trade this week centered on who 
might be placed in the breach to 
carry on his duties while away from 
the studio, William Goetz, v-p of 
the corporation who presently holds 
the rank of assistant to Zanuck in 
his duties in charge of production, 
is mentioned as the most logical man 
to carry on although others in the 
production personnel setup also 
were listed as possibilities. 

Spyros P. Skouras, who remained 
over in N. Y. instead of going to 
the opening of the company’s re- 
gional meeting in Chicago, an- 
nounced Zanuck’s request for leave 
of absence without pay at a special 
|meeting of 20th-Fox directorate on 
Monday (31). Col. Zanuck at the 
same time tendered his 
as v-p and member of the board of 
directors, the directors accepting 
with regret. 

It was revealed 
session that Col. Zanuck had been 
appointed a member of the execu- 
tive staff of Major General Dawson 
hief signal officer of the 
’. Also that Zanuck would 
ibe stationed at the War Dept in 
| Washington as well as at headquar- 
ters of the Signal Corps detachment 
|of the Research Council in Log An- 
geles. Zanuck has been a reserve 
|Officer in the Signal Corps since 
|1939. Recently he went to England 
j}and Alaska as military observer. He 
| enlisted at 15 in the World War No. 
|1, serving in France. 

Zanuck, who was in N. Y. Monday. 
eft for Washington following the 
ow while Skouras also left 
| (Continued on page 32) 





resignation 


at the Monday 











UA Also Files Special 
to Plea for British Funds)” 


Separate application for unfreez- 
ing of British rental coin by United | 
Artists, similar to special request 
whereby RKO has been receiving 
preferred treatment in getting frozer 
money out of England, hes been | 
i filed along with the industry’s gen- 
‘ral application. It becomes part 
of any overall deal which may be 


|v vorked out with British Government 
| officials. 

To date RKO has been the only 
company getting rentals out of Brit- 
ain, cons iderati on being given to the 
| co my pany ’s unfavorable earning 


i SnNOWINES 
| i Vill eS 





Stephani Moves Out 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
Frederick Stephani checked off the 
Metro lot at the expiration of his 


which 
tieup. 


he will make another 


Motion picture fans of the U.S.A, 
who once contributed approximately 
50°% of the boxoffice receipts in the 
boxoffice receipts in the film indus- 
try, are now turning in almost 64% 
of the worldwide rentals. Since the 
start of World War II, domestic re- 
turns to major companies have 
mounted to more than $252,000,000 
yearly while the round-the-world 
gross wavers between $390,000,000 
and $410,000,000. 

When the war started, Hollywood's 
foreign fields were lost in Germany, 
Italy and all the countries conquered 
or dominated by the Axis powers, 
meaning most of continental Europe. 
There was a general fear among 
the picture-makers that the Ameri- 
can market would not absorb loss 
overseas, but a recent Hays office 
meeting disclosed that 63.8% of the 
revenues from films produced and 
distributed by Hollywood’s major 
plants is paid within the borders of 
the United States. 

British market for the past year 
amounted to around 22%, approxi- 
mately $88,000,000 which is frozen 
by governmental control under the 
exigencies of war but is expected to 
be thawed out eventually in various 
ways. From neutral European coun- 
tries, such as Switzerland, Spain and 
Portugal, the coin is merely a trickle. 

Canada’s yearly return is figured 
at $13,000,000 or about 3.3% of the 
world total. Mexico, Cuba and Cen- 
tral and South America are calcu- 
lated at $18,800,000 annually, or 
about 4.7%, and the rest of the 
world, including Australia, New 
Zealand, China and other lands free 
from Axis influence are figured at 
$25,000,000, or about 6.2% of the 
globular film rental total. 

With the Government evincing a 
desire to keep film production at 
high gear for the duration of the 
war, and a heavy demand for pic- 
tures in all the available foreign 
markets, the major companies are 
looking for a jump of at least 10%, 
or around $450,000,000, in the world 
market next year. 


RKO REPORTED 
TIFFING WITH 
DISNEY 





Walt Disney office 
revolving about disagree- 
set for Disney 
is reported. Disney is again 
talking of switching distribs, from 


Clash between 
and RKO, 
ment 


over terms 





product, 


accounts. 
Understood that RKO has 


readjustments to 


had to 
exhibitors 
hae k as far As la t 


j make 
| going season's 
Reluctant Dragon,’ 
to fact that Disney 
didn’t 


more recente 


ly ‘Fantasia,’ due 


| product in some situations 


lgro guarantee figures. 


With Disney resisting rental re- 
adjustments, RKO has had to give 
exhibs a better deal on other of its 
‘|own product. Question of percent- 
ages on Disney product also figures 


in the current situation. 


Reports earlier this season were 
that Disney might switch back to 
United Artists. 





Lesser’s Gehrig Rei 
esser s Gehrig Reissue 
Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
Reissue of Sol. Lesser’s combo 
western-baseball feature, ‘Rawhide,’ 








starring Lou Gehrig, is being readied 
vith releasing deal under negotia- 


of a 


> ‘ 


Picture cost around $100,000 and 
as made when Gehrig was brought 
‘Tarzan’ but withdrawn as 
the type 


here for 
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Skouras Tells 20th-Fox Convention 
Pix Biz at Peak Prosperity Since 30; 


Removes Budget 





| 


Limits on Pictures: 








Declaring that all branches of the 
film industry are currently enjoying 
the greatest prosperity era since 
1930, Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox 
prexy, told delegates to the com- 
pany’s regional sales convention at 
the Hotel Astor, New York, Friday 
(28) that company policy in future 
was that no picture would be limited 
by fixed budget when, in the opinion 
of studio production heads, it war- 
rants the spending of extra coin to 
make it a boxoffice click. He said 
that extra coin spent in this way 
would not be clipped from the 
budgets on other pictures. 

Touching on the importance of the 
motion picture industry as a morale 
builder, not only for the American 
people but all the United Nations as 
well, Skouras sketched the process 
whereby the film industry had as- 
sumed as its particular responsibility 
the duty of awakening the masses 
previously unaware of the grave 
dangers which faced our national 
existence. The industry saw that 
German propaganda was even more 
powerful than Nazi armed might, 
Skouras added, and realizing its 
obligations took hold at a time when 
national morale was at its lowest 
ebb to release pictures which had 
the greatest effect in bolstering pub- 
lic sentiment. He said that all! film 
companies have carried out and con- 
tinue to carry out this important 
duty and referred in particular to 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ as an instance of 
fiction that, by the light of recent 
developments, has become a fact. 


‘Send Aleng the Top Pictures’ 


Elaborating on the company’s ‘no 
budget limitation’ policy, Skouras 
stated that this decision had been 
taken in respon:: to demands from 
the distribution department to ‘send 
along top pictures and we will get 
percentage terms, more preferred 
playing time and better grosses.’ He 
pointed out, however, that the 
studio could rot be expected to ex- 
ceed the budgets on pictures if the 
sales department did not get in- 
creased rentals which ‘A’ product 
merits. He contended, also, that in 
view of the currently healthy box- 
office conditions which make more 
expensive production possible, ex- 
hibitors should gear themselves to 
guarantee studios that they will get 
increased revenues to justify in- 
creased expenditures. Skouras men- 
tioned ‘Black Swan’ as an instance 
of a production which had exceeded 
the original budget and said, “We 
must get more money for big pic- 
tures which merit percentage terms.’ 

New Peaks 

Substantiating his statement that 
the film industry is hitting a new 
profit peak in more than a decade, 
Skouras cited as an example that 


tern for terms on all 20th-Fox top 
product throughout the country. 





Connors Heads Chi Meet 
Chicago, Sept. 1. 

Tom J. Connors, 20th-Fox v.p. in 
charge of distribution, told delegates 
to the company’s regional sales meet 
here yesterday that all-out coopera- 
tion with the nation’s war effort is 
the first duty of everyone associated 
with the film industry. Among other 
speakers were W. C. Gehring, A. W. 
Smith, Jr., and Hal Horne. 

Spyros Skouras left New York 
yesterday (Mon.) and was expected 
here late today. 

Following conclusion of the meet- 
ing here tomorrow night (Wed.), 
homeoffice execs fly to Dallas, 
where the six sc ‘hern and south- 
western branches convene at the 
Baker hotel Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday (5). Last of the four re- 
gional sessions will be held next 
Sunday (6) and Monday (7) at the 
Ambassador hotel, Los Angeles. 

Following the L. A. meeting, 
Skouras, Connors and Horne will 
confer with studio publicity director 
Harry Brand about advance na- 
tional campaigns which will begin 
with the purchase of stories. 





2¢th Unbiecks Chillers 
Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Two horror films at 20th-Fox, ‘The 
Undying Monster’ and ‘Dr. Renault’s 
Secret,’ have been plucked out of 
the company’s regular block-of-five 
and will be sold separately to the 
peculiar clientele demanding chiller- 
dillers. 

Idea is that the average theatre- 
goer does not like ghastly pictures 
while some houses cater to customers 
who revel in goose pimples. 


20-Fox Paid Out 


$750,000 for 17 
Novels and Plays 








Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

With a layout of approximately 
$750,000 for 17 novels and stage 
plays. 20th-Fox led the Hollywood 
field in the 1941-42 Literary Derby 
ending Sept. 1. Tops for the year 
was the purchase of John Steinbeck’s 
war tale, “The Moon Is Down,’ for 
$300,000. Other literary - financial 
biggies were “The Last Best Hope,’ 
$80,000; ‘The Song of Bernadette,’ 
$75,000; ‘The Pied Piper,’ $45,000; 





‘Tales of Manhattan’ has, in 11 pre- 
release towns where it has already 
been shown, outgrossed every 20th- 
Fox film released in those towns 
last year. He also mentioned ‘Foot- 
light Serenade’ which, in eight pre- 
release engagements this season, has 
exceeded the grosses of any 20th 
film shown last year in the same 
situations. Another significant fac- 
tor stressed by Skouras was that 
there are now 17,000 motion pic- 
tures theatres in operation in the 
U.S.; as compared with 14,000 houses 
four years ago. 

With regard te the 20th produc- 
tion schedule Skouras said there 
may be 12 more pictures, in addi- 
tion to the 30 already announced, 
but that this will be determined by 
availability of material and talent. 

Sales boss Tom Connors, Andy 
Smith, Jr., Hal Horne and Lowell 
Thomas also spoke during the open- 
ing day of the convention. Open 
forum for questions from the floor 
was held Saturday with most of the 
delegates pulling out of New York 
Sunday (30). 

Skouras left for Washington Fri- 
day evening to discuss the War Bond 
drive with Treasury officials and 
then headed for Chicago for the 
20th-Fox regional convertion there 
Monday (31). 

First 11 20th-Fox ‘A’ pictures have 
been sold to the Fox West Coast 
circuit on percentage terms, it was 
announced during opening session of 
the convention. William Kupper, 
executive assistant to Connors, was 
not at the meetinz, having remained 
on the Coast to iron out the deal 
with F-WC. 

Deal with F-WC may set the pat- 
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‘The Meanest Man In the World,’ 


$40,000; “The Immortal Sergeant,’ 
$35,000, and ‘My Friend Flicka,’ 
$25,000. 


Other buys, not so high but still 
important, were “The Ox-Bow Inci- 
dent,’ ‘The Imposter,’ ‘The Bird of 
Paradise,’ ‘I Escaped from Hongkong’ 
and ‘Birthday’ Studio is aiming to 
make up for the loss of film names, 





L Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Sara Allgood’s option picked up by 
20ih-Fox. 

Margo Wood drew 
contract at 20th-Fox. 

Robert Alton signed as dance di- 
rector by Metro. 

Valerie Traxler inked player pact 
at 20th-Fox. 

Gene Tierney’s option lifted by 
20th-Fox. 

William Bendix pacted to make 
two pictures annually at Paramount. 

Richard Simmons’ player option 
picked up by Metro. 

Victor McLaglen signed by 20th- 
Fox. 

Natalie Visart signed as fashion 
designer by Hunt Stromberg. 

Alice Kirby, Yvonne DeCarlo and 
Christopher King had their minor 
contracts with Paramount approved 
by Superior Court. 

William L. Connell drew camera- 
man ticket at Columbia. 


KEEN WALL ST. 
INTEREST IN 
FOX COMMON 


Renewed interest in 20th-Fox 
common shares, not only in finan- 
cial summaries on future prospects, 
but also by healthy purchases by in- 
vestment and banking houses, has 
been noted in Wall Street in recent 
weeks. Besides fresh purchases, 
and those made prior to June 30 
this year, reputedly made by Floyd 
Odlum’'s Atlas Corp., another group, 
represented one of the largest 
banking houses in the Street, is 
known to have been buying the com- 
mon shares over several days. All 
of the latter purchases were at 
above $10 a share, stock now selling 
at around $12. 


Atlas had 15,000 shares of 20th- 
Fox common on last June 30 in con- 
trast to no shares at the close of 
last year. Corporation still retained 
its 3,500 preferred shares of 20th. 
Over the same period, Atlas hold- 
ings in Paramount common declined 
from 40,000 shares to 35,000 as of 
last June 30. 


.The 20th-Fox common share posi- 
tion has come in for extensive praise 
by conservative financial statistical 
firms in recent weeks. One pointed 
to the expanding consumer income 
as likely to bolster the corporation’s 
revenue for the war’s duration and 
to the substantial tax credit carry- 
over into 1942. The management was 
credited with cutting expenses and 
improving product, with the result 
that the earnings outlook compared 
favorably with 1941 when $2.04 was 
earned by the company, by the same 
service. 

The fact that few of about 916,000 
preferred shares are in the hands 
of the public (Chase National owns 
a lafge portion) is reported partly 
responsible for this new interest in 
the 20th-Fox common. Although 
there are still about 1,741,000 shares 
of common outstanding, the re- 


stock player 











due to draft and enlistments, by the 
purchase of stories with marquee 
draft 


WB DEMANDS 40% 








Warner Bros. is demanding deals 
at 40% for ‘Now, Voyager,’ starring 
Bette Davis, top picture in its first 
block of five films for 1942-43 re- 
lease. The other four are ‘Across the 
Pacific,’ ‘Desperate Journey,’ ‘Secret 
Enemies’ and ‘The Busses Roar.’ 

WB has tentatively set ‘Voyager’ 
for the Strand, N. Y., for Oct. 29 for 
four weeks. Theatre has signed Phil 
Spitalny to open with it, with its 
contract calling for four weeks and 
options for two additional stanzas. 


Ere the Smoke,Cleared 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
Battle of the Solomon Islands will 
be made into « two-reel Technicolor 
picture by Warners, with B. Reeves 
Eason directing. 
Film will be shot at Fort Belvoir 
on the West Coast under the title, 











FOR NEW DAVIS FILM 


establishment of the corporation on 
ja consistent earnings basis is bring- 
jing a gradual retirement of addix 
| tional preferred shares. 

| Understood that at current earn- 
| ings rate the company sinking fund 
| requirements result in the corpora- 
| tion buying in around 10,000 shares 
of preferred annually. This gradual 
retirement plus the fact that 20th- 
Fox pays only $1.50 per year on the 
preferred naturally improves the 
common divvy prospects, providing, 
of course, the present earnings net is 
maintained. 

One of the favorable factors cited 
for the company also is that the Na- 
tional Theatres dividend distribu- 
tion will be higher this year than 
in 1941 when the 20th-Fox 42% in- 
terest in National amounted to 40c 
on the common. With theatre busi- 
ness on a decided upbeat, Wall 
Street figures 20th-Fox is sure to 
benefit not only via distribution but 
through its stake in National. 

Twentieth-Fox common = shares, 
whieh went below $6 after the out- 
break of war in 1940, have been 
rising steadily, going above $9 in 
1941 and to better than $12 this year. 
The first six months’ net profit is 
figured as equivalent to 86c per 
share on the common, new high for 





‘The Fighting Engineers.’ 


several years. 





Functions Outside of Sales Policy d 
Encourages Retention of UMPI: 
Members Being Polled on Attitude 





Ambulance Drive Ends 
As US. Gov't Takes Over 


Response to the appeal for funds 
to raise 250 ambulances for the 
American Field Service Overseas 
Ambulance Corps has been so 
spontaneous that the U. S. Govern- 
ment has now been able to take 
over, according to an announce- 
ment issued Monday (1) by Neil 
Agnew, chairman of the Amusement 
Industry Division Campaign. The 
U. S. will be able to supply all am- 
bulances for American forces, the 
Fighting French and the British. 

Simultaneously Agnew asked men 
in the field who have been work- 
ing on the campaign for funds to 
hait the drive and remit all collec- 
tions to M. F. Gowthorpe, treasurer 
of the industry division. Where less 
than $2,200 has been raised by any 
committee, the money is to go into 
the general fund of the American 
Field Service, which takes care of 
ambulance drivers. The campaign 
was launched to get 250 ambu- 
lances, each costing $2,200. 








Major Warner, Odlum, 
Griffis, Rubin, Loew’s 
Add to Their Holdings 


Washington, Sept. 1. 

Vice President Albert Warner of 
Warner Bros. Pictures picked up 
1,200 shares of the company’s com- 
mon during July and raised his hold- 
ings to 103,848 shares, it was dis- 
closed by the Securities & Exchange 
Commission’s report on _ insiders’ 





While the fate of the United Mo.- 
tion Picture Industry, as an organi- 
zation of distributors and exhibitors, 
is uncertain at this time, sentiment 
within the trade strongly favors re- 
tention of UMPI as a medium through 
which matters, other than those re- 
lating to sales policies, may be 
handled. Additionally, leaders point 
to the underlying purpose in mind 
in forming YMPI—that of establish- 
ing unity in the industry—and that 
this unity is no less important now 
than it was before Asst. U. S. At- 
torney Thurman Arnold rejected the 
UMPI plan. 

Though William F. Rodgers, chair- 
man of the committee of the whole 
of UMPI, has not set a date for a 
meeting of UMPI, he stated this week 
that he is sounding leaders mean- 
time. Understood others who have 
been active in UMPI from the start 
are aiso polling members of the or- 
ganization, including all of those who 
are on the exhibitor subcommittee, 
to get a more positive line than ex- 
ists now on whether UMPI shall be 
continued or not. 

Pointed out, among other things, 
that the immediate problem—or 
rather hope—is to obtain the support 
of all distribs and exhibitor organi- 
zations who championed UMPI rather 
than the problem of cost involved 
in retaining it as san organizatir::. 
The cost has been relatively lig: 
and, when allocated to the various 
units in UMPI, amounts to almost 
nothing, 

Only employee of UMPI is Leon 
Bamberger, its executive secretary, 
who maintains a small office in the 
Astor hotel and remains on the job 
pending a final decision as to the 
future, if any, of UMPI. He was 
loaned to UMPI by RKO, where he 
occupied the sales promotion man- 
ager’s post. 

Harry Brandt, president of the In- 





transactions during the June 11 to 
July 10 period. His 14,848 share| 
holdings of the cumulative preferred | 
remained unchanged. 

Among the other transactions in 
stocks of motion picture companies 
was the acquistion of 10,100 shares 
of Radio-Keith-Orpheum common by 
the American Co., of Jersey City, 
N. J., whose holdings were upped 
to 300,230 by the transaction. Ameri- 
can Co. (Floyd Odlum), a beneficial 
owner, took over 4,600 shares on 
June 30 and 3,800 shares on June 
29. The remainder was acquired in | 
five transactions ranging from 200 to! 
500 shares. 

Couple of Stanton Griffis trusts 
added common of Paramount Pic- 
tures, Inc. W. Griffis Trust boosted 
its holdings 600 shares to a total 
of 6,000, and the N. Griffis Trust took 
on 600 to a total of 4,000. Stanton 
Griffis reported month-end holdings 
at 4,800 shares, F. K. Griffis Trust 
at 3,000 and T. G. Latouche Trust 
at 5,400. 

J. Robert Rubin, v.p. and director | 
of Loew’s, Inc., dropped 850 shares 
of common of his company, reducing 
his holdings to 7,465 shares, and the 
corporation disposed of 850 shares, 
cutting its holdings to 27,250 shares. 
Loew’s, Inc., also acquired 48 shares 
of Loew’s Boston Theatres, increas- 
ing its stake to 119,321 shares. 


Selznick Wants Welles 
For Role in ‘Jane Eyre’ 


David O. Selznick has asked Orson 
Welles to play the part of Rochester | 
in ‘Jane Eyre,’ which is being lined 
up for production. Deal would de- 
pend on Welles’ commitments for 
radio or picture work in connection 
with the promotion of the Govern- 
ment’s Latin-American _ solidarity 
campaign. 

Selznick is understood negotiating 
also for an unpublished novel, by 
a name author, which Alfred Hitch- 
cock would direct. 














Zorina in ‘Hostages’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
‘Hostages,’ Stefan Heym’s novel of 
mass murder by the Gestapo in 
Czechoslovakia, is being rushed into 
production by Soi C. Siegel at Para- 
mount. . 
Slated for top spots are Zorina, 
Bruce Cabot and William Bendix. 








dependent Theatre Owners Assn. of 
N. Y. and New York member of the 
UMPI subcommittee, believes UMPI 
should be continued. 

While Paramount and Warner 
Bros. did not subscribe to the con- 
ciliation measures of the UMPI for- 
mula, it is believed in the trade that, 
on the ground they want to be as 
fair as possible to their customers, 
they would come along ultimately 
with Metro, 20th-Fox and RKO on it. 

Another function of UMPI relates 
to tax committees which have been 
set up in each of the 48 states to 
work on tax problems confronting 
the industry. There are a total of 
54 such committees, there being three 
in New York and two each in Cali- 
fornia, Missouri, Ohio and Pennsyl- 
vania, one in all the other states. 

Each committee includes local rep- 
resentation by distributors, affiliated 
and unaffiliated exhibitors. In many 
cases very prominent men in these 


ifields are serving on the boards. 


While set up primarily to handle 
tax matters, it is possible the scope 
of the committee might be expanded 
to include other problems of an in- 
dustry nature. 


CEILING ON SET COSTS 
MONEY-SAVER TO RKO 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Uncle Sam is saving money for the 
film producers by his cost ceiling on 
studio sets, even though they were 
resentful wh@n the lid was clamped. 
Survey of expenses at RKO discloses 
that the company has profited by 
sending troupes far afield to make 
scenes that would have been shot in 
the studio under the pre-war system. 

In recent months the studio has 
sent out 16 location companies to 
film sequences originally intended 
for the sound stages. They ranged 
all over California and into Arizona, 
Nevada, New Mexico, Texas, Illinois, 
Connecticut and New York and 
wound up, in a majority of cases, 
with lower budgets than those de- 
signed for shooting at home. 


Red Light for Raft 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

George Raft draws Brenda Mar- 
shall as femme lead in ‘Background 
to Danger,’ slated for an early start 
at Warners under direction of Raoul 
Walsh. 

Sydney Greenstreet and Peter 
Lorre top the supporting cast. 
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JOHN BOLES, ANDY DEVINE, WALTER CATLETT, page ad in the biggest 


Predaced mkt disilid by GUINN WILLIAMS, ETHEL GRIFFIES 
HENRY KOSTER Et Be wk 


Based on “Le Fruit Vert’ by Regis Gignoux and Jocques Thery 
Associate Producer, Phillip P. Karlstein Adapted by John Jacoby 
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THE GREATEST OF 
SCREEN ADVENTURES 


Romance, action, adven- 
ture in the desert — glori- 
a. ously alive jin Technicolor. 

wi? “1s The Far East's famed de- 
ry lights!...Bagdad’s daring 


it t! 
WALTER WANGER excitemen 
PRODUCTIONS 
presents Preduaad by 


WALTER WANGER 


who gave you 


‘Eagle Squadron“ 





starring 
* MARIA MONTEZ - SABU | 
: with < ‘: 
Leif Erickson : Edgar Barrier: Billy Gilbert 

Charles Coleman - Shemp Howard - John Qualen 


Turhan Bey and Acquanetta 
Directed by John Rawlins 


























”. PATRIC KNOWLES 
+ ANNE GWYNNE” 
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Screenplay by Dwight Tayloj 
Directed by Tim Whe 
Produced by Dwight Ta 





























As the amazing Mrs. 
Holliday, she’s the merriest 
widow of them all... in 





as daring a story as ever 
delighted your audiences! 
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They'll cheer Deanna’s 
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first ina year!... 
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Here are Laugh Vitamins 
“Ae and “en 


BUD 


ABBOTT 


and LOU 





in a riot of Geteriive detecting! 







Patric Know Nihiam — 

Gargan - Louise Allbritton 

— Jerome Cowan: William Bendix 
Mary Wickes - Don Porter 
Thomas Gomer - Ludwig Stossel 


Sereenplay by Stanley Raberts, 
Edmund foseph and John Grant 
Original Story by Stanley Roberts 
Directed by Erle C. Kenton 
Associate Producer, Alex Gottlieb 














ACTION THAT BLAZES LIKE MOLTEN STEEL! 


BIG! BRAWNY! BOLD! a great pic- 
ture from the winning combination 


of “THE SPOILERS” 





STARRING 


MARLENE DIETRICH 
RANDOLPH SCOTT SS 
and JOHN WAYNE 


Directed by LEW SEILER 





Produced by ROBERT FELLOWS 
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SKIRBALL PRODUCTIONS 
presents 


HITCHCOCK'S 














A HITCHCOCK! 


..-with all the box-office 
power of the master’s 
spine-tingling tempo of 
ever-mounting suspense! 
-»-with one of the screen’s 
most brilliant casts! 





Directed by 
ALFRED HITCHCOCK 


_ Produced by 
, JACK SKIRBALL 


























with 
JANE FRAZEE - ROBERT PAIGE 
PEGGY RYAN - CORA SUE COLLINS 
The Jivin’ Jacks and Jills 
and starring 
the screen’s Hep-Happy New Love-Bugs 


GLORIA JEAN - ponaiD O'CONNOR 


Screenplay by Jay Dratier 
; Original story by M. M. Musselman 
Directed by Charlies Lamont 

Associate Producer, Bernard W. Burton 










he RAR RO: 





with 


THE ANDREWS SISTERS 


DAN DAILEY, Jr. * GRACE McDONALD 
CHARLES BUTTERWORTH « WALTER CATLETT 
WILLIAM FRAWLEY « DONALD O'CONNOR 
PEGGY RYAN and the Jivin’ Jacks and Jills 

Screenplay by 
Pau! Gerard Smith and Warren Wilson 
Original Story by Lee Sands and Fred Rath 
Directed by Edward F. Cline 
Associate Producer, Bernard W. Burton 






ALLAN JONES - JANE FRAZEE 


MARJORIE LORD + WILLIAM FRAWLEY 
DON TERRY - HELEN LIND - TOM DUGAN 
JIVIN’ JACKS AND JILLS 
HORTON DANCE GROUP - GRACE AND NICCO 
Original Screen Play by Oscar Brodney 
Directed by Anthony Mann 
Associate Producer, Bernard W. Burton 
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THE FIRST SPECTACULAR PICTURE OF OUR ATLANTIC LIFE-LINE: PATROL 


CULE w Aol 








Storring 


ROBERT STACK -. PATRIC KNOWLES : 
ANDY DEVINE - DICK FORAN | 
BARRY FITZGERALD - FUZZY KN 

















Re-uniting the three great stars of 
WALTER WANGER’S “ARABIAN NIGHTS” 


JON HALL 


- + finding daring action, bewitching 
OG PD DE. GBP, We dricper, tS a WERT Perad. se gi a til 


MARIA MONTEZ 


.-- breathlessly revealing her fascinat- 
ing charms on the screen! 


SABU 





4 ..ohis name alone the mark of thrillingly 
different entertainment! 


Associate Producer 
GEORGE WAGGNER 
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London Booms; ‘Miniver’ Smash 
326, ‘Bambi $12,000, ‘Holiday Inn’ 


Neat 21G, 2d, 


Pitt’ OK at $5,500 





London, Aug. 15. 

Five outstanding faetors account 
for the present boom in London’s 
picture business. They are (1) 
workers’ bulging pocketbooks, (2) 
stay-at-home holidays in response 
to governmental requests, (3) tre- 
mendous influx of Americans in uni- 
form, together with daily arrivals of 
troops on leave, all pleasure-seek- 
ers, (4) official advice to discontinue 
carrying gas masks, plus 15 months’ 
immunity from air raids, (5) high 
standard of current offerings in al- 
most all West End picture houses. 

Ordinarily August finds London 
deserted by a good one-half of its 
population, this being the month 
most favored by vacationists for 
their annual jaunts to seaside or 
country resorts. Transport’ re- 
strictions are keeping the people at 
home this year. 

Coupons tend to make it more and 
more difficult for the Londoner to 
buy luxuries at a time when he has 
more money to spend on such things 
than ever before. So the recent tilt- 
ing of prices at picture houses hasn't 
had any hurtful effect on the 
customers’ eagerness to line up in 
the queue. 

‘Mrs. Miniver,’ now in its sixth 
week at Metro’s Empire, and still 
turning ‘em away, is the acknow- 
ledged picture hit of the year. Next 
ed at the Ritz, ‘Gone With the 

ind’ is also doing smash biz. 

(Grosses, at rate of $4 to the &, 
herewith.) 

Carlton (Par)—‘True to the Army’ 
(Par). Just terminated two weeks 
to mediocre grosses of $5,000 first 


week, with around $4,000, the 
second. Now replaced by ‘Salute 
John Citizen’ (British National), 


which press likens to ‘Mrs. Miniver.’ 


Latter is due for at least three 
weeks. 

Empire (Metro) —‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(Metro) (6th wk). Has been aver- 


aging $32,000 per, and still build- 
ing. Terminates Aug. 20 due to gen- 


eral release date imminence, other- 
wise could stay on several more 
weeks 


Gaumont (GB)—‘Shores of Tripoli’ 
(20th) (3d wk). Playing to small 
coin, with first week under $8,000, 
and second week well below $6,000. 
Management looked frantically for 
replacer, due to disappointing re- 
turns, but could not find anything 
suitable, hence the forced holdover. 


Leicester Square (GFD)—‘Eagle 
Squadron’(U) (3d wk), Fairly good 
at $15,000 for first week, with second 
nearer $12,000, which warrants hold- 
over. Being replaced by ‘The First 
of the Few,’ Leslie Howard pro- 
duction starring Howard and David 
Niven, which is expected to stay 
Tour weeks. 

London Pavilion (UA)—‘The Gold 
Rush’ (UA) (6th wk), Has proved 
moneyspinner, coming at time when 
comedy is in keen demand. Has been 
averaging $14,400 per week, and is 
holding over right to eve of general 
release, hence ‘Close Call’ (Col) re- 
placing for one week, with ‘Little 


Annie Rooney’ (UA) following for 
run 

Marble Arch Pavilion (GB)—The 
Young Mr. Pitt’ (20th) (7th wk). 
Here alone after doubling for six 
weeks at New Gallery (GB). Has 


touched as high as $6,400 for several 
weeks, which is good for this spot, 


but now nearer $5,500. Finishing 
this week. 
New Gallery (GB) — ‘Bambi’ 


(RKO) (2d wk). Was rushed in, re- 
placing ‘Mr, Pitt’ (GB) to catch the 
kids’ holiday trade, and has had 
them queuing up since opening. 

irst week’s intake exceeded $12,000; 


good for eight weeks, and may even | 


Stay longer 

. Odeon (Deutsch) — ‘Pardon My | 
earong (U), Just terminated two | 
weeks run to hefty grosses, with first | 


week topping $15,000, second stanza | 


well above $12,000. First time this 
house has used Abbott and Costello 
pic, their product generally going to 
Leicester Square theatre. Had to 
fold, as due for general release soon. 
Now replaced by ‘Twin Beds’ (UA). 


Plaza (Par)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) 
(Sd wk). Has clicked from start, 
topping $22,000 first week, with 


second $21,000. Staying to general 
release date, which is in two weeks, 
with ‘Palm Beach Story’ 
skedded to follow. 

Regal (WB) — ‘The Tuttles of 
Tahiti (RKO). Limped for fort- 
night to around $8,000, below recent 
average of house, which has been 
On upgrade since introduction of 
Dand policy to help pictures. Now 
replaced by ‘Lady Is Willing’ (Col), 
expected to stay two weeks at least. 
mits (M-G J—‘Gone With Wind’ 
M-G) (122d wk). Here’s record un- 
precedented in annals of picture 
biz. Wind’ has topped $730,000 in 
its run at this smallie, which only 
seats 435, and is still doing capacity. 
Picture has been booked for general 
release. on two weeks’ run policy, 
ind sold out for full run as soon as 

opened, Result is exhibitors have 


(Par) | 


been clamoring to Sam Eckman, Jr., 
local Metro head, to permit exten- 
sion of runs. Will continue at this 
house even after general release. 

Warner (WB)-—‘Juke Girl’ (WB) 
(2d wk). Did fairly in first week, 
topping $10,000, and not likely to go 
below $8,000 in second week, after 
which it vacates to make room for 
‘All Through the Night’ (WB). 


HOLIDAY INN’ 
$17,000, CLEVE. 





“leveland, Sept. 1. 
‘Men of Texas’ is being jived up 
by Duke Ellington for wham biz at 


22,000 at the Palace, which has 
been hitting the bull’s-eye with 


name bands recently. 

‘Holiday Inn’ also is rolling along 
strongly at the State. Hipp enjoy- 
ing an unexpected heavy play on 
‘Magnificent Ambersons.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-40-45-55) 
—‘Pride Yankees’ (RKO) (4th wk). 
Catching nice $5,000 in fourth stanza 
after batting out $7,000 last frame. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-40-45-55 ) 
—‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO). 
Smartly built up and-=sturdy at 
$14,000. Last lap, ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (2d wk), at $1.10 top, 


somewhat disappointing for that 
seale, just okay $17,000. 
Palace (RKO) (3,700: 40-60-70)— 


‘Men of Texas’ plus Duke Ellington 
on stage. Another musical winner 
with Ellington’s orch whipping it up 
to an extra fine $22,000. Last round, 
‘Lady in Jam’ J) with Horace 
Heidt band, smashing nouse mark 
at $38,000. 

State (Loew's) (3.450; 35-40-45-55) 
—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par). Astaire and 
Crosby, fortified by unanimously 
rave notices, had the ropes up over 
weekend. Excellent $17,000 or better. 
Last week, ‘Husbands Necessary’ 
(Par), pleasant $11,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872: 35-40- 
45-55)—‘Annie Rooney’ (UA). Not 
more than $4,000 at best. Last week, 
‘Twin Beds’ (UA) (2d wk), satis- 
factory $5,200 on moveover., 





‘Panama Hattie’ Trim 


$16,000 in Mild Prov.; 


Providence, Sept. 1. 
Nothing big around town this week, 
though all spots are healthy. “Wings 
for the Eagle’ at Majestic is in a 
happy frame of mind as is ‘Panama 
| Hattie’ at Loew’s State ; 





‘Pride of 
the Yankees’ is in its third week at 
RKO Albee and is still knocking 
them over with packed houses. 
Metropolitan reopened to nice biz 


| with name band-pic policy 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,300; 35-40-65)- 
‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) (3d wk) 
and ‘One Born Every Minute’ (U) 


It's a holiday hereabouts, 
consistently strong on 
holdovers. Constant plugging has 
gone a long way in keeping interest 
alive. Looking for neat $9,000 after 
sock $13,000 in second session. 
Carlton (Fay-Loew). (1,400; 30-40- 


|} 50—Talk of Town’ (Codi?) and ‘Blon- 


(lst wk). 
with house 





idie Victory’ (Col) (2d run). Level- 
ing off at nice $3,000 Last week 
‘Tish’ (M-G) and ‘Sabotage Squad 
(Col) (2d run), oke $3.000 | 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 30-40-50)— | 
| ‘Call of Canyon’ (Rep) and vaude 
| Autry’s good for a nice play here- | 
abouts: swel $7.200 Last week, 
‘Mad Doctor Market St (U) and 
| vaude, good $6,500 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 30-40-50)— 
‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and ‘Escape 


Crime’ (WB). Sheridan appeal is ap- 
parently helping this one to solid 
$14,000. Last week, “Ten Gentlemen 
from Point’ (20th) and ‘Magnificent 
Dope’ (20th), nice $14,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 
|}‘Rubber Racketeers’ (Mono) 
Will Osborne band and Andrews 
Sisters. House has been shuttered 
for past month and opened its reg- 
ular weekend showings to big $10,- 
000 in three days. 


55 )— 


Town’ (Col) and ‘Blondie Victory’ 
(Col), good $14,000. 

| Strand (Indie) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
| ‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par) and ‘Joan 
Ozark’ (Rep). Above average trade 





| at $7,000. Last week, ‘Night New 
Orleans’ (Par) and ‘Suicide Squad- 
ron’ Par neat e2 900 


‘Wings Eagle’ High 146 


State (Loew) (3.200; 30-40-50)— | 
‘Panama Hattie’ (M-G) and ‘Grand 
Central Murder’ (M-G). Paced at} 
nice $16,000. Last week, ‘Talk of 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Sept. 3 

Astor—‘Pride of the Yankees’ 
(RKO) (8th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 15) 
Capitel—Somewhere I'll Find 
You’ (M-G) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 5) 
Criterion—‘Pardon My Sarong’ 
(U) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 5) 

Globe—‘Moscow Strikes Back’ 
(Artkino) (4th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 19) 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (15th week) 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Music Hall—‘Talk of the Town’ 
(Col) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 29) 

Paramount — ‘Holiday Inn’ 
(Par) (5th week). 

(Reviewed im ‘Variety’ June 17) 

Roxy—'The Pied Piper’ (20th) 
(4th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 8) 

Strand—‘Across the _ Pacific’ 
(WB) (4). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Am®. 19) 

Week of Sept. 10 

Astor—‘Pride of the Yankees’ 
(RKO) (9th week). 

Capitol—‘Somewhere I'll Find 
You’ (M-G) (3d week). 

Glebe—‘Moscow Strikes Back’ 
(Artkino) (5th week). 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (16th week). 

Music Hall—‘Talk of the Town’ 


(Col) (3d week). 

Paramount — ‘Holiday Inn’ 
(Par) (6th week). 

Roxy — ‘Footlight Serenade’ 
(20th) (9th). 


(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 8) 
Strand—‘Across the Pacific’ 
(WB) (2d week). 


— 
‘Pride’ Record $5,000 


In Lincoln for 11 Days 


Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 1. 

A new house record is being 
chalked up at the Varsity currently 
with ‘Pride of the Yankees.’ Film 
pulled a full house every day for 11 
days, longest run in several years. 

Estimates for This Week 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-30-44)—‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th). 
Looked like it might go as high as 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Eagle Squadron’ 
(U), $4,000. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
(1,236; 10-30-44) — ‘After Mein 
Kampf’ (PRC) and ‘Almost Married’ 
(U). Light $1,100. Last week, ‘Top 
Sergeant’ (U) and ‘I Was Framed’ 
(WB), $1,000. 

State (Noble-Overman) 
20-28) — ‘Playmates’ 
‘Power Town.’ Kyser brought it up 
to $1,200. Last week, ‘Gold Rush’ 
(UA) and ‘New Wine,’ $1,200. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,859; 
10-30-44) — ‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ 
(M-G) Sad $2,800. Last 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th), $3,500, 
good. 








(986; 10- 
(RKO) and 


Pulling a new 
days, $5,000. 


house record in ll 


N.Y.’s Wow B.0. Continues; A.&C. Ride 
Record $36,000, Lana-Gable Hot 486, 


Town Big 1106, ‘Min’-Ed Sullivan 506 








With a powerful weekend under 
their belt, Broadway theatres are 
heading for a very fancy total this 
week. From the smaller first-runs 
to the larger houses, business ranges 
from good to socko. Despite rain on 
Saturday (29), the day was one of 
the biggest ever, while Sunday also 
was much above normal. 

The street includes several hold- 
overs that are doing extremely 
well. Their staying powers must be 
largely attributed to the huge turn- 


over in transients each week in 
downtown N. Y. : 
New shows moved into. the 


Capitol, Music Hall, State, Criterion 
and Rialto during the past week. 
Among these, a sensation at the box- 
office is ‘Mrs. Miniver’ on second- 
run at the State, with Ed Sullivan 
and the Harvest Moon dance win- 
ners on the stage. The way it looked 
yesterday (Tuesday), when business 
was running almost neck-and-neck 
with opening day (Thursday), the 
former all-time record of the house 
of $50,317 would be broken. That 
figure was attained by Eddie Cantor 
and ‘It’s a Wonderful World’ (M-G) 
in 1939 in the July 4th week. 

Should the current State bill ride 
over that figure, it becomes all the 
more remarkable since no more than 
five stageshows can be done, due to 
length of ‘Miniver,’ whereas Cantor 
did six. ‘Miniver’ and Sullivan bill 
holds over a second week and may 
go a third. 

Another show definitely estab- 
lishes a new high for the house 
which it is playing. Picture is ‘Par- 
don My Sarong.’ On its first week at 
the Criterion ended last night (Tues- 
day) it drew a smash $36,000, best 
the small-seater has done since built 
about seven years ago. 

Music Hall, on its first week with 
‘Talk of the Town,’ is breaking the 
speed limit for a likely $110,000, un- 
usually big, while ‘Somewhere I'll 
Find You,’ with Lana Turner and 
Clark Gable, should take the Capitol 
to a rousing $48,000 or over. Both 
pictures hold over. Take on ‘Talk’ 
at $110,000 tops the opening week’s 
$109,000 for ‘Miniver’ at the Hall. 

Doing an extraordinary business 
is ‘Holiday Inn’ and the Skinnay 


Ennis band, plus the Ink Spots, 
which on the fourth week at the 
Paramount concluded last night 


(Tuesday) got $67,000, lofty takings. 
Picture will be held two additional 
weeks, becoming the first in the 16- 
year operation of the Par to have 


|that long an engagement. Only one 


other show went five stanzas. Due 
to prior bookings, Ink Spots are out 





of the Par show starting today 


week, | (Wednesday), while Ennis goes back 
very |} to the Coast for a rest. 


Replacing 
is the Will Osborne band and the 


Varsity (Noble-Overman) (1,100; | Charioteers. 
10-30-44 )—‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO). |! 


‘Pied Piper’ is another holdover 


| that displays remarkably fine con- 


| 


sistency, It remains in the upper 








| regulars into the Capitol and Keith’s. 
| ‘Miniver’ is still husky in its third 


|} session and ‘Talk of the Town’ is 
| substantial on repeat week 
| ‘Pride of the Yankees’ closed 
istrongiy after four stanas ‘Eagle 
| Squadron,’ new Keith entry, is doing 

resoun $12.000 at normal ad- 
misn Calt 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3.434; 28-39-44-66) 
|} —‘Crossroads’ (M-G) plus stage show 
headed by Larry Adier. Solid $25 
1000. Last week, ‘Pied Piper’ (20th) 
with Tony Pastor’s band on stage 
| Picture got fine word of mouth and 
| rolled up a stout $25,000 
| Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 29-44)— 
‘This Above All’ (20th). Only fair 
$5,000. Moveover from Palace. Last 
week, ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par), $6,000 


and no complaints. 

Earle (WB) (2,210; (28-39-44-66)— 
‘Talk of Town’ (Col) with stage 
show. Critics sang hosannahs 
walloping $23,000 is result 





holdover, this week, $18,009, plenty | 
good. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 40-50-65 )— 
| ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) and back to 
; normal prices Swell $12.000 and | 
holds. Last week, ‘Pride 


Yankees’ | 
| (4th wk), near $10,000 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,600, 28-44 )— | 
| arenas Girl’ (Par.) First rate $7.- 

000 Last week. ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB Ft 
hefty $7,500. 
Palace (Loew) 
Miniver’ (M-G) 
tip ton $19.000 
‘000 and 


(2.242: 28-55) —'Mrs 
(3d wk). Will grab} 
Ear] er sessior $29 . 


$96.000 terrific i 


and | 
On the} 


a+ + 

| 

Washington, Sept. 1. 
Holdovers this week brought the 





| 


‘Jac 


‘Eagle Squadron’ Fine $12,000 in D. C.; 
Crossroads’ Plus Vaude Solid $25,000 





T. Dorsey Ups ‘Postman’ 
To Wham 306 in Indpls.; 


‘Serenade’ Big $10,500 


; brackets at $60,000 on the third 
week ended last night (Tuesday) 
and begins a_  fourth-final canto 
today. 

Strand, now on its third (cone 
cluding) round with ‘Gay Sisters’ 
and Sammy Kaye, continues: a 
strong pace at around $40,000 on 
the blowoff. 

Closed for most of the summer, 
the Rivoli reopened last night 
(Tuesday) when ‘Wake Island’ had a 
special preem for the benefit of the 
Red Cross. Theatre is being oper- 
ated by a joint committee represent- 
ing the United Artists Theatre 
cireuit and Paramount, latter having 
taken a 50% interest in the house, 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 55-65-$1.10) 
—‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO-Gold- 
wyn) (8th wk). Holding its stride 
heautifully, the seventh stanza end- 


ing last night (Tuesday) being 
$25,000, close behind the prior 
stanza’s $25,500. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,620; 35-55-85. 


$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Somewhere I'll Find 
You’ (M-G). Biggest biz-getier here 
in long time, with potent $48,000 or 
betier sighted. Holds. Last week, 
second for ‘Ambersons’ (RKO), un- 
der $22,000. fairly good. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,062; 35-44. 
55-75-85 )—‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) 
(24 wk). Begins holdover today 
(Wednesday), after socking through 
to tremendous $36,000 on first seven 
“a, ea! es for house. Last 
week, ‘Invisible ent’ (U) (3d w 
$9,000, fine. 2 shy gle 

Globe (Brandt) 


(1,250; 35-55-75- 
85 )—*Moscow 


Strikes Back’ (Arte 
kino) (3d wk). Looks $14,000 or 
close, very good, while last week 
(2d) ran to $17,000, excellent. Holds 
a fourth. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,225: 83-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Dandy’ (WB) (14th 
wk). Roadshow film started the cur- 
rent (14th) week strongly by getting 
$9,800 on the first three days; last 


week (13th) pushed’ to $18,200, a 
tidy profit. 
Palace (RKO) (1,700: 28-35-44-55- 


65-75) —‘Wings For Eagle’ (WB) (2d 
run) and ‘Give Out, Sisters’ (U) (st 
run). This duo won’t pull more than 
about $8,000, fair. Last week, ‘Top 
Hat’ (RKO) (reissue) and ‘Duke 
West Point’ (20th) (reissue), $8,200. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and Skin- 








| nay Ennis band, plus Ink Spots, 
| Raced on the fourth week through 


yesterday (Tuesday) to take down a 
bagfull at $67,000, while prior stanza 
(3d) hit high in the clouds at 
$77,000. Picture goes two more 
weeks, with Will Osborne’s band and 
the Charioteers replacing Ennis and 
Ink Spots on stage. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44 - 55 - 85 - 99 - $1.65)— 
‘Talk of Town’ (Col) and stage show. 
A wow at the boxoffice at $110,000 
or close, and holds. Last week, sec- 





ond for ‘Bambi’ (RKO), $90,000, 
strong. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Just Off Broadway’ (20th). A good 
$7,000 seen, same af the previous 


Rivoli (2,092; 35-55-75-85-99 )— 


| week with ‘I Live on Danger’ (Par). 
| ‘Wake Island’ (Par) premiered here 


last night (Tuesday), with all pro- 
ceeds going to the Red Cross. Starts 
regular run today (Wednesday). 


House has been closed since early in 
July. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)-—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and stage 
show (4th-final wk). Starts windup 
stanza today (Wednesday); the third 
week, up last night (Tuesday), 
| mounted to a sock $60,000, while the 





| second was $67,000. 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 39-44-55-75- 

| 90-$1 10'\—*Miniver’ (M-G@) (24 rund 

Indianapolis, Sé pi 1 and Ed Sullivan with the Harvest 

Dorsey’s band show is the | Moor dance! Thi how is very 

bellringer this week with ‘Postman! rich in b.o. vitamins and may scalé 

Didn’t Ring’ at the Circle. Band is} the heights to over $50,000 for the 

packing them in consistently with | best gross theatre has done in its 

plenty of standees. ‘Footlight Ser- | 21 years of existence. Turnover prob- 

enade’ is leading the straight filmers, | lem prevents more than five stage- 

better than average at Indiana, | S2Ow: Former high of $50,317 was 

Business otherwise is spotty. | scored in 1939 by Eddie Cantor and 

Estimates for This Week j i a Wonderful World (M-G). Last 

| week larzan Adveniure’ (M-G) 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 30-40- | (9g run) and Smith and Dale. others. 

55)—Postman Didn't Ring’ (20th) | over $24,000, good. ‘Miniver’ and 
with Tommy Dorsey band Solid | the current stageshow holds over. 

jive show with strong supporting Strand (WB) (2,756; 85-55-75-85 

acts is getting powerful $30,000, | 99-$1.10)—‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and 

second best biz of season. Last! Sammy Kaye (3d-final wk). Con- 

week, ‘Magnificent Ambersons’|tinues sturdily, looking $40,000 or 


(RKO) and ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col), 
fair $8,500 at 28-44c scale. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,200; 28-33- 
44)—‘Footlight Serenade’ (2@éh) and 
‘Little Tokyo, U.S.A.’ (20th). Strong 
$10,506. Last week, ‘Wings for Eagle’ 


shade over average 


Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 28-33-44)— | 
ke Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Calling 


| thereabouts this week (3d). The 


} second built to a surprisingly juicy 


| $51,000. ‘Across the Pacific’ (WB) 
j}and Dick Jurgens’ band open Fri- 
| day (4). 


(WB) and ‘Tombstone’ (Par), $8,700, | 





Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G). Meager $8,590, 


Keith’s (Ind) (1,200; 28-44) —/| Last week, ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and 
‘You're Telling Me’ (U) with vaude-|‘Blondie’s Event’ (Col), very nice 
ville, nice $3,900 in four-day run. | $10500, 

‘Unseen Enemy’ (U) with Ken May-! Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,850; 28-33- 
inard and horse heading vaude| 44)--wings for Eagle’ (WB) and 
wound up with dandy $4,100 last| Tombstone’ (Par). Routine $4,000 


on moveover. Last week, ‘Pardon 
Sarong’ (U) and ‘Tough as Come 
(ty) mash @5 700 in movenrve 
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Tales, Sturdy $24,000, Tops Frisco: 
Serenade 216, Pride -Vaude 226, 3d 








San Francisco, Sept. 1. 
‘Tales of Manhattan’ is pacing the 


town with $24,000 at the Warfield, 
while not far behind is ‘The Pride |} 
of the Yankees, in its third torrid 


week at the Golden Gate. ‘Pride’ is 
being aided by a new stage bill. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
*Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
*‘Henry, Dizzy’ (Par). In the money 
at $21,000. Last week, ‘Crossroads’ 
(M-G) and ‘Affairs of Martha’ 
(M-G) (2d wk), $18,200, socko. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 40-44- 
65)--‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) (3d 
wk) plus new stage show. The new 
vaude, including Frank Jenks, is 
helping lift this to $22,000 for a third 
torrid week. Last week, $25,700, ter- 
rific. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-55)-—'Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) and 
‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Clicking along at $8,000 for second 
sesh. Last week, $13,800, nice. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
65)—‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G). Back 
at pop prices, adding up to $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adven- 
ture’ (M-G) and ‘Fly by Night’ 
(Par), $17,800, hefty. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Affairs 
of Martha’ (M-G) (moveover). The 
third week downtown on this combo 
is bringing in $7,000. Last week, 
‘The Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Sweater 
Girl’ (Par) (2d week of moveover), 
$7,300, big. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55)—‘Lady in Jam’ (U) 
and ‘Drums Congo’ (U) (2d wk). 
Will reap nice $8,000 on second 
stanza. Last week, solid $10,700. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 50-65)— 
‘Tales of Manhattan’ (20th) and 
‘Thru Different Eyes’ (20th). Prices 
were raised on this bill, bringing in 
robust $24,000 to lead city. Last 
week, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (5th 
wk), closed at fine $13,100. 

Tivoli (Blumenfeld) (1,590; 35-40- 
55)—‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and 
‘Call Ellery Queen’ (Col) (second 
sesh of moveover). Fair $3,000, con- 
sidering it played three weeks at 
Orpheum before stopping here. Last 
week, also $3,000. 


‘Squadron’ Terrific 
$15,000, Seattle’s Ace: 
‘Talk Town’ Huge 116 


Seattle, Sept. 1. 
of bally marked opening 
of ‘Eagle Squadron’ at rpheum, 
which is leading the town. News- 
paper ads were upped and so was 
the scale. Record $15,000 is the re- 
sult. ‘Talk of the Town,’ at the 
Liberty, also is rated a smash hit. 

‘Sarong’ is solid in its h.o. at the 
big Paramount, after a great initial 
stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 








Plenty 


vi 


4(-58), ‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Night 
New Orleans’ (Par) (2d wk), good 
$3,500. 

Winter Gard:n ‘(Steriing) (800: 20- 
30)—Fantasia’ (RKO) and ‘Male 
Animal’ (WB) (3d run), 


$3,500. Last week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ 


| (M-G) and ‘Wife “Takes Flyer’ (Col) 


(2d run), excellent $3,400. 


TALK’ NOISY 
18G IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, Sept. 1. 

Boxoffice score is above summer 
par though slightly under last week. 
Current topper is ‘Talk of Town’ at 
the Albee. ‘Pied Piper’ is furnish- 
ing sweet music for the Palace. 

Of the holdovers, ‘Reap Wild 
Wind,’ is hanging up a stout second 
session at the Capitol. Veterans of 
Foreign Wars are here this week 
for their 43d annual encampment, 
which means the downtown houses 
are deriving some added biz from 
the visitors. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Talk of Town’ (Col). Smash $18,- 
000. Last week, ‘Bambi’ (RKO), 
very good $13,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 34-44-55-60) 
—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Big $10,000. Last week (ist), socko 


$18,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Through Different Eyes’ (20th) and 
‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par), split with 
‘Spy Ship’ (WB) and ‘Girl From 
Alaska’ (Rep). Steady $2,100. Ditto 
last week for ‘Kid’s Guns’ (PRC) 


and ‘Night New Orleans’ (Par), di- 


vided with ‘Hillbilly Blitzkreig’ 
(Mono) and ‘Men St. Quentin’ 
(PRC). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50)— 


‘Friendly Enemies’ 
Brutal $2,500. 


(UA), six days. 
Last week, ‘Footlight 


Serenade’ (20th) (2d run), fine 
$6,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1.500: 33-40-50) 
—Bambi’ (RKO). Moveover from 


Albee for second week. Good $5,000. 
Same last week on ‘Wings for Eagle’ 
(WB) (2d run). 
Lyric (RKO) 
‘Footlight Serenade’ 
transfer for third 


(1,400: 28-33-42 )— 
(20th). Second 
stanza on front 


line. Fair $3,500. Last week, ‘Par- 
don My Sarong’ (U) (3d run), big 
$4,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 


‘Pied Piper’ (20th). Merry $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Are Husbands Necessary’ 
(Par), neat $11,000. 


TISH’ MILD 116, BALTO: 
WINGS’ BIG $11,000 1.0. 


Baltimore, Sept. 1 





Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(890; 30-40-58 )—‘Footlight Serenade’ 


(20th) and ‘Little Toyko’ (20th) (3d 
wk). Hot from Musie Hail. Swell 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Blue Horizon’ 
(Par) and ‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par) 


(4th wk), steady $2,800. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 30-40- 
58) — ‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and 
‘Through Different Eyes’ (20th). Big 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Tarzan’s N. Y, 
Adventure’ (M-G) and ‘Calling Dr. 
Gillespie’ (M-G), moderate $6,300. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)~— 
‘Talk of Town’ (Col). Rolling off 
the show in 140 minutes helps, 
though form. at. night.--Smash 
hit at $11,000, and run is anticipated. 
Last week, ‘Kukan’ (UA) and ‘Ellery 
Queen Meets Agents’ (Col). oke 
$6,900. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58) 
—‘Miniver’ (M-G) (7th wk). Still 
holding nicely, %4,700. Last week. 
same film, great $5,000. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 30-40-58) 
—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) and ‘Fly 
By Night’ (Par). Going along for 
very good $6,300. I.ast week, second 
of ‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
‘Little Tokyo’ (20th), nice $4,800. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 40-50-65) 
—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U). Big cam- 
paign helping this picture, terrific 
$15,000. Rapid turnover making this 
record take possible. Last week 
(30-40-58), ‘Invisible Agent’ (U) and 
‘Lady Gangster’ (WB), so-so $7,100. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40- 
58)—‘Marry Boss Daughter’ (20th) 
lus Ina Ray Hutton band on stage. 
and accounts for most of business 
and swell $10,000. Last week, ‘Klon- 
dike Fury’ (Mono) and ‘Unseen 
Enemy’ (U), plus vaude, mild $7,900. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) and ‘No 
Hands Clock’ (Par) (2d wk). Great 
$7,500. Last week, same duo, landed 
marvelous $14,500. 


lines 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 23-40) 
— ‘Married Angel’ (M-G) and 
‘Gentlemen from Point’ (20th) (2d 


run). Good $3,000. Last week (30- 





Most downtowners here are mark- 
| ing time with h.o. product and point- 


|ing for the fresh Labor Day start. 
| Of few new entries current. ‘The Big 
| Shot,’ at Keith’s. and ‘Tish,’ at 


| Loew’s Century, are attracting fair- 


| ish response. 
| Some rather nice action also.re- 
| ported for ‘Tombstone, the Town 


Too Tough to Die,’ at the Mayfair, 





Excellent | 


Ds , 
nicely located to cash in on action- 
full releases, 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-35-40-55)—Tish’ (M-G). Getting 
a fairish return at $11,000. Last week, 
fourth of ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ (M-G) 

| brought total for run to solid $71,200. 


| Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-38-44-55-66-75) — ‘Pride 


| Yankees’ (RKO) (3d wk) plus vaude. 
All right in third stanza at possible 
| $13,000 after strong $41,400 for pre- 
vious brace; upped prices helping 
| figure mount, 
| Keith's (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-35-40-55) — ‘Big Shot’ (WB). 
| Rather steady action to $13,000. Last 
week, third of ‘Pardon Sarong’ (U) 
brought grand total for entire run 
to swell $45,300; best chalked up by 


any Abbott-Costello comedy in 
Balto. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)— 
‘Tombstone’ (Par). Nicely spotted 


for better than average $5,500, Last 
week, second of ‘Annie Rooney’ 
(UA), added steady $2,900 to strong 
opener at $4,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—Footlight Serenade’ (20th) (3d 
wk). Holding to okay biz to bring 
total to $14,600 for three sessions, 
nice @igure for limited seating at 
hand. Current week, near $3,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,286; 17-28-40-55) 
—Wings For Eagle’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Very nice in h.o. at possible $11,000, 
after rousing $16,300 on initial sesh. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450; 17- 
28-44-55) — ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) 
(moveover), Steady at $6,000 after 
big four-week run in downstairs 
Century. Last week, ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ (U), fair $3,200. 





‘Mail’-Jurgens Crack 
$25,000 in Pitt; ‘Wings’ 
Big 176, ‘Piper’ 76, H.0. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 1. 

Biz still sturdy with the weather 
continuing to be considerable help. 
Nice cool weekend had everybody 
doing well. Stanley is out in front 
with ‘Jackass Mail’ and Dick Jur- 
gens orch. First time around here 
for Jurgens but new band is pulling 
strongly. Fulton is getting a first- 
rate fourth and last week out of 
‘Eagle Squadron.’ 

Estimates for This Week 





Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 35-44-66)— 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (4th wk). 


Winding up a month’s stay to okay 
$5,000, fine. Last week, fine $7,000. 
This means $30,000 or slightly better 
on the run for first picture getting 
advanced prices here. Latest h.o. 
pushes back ‘Private Buckaroo’ (U) 
and ‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) to 
Saturday (5) opening. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200: 35-40-55)— 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th) (2d wk). Click 
at least $7,000, and moves tomorrow 
(2) to the Senator for third week. 
Last week, ‘Piper’ was almost $12,- 
000, best here in some time. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 
55)—‘Wings for Eagie’ (WB). All 
of crix had a good word on this one 
and it’s sticking close to the $17,000 
| mark, fairly steady figure here lately. 





30-40- | 


‘Crossroads’ Wow $15,500 in Philly: 
Dandy 326, 3d Wk; ‘Miniver 166, 5th 








We Stand’ (20th) and ‘A-Haunting 
Will Go’ (20th) $2,700, 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-55-66 )— 


‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and _ Dick 
Jurgens band. Beery pix are al- 


ways fairly consistent around here 
but nothing like this, which means 
Jurgens can take plenty of credit 
for crack $25,000. That’s extraor- 


dinary because Jurgens is com- 
paratively umknown locally. Last 
week, Paul Whiteman and ‘Are 
Husbands Necessary’ (Par), just 
short of $23,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-55)— 


‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) (2d wk). Shifted 
here from Penn, but oke $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) 
great at $9,000 for fifth week. 


SARONG 146 
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Denver, Sept. 1. 

With heavy war plant activity and 
the city also getting its share of pa- 
tronage from servicemen, first-runs 
are having no difficulty in rolling up 
nice grosses. ‘Pardon My Sarong’ is 
packing the Denver for top coin cur- 
rently while ‘Beyond the Blue Hori- 
zon’ still is strong in the second week 
at the Denham. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-50-60)— 
‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB), after week 
at the Denver. Nifty $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th), after 
a week at Denver and playing day- 
date With Broadway, great $5,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-35-40- 
50)—‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ (M-G), 
after week at the Orpheum. Fair 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Tales Manhattan’ 
(20th), after a week at Denver and 
day-date with Aladdin, good $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-40- 
50-60)—‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) (2d 
wk) and ‘Tombstone’ (Par), Fine 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Blue Horizon’ 
(Par), opening week, packed house 
to a huge $14,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-40-50-60) 
—‘Pardon Sarong’ (U) and ‘Postman 
Didn't Ring’ (20th). Big $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) 
and ‘Murder Big House’ (WB), big 
$12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-35-40- 











50-60) — ‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) 
and ‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO). Fine 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Maisie Gets Man’ | 
i (M-G) and ‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adven- 


ture’ (M-G), big $12,500. 

Paramount (Fox (2,200; 30-45)— 
i‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) and 
‘Blondie Victory’ (Col). Nice $7,000. 
|Last week, ‘Sergeant York’ (WB) 
land ‘Was Framed’ (WB) (2d wk), 
$7,500. 


big 


Last week, ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) about 
$17,500. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 30-44-66)—‘Mrs. | 
Miniver’ (M-G) (6th wk). Moved 


here after two weeks at Warner and 
three at Penn. Enough left for swell 
| $3,800. Last week, ‘Crossroads’ 
|(M-G), on moveover from Penn, 
| thin $2,200. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 
—‘Road to Glory’ (20th) and ‘Sabo- 
|tage Squad’ (Col). Second time 
‘Glory’ has been reissued locally in 
|last couple of years. Hardly better 
'than weak $2,500. Last week, ‘United 





Boston, Sept. 1. 

With the streets still swarming 
after dark, the picture houses are 
catching big trade, especially since 
a considerable improvement in the 
weather has made life tolerable. Be- 
sides the stage show and ‘Men of 
Texas’ at the Boston, which is un- 
usually strong, only ‘Gay Sisters’ at 
the Metropolitan is standout ,among 
the new entries. Holdovers are okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200: 40-55-65-75- 
85)—‘Men of Texas’ (U) with Jackie 
Cooper, Judy Canova, Dick and Dot 
Remy and Louis Prima’s band. Live 
talent is pushing this io terrific $32,- 
000. _ Last week, Andrews Sisters, 
Will Osborne’s band and ‘Favorite 
Spy’ (RKO), 34,500, tremendous. 

Fenway ‘(M-P) (1,373; 30-44-60)— 
‘Are Husbands Necessary’ (Par) and 
‘Lady Gangster’ (WB). Moderately 
okay $5,000. Last week, ‘Beyond 
Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Sweater Girl’ 
(Par), tepid $4,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-55-65- 
75)—Pride Yankees’ (RKO) and 
‘Flying With Music’ (20th).  Bol- 
stered with new second feature and 





holding up in third frame at a solid 





Men of Texas -Prima-Canova Giant 
$32,000 in Hub; ‘Sisters’ Speedy 236 “SeceerPEse 


$20,000. 
$21,000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 30-44- 
55-60)—‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Spy 
Ship’ (WB). A little spotty, but 
pulling satisfactorily at $23,000. Last 
week, ‘Wings For Eagle’ (WB) and 
‘Postman Didn’t Ring’ (20th), thin 
$15,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-65-70) 
—‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘About 
Face’ (UA). Good in second frame 
at $16,500. Last week, $22,500. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,800; 30-44-60) 
—‘Are Husbands Necessary’ (Par) 
and ‘Lady Gangster’ (WB). A new 
bill here and better than expected 
at $12,000. Last week, ‘Blue Hori- 
zon’ (Par) and ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par), 
sad $9,000. 

State (Orpheum) (3,600; 40-65-70) 
—‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘About 
Face’ (UA). Slowing down in sec- 


Last week, single featured, 


ond round to nice $11,500. Last 
week, $17,500. 
Transiux (Translux) (900; 17-28- 


44-55)—‘Hello Annapolis’ (Col) and 


‘Things to Come’ (UA). Pointing to 
$4,200, okay. Last week, ‘Night 
Train’ (20th) and ‘Top Sergeant’ 





(U), $4,500, 


| 
30-40-55) 


‘Det. Still on Upbeat; 
| ‘Serenade’ Wham 286, 
| ‘Animal’-Rey $44,000 


———_s 


Detroit, Sept. 1. 

Figures here continue in the high- 
er brackets each week as Detroit's 
mechanics spend their ‘vacations’ in 
the film houses rather than at re- 
sorts. Currently business is climb- 
ing above the already high summer 
| level with the city’s population 
|swelling fast under the armament 





Maie Animal’ coupled with the Al- 
vino Rey orchestra and King Sis- 
j ters. Fox is hitting a big figure with 
|‘Footlight Serenade’ and ‘Little 
| Tokyo, U. S. A.,’ the only fresh pic- 
| ture bill in the loop besides the 
| Michigan. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 50-65)— 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (3d wk) and 
‘Hope Schuyler.’ Former picture 
moved over after two strong weeks 
at the Fox. Nifty $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) and 
‘Blondie Victory’ (Col), great at 
ditto figure. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 50-65) 
—‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
‘Little Tokyo’ (20th). Sock $28,000. 
Last week, ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) and 
‘A-Haunting Will Go’ (20th) (2d wk) 
tucked a choice $23,000 on powerful 
$32,000 for first stanza. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
50-65)—‘Male Animal’ (WB) and Al- 
vino Rey orchestra on stage. Sweli 
$44,000. Last week, ‘Gay Sisters’ 
(WB) and ‘True to Army’ (Par) (2d 
wk), surprise $22,000 added to first 
week's $25,000. 


Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 


000; 50-65)—‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and 
‘True to Army’ (Par) (3d wk). Pair 
Michigan look for a 





moved from 


‘> —————_______. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 1, 

There’s still plenty of money in 
this sector and the wickets are turn. 
ing at a feverish pace currently. 
Week marked the reopening of the 
Aldine after a summer-long hiatus 
with healthy biz reported for Hedy 
LaMarr’s latest starrer, ‘Crossroads,’ 
Pic was hypoed by plenty of bally- 
hoo attending Miss LaMarr’s per- 
sonalling here today (Tues.) in cone 
nection with War Activities Com- 
mittee bond drive opening. 

Also in the blue chips are hold- 
overs of ‘Yankee Doodle,’ and ,‘Mrs, 
Miniver.’ Most of the films will 
holdover to ready for Labor Day 
product splurge. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68- 
75)—‘Crossroads’ (M-G). Initial 
week for newly reopened house is 
netting sock $15,500, plus extra $4,- 
800 for Sunday showing of picture 
at the Earle. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57. 
68)—‘Take Leiter’ (Par) (2d run), 
Good $3,100. Last week, ‘This Above 
All’ (20th), $3,200 for third run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,569; 75-$1.10)— 
‘Yankee Doodle’ (WB) (3d _ wk), 
Plenty of pep left in this one, with 
bangup $32,000 for third session, 
Last week, smash $32,000 plus $4,000 
extra for Earle Sabbath showing. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75 )—~ 
‘Men of Texas’ (U) with Paul White- 
man band on stage. Okay $20,000 
but way behind previous week. Last 
week, ‘Spy Ship’ (WB) plus Glenn 
Miller orch, near-record $45,800 for 
combo. Miller likely would have 
hung up new mark ahead of old 
record of $46,700 but three broad- 
casts from stage hurt since there 
was little turnover these nights. 

Fox (WB) (2,452; 35-46-57-68-75)— 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) (2d wk), 
Dropped to $13,500, but still fair. 
Initial week, good $22,000. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA).  Satis- 
factory $4,200. Last week, ‘Allen 
Poe’ (20th), slightly under $4,000. 

Keith’s (WB) (2.200; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO) 
(2d run). Notso good at $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Saboteur’ (U), pale $2,800 for 
second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68- 
75)—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (5th wk). 
Still keeping solid pace with nifty 
$16,000. Fourth semester last week), 
bangup $17,500. 

Stanton (WB) 
—Jackass Mail’ 
fine $9,000. Last 
Adventure’ (M-G) 
holdover sesh. 


(1,457: 35-46-57-68) 
(M-G). Drawing 
week, ‘Tarzan’s 
okay $5,500 for 





J. Dorsey-‘Husbands’ 
Cracks 10-Year Mark 
In Buff., Sock $32,000 


Buffalo, Sept. 1. 





| Another great 


week ig coming up 
| currently with holdovers playing a 
| prominent part. Jimmy Dorsey 1S 
smashing the 10-year record at sneas 


Buffalo,and probably will top a sen- 
sational $32,000. Holdovers of ‘Gay 
| Sisters,’ ‘Pride of Yankees’ and ‘Blue 
Horizon’ at the Lakes, Century and 
Hipp respectively are doing fine. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Are Husbands Necessary’ (Par) and 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch. Came in a- 
| swinging and should hit new record 
at colossal $32,000 or near. Last 
week, ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Fly 
by Night’ (Par), surprise $15,000. _— 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55)— 
‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Escape from 


Gime “Wik (2 .~k). Strong $10,- 
UGU. Last week, same combo, glit- 
tering $19,000. se 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45) —Biue 
Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Fly by Night 
(Par). Will earn neat $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (4th 


wk), final sesh grand $10,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—‘Men Texas’ (U) and ‘Almost Mar- 
ried’ (U). Stout $10,000. Last week, 
‘Atlantic Convoy’ (Col) and ‘Blon- 
die’s Event’ (Col), bettered robust 
$8,000. 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 44-65)— 
‘Pride Yankees’ (RKO) (4th wk). 
Last round should better zingy $8,- 
500. Last week, hefty $11,000. 








choice $11,000. Last week, Re of 
Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Jackass al 
(M-G), big $14,000. ; 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 50-65)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) 
(4th wk). Fine $18,000 following 
$20,000 last week. 





You'll Be Seein’ Double 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
William K. Howard draws double 
screen credit as director and writer 
of ‘Storm Out of the West,’ start- 
ing next week at Monogram. 
Cops-and-robbers yarn deals with 
one of the public enemies of a few 
years ago, 
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‘Serenade’-Thornhill Hot $50,000 
In Chi; Pride’ Sockeroo 306 
‘GC. Murder’-Monroe Stout $25,000 





Chicago, Sept. 1. 

Popularly dubbed ‘the Burma 
Road,’ because principal Loop streets 
still are in a mess but attendance 
holds up well. Thousands of serv- 
ice men on the streets are helping 
to keep grosses high. 

Name bands are still managing to 
do top business this week as previ- 
ously. Claude Thornhill with ‘Foot- 
light Serenade’ heading for a sock 
$50,000 at the Chicago, while Vaughn 
Monroe, making his first appearance 
in this sector, with ‘Grand Central 
Murder, will hit a terrific $25,000. 

‘Pride of the Yankees’ got off to a 
great start at the Palace, hitting an 
amazing $30,000. ‘This Above All,’ 
in its fourth week at the State-Lake, 
came throuch with $12,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Her Cardboard Lover’ (M-G). Sad 
$5,000 currently. Good $8,000 last 
week for ‘Kings Row’ (W%). 

Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
Claude Thornhill’s orchestra on stage. 
Great $50,000 or near despite trou- 
ble in reaching house over the 
messed-up street. Last week, Alvino 
Rey band with ‘Wings for Eagle’ 
(WB), sock $54,300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and ‘Dr. 
Broadway’ (Par). Not so bad at 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Blue Horizon’ 
(Par) and ‘United Stand’ (20th), 
$5,000. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55) — ‘Grand Central Murder’ 
(M-G) with Vaughn Monroe's or- 
chestra on stage. Tremendous $25,- 


000. Last week, ‘Sabotage Squad’ 
(Col) and Duke Ellington’s band, 
$21,300. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 


—Pride of Yankees’ (RKO). Giv- 
ing Palace one of its greatest weeks 
with a terrific $30,000. Last week, 
‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) and ‘Men 
Texas’ (U), mild at $12,100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Little Tokyo’ (20th). Oniy so-so 
with $8,000. Last week, ‘Dr. Gilles- 
pie’ (M-G) and ‘Postman Rings’ 
(20th), only $6,800. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55- 
65-75)—This Above All’ (20th). 
Holding up fairly well with $12,000, 


but a heavy dip from last week’s 
$18,400. 

United Artists (B&K-MG) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—“Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) 


(7th wk). In its seventh session hold- 
ing to $15,000, exceptional, although 
last week, nifty $18,200. 


‘CROSSROADS’ $8,500, 


vT 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
; i, a $474,800 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
ER re $420,400 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


‘Wings For Eagle’ Fine 
$7,560, Mpls.; ‘Serenade’ 
Swingy $11,000 Soloed 


Minneapolis, Sept. 1. 
The fifth week of ‘Mrs. Miniver’ is 
announced as its last downtown, but 
the record-breaking picture still 
rolls along. ‘Footlight Serenade, at 
the State, is the town’s leader, while 
‘Wings for the Eagle,’ also is _ ing 











all right. Another holdover, ‘Gay 
Sisters,’ is okay in its third loop 
week. 


After a brief absence, stage shows 
return to the loop Friday (4) when 
Claude Thornhill comes into the Or- 
pheum for his first local engage- 
ment. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Happened in Flatbush’ (20th) and 
‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U). Headed for 
good $2,000 in five days. Last week, 
‘Submarine Raider’ (Col) and ‘Spit- 
fire Sees Ghost’ (RKO), split with 
‘Drums Congo’ (U) and ‘About Face’ 
(UA), big’ $3,200 in nine days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (5th wk.). The 
sensational boxoffice performer con- 
tinues on its amazing way. An- 
ncunced this is the last week down- 
town. Good $5,000. Last week, steut 
$7,500, making a total of more than 
$48,000 for the initial month, a local 
record. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 28-30)—‘*Tar- 
zan’s N. Y. Adventure’ (M-G). Good 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Maizie Gets 
Man’ (M-G), very big $5,600. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 30-40-50) 
—Wings for Eagle’ (WB). Time- 
liness and cast helping this one to 
good $7,500. Last week, ‘All Kissed 
Bride’ (Col), mild $6,500. 

State (P-S) (2,400; 30-40-50)— 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th). Aided 
by heavy advance advertising and 





publicity. Nice $11,000 in prospect. 
Last week, ‘Crossroads’ (M-G), 
very good $10,200. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 30-40)— 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G). First neighbor- 
hood showing, satisfactory $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G), 


L’VILLE PACEMAKER gh (350; 30-40-50- 


Louisville, Sept. 1. 
Business at downtown houses is 
settling somewhat. Both Rialto, with 
*‘Magniticent Ambersons,’ and Loew’s 
State, with ‘Crossroads,’ are only 
mild currentlyy All downtown houses 
cooperated with the September War 
Bond Drive and staged a big parade 
Monday (31) night. Cliff Buechel, 
Mary Anderson manager, 
charge of arrangements, and 
houses went all out. 
Estimates for This Week 


local 


Brown (Fourth Avenue - Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Pardon Sarong’ 
(UW) and “Tap Sergeany (UU)... Frans- 


ferred from Rialto for second stanza. 
Fine $3,800. Last week, ‘Footlight 
serenade’ (20th) and ‘Little Tokvo’ 
(20th ), Okay $2,500. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 
—Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and ‘Take 
Lette (Par ). Satisfying $1,800. | 


Last week, ‘This Our Life’ (WB) and 
Wife Takes Flier’ (Col ) fair $1,700. 


Loew’s State (Loew’s) (1,250: 15- 
)- nm : . " ‘in 
<9 )— Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Sun- 
day Punch’ (M-G), Not much com- | 


petish fh town, so this pair looks to 
do fairly well at $8,500. Last week, 
Talk of Town’ (Col) and ‘Sweet- 
heart of Fleet’ (Col), sock $11,000. 

_Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB). Old 
boy is back at the same stand after 
Only two-week lapse. Fine $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Yankee Doodle 
(WB) (24 wk) at $1.10 top, wound 
up with fairish $5,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 15- 
30 - 40) — ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ 
(RKO) and ‘Spitfire’s Elepharit’ 
(RKO). Orson Welles opus lacks 
appeal to mass of patrons in this 
town. Medium $7,500. Last week 
Pardon My Sarong’ (U) and ‘Top 
Sergeant’ (U), terrific $13,000 and 
moveover, 

_,5trand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Invisible Agent’ (U) and 
Timber’ (U). Both pics rated among 
best by crix. Stout $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Men of Texas’ (U) and ‘Rub- 
per Racketeers’ (Mono), oke $3.500 


15-25) 


Dandy’ | 


55)—‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) (3rd wk.). 
Nice $2,000 after hefty $11,000 and 
$3,000 first and Second weeks, re- 
spectively. 


‘Sarong’ Torrid $8,000, 
Best Mont’l New Entry 


Montreal, Sept. tf. 

Perfect weekend weather pared 
down grosses slightly but still left 
enough people in town to pace an- 
other socko $10,000 for third week 
of ‘Miniver,’ currently at Loew’s. 
‘Pardon My Sarong’ at Palace will 
be runner-up at solid $8,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700: 30-45-62)— 
‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U). Will be 
best in town next to ‘Miniver,’ wow 


$8,000. Last week, ‘Kissed Bride’ 
(Col), good $6,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
‘Through Different Eyes’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Nice $5,000 following lush 
$7.000 last week. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 35-53-67)— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk). 


Packing them in for a great $10,000 
currently after smash $15,000 last 


week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 30-40-53)— 
‘Men of Texas’ (U) and ‘Almost 
Merried’ (U). Fair *$4,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) 
anu ‘Pacific Rendezvous’ (M-G), fair 
$4,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Blockade’ (UA) and ‘House Across 
Bay’ (UA). Weak $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and 
‘Powder Town’ (RKO), mild $2,000. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 
30-40)—‘Lumiere de Paris’ and ‘La 
Pochade.’ Fair $4,000 ahead. Last 


Soeur de Lait,’ good enough $4,100. 


‘Broadway -Funzafire’ 
Unit $13,060 in Omaha; 
‘Talk of Town’ 66 in 2d 


Omaha, Sept. 1. 

‘Broadway’ plus ‘Funzafire’ on 
stage at’the Orpheum should get a 
pretty sturdy $13,000 or near. ‘Jack- 
ass Mail’ plus ‘Sunday Punch’ at the 
Omaha is only fair. The Brandeis 
has good prospects on the second 
week of ‘Talk of the Town.’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 15-40- 
55-65 )—Funzafire’ on the stage and 
‘Broadway’ (U). Nice $13,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Blue Horizon’ 
(Par) and-‘True to Army’ (Par), 
very big $9,900 and exceeding ex- 
pectations. 
Omaha 





(2.000: 11-30- 
35-50)—‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and 
‘Sunday Punch’ (M-G). May pos- 
sibly ht $7,500 but still mild. Last 
week, ‘Gun Hire’ (Par) and ‘Moon- 
tide’ (20th), light $6,500. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 11- 
30-35-50 )—Talk of Town’ (Col) (2d 
wk) with ‘Escape From Crime’ 
(WB). Okay $6,000. Last week, $8,- 
500, big money for this house. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,400: 11-20-30) 
—‘Ghost Law’ (Mono), ‘Girl From 
Alaska’ (Rep), ‘Parachute Nurse’ 
(Col) triple split with ‘Drums 
Desert” (Mono), ‘Rags to Riches’ 
(Rep) and ‘Riding Cherokee Trail’ 
(Mono), ‘King Kong’ (RKO) and 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) (Cast two reis- 
sues). Good $900 aided by Saturday 
stage show. Last week, ‘Dust on 
Sage’ (Rep), ‘Telling Me’ (U), ‘Yu- 
kon Patrol’ (Rep), triple split with 
‘Bandit Trail’ (RKO), ‘Hit Parade’ 
(Res) end ‘Drifting Kid’ (Mono), 
‘Klondike Fury’ (Mono), ‘Old Cali- 
fornia’ (Rep), fair $800. 


(Tristates) 





‘Holiday Inn’ Hottest Thing in L.A., 
$47,000; “Yankee Doodle’ Dandy 326 
In 3d Wk, ‘Orch Wives Big 286, 6 Days 





week, ‘Citadelle du Silence’ and ‘Ma | 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated [fotal Grosy 
This Week .......... 2 221,500 
(Based on 24 cities, 160 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, mcruding 
Ss: 33 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year...........$1,828,100 
(Based on 24 cities, 165 theatres) 


St. Louis Biz Points Up 
As Muny Season Ends; 
‘Serenade’ Big $18,000 


St. Louis, Sept. 1. 

With the Municipal Theatre com 
petish with al fresco entertainment 
in the Forest Park playhouse con- 
cluded, film theatres stand to do bet- 
ter soon. Season at the open air 
theatre wound up Sunday (30) 
with average weekly attendance of 
70,000. Currently the midtown Fox 
with ‘Footlight Serenade’ and ‘Little 
Tokyo, U.S.A.’ will grab off a swell 
$18,000 to lead the city. Loew’s with 
‘Crossroads’ and ‘Meet the Stewarts’ 
is having its elevent: holdover since 
Jan. 1. St. Louis revived a couple 
of chillers, ‘King Kong’ and ‘Gunga 
Din,’ and will reap plenty. 


Estimates for This Week 

Leew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-50)— 
‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Meet Stew- 
arts’ (Col) (2d wk). Another $12,000 
to tack onto the swell $18,500 gar- 
nered on first session. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 30-40- 
50)—‘Take Letter’ (Par) and ‘Dr. 
Broadway’ (Par). An average $10,- 
500 in sight. Last week, ‘Pied Piper’ 
(20th) and ‘A-Haunting We Will Go’ 
(20th), skimmed above average with 
$11,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and ‘Lit- 
tle Tokyo, U.S.A.” (20th). Swell get- 
away point to sock $18,000 to lead 
the town. House is back at regular 
prices again. Last week, ‘Reap Wild 
Wind’ (Par) and ‘Night New Or- 
leans’ (Par) (2d wk), trim $17,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50) 
—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘A-Haunt- 
ing Will Go’ (20th). Moveover from 
Ambassador only average at $5,000 
Last week, ‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) 
(2d wk) and ‘Ali Kissed Bride’ (Col), 
neat $7,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 30-40)— 
‘King Kong’ (RKO) and ‘Gunga Din’ 














(RKO) (reissues). These revivals 
will do swell $6,500. Last week, 
‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and ‘Falcon 


Takes Over’ (RKO), $6,200, best in 





weeks, 
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Aside frorn a few scattered openings of new product, 


current week is largely a repetitior 
| week, with former 


i themselves as boxoffice winners or additionally back- 


|ing up earlier forecasts. Holdovers 


money-makers further establishing 








Of the oid 


1 of the previous , 7 
Yankees’ (RKO), 


(U) shape up 


” 


are plentiful as 


SW ite MOTROS Nee AONE WHIM D in wR tepid 


record at N. Y. 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Exhibitors Generally Marking Time for Labor Day— Hattie,’ | $7700: 


‘Find You,’ ‘Orch Wives’ and ‘Priorities’ Open 


OR Pt, Pe 


isco with $24,000, and nice on its second K. C. session 
reliabies, 


(WS), ‘Pride of 


(WB), ‘Cros 


Sisters 


Eagle’ 


‘Gay 
‘Wings for 


road 


(M-G), ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) and ‘Pardon My Sarong’ 
best. 
’s Criterion 


is smashing the house 
with a terrific $36,000. 


‘Sarong’ 


houses await Labor Day. ‘Panama Hattie’ (M-G), ‘Wings’ is big at $17,000 in Pittsburgh and solid in 
‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th), ‘Somewhere I'll Find You’ Providence ‘Crossroads’ is a solid $25,000 in Wash 
| (M-G) and ‘Priorities on Parade’ (Par) are just start- ington with vaude. It also is sturdy in three other 


|} ing out but hint real possibilities. 
; the Paramount, N. Y., more than a 





| band policy. 
| ‘Footlight Serenade’ 
| promise, being strong in all six key 


| Minneapolis socko, Indianapolis $10, 


presently in Brooklyn is doing equal]; 
(20th) is bearing out 


Frisco reports $21,000, St. Louis 18G, Detroit $28,000, 


‘Priorities’ played spots 

month ago, and 
y well with stage- solid 20G on its 
seventh N. Y. 
earlier 
spots this week. 


000, and Chicago 


‘Squadron’ is 
Seattle and is forte in two other 


week, 
‘Variety’ correspondents also report it is going big in 
some four other cities, being mild only in L. A., 
film is in its second stanza. 
$40,000 for its third N. Y. 


going to a record $15,000 in 
key cities. ‘Pride’ is 
second Boston session, okay on its 
and sock $30,000 in Chicago. 


where 
a fine 
choice 


‘Gay Sisters’ look 
week at the Strand, 


| $50,000 with nice band support. ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) 1 Detroit moveover, speedy in Boston and strong second 

‘in the same category being smash $67,000 in fourth Buffalo week, 

i week at the big N. Y. Paramount, tops in K. C., hot From the ticker: ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB), tidy 

| $42,000, and best in L. A. (two houses), and excellent $18,200 for 13th N. Y. week and strong $32,000 in two 
$17.000 in Cleveland. ‘Pied Piper’ (20th) also is livi L. A. theatres for third session. ‘Men of Texas’ (U) 

lup to its N. Y. preem with big total Seattle and continues to rack up surprisingly fine results, getting 
record-breaking $13,800 in Portland. It is taking a a giant $32,000 in Boston with a band attraction, stout 

| sockeroo $60,000 in its third N. Y. sessions in Buffalo and great $10,000 for Portland. ‘Mrs. Mini- 


In much the same position is ‘Tz 
(Col) with a wow $110,000 at the 
Music Hall and smash 11G in Seattle. 
$18.000 in its second Washington sta 


its second weeks in 


’ (20th) is the best bu: 


-0¢ 
> 


K. C. and Omaha. ‘Tales 


alk of the Town’ 
vast New York 
Picture is sturdy 


over, 


ver’ (M-G), now largely in smaller communities, hold- 
moveover or 


$25,000 for its second Brooklyn week and $19,000 in its 


subsequent run, coined a healthy 


nza, and nice or third Wash. session. ‘Male Animal’ (WB), sturdy 
of Mar $44,000 in Detroit, with band. ‘Annie Rooney’ (UA), 
1S Fran- strong in Portland 





Los Angeles, Sept. 1. 

Hotiest thing in town is ‘Holiday 
Inn,’ day-dating at the two Para- 
mounts, with brilliant $42,000 likely 
for the two houses. Looks like two 
weeks of solid business — maybe 
three. Also amazing is the surpris- 
ingly strong pace of ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy,’ posting a smart $32,000 in 
the third week. Stays around for a 
fourth. Few pictures have exceeded 
that figure for a third stanza. 

‘Pride of the Yankees’ failed to 
build on its second session at the 
Hillstreet and Pantages. It is being 
held as a five-day filler until ‘Talk 
of the Town’ breaks on Labor Day at 
Pantages and the Hillstreet. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 33- 
44-55-65-75 )—Miniver’ (M-G) (6th 
wk). Continuing apace, smooth 
$7,000, following neat $7,500 last 
week. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 33- 
44-55 -65-75) — ‘Orchestra Wives’ 
(20th) and ‘Postman Didn't Ring’ 
(20th). Will de an okay $10,000 in 
six days. Last week, ‘Jackass Mail’ 
(M-G) and ‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ 
(M-G), weak $8,700. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Yankee Doodle’ (WB) (3d 
wk). Holding strong at $17,000 after 
corraling very smart $19,000 in sec- 
ond week. 

Four Star (OA-WC) (900; 33-44-55- 
65-75) —“Tales Manhattan’ (20th) 
(4th wk). Nice $5,000 following last 
week’s satisfactory $5,400. 


Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65- 
75)—‘Lady in Distress’ (Indie) and 
‘Escape From Crime’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Pioduct shortage causing holdover 
that won’t get past $1,700 following 
fair $2,100 on first week. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55- 
65-75) — ‘Yankee Doodle’ (WB). 
Pcunding along for slick $15,000 
Last week, chunky $17,000 

Orpheum (D‘town) (2,200: 33-44- 
55-65 )—‘Men of Texas’ and ‘Friendly 
Enemies’ (UA) with Major Bowes 
all girl revue on stage. Looks like 
moderate $14,000. Last week, ‘Shut 
Big Mouth’ (Col) and ‘Alias Blackie’ 
{Col), with Ina Ray Hutton band 
and Borrah Minevitch, fair $16,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 44-55-65- 
75)—‘Pride Yankees’ (RKO) (2d 
wk) and ‘One Born Every Minute’ 


(U). Second feature thrown in for 
needed support and should tally 
$10.000. Last week, ‘Pride’ disap- 
pointing $14,950. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,596: 33-44- 
| 55-65-75)—“Holiday Inn’ (Par) and 
‘Live on Danger’ (Par). Socko $26,- 
000. Last week, ‘General Died at 
Dawn’ (Par) (re-issue) and “Tomb- 


stone’ (Par), surprisingly good $12,- 
900 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
409: 44-55-65-75) — ‘Holiday Inn’ 
(Par) and ‘Live on Danger’ (Par), 
| Broke opening day record with 32.- 


100 and heading for nifty $16,000 
Last week, ‘General Died Dawn’ 
(Par) (re-issue) and ‘“Tombstone’ 


(Par), good $8,300. 
RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.872: 33- 





44-55-65)—Pride Yankees’ (RKO) 
(2d wk) and ‘There’s One Born 
Every Minute’ (U). Supporting film 
brought in but still not strong at 


$12,500. Last week, ‘Yankees’ soloed 


State (Loew-WC) (2,204: 33-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th) and 
| ‘Postman Didn’t Ring’ (20th). Strong 
$18.000 in six days. Last week, 
oat Ses b*B (M-G) and ‘C Is Z 
Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G), okay $16,000 





UA (UA-WC) (2,100; 33-44-55-65) 
‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) (ist wk) and 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) (2¢ : 
So-so with $5.500. Last week. ‘Foot- 


light Serenade’ (20th) and ‘Whi 


per- 


ing Ghosts’ (20th), weak $4,500 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 33-44-55- 
65)—‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) (lst 
and “Footlight Serenade’ (20th) 
wk) Meagre $4,200. Last 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
‘Whispering Ghosts’ (20th), slow $4,- 
500 


‘Defense of Stalingrad’ 





Despite the war and transport: 
headaches, Artkino Pictures, 
American distributors of So. 
films, last week received prints of a 
picture that was completed only two 
months ago. Pic is ‘The Defense of 
Tzaritzyn’ (now Stalingrad) and v 
produced by the Vasiliev Br‘ 
who made ‘Chapayev.’ 

With Stalingrad so vivid in theh 
war news, the film may be issued as 
“The Defense of Stalingrad’ even 
though the plot deals with the pres- 
only by inference. 
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= The same radio star © 
a i b Who's Laughing a top 
= thee e stars—in 4 


SS § grosser—plus more eamshow! 
=F pigger - than- ever scre 
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SALUTE TO OUR 
HEROES MONTH! 


A BOND FOR EVERY 
IM SERVICE! 
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amazing drama of the girl who refused to 


hite-collar noboby—and became one 
of the first women in army uniform. 


xtc 









Starring 


ANNA NEAGLE 
y ROBERT NEWTON 


Produced and Directed by 


HERBERT WILCOX 
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= = ~~ Action Drama, With Romance Taking Rap . ; = 
=== For Murder in Story of Trucking Racket. = 
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with RICHARD CARLSON 
~ JANE RANDOLPH 
JANE DARWELL 

BARTON McLANE 


From The Saturday Evening Post Serial and 
, _ Novel by CLARENCE BUDINGTON KELLAND 
i, Directed by Peter Godfrey 

e Screen Play by Lynn Root and Frank Fenton 
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The First of the Few 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Aug. 19. 


General Film Distributors’ § release of 
Leslic Howard-British Aviation Victures | 
production Stars Leslie Howard, David | 
Niven. Directed by Leslie Howard. Screen 
Play, Anatole de Grunwald, Miles Malleson 
from original story by Henry C. James, 
Kay Strueby; music, Willlaam Walton; mu- 
eic directed by Muir Mathieson; camera 
Jack Hildyard At Leicester Square the 
atre, London, Running time, 118 MINS, 
3: D,  BERONO ss koscavesdeaeea Leslie Howard 
(Jeotfrey Crisp..... coocceccoces David Niven 
Jriana Mitchell....ccceeeee- Rosamund John | 
«onmmander Bride....cccoees-ROland Culver 
Miss Harper........ eoecceccseseed Anne Firth 
Mr. Higgins......ccccccessece avid Horns 
Sir Robert McLean...ce.ssee-d, H. Roberts 
J UNG. .d0cbodawngan Oe Derrick de M 
Mabel Lovesey...cccceeee++- Rosalyn Boulter 
Tidy Houston....ceceessslomi Edgar Bruce 
Mr. Royce... .ccccccscess--- George Skillan 
MacPherson cocesecoecs aerpert Cameron 
Major Buchan..ccocesses--- Gordon MelLeud 
DlesserschMitt ccceccccesssecse Erik Freund 


coccceococe od. R. Wendhausen 


Von Straben. é 
.-Filippo del Guidice 


Bertorelli ...ccecedess 

Production, performances and story 
—they can’t miss. 

In interpreting the life of R. J 
Mitchell, who designed the Spitfire 
plane, Leslie Howard’s work ranks 
among his finest performances. And 
it is an epic picture. ‘The First of 
the Few’ seems slated for superla- 


tive boxoffice returns, partioutarty 
anc 


with such names as Howard 
David Niven. [Sam Goldwyn has 
acquired the American rights to 


‘First of the Few,’ and RKO, with 


whom the producer has a distri- 
bution deal, will release it in the 
VU. S.J 


Film portrays the inventor of the | 


Spitfire and his heartbreaking efforts 
to get his series of aircraft models 
accepted. His work was looked 
upon as too revolutionary, and the 
reluctance of Whitehall to sponsor 
enyvthing new was most discouraging. 
For big scenes there is the repro- 
dcuction of a race for the Schneider 
Cup. For sweet domestic felicity 
there’s Rosamund John as the wife 
of Mitchell. For a magnificent pa- 
triotic gesture there is Toni Edgar 
Bruce as Lady Houston, who con- 
tributed generously to the financins 
of the inventor. Then there is 
George Skillan in a small role as Mr. 
¢ Polls Rayre Motors. 


a) ae Oo 


Pes R I ay 3 . ries 
wah. ied seat ee otk PE 


"KF inatey edb stunt ee GD 
ly”) there’s Howard’s young airman 
friend in the person of Niven, as a 
lovable philanderer who shares the 
other’s vicissitudes and glories. 

A fine suspensive plot is incor- 
porated in the visit of Mitchell and 
his pal to Berlin, where they are 
feted and informed that the Ver- 
sailles Treaty is dead. They are 
given clearly to understand Germany 
js already making war planes. 


time. 


banquet prominent natives like Mes- | 


serschmitt are portrayed without re- 
sort to caricature, This, in itself, is 
a marked improvement for intelli- 
gent audiences. Jolo. 


THE GLASS KEY 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
of Fred Kohimar pro 
Donlevy, Veronica 





Paramount release 


duction stars Brian ; 0 
J Alan Ladd; features Bonita Uran- 
*N Ri rd Denning, Joseph c 

Dd a Stuart Heisler. Screenplay ! 
P| han Latimer, based on nove ’ by) 
Dist ll Hammett; camera, Theodor Spar- 
k i: editor, Archie Marshek; score 7 Vi tor 
Young. Tradeshown in L. A. Aug. 28, 42 
Running time, 85 MINS. 

Juul Madvig..+-+sceeeeencees Brian Donle 

J Henry. -ccccsceses Veronica Lake 
iy ULUMIONE. coevescceescecese Alan L. 

a) Madvigg.ccccscses ...Bonita Granvil 

i eeeceeees Richard Deni 

x \ Licwevecee * .. Joseph © 

POM . .cccccccscovesece eoceeee William Hendle 
NUPSO. ccccrescccscesooeeres Frances Gifford 
} Ne ape ties Donald) = MacBrid 
ek MatthewS..cccosess- Margaret Hayes 
It HL@EMIy..cccccece eoeeee Moroni WUlsen 
Ru pndeeeeegucec eee lean 
‘ M WE ccccccccccecsed Arthur Lof 
qEiwude “TULlie.. ceccececes George Meé | 
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Parading a murder mystery amidst 


of politics, 


background 
czars, 


revised version 


war runs. 


Donievy, Lake 


Veronica 


Donlevy especially bright 
CfMNin ane 
Az1Gaso anak 


bookings. 


Yew version of the yarn has been | 


refurbished to overcome major faults 
in the 1935 film version. 
Jonathan Latimer has materially 
sirengthened the’story with vigorous 
writ ing. 
Jonlevy is the political boss, a 
role similar to that he handled a 
few years ago in ‘Great MeGinty.’ 
4add is his assistant and confidant. 
Miss Lake is the vacillating daughter 
of the gubernatorial candidate who 
first makes a play for Donlevy but 
winds up in the arms of Ladd, while 
Joseph Calleia has the gambling 
house concessions around the city. 
Mixed well the result is an enter- 
taining whodunit with sufficient po- 
litical and racketeer angles to make 
it good entertainment for general 
audiences. While Donlevy pursues 
his campaigning, despite suspicion 
of murder is cast in his direction. 
Ladd pursues a straight line in un- 
covering the real culprit. 
™onlevy makes the most of his 
role of the political leader who 
foueht his way_up from the other 
side of the tracks, but is overshad- 
owed bv the fat role provided Tadd 
who clicks solidly as the pal and 
investigator. Miss Lake catches at- 


tention as the come-hither girl. Sun- 
port 


is topnotch, with Calleia as 


— ee - = 


At a} 


gambling | 
romance and lusty action, this | 
of Dashiell *Ham- 
mett’s novel—originally made*in 1935 
—is a good picture of its type and 
an above par attraction for the reg- 
Starring combo of Brian 
and Alan 
Ladd is okay marquee voltage, with 
where 
Key’ will follow ‘Wake Island’ | 


Scripter ummings, 


the gambling czar, and William Ben- 


dix and Eddie Marr as his two 
| henchmen. Bonita Granville turns 
okay performance as Donlevy’s 


in 
| young sister, while Frances Gifford 
displays film personality in a few 
fleeting sequences as a nurse. Rich- 
|ard Denning, Calleia, Donald Mc- 

Bride, Margaret Hayes and Moroni 
| Olsen are chief in support, with Wil- 
| liam Bendix and Eddie Marr click- 
| ing with a pair of semi-comedy 
| gangster characterizations. 
| Direction by Stuart Heisler deftly 
maneuvers the characters for maxi- 
mum attention, and he maintains 
good pace throughout. Production 
| layout is okay. Walt 


| 
} 





The Major and the Minor 


| Hollywood, Aug. 28. 


| Paramount release of Arthur Hornb!low, 


Jr., production. Stars Ginger Rogers, Ray 
Milland; features Rita Johnson, Robert 
| Henchley, Diana Lynn. Directed by Billy 
Wider Original screenplay by Charles 
Evackett and Wilder; suggested by play 
| ! Kdward Childs Carpenter and story by 
Fanny Kilbourne; camera, Leo Tover; edi- 
j tor Doane Harrison: score, Robert Km- 
; mett Dolan. Tradeshown in L. A. Aug. 27. 
| 42 Running time, 100 MINS, 
| Susan Applegate........ ...Ginger Rogers 
Bo a eer Ray Milland 
; TI Geis kbeeasaevaces ..Rita Johnson 
ls SN, cn acccnae one Robert jenchley 
ee aaa cao haan Diana Lynn 
| Colonel Hill....... pekens Edward Fielding 
Cadet OshorNO..cccceocveccs Frankie Thomas 
; Cadet Wigton........00+5...Raymond Roe 
Cadet Korner..... eccceesss- Charles Smith 
| Cudet Bahboock..ccocecsececes tarry Nunn 
Cadet Mille?..ccacs eoccceese Billy Dawson 
Mrs, Applegate....... eecces-.- Lela Rogers 
Reverend Doyle....eceees Aldrich Bowker 
@ ° a rere Boyd Irwin 
| Captain Durand......+see0e.+-Byron Shores 
ei ae eeeee-Richard Fiske 
Mrs. Osborne....., escoeeees-NOrmMa Varden 
Mrs. Shacklefard....sccsceses Gretl Dupont 


‘The Major and the Minor’ is a 
sparkling and effervescing piece of 
farce-comedy, aimed for wide audi- 
ence appeal. With Ginger Rogers 
and Ray Milland co-starred, picture 
is geared for profitable biz in the 
keys and subsequent runs as solo or 
billtopper. 

Picture is Arthur Hornblow, Jr.’s 
last for Paramount prior to his mov- 
ing over to Metro. Original screen- 
play by the writing team of Charles 
Brackett and Billy Wilder continu- 
allv pimches over the laugh ingre- 
ah QAR ar it ilder’s direction is 
tha opaatetey «Dp AY 

Story is light, fluffy, and frolic- 
some. Miss Rogers, disillusioned by 
New York, decides to head back 
home to Iowa. When fares go up, 
and her savings are not sufficient for 
ticket, she dolls up as a youngster 
under 12 to ride on half rate. But 
complications arise that throw her 
into compartment of Milland, major 
at a boys’ military academy and into 
the school for a three-day layover. 
interim, there’s a Cin- 

romance developed 
while Miss Rogers, in the moppet 
getup, is pursued by the adoles- 
cent cadet officers for some rousing 
laugh episodes. Before she leaves, 
girl circumvents plans of Milland’s 
fiancee to keep him out of active 
service. but everything’s swell when 
Milland stops off at the Iowa home- 
stead en route to Coast army post 
for final clinch. 

Picture grooves neatly as a lead 
entry in present audience require- 








| During the 
| derellaesque 





ments for light and spontaneous en- | 


|tertainment. Miss Rogers 
a slick performance while Milland 
is a standout as the school major. 
Supporting cast is excellently dis- 
played, with young Diana Lynn 
| scoring as a young intellectual who 
quickly uncovers Miss Rogers’ mas- 
aquerade. Miss Lynn has a wealth of 
screen personality and assurance 
} that tabs her as a good future bet. 
Rita Johnson is the conniving fiancee 


| 


| who tries to keep Milland out of 
active service, while Robert Bench- 
ley clicks briefly in a comedy role. 
Young Billy Dawson, as a cadet 
officer, catches attention with his 


| solid performance in minor footage 
| Both script and direction swing 
| the yarn along at a consistent pace. 
| with the laughs «ag ae natu- 
| rally and without strain. Production 
|} mounting is of ‘A’ calibre. and pho- 
| tography by Leo Tover is in keening 
with type of production and budget. 
Walt 


BETWEEN US GIRLS 


Unive 
} tion 


Koster 
sarrymore, 


release of Henry 
Diana Robert 
x Kay Francis, John Boles. Direct- 
led by Henry Koster. Screenplay, Myles Con- 

nolly and True Boardman, based on ‘Le 
|} Fruit Vert,’ by Regis Gignoux and Jacques 
| Thery; adaptation, John Jacoby; camera, 
| Joseph Valentine; musical director, Charles 


rsa 


produc 


leatures 





Previn. Reviewed in projection room, N. Y., 
\ug. 31, ‘42. Running time, 88 MINS, 
| CIES s 4 40h bab 0nk6dees bane Diana Barrymore 
| Jimmy Blake..... e400 6's Robert Cummings 
1 CHrIS...ceccevves Cr eecevceccece Kay Francis 
| ONO ss thetestdasseses ereseees+.JOhn Boles 
Mike Kilinsky....e.eseceseees-Andy Devine 
Gallager......+. esccccsoecess- Ethel] Griffies 
Father of Boys......++e.+..Guinn Williams 
Sergeant....... ecvccccccesee Walter Catlett 
Little Primce.....ccccseeees-- Scotty Beckett 
PERSON. 24k cwewe ssececesesss Peter Jamerson 
Marybelle..... eccoccccccoseses- Mary Treen 
DOCTOP. . 20. - ce eeeeceeeeeeee- Andrew Tombes 
rr ee ccccccccccscces Isthian Yarbo 
Soda. Coerk. .sccccvcceceosincs Irving Bacon 





In an apparent attempt to build 
Diana Barrymore into a star, Uni- 
versal has given her a slapstick field 
in ‘Between Us Girls,’ produced and 
directed by Henry Koster. The pic- 
ture should help establish the late 
John Barrymore’s daughter, one way 
or the other, but it’s only a moderate 
boxoffice bet. 

The film not only keeps Miss Barry- 
more, a comparative unknown, be- 
fore the camera almost constantly, 
but it gives her every variety of 
The result is occasion- 








| things to do. 


delivers | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘The First of the Few’ (Brit- 
ish). Leslie Howard, David Niven 
starrer about the inventor of the 
Spitfire fighter plane. Can't miss. 

‘The Glass Key’ (Par). Good 
whodunit. Brian Donlevy, 
Veronica Lake and Alan Ladd 
for marquee. 

‘The Major and the Minor.’ 
(Par), Ginger Rogers and Ray 
Milland in excellent farce-com- 
edy with Cinderella tinge. 

‘Between Us Girls’ (U). Wild- 
ly whimsical romantic comedy; 
moderate b.o. prospect, 

‘Wildcat’ (Par). Good adven- 
ture actioner will get plenty of 
bookings as supporting feature 
in general runs. 

‘Give Out, Sisters’ (U) (Musi- 
cal), Poor entertainment starring 
the Andrews Sisters. 

‘Sons of the Pioneers’ (Rep) 
(Songs). Roy Rogers in a good 
hoss-opera. 

‘The World at War’ (jointly 
distributed by the film industry). 
U. S. Government produced fea- 
ture okay. It’s renial-free. 

‘Salute John Citizen’ (British). 
A paraphrase of ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ 
good b.o, 

‘They Raid by Night’ (PRC). 
A story about the Commandos 
that is weak in almost every 
department. Strictly duals. 














ally uproarious, but generally labori- 
ous, noisy and exhausting. Its fren- 
zied attempts at comedy may amuse 
the undiscriminating. 

The story, manifestly tailored to 
give Miss Barrymore unlimited scope, 
presents her as a 20-year-old ac- 
tress who pretends to be 12 years of 
age to hide her mother’s real age 
from a likely swain. When a lad her 
Own age arrives on the scene, the 
girl goes through with the fake, cre- 
ating a succession of wildly illogical 
gag situations. Some of it is outright 
Keystone Cops stuff. 

Probably any actress would have 


trouble with such exaggerated ma- 
terial, but Miss Barrymore clearly 


seems to lack sufficient experience 
to handle it. Her performance shows 
confidence, occasionally even a glim- 
mer of force, but she hasn’t the abil- 
ity and the poise to sustain such a 
big part, nor the necessary skill to 
give it shading. Such deliberately 
tossed in bits as her Queen Victoria 
Sadie Thompson and Joan of Are 
portrayals merely accentuate this 
impression, 

Others in the cast generally play 
straights to Miss Barrymore's bur- 
lesque. Robert Cummings is some- 
what stiff as the juvenile, while Kay 
Francis and John Boles offer com- 
petent performances as amazed 
members of the older generation. In- 
ciaentally, Miss Francis gets off one 
of the film’s more candid lines when 
she tells Boles, ‘You'll like her 
you 


is.’ 


once 


_ Koster’s diréction might be de- 
scribed as Outright, while the pho- 
tography and physical production 
appear equal to Hollywood standard. 
Hobe. 


WILDCAT 


Hollywood, Aug. 28. 
Par: n 


get to know her as she really | 
~ | around 











lount release of William H. Pine- 
William Cc Thomas production ; St : 
Richard. Arien leatures Arline Jud Dp 
j line Judge I) 
rected by Frank My Donald, Screenplay by 
Maxwell Shane and Richard Murphy: orig- 
inal by North Bigtee camera, Fred Jack- 
man, J editor, William Ziegler, Trade- 
shown in L. A. Aug 27 $2 Runr 
5 d » Se tunnin 
time, 70 MENS, : 
naam y Maverick ‘ Richard Arlen 
i lee naan, CI ee Or Arline Judge 
Oliver Westbrook......... William Frawley 
Mike Rawlins.. -.-Larry ‘Buster’ Crabbe 
‘Watchfob’ Jones........ Arthur Hunnicutt 
Chicopee on nd Elisha Cook, Jr 
Grits’ O’Malley......cce.se. Ralph Sanford 
Joseph D. Campbell.............Alec Craig 
Gus Sloane.......... ode John Dilson 
Paw Smithers........ idee b 6 Will Wright} 
Maw Smithers..... Jessica Newcoml 
. dened sica eweombe 
Bud Smithers Billy Benedict | 


Latest in the Pine-Thomas action 
series takes Richard Arlen to an 
oil-boom district for melodramatic 
display of trials and tribulations en- 
countered in promoting and drilling 
a wildcat well on a short bankroll 
Compactly set up in script, picture 
concentrates on the adventurous side 
to emerge as a good program sup- 
porter of its type. 

Arlen, decked out with front of 
flashing car and clothes, arrives in 
the new oil district without coin. 
Discovering oil indications in a 
stream, he ties up acreage on lease, 
and then ingeniously sells half of 
the lease for money to meet his 
kited check. When Elisha Cook 
Jr., owner of a half interest in the 
enterprise, is killed, Arline Judge 
and William Frawley, a confidence 
team, go to the camp, Miss Judge 
posing as Cook’s sister. When Arlen 
fails to raise further coin to con- 
tinue, Frawley deals him into a card 
game for the necessary funds. Wel] 
finally comes in, with heavy Larry 
‘Buster’ Crabbe setting it afire, but 
everything winds wp okay. 

Despite the familiar basic texture 
of the yarn, writers and director 
Frank McDonald have tossed in 
plenty of lusty action around the oil 
fields and maintain good pace 














throughout. Only sag is montages 
inserted in several spots flashing de- 
tailed pix of drilling operations. 
Arlen does well as the two-fisted 
and aggressive tool-dresser, getting 
fine support from Miss Judge, Fraw- 
ley, Crabbe, Cook, and Ralph San- 
ford. Arthur Hunnicutt contributes 
comedy moments with his oldtimer 
characterization and gab. Oil-well 
fire is expertly staged and neatly 
cut for brief but effective presenta- 
tion. Walt. 


GIVE OUT, SISTERS 


(MUSICAL) 
Universal release of Bernard Burton pro- 
duction. Stars Andrews Sisters, features 
Grace MacDonald, Dan Dailey, Jr... Charles 


Butterworth, Walter Catlett, William 
Frawley, Peggy Ryan. Directed by Ed- 
ward F. Ciine. Story, Lee Sands and Fred 
Rath: adaptation, Paul Gerard Smith and 
Warren Wilson: songs, Walter Donaldson, 
Ray Stillwell, Ray Gold Pvt. Sid Robbins, 
Al Lerner: editor, Paul Landres: photog- 
raphy. George Robinson; dances, John 
Mattison, At Palace, N. Y., dual, week 
Aug. 27, °42 Running time, 65 MINS, 
Maxene ) 
Patty Dac he.t eacabeas .. Andrews Sisters 
La Verne! 
Gracie Waverly...........Grace MeDonald 
Bob Edwards........... ..-Dan Dailey, Jr. 
Professor Woof.......Charles Butterworth 
GeeivGaadcescuve SOeésteoces Walter Catlett 
PERTTOROED. ccccccce eoseees..Willilam Frawley 
DU ckeenesacben eeeesees.- Donald O'Connor 
Po. én debe vabeadsuane vc ....Peggy Ryan 
Agmatha Waverly....ccecc-ee: Edith Barrett 
Rlandina Waverly............Marie Blake 
Susan Wreverly..... ee en Fay Helm 
PRPCRPTERT s 6 cccsccces eooes+. Emmett Vogan 
DOD, a 0'.é ds Pau ececese.. Leonard Carey | 
DNNIES «Rob eGnawbechewecas Richard Davies 
Dr. Wlowerd...iicccsrs ..+...Irving Bacon 
The Jivin’ Jacks and Jills 
With some miscellaneous talent 


thrown around them, the Andrews 
Sisters are here starred in a musical 
whose only appreciable virtue is the 
singing of several songs by the har- 
mony trio. The dance numbers are 
ordinary and the story poor. Pop- 
ularity of the Andrews threesome is 
all that recommends the picture for 
boxoffice purposes. 

Singers are stars at a night club 
where a new show is in process of 
creation. Under highly implausible 
circumstances a group of kids from 
a dancing School is pressed into 
service, including an heiress whose 
identity causes a stir, principally 
among her three old-maid aunts 
who forbid her to perform in pub- 
lic—or elsewhere, for that matter. 

After much stupid goings-on and 
three old-fashioneds, gulped by the 
straight-laced maids by mistake, re- 
sistance is broken down and every- 
thing’s hunky-dory, except for au- 


diences sitting through the tiresome | 
| fit headed by Lowell Mellett. 


proceedings, 

Although Charles Butterworth and 
Walter Catlett are in the cast to get 
laughs, they land few of any weight. 
Dancing group of 10 boys and girls 
are billed as the Jivin’ Jacks and 
Jills. Their routines, most of them 
led by Grace McDonald, are any- 
thing but exciting. ‘Jiggers the 
Beat,’ written by Pvt. Sid Robbins 
and Al Lerner, is used in connec- 
tion with one of the numbers in 
which Dan Dailey, Jr., also takes 
part. Best dancing sequence is built 
‘Pennsylvania . Polka,’ in 
which the three old maids, Butter- 
worth, Catlett and others also figure. 
Another oldie used in the picture, 
and sung by the Andrews, is ‘Flower 
From an Old Bouquet.’ 

In addition to ‘Jiggers,’ new tunes 
written for the film are ‘It’s a New 
Generation,’ by Walter Donaldson, 
fair, and ‘Who Do You '‘hink You're 
Fooling?’ by Ray Stillwell and Ray 
Gold, quite listenable ditty sold ca- 
pably by the Andrews. Char. 


Sons of the Pioneers 
(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Joseph Kane produc- 
tion, directed by Kane. Stars Roy Rogers; 
features George ‘Gabby’ Huyes, Maris 
Wrixon, The Sons of the Pioneers. Screen- 


play, M. Coates Webster, Mauri Grashin, 


Robert T. Shannon, from original by Gra- 
shin and Shannon; camera, Bud Thackery: 
editor, Edward Schroeder; songs, Bob No- 
land, Tim Spencer; musie, Cy Feuer. Re- 
viewed at New Y¥orl = dual, Aug. 2%, 
12. Running time, 55 MINS, 

Roy Tree ‘ Rov Rogers 
Gabby Whittake (ieorge Gabby’ Haves 
Themselves The Sons of the Pioneers 
Louise Harper........... Maris Wrixon 
DU «50260060 ede 0 0G0en06 Forrest Taylor 
mere. BIRT. oo cccccccoece Miners Urecal 
Frank Bennett....cccccesss.- Bradley Page 
Briggs... eovecesecees- Hal Taliaferro 
Old Timer...... Coeeeccrers Chester Conklin 
eT ree Fred Burns 


‘Sons of the Pioneers’ is a good, 
routine western that will please the 
Roy Rogers fans without annoying 
anyone that isn’t a hoss-opera ad- 
dict. Cut from the standard pattern 
for this type of pic with one added 
fillip, the hero does a Casper Milque- 
toast, before showing himself to be 
the rootin’-tootin’ hero he’s sup- 
posed to be. 

lot is fairly simple with a few 
modern overtones about chemicals 
and minerals for national defense that 
garnish the yarn without being garish. 
The ranchers are being pillaged by 
an unknown bunch of night raiders. 
Cattle are poisoned and_ barns 
burned without the sheriff (George 
‘Gabby’ Hayes) turning up a clues 
Before he is asked to abdicate Gabby 
goes east to get Roy Rogers, whose 
grand-dad and father were ripsnort- 
ing sheriffs, to come back and clean 
up the mess. Roy is an entomologist 
but agrees to return ’cause his ranch 
has also been looted. He plays dumb 
and weak until he gets the goods— 








by using his microscope to discover 
that the cattle have been poisoned, 
did not die of hoof and mouth dis- 
ease—before rounding up the des- 
peradoes, headed by Bradley Page. 

Roy Rogers rates his billing all the 
way, especially when he pipes 
‘Things Are Never What Tney Seem,’ 
‘The West Is in My Soul,’ and ‘He's 
Gone Up the Trail,’ the latter a good 
cowboy lament. ‘Gabby’ Hayes, the 
old vaude and burley comic, works 
a juggling bit as a running gag for 
good laughs. Chester Conklin gar- 
ners laughs in a one-scene bit. The 
best job is turned in by Pat Brady 
as a deputy. He’s one of the ‘Sons 
of the Pioneers,’ vocalizing combo, 
and gets no billing, but thanks to a 
long, lean frame he looks the part 
of a western deputy, can handle 
lines and laughs, and scores with a 
tune, ‘Come and Get It.’ 

Tunes are by Bob Nolan and Tim 
Spencer of the ‘Sons of the Pioneers’ 
combo and fit neatly into aa 

ran. 


THE WORLD AT WAR 


(DOCUMENTARY) 


industry release of U. 8S. Governe- 
ment production, Written and compiled hy 
Sam Spewack. Edited by Gene Milford; 
commentary spoken by Paul Stewart; score 





Film 


by Ca‘l Kubik, conducted by Alexander 
Smallens Previewed in the projection 
room, N. ¥., Aug. 31, 1942. Runniog time, 


66 MINS. 





‘The United States Government 
Presents...’ is an imposing lead-off 
for any film, but ‘The World at 
War’ thoroughly succeeds in living 
up to it. It is a reportorially-honest 
pictorialization of living history— 
history despite the recentness of the 
events depicted. It certainly will be 
among the foremost documertary 
films of the many that have heen 
made and that can be expected on 
the war and the period leading up to 
it. 

Hist»vians of the future will cer- 
tainly find ‘The World at War’ of in- 
estimable value. And exhibs of to- 
day wil have no cause for compiaint, 
particularly inasmuch as the picture 
will cost them absolutely nothing. 
With the strength of the United 
States Government billing and a 
rather exciting title for the marquee, 
‘The World at War’ should make a 
very satisfactory supporting feature 
for the dualers. It’s being issued 
also in a four-reel version for single- 


bill houses. 
War Activities Committee of the 
Motion Picture Industry has ar- 


ranged distribution of the film, which 
was made by the Bureau of Motion 


| Pictures of the Government’s Office 











That’s the out- 
Pic is 
being handled in each of the key 
cities by one of the exchanges of the 


of War Information. 


Big Five distributing companies, 
Metro, RKO, 20th-Fox, Paramount 
and Warner Bros. Film transporta- 
tion companies carry the _ picture 
free, so exhibs don’t even have to 
pay the freight. 

Sam Spewack, better-known for 


‘Clear All Wires,’ ‘Boy Meets Girl’ 
and other such stage and screen 
plays, wrote and produced ‘The 
World at War’ for the Mellett office. 
He now heads its production activ- 
ities. Spewack has done an exceed- 
ingly slick job of writing and edit- 
ing, although there are plenty of 
signs of the weight on his facile pen 
of each word's being an Official ut- 
terance of the United States Gov- 
ernment. It becomes an _ official 
viewpoint on the war. And that im- 
plies approval of the President, the 
State Department, the War Depa;t- 
ment, the.Navy Department. and a 
myriad of other agencies. It was no 
fluff requiring the okay of a mere 
$500,000-a-year studio head that Spe- 
wack was writing. 

Strangely enough for ‘living his- 
tory,’ the picture’s major shortcom 


| ing seems to be that it’s not timely. 


It lacks compelling significance of 
the moment. Its obvious purpose is 
to define the issues and, even more 
so, analyze the enemy. It does just 
that, but so doing requires too much 
rehash of events that are too recent 
to require rehashing. In short, it 
will teli most people very little that 


ithev qon’t already know, and there's 


a very good chance that a large vart 
of the audience will be bcred. It is 
no longer necessary to teli the citi- 
zens of the United States that Hitler 
is a villain unless it can be told in 
a new and novel way. 

Actually, the film does not delve 
into the causes of the war, but is a 
rather objective (from an American 
viewpoint) report of the decade 
leading up to Dec. 7, 1941. Most of it 
is very superficial history. There is 
a maddening lack of effort to go 
beyond the surface, which no doubt 
is much less Spewack’s fault than 
that title, ‘The United States Gov- 
ernment Presents...’ 

Film opens with Pearl Harbor, 
tells of the preceding ‘isolationist- 
interventionist’ debating and name- 
calling in Congress, and then goes 
back to Sept. 18, 1931, when Japan 
invaded Mukden. It gives the false 
impression that that started the train 
of events leading up to the war. At 
the beginning, too. there’s a sequence 
on American labor which is in dan- 
ger of being interpreted as a slap at 
workers. It may not sit well in cer- 
tain quarters, 

By the use of newsreel footage, 
captured Nazi filrn and bits and 
pieces from just about everywhere, 
Spewack goes from Manchuria right 
through Ethiopia, Austria, Munich, 

(Continued on page 34) 
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Dailies Cue Studio P.A.’s to Chinee 


Proverb: Give Pictures, Not Words ::«:..:.:* » 





+ 
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Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

It may interest studio publicity 
heads in a very marked manner that 
the Montreal Star considers that 
Warner Bros. gets out the best 
still photo service to newspapers— 
and that Metro runs a dogged, ener- 
zetic last. Also that the Birmingham 
Post fancies RKO’s publicity still 
treatment, forswearing all others; 
whereas, the Toledo Sun-Times goes 
for 20th-Fox and RKO in equal por- 
tions, this pair, it adds, ‘supplanting 
Paramount, which had led, with 
Metro far behind the rest.’ 

The Oregon Journal (Portland) 
likes Warners, but the Knicker- 
bocker News, Albany, N. Y., picks 
them this way: Metro, first; RKO, 
second, with Universal and Warners 
at the foot of the class. 

The Binghamton (N. Y.) Press 
says ‘50% of Hollywood publicity 
stills are worthless,’ then goes on to 
name Warners and Paramount as 
turning out the best in the field. The 
Springfield (Mass.) Republican- 
Union says, ‘RKO the best, by far.’ 
But the Kalamazoo Gazette prefers 
Metro; the Oakland Tribune votes 
for Paramount as best and 20th-Fox 
as worst and the San Francisco News 
says it’s Universal, Warners and 
RKO, in that order. All this is not 
hapazard hearsay. 

On the contrary, it represents valid 
excerpts culled from a canvass of 
the national newspaper field, under- 
taken by John LeRoy Johnston on 
behalf of the Hunt Stromberg-United 
Artists group. It represents, too, a 
lot of honest answers honestly ar- 
rived at, in considering various 
phases of pubiicity approach and re- 
ceptivity. It also represents honest 
confusion. 

Changing Styles 

The poll, in fact, stresses one sig- 

nificant facet of the current situation 


—of which every publicity head in} 


Hollywood is acutely aware, if he 


has the gumption of a gnat. It is, 
that the picture approach +9 the| 


amusement and entertainment pages 
has changed, and is changing. And 
that even the newspapers themselves 
are unagreed as to what its final 
form may be. 

In the matter of still photo treat- 
ment, for instance, RKO seems to be 
pretty generally liked for what it 
is doing; but the difference of opin- 
ion along this line of particular in- 
quiry is otherwise marked. 

In the matter of individual needs, 
the clients violently disagree on 
practically everything, which is un- 
derstandable in some cases. For 
example, the wish to adequately dis- 
play or expugn leg art is largely de- 
termined by the 
proximity to the so-called Bible Belt. 
But, except for personal whim, 
there’s apparently no accounting for 
the lack of unanimity with which the 
newspapers seem to approach the 
question of whether they like 
heads, portraits, glamour art, 
dids, legs, fashions, continuity, 
outs. horizontals, full figures, pro- 
duction stuff, etc. The fact is how- 
ever, that there might be some sem- 
blance of a general standard in view- 
point and policy, except that 
ards are not feasible when 
is in the making. 

Right now, the best 
wood publicity 


star 
can- 
lay- 


that 


and its 


market are able to concoct, by way | 


of diagnosis, 


—spicifically, that 


is that the printed w rd 
which deals with 
prattle in the bizz-bazz columns and 
the outbursts: of planted rhetoric 
from the studio flacks—has lost its 


savor, even for the fan-magazine |} 
type of intellectual dolt. That, in 
effect, the photograph now is the 
ideal means of getting over stu- 


dio’s deathless message. 

This, they aver, has been brought 
about by the prevailing restlessness 
of a people who, going through the 
emotional nipups of a war era, would 
rather look at a lady’s leg than re d 
about it. Offhand, it wouldn’t ap- 
pear that you need a war to estab- 
lish that as a state of mind, but the 
bright boys at the studios are said 
to see it that way. 

They also have decided that the 
increased importance of the photo- 
graph is due alike to the decrease 
in drama space and the fact that 
failure to plant is costly in the mat- 
ter of paper, printing and general 
production. They, therefore, are ex- 
perimenting with the idea of pre- 


senting the unusual—‘grab’ ‘ots, 
candids. etc... as against the old, 


wooden action stills. They tag this 





paper’s degree of | 


stand- 
change 


Holly- 
' 
newspaper | Bill Ferguson, 


Heigh, Ho Sailor 


Hollywood. Sept. 1. 

Rudy Vallee, now a sea-going 
maestro with a rating of chief 
petty officer, makes his first 
public appearance in uniform 
with the Coast Guard Band at 
the premiere of the 20th-Fox 
picture, ‘The Pied Piper,’ on the 
stage of Grauman’s Chinese the- 
atre tomorrow night (Wed.). 

Part of proceeds will go to 
Navy and Coast Guard Welfare 
funds. 


NO EXTRA FANFARE FOR 
REOPENED MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, Sept. 1. 
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| Crime Pays 


———— Continued from page 3 





new. What's it 
| Why, just Hollywood reacting 
| alertly to the increasing demands 
of its market; a market that’s prov- 
ing itself both mentally and nu- 
merically superior to mere escapist 
blah. On the mental side, there’s 
the professional man and _ business 
executive who goes for the stuff 
as what might be called a relaxa- 
tive. Numerically, the thing is 
prodigious. . 
A recent survey showed, 
that the radio, the pulps and the 
rental libraries were glutted with 
mystery rhetoric of one kind or 
another and that, even excluding 
the pulps, America had 40,000,000 
crime fans. A _ report like that 
naturally was enough for Holly- 
wood. 
40,000,000 Can’t Be Wrong 

It very sensibly decided that 40,- 
000,000 Americans can't be wrong 
either, with the result that a screen 
crime-wave has developed, the like 
of which might figure to knock 


in fact, 





None of the frills and fanfare} 
that marked the two openings of | 
the Mastbaum in the past will be 
repeated when the $5,006,000 Stan- 
ley-Warner deluxer reopens for the 
first time in almost eight years this 
Friday (4). There will be no rib- 
bons cut, no glaring Searchlights, | 
no speeches by the mayor or Holly-| 
wood celebs. ‘As far as we're con- 
cerned, it’s just another theatre,’ 
said a spokesman for the Warner of- 
fice. 

Reason for the lack of ballyhoo 
for the Mastbaum’s reopening is be- 
lieved tc be the fact that Warners 
feel that stressing the luxurious- 
ness, etc., of the new house might 


Sherlock Holmes’ cocked hat into 
a beret. This, to be precisg, was 
merely the over-all result. Speci- 
fically, there was the increase in 
thriller-dillers from 48 pictures in 
1940 to 141 the following year, with 


even greater production expected 
during the current season. 
There was the further develop- 


ment by which ‘Mr. District At- 
torney,’ ‘Crime Doctor,’ ‘Gang Bust- 
ers’ and the ‘Ellery Queen’ series 
were idea-borrowed from the -adio. 
And also a final symptom which 
caused practically every studio, save 
Warners, to rave a reliable ‘house 
dick’ on the premises, ready to jump 
in at the drop of the false whisker 





take businesS away from the present 
established deluxers, j 

The Mastbaum, built in the lush! 
20s at a cost of more than $5,000,- | 
000, was at one time one of the} 
showplaces of the U. S. It featured | 
elaborate stage presentations as well | 
as pix. Then it closed for a couple of | 
years to be reopened by the late} 
Samuel L. (Roxy) Rothafel in 1934— | 
but this attempt also met with fail- | 
ure. 

The house reopens with ‘Tales of 
Manhattan.’ 


F-WC Slices Up $40,000 











Los Angeles, Sept. 1. 

Managers and execs in the Cali- 
fornia sector of Fox-West Coast 
Theatres cut a melon of $40,000 in 
prizes, for the last three months of 
the Spyros Skouras Showmanship 
Drive. Checks were handed out to 
266 winners by Charles P. Skouras, 
chief of F-WC and National: Thea- 
tres. 
Other prizes, amounting to $37,000, 
| will be delivered by Skouras on a 





winding up Sept. 24 in Milwaukee 


L - b J . * 
ou Smith’s Liaison Job 
Lou Smith is in a newly-created 
| liaison job on publicity-exploitation 
| between the Metro studio, the home- 
| Office and field. Company has a large 
iexploitation force in the field under 
Smith, recently publicity director 
at Universal and formerly with Co- 
lumbia on the Coast, was for many 
years with Par both on _ publicity 
east and west as well as on theatre 
advertising 
At the U 
|ceeded' as 


studio Smith is suc- 
publicity director by 
|Terry DeLapp, formerly with Para- 
mount oh the Coast. 








‘SWEATER GALS’ TRAILER 


Minneapolis, Sept. 1. 
Nifty ticket sellers are being used 
| this week to plug 
{coming to the 
| Lookers are 
| sweaters, 
chest to call attention to the film. 
| Gals are receiving plenty of mas- 
| culine ogles. 





Gopher 
wearing 





current tendency as an effort to 
‘humanize’ their subjects. 

What apparently they haven't yet 
tagged is that the war is now Holly- 
wood’s chief competitor—-not simply 
as a space-grabber, however. It is 
turning out better i.e. more human 
| still photography. 





Prize Melon on Coast} Costelio 


| , .~ | 
}tcur of the Evergreen, Wisconsin, | 
| Midwest and Intermountain circuits. 
| Starting Sept. 8 in Portland and 


‘Sweater Girl,’ 

theatre. | eyeing 
revealing} until the 
with ribbons across their) three players are boxoffice. Nor has 


and do a fast, glib job of foiling, 
practically at pleasure. 

Universal, RKO, Metro and 20th- 
Fox have been leaders in the Holly- 
wood Anti-Crime Club all along. U 
has featured its ‘Gang Busters’ and 
latterly has had Basil Rathbone solv- 
ing everything with a clipped con- 


i}sonant: the writers, meantime, doing 


a neat job of bridging the gap from 
the Victorian era of gas-lamps and 


|hansom ‘kebs’ in order to relate the 


action to the present. However, 
Holmes and Watson still have their 
abode in the old chromo lodgings at 
221A Baker Street. 

Not wishing to overlook anything, 
Universal even has weaned Abbott & 
momentarily away from 
being just, plain, haphazard loons 
and has them baffling the eye and 
ear in ‘Whodunit.’ But, of course, 
they hardiy conform to type.. The 
type, for instance, so adroitly sug- 
gested in the playing of Ellery 
Queen by William Gargan at _Co- 
lumbia and Nick (Thin Man) Charles 
by William Powell at Metro. This 
last studio also has taken on Edward 
Arnold, who used to be ‘Nero Wolfe’ 
at Columbia, and has him doing a 





| blind detective in ‘Eyes In The} 


| Night.’ 
Columbia's Crime Pix 
| Columbia, meantime, still has its 
| ‘Queen,’ which is backed up in ex- 
| ploitation values by air shows and 
| fiction; and the Harry Cohn lot has 
j}added Warner Baxter for the ‘Crime 
| Doctor’ series, with ‘Boston Blackie’ 
j}continuing as before on a B-budget. 
'RKO has been going right along 
with its ‘Falcon’ series, featuring 
|George Sanders and later, George’s 
brother, Tom Conway. The Leslie 
Charteris character, ‘The Saint,’ is in 
'temporary eclipse there but may be 
irevived at any time if the present 
orgy of crime-production continues 
| Over at 20th-Fox, the crime-solve1 
|}ever has been a conspicuous feature, 
from the days of the late Warner 
|} Oland and ‘Charlie Chan,’ but Chan 
| at the moment has been interred and 
}naturally ‘Mr. Moto,’ another Fox 
feature, became a terrible phooey 
jlong before Pear] Harbor. However, 
ithe lot is still in the running, and 
doing all right, with ‘Michael 
Shayne,’ a Lloyd Nolan portrayal. 
Paramount is in the hunt, too, 
with ‘The Glass Key,’ in which Brian 
Denlevy, Alan Ladd and Veronica 
Lake skirmish around the scenery, 
everything very narrowly 
mystery is solved. All 


Warners entirely overlooked this 
field in its effort to move Humphrey 
Bogart out of the law-breaker classi- 
fication into something less repellant. 
It started to do this in “The Maltese 
Falcon’ and through in the yet-to-be- 
released ‘Across the Pacific,’ both 
detective and investigator roles. And 
Bogart is definitely boxoffice. 

Yes, in a general sense, the moral- 
ists are right: Crime Doesn’t Pay. 
But, for some people -out here, it ob- 
viously can. And does. And will. 
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United Detroit Adds 20th House; 
Other Theatre-Exchange Briefs 





Detroit, Sept. 1. 

United Detroit Theatres has added 
to its chain here by taking over the 
operation of the Met, suburban 
house, from the Schlussel manage- 
ment. It brings the UD houses to 
an even score. One of the innova- 
tions immediately following the ab- 
sorption of the house was the intro- 
duction of vaudeville. 

Cinema, small downtown house 
here formerly operated by the Cap- 
lin interests, has been taken over 
by Henry S. Rosenwald and Martin 
J. Lewis. operators of the Fifth Ave. 


and Thalia theatres in New York. 
Understanding is that they have 


taken a long-term lease on the house 
here which followed a policy of for- 
eign pictures. 

R. C. Guthrie has bought the Roxy 
in Howard City, from Percy Curtis. 

Sidney F. Hunt, before going into 
the Army, sold his New theatre at 
New Baltimore, Mich., to Al Gras- 
grin, a partner in the Flatroc the- 
atre, at Flat Rock. 


New, Post-WPB Theatre 
Charleston, S. C., Sept. 1. 

New American, 750-seater, opened 
here, Clarence S. Foxsworth as man- 
ager. House, one of few new units 
opened in Dixie since WPB restric- 
tions, named for men in service 

Charles W. Nessmith, manager, 
Tryon theatre, Tyron, N. C., inducted 
into Army at Camp Croft’ here. 
Nessmith, entered theatre business in 
Tryon in 1921, and was known to 
many service men, who attended 
Sunday shows at his house, located 
less than a mile from South Carolina 
area where weekend shows are 
barred. 





Bob Abieson Shifts to RKO 
Minneapolis, Sept. 1. 

Bob Ableson, veteran Paramount 
salesman, has resigned to become 
RKO city salesman, succeeding Rus- 
sell Engner, resigned. Man to fill 
Ableson’s spot has not been picked 
as yet. 





Carr Quits Shea’s Hipp 
Buffalo, Sept. 1. 

John Carr. manager of Shea's 
(Par) Hipp, has resigned. Carr, a 
brother-in-law of the late Mike Shea 
and brother of the late Henry Carr, 
manager of the old Shea’s Court 
(two-a-day), has been at the Hipp 
for over 12 years. 

Bill Sussman’s Plans? 

Bill Sussman, who recently re- 
signed as eastern division sales man- 
ager for 20th-Fox, is expected to re- 
main in distribution, but he states 
he can reveal no plans at this time 

Hugh Owen, recently appointed 
eastern division sales manager for 
Paramount, with three southern ex- 
changes added to his territcry, re- 
turned to the homeoffice Monday 
(31) after visiting his three Dixie 
branches—New Orleans, Atlanta and 
Charlotte. 

Name Mulbauer in Pitt 

Pittsburgh, Sept. 1. 
Mulbauer has been ap- 
|pointed manager of Warner ex- 
Cnanges accessories 
| branch manager D.F. (Dinty) Moore. 
He replaces Bob Munn, who has 
been called to service. Mulbauer 
was formerly Munn’s assistant 

Jim Levine has been named Para- 
mount exploitation representative in 
this territory, succeeding Louis 
(‘Red’) Weiner, who resigned. Le- 
vine formerly covered the New Eng- 
land area for Par. 

Nemacolin (Pa.) theatre, recently 
acquired by Peter Profili, is being 
remodeled extensively and redeco- 
rated for a probable reopening on 
Labor Day. 

Joe Rost, WB checking supervisor 
here several years ago, is on duty 
currently at the local exchange as a 
traveling auditor 

Frank J. Harris, head of 
Amus. Co. and former state senator, 
has been named one of the five 
members of the GOP policy com- 
| mittee for Allegheny County. He’s 
been active in politics for more than 
a quarter of a century 

Bruce Smtih, who as Don 
formerly did theatrical and night- 
club exploitation here, has been 
named news editor of the Coroap- 
olis Record, a suburban sheet. 





Henry 


Bruce 





Fox Buys Apollo, K. C. 
: Kansas City, Sept. 1 

Fox-Midwest has bought the 
Apollo, nabe, after having held it 12 
years on a 99-year lease. The thea- 
tre, which has been dark many 
months, last was used for extended 
showings of various foreign-made 
pictures. 


N. C. Change in Mgrs, 
Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 1. 
Grady Beeker, manager of Caro- 
lina theatre at Greensboro since 
September, 1941, will be replaced by 
Norris Hadaway, present manager 
of North Carolina Theatres, Inc. 
Beeker has enlisted in the army and 
applied for service in the air corps. 
Hadaway was manager of Greens- 
boro’s National theatre for about 
[three and one-half years until he 








department by | 


Harris | 


left in October, 1941, to take his 
present post at Burlington. 

Also announced is the transfer of 
Ben Smart, manager of Imperial 
theatre, Greensboro, to Mt. Airy. 
where he will become manager of 
the Center theatre, succeeding Em- 
mtt Stafford. Latter succeeds Had- 
away in Burlington. Smart came to 
Greensboro in December, 1940, from 
Danville, Va. His successor has not 
been announced. 





Reno Theatre Reopens 
Reno, Nev., Sept. 1. 

Reno’s Nevada theatre reopened 
last week. Theatre operated for- 
merly under the name of the Wig- 
wam and has been a subsequent run 
house for years. It will continue its 
former policy of double bills on 
subsequents and B pix. For many 
years it was under the management 
of J. Fred Miller, now deceased. 
The Nevada and Reno’s four other 
theatres are now under manage- 
ment of N. Dow Thompson, acting 
for the T. & D. Jr. Enterprises. 





Upstate N. ¥. Group Adds 2 Houses 
Albany, N. Y., Sept. 1. 

Upstate Theatres, Inc., this area’s 
buying-booking combine of inde- 
pendent exhibitors, has added two 
more houses to its list. They are ihe 
Rivoli, Troy, of which Adolph Kohn 
is proprietor, and the Palace, Sche- 
nectady, of which Bernstein and 
Deitcher are lessees. This gives Up- 
State Theatres representation of all 
independent houses in Schenectady 
and all but one in Troy. Harry Hell- 
man’s Palace in the latter city re- 
mains outside, as do his Paramount 
and Royal, Albany. 

Thirteen theatres are now in the 
Upstate combine. 





Woodward fer King 
Newark, O., Sept. 1. 

John T. Woodward, publicity and 
advertising manager of Zanesville 
Theatres, Inc., succeeds Frank V. 
King as manager of the Midland arid 
Auditorium, local Shea houses. King 
has joined the Navy with rank of 
Chief Specialist. 





Brownstein to Hartford 
Hartford, Conn., Sept. 1 
William Brownstein named _ asst. 
mgr. of Loew’s Poli; replaces Sidney 
Klepper, shifted to the Bijou, New 
| Haven, aS manager. 


UA’S CAPE COD PREEM 
FOR “MOON-SIXPENCE’ 


Mob of blueblood, literary and 
theatrical colonists in and around 
|Martha’s Vineyard are lining up for 
the preem of ‘Moon and Sixpence’ 
which is to be run off in a 425-seat 














| theatre in Edgartown, Mass., next 
|Saturday (5), with UA bringing a 
group of approximately 25 news- 
papermen from New York on the 
junket, 


List of guests includes W. Somer- 
set Maugham, author of ‘Sixpence,’ 
Katharine Corneli, James Cagney, 
Emily Post, I. A. R. Wylie, two gen- 
erals and a flock of socialists 

Asked what he thought of the pic- 
{tare version of ‘Moon and Sixpence’ 
after a private screening for the au- 
jthor and a few friends last week, 
| Maugham drawled: ‘It is a good film 
|—but I seem to be able to recall! the 
{book only vaguely.’ 





. 
N. Y. Ops Want Some 
Billing, Waive Overtime 

Union projectionists are squawking 
over the lack of a credit line on the 
shorts and trailers dealing with one 
j}aspect or another of the war that 
theatres have been using, especially 
| when other unions get screen credit 
for donating their services. 

These shorts often create overtime, 
but the projectionists wave 
wages, because films are patriotic. 
| But with no credit line, the boys are 
|fearful of being impugned if and 
| when they ask for wage tilts. 

Matter has been discussed at mem- 
bership meetings of the New York 
operators union, Local 306, IATSE, 
; with action deferred until execs 
figure out a way to handle the 
problem. 


extra 


Youngstown Man Named 
Youngstown, O., Sept. 1. 

W. E. Hartman, business agent for 
Motion Picture Operators, Local 388, 
i;Youngstown, has been elected a 
| member of th® executive board of 
| the Ohio State Moving Picture Oper- 
ators and Stage Employees. 
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JAMES CAGNEY . 
“YANKEE DOODLE DANDY 


BASED ON THE STORY, LYRICS AND MUSIC OF 
GEORGE M. COHAN «it: 
JOAN LESLIE « watTeR HUSTON « RICHARD WHORF 
Jeanne Cagney » Frances Langford « Geo. Tobias 
Irene Manning ° Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 


Screen Play by Robert Buckner ond Edmund Joseph 
Criginal Story by Raber? Buckner 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Studios are still juggling their schedules and are shy 
about giving out any definite plans for 1942-43 season. 
A definite selling plan is still undecided upon and 
consequently majority of the lots are just ‘marking 
time’ until such time as definite sales plans are estab- 
lished and they can authoritatively make announce- 
ments for coming season’s product that will stand. 





RKO, 20th-Fox, Columbia, and Universal have ten-|q 
tative °42-'43 schedules but are always admonishing 
that such schedules, at best, are tentative, and subject 
to change at any time. Of all the studios, Universal 
appears to be the only one that has an inkling of what 
exhibitors may expect for the coming season. The 
others just say that they'll supply pictures for their 
outlets as films are needed and admit nothing else. 


FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VaRiety presents 





complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 


panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 


Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 


Key to Type Abbreviations: M-—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy- 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musigal. 


Figures herewith indicate date of VaRisry’s review and running time. 








Columbia 





Promised Com- Sheoot- New 


"42-"43 pleted ing Cutting To go 

Features .ccccceee @& 2 10 33 
Westerns ........ 16 0 1 2 13 
re ae one 4 e 0 1 3 
Se. - iv n0eenes 68 1 4 13 49 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting relase: 


BAD MEN OF THE HILLS, formerly VALLEY OF 
LAWLESS MEN, western; prod., Jack Fier; dir., Wil- 
liam Berke; original screenplay, Luci Ward; camera, 
Benjamin Kline. Cast: Charles Starrett, Russell 
Hayden, Luana Walters, Cliff Edwards, Alan Bridges, 
Stanley Brown (1941-42). 


THE LONE WOLF IN SCOTLAND YARD, mystery; 
prod., Wallace MacDonald; dir. Edward Dmytryk; no 
writing credits; camera, Phil Tannura. Cast: Warren 
William, Eric Blore, Hillary Brooke, Thurston Hall, 
Fred Kelsey, Matthew Boulton, Morton Lowry, Leslie 
Denison, Billy Bevan, Forrest Tucker, Kurt Katch, 
Ed Laughton, Clyde Cook, Stanley Logan, Keith Hitch- 
cock, Wyndham Standing, Tom Stevenson (1941-42). 


BLONDIE FOR VICTORY, domestic comedy; prod., 
Robert Sparks; dir. Frank Strayer; no writing credits; 
camera, Henry Freulich. Cast: Penny Singleton, 
Arthur Lake, Larry Simms, Jonathan Hale, Almira 
Sessions, George Backus, Daisy, Frank Scully (1941-42). 

SABOTAGE SQUAD, formerly FINGERS, drama; 
prod., Jack Fier; dir. Lew Landers; no wri credits; 
camera, Franz Planer. Cast: Bruce Bennett, Kay Har- 
ris, Edward Norris, George McKay, Sidney Blackmer, 
John Tyrrell, Don Beddoe, Eddie Laughton, Edward 
Hearn, Pat Lane, John Dilson, Ethan Laidlaw, Jack 
Passin, Hugh Prosser, Cy Ring (1941-42). 

PERILS OF THE ROY..L MOUNTED, serial, prod., 
Larry Darmour; dir. James W. Horne; original screen 
play, Basil Dickey, Scott Littleton, Louis Heifetz, Jesse 
A. Duffy; camera, James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Robert 
Svevens, Kenneth MacDonald, Herbert Rawlinson, Nell 
O’Day, John Elliott, Nick Thompson, Art Miles, Rich- 
ard Fiske, Richard Vallin, Forrest Taylor, Kermit May- 
nard, George Chesebro, Jack Ingram (1941-42). 


LUCKY LEGS, comedy drama; prod., Wallace Mac- 
Donald; dir., Charles Barton; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Philip Tannura. Cast: Jinx Falkenburg, Kay Har- 
ris, Russell Hayden, William Wright, Don Beddoe, 
Frank Sully, Leslie Brooks. 

MY SISTER EILEEN, comedy; prod., Max Gordon; 
dir.. Alexander Hall; no writing credits; camera, Jo- 
seph Walker. Cast: Rosalind Russell, Brian Aherne, 
Janet Blair, Frank Sully, Jeff Donnell (1941-42). 


STAND BY ALL NETWORKS, war drama; prod., 
Jack Fier; dir.. Lew Landers; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Henry Freulich. Cast: John’Beal, Florence Rice, 
Kenneth MacDonald, Alan Baxter, Don Beddoe, Mar- 
garet Hayes, Mary Treen, John Tyrrell. 


PARDON MY GUN, western; prod., Jack Fier; dir., 
William Berke; no writing credits; camera, George 
Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Alma Carroll, Noah 
Beery, Lloyd Bridges, Bob Stevens, Dick Curtis, Ted 
Mates, Arthur Hunnicutt (1941-42). 

BOSTON BLACKIE, mystery; prod., Wallace Mac- 
Donald; dir., Michael Gordon; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Henry Freulich. Cast: Chester Morris, Richard 
Lane, George E. Stone, Constance Worth, Lloyd Cor- 
rigan, William Wright, Forrest Tucker, John Tyrrell. 


SMITH OF MINNESOTA, collegian; prod., Jack Fier; 
dir., Lew Landers; no writing credits; camera, Phil Tan- 
nura. Cast: Bruce Smith, Arline Judge, Warren Ashe, 
Douglas Leavitt, Don Beddoe, Rosemary De Camp, 
Kay Harris, Robert Stevens. 


THE DARING YOUNG MAN,.comedy-drama; prod., 
Robert Sparks; dir, Frank R. Strayer; no writing 
credits; camera, Franz Planer. Cast: Joe E. Brown, 
Marguerite Chapman, Claire Dodd, Roger Clark, Wil- 
liam Wright, Don Beddoe, Lloyd Bridges, Frank Sully, 
Eddie Laughton. 


THE LAW OF THE BADLANDS, western; prod., 
Leon Barsha; dir., William Berke; no writing credits; 
camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Russell Hayden, Bob 
Wills, Walter ‘Dub’ Taylor, Lucille Lambert. 


A TORNADO IN THE SADDLE, western; prod., Leon 
Barsha; dir., William Berke; original screen play, 
Charles Francis Royal; camera, George Meehan. Cast: 
Russell Hayden, Bob Wills, Dub Taylor, Alma Carroll, 
Tristram Coffin, Donald Curtis, Tack Baxley, Leon Mc- 
Aulisse, Hailey Huggins. o 
> ALLL IER EM, Cit... Charles Barion, co, writing 
err beh Ba ce Cast: Murgiry: J ndsay, 
John Beal, Bert Gordon, Dorothy Ann Seese, Sig Arno, 
Constance Worth, Nedda Parker, Louise Squire, Hal- 
ene Hill, John T. M- ‘ray, James Morton. 

Columbia Films in Production 


COMMANDOS COME AT DAWN, drama; prod., 
Lester Cowan; dir., Lt. Commander John Farrow; no 
writing credits; camera, William Mellor. Cast: Paul 
Muni, Anna Lee, Edmund Gwenn, Ray Collins, Alex 
Knox, Rosemary De Camp. 


THE DESPERADOES, western in Technicvlor; prod., 
Harry Joe Brown; dir., Charles Vidor; no writing cred- 
its; camera, George Meehan. Cast: Randolph Scott, 
Glenn Ford, Evelyn Keyes, Claire Trevor, Edgar 
Buchanan. 

THE LAW OF THE NORTHWEST, western; prod., 
Jack Fier; dir., William Berke; no writing credits; 
camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Charles Starrett, Shirley 
Patterson, Arthur Hunnicutt, Douglas Leavitt, Stanley 
Brown, Donald Curtis, Al Boles. 

UNDERGROUND AGENT, drama; prod., Sam White; 
dir., Michael Gordon; no writing credits; camera, L. W. 
O’Connell. Cast: Bruce Bennett, Leslie Brooks. 

SOMETHING TO SHOUT ABOUT, musical; prod., 
dir., Gregory Ratoff; no writi: g credits; camera, Franz 
Planer. Cast: Don Ameche, Jack Oakie, William Gax- 
ton, Cobina Wright, Jr. 

YOU WERE NEVER LOVELIER, musi°11; prod., 
Lou Edelman; dir., William Seiter; no writing credits; 
camera, Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Fred Astaire, Rita Hay- 
worth, Adolphe Menjou, Xavier Cugat and his band, 
Isobel Elsom, Leslie Brooks, Adele Mara, Catherine 
Craig, Gus Schilling. 











WEEK OF RELEASE 7/2/42 





CITY WITHOUT MEN, drama; prods., B. P. Schul- 


he Jaan : : Lure of the Islands (Mone) M M. Hart 
berg and Samuel Bronston; dir. Sidney Salkow; NO | Sons of the Pioneers (Rep) 9/12 W 67 R. Rogers-G. Hays 
writing credits; camera, Phil Tannura. Cast: Linda| postman Didn’t Ring (20th) 6/3 C€ © R. Travis-B. Joyce 
Darnell, Claire Trevor, Doris Dudley, Leslie Brooks,| Deep in Heart of Texas (U} Cc R. Stock-B. Crawford 
Michael Duane. Sergeant York (WB) 17/2/41 RD 1H G. Cooper-J. Leslie 


SILVER CITY RAIDERS, western; prod. Leon 





Barsha: dir., William Berke; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Russell Hayden, Bob 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/% ‘42 





Wills, Alma Carroll. 

THE FRIGHTENED STIFF, comedy-drama; prod., 
Sam Bischoff; dir.. Richard Wallace; no writing credits; 
camera, Joseph Walker. Cast: Loretta Young, Brian 
Aherne, Miss Jeff Donnell, Sidney Toler, Lee Patrick, 


Atlantic Convoy (Col) mM 4. Beal-¥. Field 

Top Sergeant (U) Cc L. Carrille-A. Devine 
Flight Lieutenant (Col) 8/5 D P. O’Brien-G. Ford 
The mt Ambersons (RKO) 7/1 RD 88 J. Cotton-D. Costello 
Spy Ship (WB) 6/3 M 6 C. Stevens-L 





Blanche Yurka, Norman Willis, Joseph McGuinn. 
JUNIOR ARMY, drama; prod., Colbert Clark; dir., 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/16/42 





Lew Landers; no writing credits; camera, L. W. O’Con- 
nell. Cast: 
Halop, Bobby Jordan, Bernard Punsley. 





Freddie Bartholomew, Huntz Hall, Billy| Drums of the Conse ct) 


Wings for the Eagle (WB) 6/3 
Arizona Bound (Mono) 9/10/41 


B. Elliot-T. Ritter 
61 §. Erwin-O. Munson 
85 A. Sheridan-D. Morgan 
58 B. Jones-T. McCoy 





Metro 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/23/42 








Shoot- Now 
“41-42 Bieted ing Cutting Te ge 
rrr 5@ 5) 9 i) a 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 


Com- 


Escape from Crime (WB) 6/3 M «CS» 
This Above All (20th) 
Pierre of the Plains (M-G) 6/17 
Thundering Hoofs (RKO) 

Hi Neighbor (Rep) 


5/13 





_ME AND MY GAL, vaudeviller; prod., Arthur Freed; 
dir., Busby Berkeley; no writing credits; camera, no 


WEEK OF RELEASE 7/30/42 





credit. Cast: Judy Garland, George Murphy, Gene 
Kelly, Martha Eggerth, Richard Quine, Ben Blue. 
_RANDOM HARVEST, drama; prod., Sidney Franklin; 
dir. Mervyn LeRoy; story based on_ novel by James 
Hilton; camera, Joseph Ruttenberg. Cast: Ronald Col- 


Lucky Legs ( 


Jackass Mail (M-G) 6/17 CD 8 W. Beery-M. Main 
The Sombrero Kids (Rep) Cc D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Joan of Ozark (Rep) 7/ C 8 J. Cavona-J,. E. Brown 
Invisible cel 8/5 M 79 I. Massey-J. Hall 


J. Falkenburg-K. Harris 





man, Greer Garson, Philip Dorn. 
WHITE CARGO, drama; prod., Victor Saville; dir., 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8/6/42 





Richard Thorpe; original and screenplay, Leon Gordon; 


camera, Harry Stradling. Cast: Hedy Lamarr, Walter sere Fer Victory (Cel) c P. Singleton-R. Lake 

Pidgeon, Frank Morgan, Bramwell Fletcher. Smart ag By a s Me ryerth, Ginebioen 
EYES IN THE NIGHT, drama; prod., Jack Chertok;| Klomdyke Fury (Mono) 7/15 W 68 E. Lowe-L. Fairbanks 

screenplay, Howard Emmett Rogers, Guy Trosper; cam- ag I of the A+ (Rep) 3/19 Ww 71 G. Autry-S. Burnett 

era, Robert Planck. Cast: Edward Arnold, Ann Hard-| p.pqen? Sane ser gr ye oe 6/3 be: = L. Nolan-C. Landis 

ing, Donna Reed, Reginald Denny. y ome (U) 8/ Abott & Costello 





ANDY HARDY’S LAST FLING, comedy-drama; 
prod., General Office; dir. George Seitz; no writing 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8/13/42 





credits; camera, George Folsey. Cast: Mickey Rooney, 
Lewis Stone, Fay Holden, Esther Williams. 


THE MAN ON AMERICA’S CONSCIENCE, histor- 
ical drama; prod. J. Walter Ruben; dir., William 
Dieterle; no writing credits; camera, Harold Rosson. 
Cast: Van Heflin, Ruth Hussey, Lionel Barrymore, Mar- 


Bad Men of the Hills (Col) 
Mrs. Miniver (M-G) 5/13 
Hillbilly Blitzkreig (Mono) 
Timber (U) 8/12 

The Old Homestead (Rep) 3/26 


w C, Starrett-L. beni 

PD 133 G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 

Cc B. Duncan-E. Kennedy 
Cc SS L. Carrillo-A. Divine 
C 68 Weaver Bros. 





jorie Main. 


REUNION, drama; prod., 


WEEK OF RELEASE 8/20/42 





Joseph L. Mankiewicz; 


dir., Jules Dassin; no writing credits; camera, William | Talk of the Town (Col) (7/29 CD 118 C. Grant-J. Arthur 

Daniels. Cast: Joan Crawford, Philip Dorn. yoy SB = Se a wy — a ye Er Jones-T. McCo 
JOURNEY FOR MARGARET, drama; prod. B. F. | Priorities on Parade (Par) 1/29 MU 79 > | at ge 

Fineman; dir., Herbert Kline; no writing credits; cam- | Bambi (RKO) 5/27 CD 7 (Disney Carteon) 

era, Paul Vogel. Cast: Robert Young, Laraine Day. genes — + ray 7/8 D 8% M. Woolley-R. McDowell 
WHISTLING IN DEXIE, comedy mystery; prod., Soe bd Three Mesqueteers 





George Haight; dir.. S. Sylvan Simon; no writing 
credits; camera, Clyde De Vinna. Cast: Red Skelton, 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8/27/42 





Ann Rutherford, Diana Lewis, Rags Ragland. 
GAMBLER’S CHOICE, drama; prod., Sam Marx; dir., 

Joe Newman; no writing credits; camera, Jackson Rose. 

Cast: William Lundigan, James Craig, Patricia Dane. 


One Thrilling Night (Mono) 7/1 mM 69 J. 
Calling Dr. Gillespie (M-G) 6/17 
Loves of Edgar Allan Poe (20th) 7/3 


al-W. McKay 
M @ LL, more-P. Dorn 
M & J. Sheppard-L. Darnell 





SKYWAY TO GLORY, air drama; prod., B. F. Zeid- 
man; dir., George Sidney: no writing credits; camera, 


WEEK OF RELEASE 9/3/42 





Paul Vogel. Cast: Franchot Tone, Marcia Hunt. Vengence of the West (Col) w B. Elliott-Tex Ritter 
Metre Pix in Preduction yoo toes hn wel 2. ae x 6® B. Bennett-K. Harris 
KEEPER OF THE FLAME, drama; prod. Victor | The Big Street (RKO) 8/5 cD 88 H. Fonda-L.. Ball 
Saville; dir.. George Cukor; no writing credits; camera, | Orchestra Wives (20th) 8/12 MU 3% G. Montgomery-A. Rutherf’d 
William Daniels. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Katharine Hep- | Across the Pacific (WB) 8/19 M 6 H. Bogart-M. Astor 


burn. 





CLEAR FOR ACTION, navy drama; co-prod., Robert 
Z. Leonard and O. O. Dull: dir., Robert 2. Leonard; no 


WEEK OF RELEASE 9/10/42 





writing credits; camera, Charles Rosher. Cast: Robert | Spirit of Stanford (Col) cD - 

Taylor, Charles Laughton, Brian Don:evy, Walter Isle of Missing Men (Mono) M 67 i. ‘Senerd-O meee 
Brennan. —_ on — ov Ww J. Hubbard-M. O'Driscoll 
PRESEN . : , Sunset \erenade (Rep) w R. Rogers-H. Parrish 

oun ake ——  eewaneyed drama; _prod., Joe Bells of Capistrano (Rep) w G. Autry-S. Burnett 
ek; dir.. Norman Tfaurog; no writing credits; | Mexican Spitfire’s Elephant (RKO) 8/5 Cc 63 L. Velez-L. Errol 
camera, unassigned. Cast: Judy Garland, Richard | Berlin Correspondent (20th) 8/12 M 78 VY. Gilmore-D. Andrews 
Cortona, Fay Bainter, Spring Byington, Ray Mac- | Give Out Sisters (U) 9/2 MU 6 Andrews Sisters 
nald. 





DR. GILLESPIE’S NEW ASSISTANT, drama; dir., 
Willis Goldbeck; no writing credits; camera, Robert 


WEEK OF RELEASE 9/17/42 





Folsey. Cast: Lionel Barrymore, Van Johnson, Alma | Kin 
, } > g of the Stallions (Mono w % 
Kruger, Nat Pendleton, Nell Craig, Marie Blake, Hor- | Wings and the Woman (RKO) M 932 A. NeegleR. — 
ace McNally, Walter Kingsford. Careful, Seft Shoulder (20th) 8/12 M 7 V. Bruce-J. Ellison 
Halfway to Shanghai (Up M L. Hervey-K. Taylor 
One of Our Aircraft Is Missing (U) M G. Tearle-E. Postman 


RD 0S ARB pio A onopran Moab ea wb eee ten ee eR My einer seTET IN. 











.4 


WEEK OF RELEASE—9/24/42 





i . My Sister Eileen (Col) -- CD . 
nt Sieted -“ 4 Peed Te Police Bullets (Mono) M r SS ae 
Features ......... 34 7 1 6 39 | Bandit Ranger (RKO) w T. Holt-C. Edwards 
Westerns 16 0 1 Just Off Broadway (20th) 8/12) CD 66 L. Nolan-M. Weaver 
a late = or » = Scene a cen aie Dane C. Bennett-B. Crawford 
Totals ......... 50 7 2 6 35 : = oan. Regen 





Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 
ARIZONA STAGECOACH, western; prod. George 


TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





W. Weeks; dir., S. Roy Luby; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Bob Cline. Cast: Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune, 
John King, Nell O’Day (1941-42). 


POLICE BULLETS, melodrama; prod., Lindsley Par- 
sons; dir., Jean Yarbrough; screenplay, Edmond Kelso 
and Ande Land; camera, unassigned. Cast: John 
Archer, Warren Hymer. 


FOREIGN AGENT, spy-ringer; prods., Martin Moo- 
ney, Max King; dir., William Beaudine; original story, 
Martin Mooney; screenplay by Martin Mooney and 
John Krafft; camera, Max Stengler. Cast: John Shel- 
ton, Gale Storm, Ivan Lebedeff, Hans Schumm, Wil- 
liam Halligan, George Travell, Patsy Moran, Lyle Lat- 
tel, Herbert Rawlinson, Kenneth Harlan, Jack Mulhall, 
David Clarke. 

TEXAS TO BATAAN, western; prod., George W. 
Weeks; dir., Robert Tansey; no writing credits; cam- 
era, unassigned. ‘ast: John King, Max Terhune, 
Davey Sharpe, Marjorie Manners. 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR, formerly HOMICIDE 
SQUAD, melodrama; prod., Lindsley Parsons; dir., Jean 

(Continued on page 24) 





j eet og Find You (M-G) 8/5 RD 107 J 
ourney In ear (RKO) 8/5 M 68 J. Cotton- 

Taies of Manhattan (20th) 8/5 ‘ — 
Iceland (20th) 8/12 

Cairo (M-G) 8/12 

Wake Island (Par) 8/12 D 33 B 
A Yank at Eton (M-G) 8/12 
Highways By Night (RKO) 28/12 
Secret Enemies (WR) 
Now, Voyager (WB) 8/19 

Here We Go Again (RKO) 8/26 
Wildcat (Par) 9/2 

The Glass Key (Par) 9/2 

The Major and the Minor (Par) $/2 


Night in New Orleans (Par) 5/6 M 75 D. Lamour-R. Denning 
Once Upon a Thursday (M-G) 5/20 M 66 M. Hunt-R. Carlson 
Yankee Doodle Dandy (WB) 6/3 MU 125 J. Cagney-J. Leslie 
Holiday Inn (Par) 6/17 MU 101 B. Crosby-F. Astaire 
Eagle Squadron (U) 6/17 RD 108 RK. Sitack-D. Barrymore 
Tombstone (Par) 6/17 Ww 75 R. Dix-K. Taylor 

I Live in Danger (Par) 6/17 M 73 C. Morris-J. Parker 
Apache Trail (M-G) 6/24 WwW 66 L. Nolan-D. Reed 
United We Stand (20th) 7/1 6 (Documentary) 

The Young Mr. Pitt (20th) 7/1 M 118 R. Donat-R. Morley 
Footlight Serenade (20th) 7/8 MU 81 J. Payne-B. Grable 
The Pride of the Yankees (RKO) 7/15 D 128 G. Cooper-T. Wright 
Flying Fortress (WB) 7/15 M 110 R. Greene-C. Lehman 
War Against Mrs. Hadley (M-G) 8/5 D 8&5 E. Arnold-F. Bainter 


cD 117 
MU 73 
MU 101 
. Donlevy-R. Preston 
88 M. Rooney-E. Gwenn 
62 R. Carlson-J. Randolph 
58 CC. Stevens-F. Emerson 
117 B. Davis-P. Henreid 

75 &€E, a ag oe & Mollie 
70 R. Arlen-A. Judge 

85 B. Donlevy-V. Lake 

100 G. Rogers-R. Milland 


8/19 
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(Continued from page 22) 


Yarbrough; no writing credits; camera unassigned. 
Cast: Edith Fellows, John Miljan, Robert Lowery, Jan 
Wiley, Pat Gleason, John Maxwell. 

BOWERY AT MIDNIGHT, horrorer; prods., Sam 
Katzman and Jack Dietz; dir., Wallace Fox; no writing 
credits; camera, Mack Stengler. Cast: Bela Lugosi, 
Wanda McKay, John Archer, Dave O’Brien, Ray Miller, 
John Berkes, Vince Barnett. 


WAR DOGS, animals; prod., George W. Weeks; dir., 


S. Roy Luby; no writing credits; camera, Robert Cline. | 


Cast: Billy Lee, Addison Richards, Kay Linaker, Brad- 
ley Page, Herbert Rawlinson. 
Monogram Pix in Production 

"NEATH BROOKLYN BRIDGE, drama; prods., Sam 
Katzman and Jack Dietz; dir., Wallace Fox; no writing 
credits. Cast: Leo Gorcey, Bobby Jordan, Huntz Hall, 
Gabrielle Dell, Ann Gillis, Noah Beery, Jr. 

WEST OF THE LAW, western; prod., Scott R. Dun- 
lap; dir.. Howard Bretherton; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Harry Newmann. Cast: Tim McCoy, Buck Jones, 
Raymond Hatton. 


Paramount 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
41-42 pleted ing Cutting Te go 
Btudio ...... eaea 46 5 27 0 
H. Sherman...... 9 8 1 3 0 
DEORE ....s20000 8 1 0 0 0 
Totals ceees 49 6 30 0 
Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 
AMERICAN EMPIRE, western; prod., Harry Sher- 
artman, 


man; dir., William McGann; ecevenerey. Don 
Frank Butler; story by Melvin Frank, Norman Panama; 
camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: Richard Dix, Preston 
Foster, Frances Gifford, Leo Carrillo, Jack La Rue, 
Chris-Pin Martin, Ian MacDonald. 


THE PALM BEACH STORY, comedy; asso., prod., 
Paul Jones; dir., Preston Sturges; screenplay, Preston 
Sturges; camera, Victor Milner. Cast: Claudette Col- 
bert, Joel McCrea, William Demarest. 


WILDCAT, (adventure); prod. Wm. Pine and Wm. 
Thomas; dir., Frank McDonald: no writing credits; 
camera, Fred Jackman, Jr. Cast: Richard Arlen, Arline 
Judge, William hs ay Buster Crabbe, Arthur Hunni- 
cutt, Elisha Cook, Jr.. Ralph Sanford, Alec Craig, John 
Dilson, Ed Keane, Will Wright, Jessica Newcombe, Billy 
Benedict, Billy Nelson, Tom Kennedy, Fred Sherman, 
William Hall, John Fisher, Abdullah Abbass, Don 
Barclay, Dick Elliott. 


BORDER PATROL, formerly MISSING MEN, west- 
ern; prod., Harry Sherman; dir., Lesley Selander; no 
writing credits; camera, unassigned. Cast: William 
Boyd, Andy Clyde, J. Kirby, Claudia Drake, Duncan 
Renaldo. 


I MARRIED A WITCH, drama; asso. prod., Preston 
Sturges; dir., Rene Clair; screenplay, Robert Pirosh 
and Marc Connelly; suggested by a story of Thorne 
Smith and completed by Norman Matson; camera, Ted 
Tetzlaff. Cast: Fredric March, Veronica Lake, Susan 
Hayward, Robert Benchiey, Cecil Kellaway, Elizabeth 
Patterson, Esther Howard, Robert Warwick. 


WAKE ISLAND, drama; asso. prod., Joseph Sistrom; 
dir., John Farrow; no writing credits; camera, Theodor 
Sparkuhl. Cast: Brian Donlevy, Robert Preston, 
Albert Dekker, Macdonald Carey, William Bendix, 
Barbara Britton. 


HAPPY GO LUCKY, musical in technicolor; asso. 
prod., Harold Wilson; dir., Curtis Bernhardt; no writing 
credits; camera, Karl Struss; color camera, Wilfred 
Cline. Cast: Mary Martin, Dick Powell, Eddie Bracken, 
Betty Hutton, Rudy Vallee, Mabel Paige, Clem Bevans, 
Sylvia Opert, Gene Cale, Frances Raymond, Irving Ba- 
con, Arthur Loft, Paul McVey, Donald Kerr, Lorraine 
Miller, Barbara Slater, Rebel Randall, Aileen Haley, 
Lynda Grey, Louise La Panche, Caleb Peterson, Kay 
Linaker, Jean Fenwick, Frederick Clark, Lillian Ran- 
dolph, Napoleon Simpson, Olaf Hytten, Harry Barris, 
Edgar Norton, Rita Christiana, Lancelot Pinard, Charles 
R. Moore, Leyland Hodgson. 


LADY BODYGUARD, drama; prod., Sol C. Siegel; 
asso. prod., Burt Kelley; dir., William Clemens; screen- 
play, Edmund Hartman, Art Arthur; based on story by 
Edward Haldeman, Vera Caspary; camera, Daniel Fapp. 
Cast: Eddie Albert, Anne Shirley, Raymond Walburn, 
Roger Pryor, Ed Brophy, Maude Eburne, Clem Bevans, 
Mary Treen, Gus Schilling, Charles Halton, Olin How- 
lin, Jack Norton, Donald MacBride, Emmett Vogan, 
John H. Dilson, Harlan Briggs, George M. Carleton, 
Gordon De Main, Frances Morris, Jack Stoney, Fred 
Graham, Kernan Cripps, Charles R. Moore, Sam Ash, 
Wilbur Mack, Jack Gardner. 

WRECKING CREW, action-drama; prods., William 
Pine and Williaim Thomas; dir., Frank McDonald; no 
writing credits; camera, Fred Jackman, Jr. Cast: 
Richard Arlen, Chester Morris, Jean Parker, Esther 
Dale, Pat West, Joe Sawyer, Frank Melton, William 
Hall, George McKay, Eddie Waller, Fred Sherman, 
Alexander Granach. 
ae PF Ret plait 


a, . 





eT ser 


5 Se eee meat e ya segs “ 
eS. Sol C. Siegel; asso. prod., E. D. Leshin; 


) . dir., 
obert Siodmak; original screenplay, F. Hugh Her- 
bert; camera, Daniel Fapp. Cast: Richard Carlson, 


Martha O'Driscoll, Frances Gifford, Cecil Kellaway, 
Florence Bates, Mabel Paige, Velma Berg, Francis 
— Fern Emmett, Betty Farrington, Milton Kib- 

ee 

MRS. WIGGS OF THE CABBAGE PATCH, comedy 
drama; prod., Sol C. Siegel; asso. prod., Ralph Murphy; 
dir., Ralph Murphy; no writing credits; camera, Leo 
Tover. ast: Fay Bainter, Carolyn Lee, Hugh Herbert, 
Vera Vague, Berbara Britton, Betty Brewer, Mary 
Thomas, Billy Lee, Car] ‘Alfalfa’ Switzer. 

THE FOREST RANGERS, technicolor adventure; 
asso. prod., Robert Sisk; dir., George Marshall: screen 
play, Harold Shumate; from a story by Thelma 
Strabel; camera, Charles Lang. Cast: Fred Mac- 
Murray, Paulette Goddard, Susan Hayward, Albert 
Dekker, Lynne Overman, Phillip Terry. Jim Brown. 

THE ROAD TO MOROCCO, comedy-drama: asso. 
prod. Paul Jones; dir. David: Butler; no writing 
credits; no camera credit set. Cast: Bing Crosby, Bob 
Hope, Dorothy Lamour, Donna Drake, Vladimir Soko- 
loff, Mikhail Rasumny, Jamiel Hasson, Monte Blue, 
Louise La Planche, Theo de Voe, Brooke Evans, 
Suzanne Ridgway, Patsy Mace, Yvonne de Carlo, Poppy 
Wilde, Ralph Penney, Dan Seymour, Pete G. Katche- 
nero, Brandon Hurst, Richard Loo, Leo Mostovoy, 
George Givot. Leon Belasco. 

SILVER QUEEN, drama; prod., Harry Sherman; dir., 
Lloyd Bacon; no writing credits; camera, Russell Har- 
lan. Cast: George Brent, Priscilla Lane, Bruce Cabot, 
Eugene Pailette, Lynne Overman, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ 
Williams, Janet Beecher, Katharine Booth 

STREET OF CHANCE, formerly THE BLACK 
CURTAIN, mystery; prod., Sol C. Siegel; asso., prod., 
Burt Kelly; dir.. Jack Hively; screen play, Garrett 





Fort; based on story by Cornell Woolrich; camera, 
Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Burgess Meredith, Claire 
Trevor, Sheldon Leonard, Jerome Cowan, Frieda Ines- 
cort, Adeline De Walt Reynolds, Louise Platt, Arthur 
Loft, Edwin Maxwell, Milton Kibbee, George Watts, 
Gloria Williams, Keith Richards, Cliff Clark, Sonny 
Boy Williams, Helen MacKellar, Ruth Gillette, Harry 
Tyler, Besse Wade, Ralph Dunn, James C. Morton, 
Paramount Pix in Production 

NO TIME FOR LOVE, comedy-drama; asso. prod., 
Fred Kohlmas; dir., Mitchell Leisen; no writing credits; 
camera, Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, Fred 
MacMurray, Richard Haydn, Ilka Chase, Paul McGrath, 
June Havoc, Marjorie Gateson, Robert Herrick, Morton 
Lowry. 

FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS, drama; prod.-dir., 
Sam Wood; novel by Ernest Hemingway; camera, Ray 
Rennahan. Cast: Gary Cooper, Akim Tamiroff, Katina 
Paxinou, Joseph Calleia, Vladimir Sokoloff, Milkhail 
Rasumny, Edward Cianelli, Fortunio Bonanova, Dun- 
can Renaldo, Alexander Granach, Leonid Snegoff, Lilo 
Yarson, Martin Garralaga, Victor Varconi, Eric Fel- 
dary, Leo Bulgakoff, Feodor Chaliapin, Jean De Val, 
Armand Roland, Dick Botiller. 


STAR SPANGLED RHYTHM, musical; asso. prod., 
Joseph Sistrom; dir., George Marshall; no writing 
credits; camera, Leo Tover. Cast: Betty Hutton, Eddie 
Bracken, Victor Moore, Walter Abel, Anne Revere, 
Cass Daley, Gil Lamb, Cecil Kellaway, Edgar Dearing, 
Eddie ‘Rochester’ Anderson, Katherine Dunham, Walter 
Dare Wahl and Co., William Haade, Maynard Holmes, 
James Millican, Eddie Johnson, Slim and Slam, Louise 
La Planche, Lorraine Miller. 


PRELUDE TO GLORY, drama; asso. prod, Fred 
Kohlmar; dir., Frank Tuttle; no writing credits; cam- 
era, John Seitz. Cast: Alan Ladd, Marie MacDonald, 
Helen Walker, Mable Paige, Sheldon Leonard, Lloyd 
Corrigan, Russell White, Dave Willock, John Wengraf. 

HENRY ALDRICH GETS GLAMOUR, comedy; prod., 
Walter MacEwen; asso. prod., Jules Schermer; dir., 
Hugh Bennett; no writing credits; camera, Dan Fapp. 
Cast: Jimmy Lydon, Charles Smith, John Lytel, Olive 
Blakeney, Frances Gifford, Gail Russell. 

THE CRYSTAL BALL, drama; asso. prod., Richard 
Blumenthal; dir., Elliott Nugent; no writing credits; 
camera, Leo Tover. Cast: Ray Milland, Paulette God- 
dard, Virginia Field, William Bendix, Cecil Fellaway, 
Mable Paige, Clem Bevans, Gladys George. 

HOPPY SERVES A WRIT, western; prod., Harry 
Sherman; dir., George Archainbaud; no writing credits; 
camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: Bill Boyd, Jan Christy, 
Jay Kirby, Andy Clyde, Victor Jory, George Reeves. 

LUCKY JORDAN, drama; asso. prod., Fred Kohlmar; 
dir.. Frank Tuttle; no writing credits; camera, John 
Seitz. Cast: Alan Ladd, Marie McDonald, Helen 
Walker, Mable Paige, Sheldon Leonard, Lloyd Cor- 
rigan, Russell White, Dave Willock, John Wengraf, 
Sheldon Leonard. 

YOU CAN’T LIV FOREVER, drama; prods., Wil- 
ing credits; camera, Fred Jackman, Jr. Cast: Chester 
Morris, Jean Porter, Barry Sullivan. . 
iams Pine and Thomas; dir., Frank McDonald; no writ- 


Republic 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
*42-'43 pleted ing Cutting To go 
WOGRENGE «4. céeeess 34 0 1 2 31 
WeetEO ccccccce 32 2 2 0 28 
a eeeee 4 6 0 1 3 
RUGMEO ~ 6 cc cesdec 70 2 3 3 62 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 


FLYING TIGERS, air saga; prod., Edmund Grainger; 
dir.. David Miller; original screenplay, Kenneth 
Gamet; camera, Jack Marta. Cast: John Wayne, John 
Carroll, Anna Lee, Bill Shirley, Tom Neal, Paul Kelly, 
Edmund MacDonald, Gordon Jones, David Bruce, Bud 
McTaggart, Gregg Barton, John James, Jimmy Dood 
(1941-42). 

ICE-CAPADES REVUE, icer; prod., Robert North; 
dir., Bernard Vorhaus; no writing credits; cam@ra, John 
Alton. Cast: Ice-Capades skating troupe personnel, 
Vera Vague, Jerry Colonna. 

KING OF THE MOUNTIES, serial; asso. prod., W. J. 
O'Sullivan; dir., Wiliam Witney; no writing credits; 
camera, Bud Thackeray. Cast: Allan Lane, Peggy 
Drake, William Bakewell, Bradley Page, Douglass | 
Dumbrille, Abner Biberman, William Vaughn, Duncan 
Renaldo, Nestor Paiva, Gilbert Emery, Anthony 
Warde, Arvon Dale, Allen Jung, George Irving, Jay 
Novello. 

SUNSET SERENADE, western; asso. prod., dir., 
Joseph Kane; no writing credits; camera, Bud Thack- 
eray. Cast: Roy Rogers, (Gabby) Hayes, Bob Nolan, 
Pat Brady, Themselves, Helen Parrish, Joan Woodbury, 
Onslow Stevens, Roy Barcroft, Frank M. Thomas, Jack 
Kirk. 

X MARKS THE SPOT, drama; prod.-dir., George 
Sherman; no writing credits; camera, Jack Marta. 
Cast: Damian O'Flynn, Helen Parrish, Dick Purcell, 
NGS. ean Ge—miay pI IN oO ne DRy tup ied 


Muir, Edna Harris, Joe Kirk, Dick Wessel, Robert | 
Homans. 

OUTLAWS OF PINE RIDGE, western; asso. prod:, 
Eddy White; dir., William Witney. Cast: Don ‘Red’ 


Barry, Emmett Lynn, Noah Beery, Jr., Lynn Merrick, 
Clayton Moore, Donald Kirke, Stanley Price, George 
Lewis. 
Republic Pix in Production 

JOHNNY DOUGHBOY, army; asso. prod.-dir., John 
H. Auer: no writing credits; camera, John Alton. Cast: 
Jane Withers, William Demarest, Ruth Donnelly. 
Henry Wilcoxon, Pat Brook, Bobby Breen, Bobby 
Coogan, George MacFarland, Billy Lenhart, Kenneth 
Brown, Sandra Henville, Cora Sue Collins, Beverly 
Hudson, Carl Switzer. 


RKO-Radio 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 


42-'43 pleted ing Cutting To go |COMpanies, Paramount, RKO and 
Studie <....ss% oo 6 2 9 15 | Metro, have not made up groups to 
Westerns ......... 7 6 0 0 4 follow their initialers, in the case of 
W. Disney ........ 1 0 1 0 ®4Par and RKO being five. Par’s first 
— teeeeee 2 1 1 e ® | five includes four that were screened 
> MO.  ceaccee OF 0 0 0 1 . : Ae 
BW. .sscdeeee 3B 0 0 0 2 last week, ‘Major and Minor,’ “The 
- tae ..-..... 8 0 0 9 2 | Wildcat,’ ‘Priorities on Parade’ and 
Jerrold Brandt.... 2 0 0 0 2 | ‘Glass Key,’ plus ‘Wake Island’ which 
— _ —_— — — )was tradeshown three weeks back on 
Totals 45 13 4 9 23/Aug. 12. Additionally Par is selling 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 
SCATTERGOOD SURVIVES A MURDER, mystery; 
prod., Jerrold Brandt; dir., Christy Cabanne; no writing 
(Continued on page 32) 


Inside Stufl—Pictures 





Florence Fisher Parry, columnist on the Pittsburgh Press, who has been 
defending Major Lynn Farnol in the ‘great arrow hoax’ outcry, last Fri- 


day (28), in substantiation of her 


previous contention, stated she had 


‘authoritative, indisputable and impersonal’ sources from whom she learned 
that the ‘first story on the pictures was written way back in May and 
was published throughout the country by both the AP and UP feature 


services. . 
ters and in Washington. 


. . The original story was approved by everyone at headquar- 
It was only after the Washington Star came out 


on that fateful Tuesday afternoon, stating that the pictures were a hoax, 


that anyone since involved had any 


idea that a mistake had been made. 


‘The breakdown in interoffice communication, which made the mistake 
possible—that is, the failure of the report on the marker investigation to 
reach anyone at headquarters—may be a reflection upon the Army’s setup 
in public relations, but in no way implicated its functioning officers... . 
The editorial writers and columnists who mentioned Major Farnol by 
name stressed that he entered the Army a motion picture press agent. 


The smear was not Major Farnol’s alone. 


The smear was directed at one 


of our greatest industries and—I might add—the most generous supporters 


of newspapers that they have.’ 





. Marion Kerby’s $50,000 ‘ectoplasmic playmate’ damage suit, dismissed 
three years ago in Los Angeles Superior Court, has been reinstated on 
the legal calendar by California Supreme Court and will be tried again. 
Action, aimed at Warner Bros., Hal Roach Studios, United Artists and 
various John Does, is the backfire of a publicity stunt for the picture, 


‘Topper Takes a Trip.’ 


Actress claims the studios sent out 10.000 pink 


letters to men in the Los Angeles area asking them to show up at a down- 
town theatre to meet ‘a girl with a gleam in her eye and mischief in her 
mind.’ The circulars were signed, ‘Your ectoplasmic playmate, Marion 
Kerby.’ Plaintiff asserts she was embarrassed no end by letters from angry 
wives accusing her of attempting to wreck their homes. 





Warner Bros.’ researchers, when first fashioning the George M. Cohan 
screen biog, found the best Cohaniana in the N. Y. Public Library (5th 


ave. and 42d st. branch) endowed to 
sion, by the late Robinson Locke, 


the Curator of the Theatrical Divi- 
editor-publisher of the Toledo (O.) 


Bee. Long known as a friend of showfolk, he was especially a Cohan fan, 


and to this day the ‘Yankee Doodle 


Dandy’ of the film hasn’t seen the 


numerous scrapbooks and memorobilia which Locke left to the N. Y. 


Library. 
Incidentally, quite by accident did 


the story line—revolving around the 


Congressional Medal of Honor to Cohan—evolve itself to the WB scripters 
who had long been puzzled by the problem of finding a proper peg. 





William Henry Hudson’s 32-year-old novel, ‘Green Mansions,” may finally 


reach the screen after several false s 


will among the Latin-American countries. 


zuela, has been widely read in South 
the screen rights several years ago, 


tarts, as a means of promoting good- 
Book, backgrounded in Vene- 
and Central America. RKO acquired 
but it never reached the cameras, 


although $62,000 is understood to have been spent on rights, treatments 


and scripts. 


Later the yarn was sold for less than $10,000 to James B. 


Cassidy, who is now in Hollywood to produce the picture if he can find 


a studio. 














Gives Metro 








lable on average rentals accounts of 
$100, and one if the rental ranged 
from $100 to $200. Metro increases 
the leniency by upping the one-pic- 
ture cancellation figure to $250. Also, 
allowing one or two out of such a 
comparatively small package as eight 
pictures runs the percentage of re- 
jection away up. 
Cancellation 

A sales official of one of the decree 
companies, which is selling blocks- 
of-five in consent sales fashion, states 
if an exhib wanted to buy 10 pic- 
tures at a clip, after they had been 
screened and they were ready for 
him, he’d be willing to discuss can- 
cellation. This very probably will 
become the general attitude in the 
view of the action taken by Metro 
which, in the words of one eastern 
sales executive, ‘wants to be dif- 
ferent, I guess.’ 

Twentieth-Fox is in the best po- 
sition at present to immediately take 
a contract on 10 pictures since it has 
screened two blocks of five each so 
far. However, to date they are being 
sold under separate contracts for 
each block. It was decided at the 
20th eastern sales regional meeting 


Continued from page 5 


Cancellation 











the case of ‘Pride’ deals call for an 
advance in admission scales. 

While decree selling ended on 
product for release starting yester- 
day (Tuesday), all companies but 
Metro are continuing as before. 
Under the so-called escape clause, 
if the Government failed to extend 
the decree to United Artists, Uni- 
versal and Columbia by June 1, then 
the Big Five would be free to sell 
1942-43 product for release starting 
Sept. 1 without necessity of limiting 
the blocks to five and tradeshowings 
before sale. 

Balance of the decree, including 
arbitration, remains in force to Nov. 
20, 1943, under the three-year trial 
period agreed upon. 


Sam Lefkowitz, WB’s N. Y. 
Dist. Sales Mer., Quits 


Added to the list of names figuring 
in changes in distribution during the 








past year is Sam Lefkowitz, New 
York district sales manager for 
Warner Bros., who resigned Monday 





Friday-Saturday-Sunday (28-29-30) 
jump on competitors on releases, for 
the time being the sales policy would | 
be to offer five films at a time. 

Twentieth is coming up with a 
third block, also embracing five pic- 
tures, with screening dates just set. 
They are ‘Man in the Trunk,’ ‘Manila 
Calling’ and ‘Girl Trouble.’ which 
will be tradeshown on Sept. 17 and 
‘Young Mr. Pitt’ and ‘Springtime in 
the Rockies’ Sept. 18. They are for 
October release. 

In addition to the 10 pictures now 
on sale in two blocks of five each, 
20th has screened ‘Tales of Man- 
hattan’ and is selling that singly. 

Warner Bros, has bunched a second 
block, also of five releases, but other 


‘Holiday Inn’ separately. 
Selling in RKO includes on its 
leadoff of five as a group, plus ‘Pride 


¥ pai ry Ray dvi sa ¥ > ~ 


(31). In the absence from the city 


manager, and Roy Haines, eastern 
division chief, he handed in his 
resignation to Joe Bernhard, v.p. and 
general manager. 

Reported Lefkowitz may join 


United Artists, although understood 
he has other offers. He will check 
out of the Warner N. Y. exchange, 
where he makes headquarters, 
either the end of this week or some- 
time next. 

Lefkowitz has been with Warners 
in sales since 1932, having come over 
from RKO where he had been a 
buying-booking executive. Previ- 
ously he had been in the old First 
National distribution department. 


$15,000 Theatre Fire 


Harrisburg, Pa., Sept. 1. 
Fire of undetermined origin virtu- 
ally destroyed the open-air Mt. Ver- 
non theatre at nearby Williams 
Grove Park recently. Roy Richwine, 
park owner estimated his loss at 





15.000 which is nartially covered 
| , - , . - ~s Ge ~ 
by insurance. 


The fire was discovered about an 
heur after a crowd of several thou- 








of Yankees’ and ‘Bambi’ singly. In 


sand persons had attended a vaude- 
ville show. 
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Boom . Attendance Hikes Pic Stocks 








3c To $4 In England; Odeon In Sl 


vv 


London, Aug. 21. 
Result of general boom in audi- 
ence attendance has sent many film 


stocks up, rises varying from 3c to 
$4. Latest to come into the divi- 
dend-paying ranks is Associated 
British Picture Corp., paying a fur- 
ther 742%, bringing divvy up to 
15% for years on the common after 
last year paying nothing. . 

Associated British Cinemas’ 542% 
debentures rose $1.75 and now stand 
at $409, par being $400. G-B 4%% 
new debs jumped $4 to $396, and 
are’ now only $4 below par. Stoll 
Corp. up 7c, making the $4 par stock 
price current $1.30. 


Only noticeable fall is Odeon 5% 
debs., down $3 and now marked $396. 
Latter somewhat strange fall in view 
of formation this week of new Odeon 
company with $6,000,000 capital in 
$4 shares. Object is to acquire 83 
provincial Odeon cinemas promoted 
by late Oscar Deutsch as separate 
companies and so bring outstanding 
mortgages now held locally inside 
the main Odeon company. Issue 
does not concern existing stockhold- 
ers in parent concern, who will not 
be asked to make a stock swap for 
scrip in the new company. 


PEPPERMAN DESCRIBES 
TOKYO EXPERIENCES 


Lewis Pepperman, manager of the 
former United Artists office in 
Tokyo, described his  post-Pearl 
Harbor experiences in the Jap capital 
yesterday (Tuesday) at a press con- 
ference in New York. He was the 
last American in the film business 
to get out of Tokyo. 


Pepperman estimated there is 
some - 11,000,000 yen in Japanese 
banks belonging to American dis- 
tribs or, roughly, $2,500,000. 


Foreign Film Men Get 
Foreign Postal Rules 


Both major and independent for- 
eign sales chiefs met with Col. W. 
Preston Corderman, of the U. S. 
Postal Service in charge of all pos- 
tal censorship, and other officials of 
customs censorship setup in the east 
yesterday (Tuesday), and talked ad- 
ditional cooperation. Foreign man- 
agers also discussed possible ways 
for speeding the shipment of pic- 
tures, especially shorts, to the Latin- 
American market. Phil Reisman, 
who heads a_ special committee 
handling this matter, reports at the 
foreign managers’ meeting next 
week, 

Because all U. S. distributors are 
concerned with getting their pic- 
tures through customs censorship 
with the minimum of delay, PRC. 
Monogram and Republic, besides the 
major foreign managers, were repre- 
sented at the huddle yesterday. Be- 
sides Corderman, Richard R. Smith, 
and Perry Arnold, two members of 
the reviewing committee in N. Y., 
which assists in expediting ship- 
ments through customs, were pres- 
ent. Steps were taken to improve 
the system by both distribs and the 
committee and postal reps. 


It was ‘egested that all film com- 














the reviewing committee rather than 
first submitting matter to postal 
censors. The method for handling 
Pictures, passed by the customs re- 
viewing group in Hollywood, but 
changed by having foreign lan- 
uage titles superimposed in N. Y., 
also was outlined. 


Honored Birthright 


Mexico City, Aug. 25. 
Remains of Jaime Nuno, composer 
of the Mexican national hymn, are 
to be exhumed at Buffalo, N. Y., 
where he died several years ago, and 
brought here by plane to be interred 
In the Rotunda of the Illustrious 
Men at the principal local cemetery. 
Restoration of Nuno’s body to his 
homeland was arranged by Dr. Fran- 
Cisco Castillo Najera, Mexican Am- 
bassador to the U. S. A monument 
fo Nuno and the hymn is to be 
_With a special public cere- 
ie In Chapultepec Wood, the 
‘€ading local public park. Unveiling 
and Nuno’s funeral will be simul- 

“aleous, sometime in September. 








erected, 
mony 
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Belgian Film Mission 


Andre Cauvin, who has made 
documentaries exclusively for the 
Belgian government, is leaving early 
this month to make documentary 
films on the Belgian Congo war ef- 
fort. He was commissioned by the 
Belgium government in London and 
is being sponsored by it on this 
film-making trip. 

Cauvin will be accompanied by 
lyricist John Latouche and Arthur 
L. Fisher, British cameraman. La- 
touche will write fhe commentary, 
and he is hopeful that the progress 
of the expedition may be sent by 
shortwave to this country. 


Anti-Fascist Pix 


Continued from page 
passed it to Dr. Miguel Culaciati, 
Minister of the Interior. Latter tossed 








it to the office of the Inten- 
dente (Mayor), Carlos Alberto 
Pueyrredon. 


‘Invaders’ Recotd 

‘Invaders’ had been running a 
week, piling up first-stanza socko 
gross of 60,000 pesos (over $15,000), 
practically an all-time record for 
the Cine Gran Rex, South America’s 
largest filmery. ‘Agent’ had been 
running only four days. 

Rex management, following a per- 
sonal appeal to President Ramon S. 
Castillo, secured permission to con- 
tinue over the weekend, and in the 
two-day period, set a new record of 
38,000 pesos $(9,500) with standees 
at every performance. Fox was un- 
able to get a similar okay on ‘Agent’ 
and so a sub pic had to be tossed 
into the Ambassador theatre. 

During the week following the 
censorship board had the films run 
off several times and Interior Mini- 
ster Culaciati, after personal view- 
ings, said ‘Invaders,’ with the elim- 
ination of certain phrases referring 
to Germany and its people, ‘had 
nothing offensive to the dignity or 
prestige of that nation.’ No verdict 
yet handed down on ‘Agent’ al- 
though that’s expected soon. 

Oddly, despite the ban in B.A., 
which is the Federal District like 
Washington, D. C., films were not 
stopped in the interior and both 
were run in Santa Fe and elsewhere. 
okay for B. A. was finally given 10 
days after original ban and Colum- 
bia acquiescence to make certain 
cuts, particularly of strong dialogue. 
Re-release date not yet set. 

Indication that future procedure 
will be to have Foreign Ministry rep 
sit in passing on all doubtful films 
came when Mayor Pueyrredon and 
a Foreign Ministry rep previewed 
and approved with minor cuts 
United Artists’ ‘Mister V,’ just be- 
fore release. Pic had been approved 
by censors, but the approval was 
withdrawn when the ‘Invaders’ in- 
cident came up. Following cuts sug- 
gested by Dr. Culaciati, censorship 
board issued a general decree cover- 
ing film. 

Until end of °41 Foreign Office 
rep sat with the censors but during 
the present year the system has 
been changed. Future practice of 
having Foreign Office rep sit with 
the bluepencillers has advantages 
and disadvantages, in the opinion of 
MIGHT LATS — 

On one side, distrids wiii Kid 
at once how they stand and not 
make prints or start advertising un- 
til they get the official nod. Pre- 
viously, as in the case of ‘Invaders,’ 
everything was set when the yank 
order came. Disadvantage is that it 
will permit totalitarian pressuring 
the Foreign Ministry to protest 
every film in advance and make de- 


fense difficult. 


‘Juke’ Allergy 


Lemme Continued from page 1! 
condemn the use of the word ‘juke’ 
in relation to coin machines is an 
old story. They have carried on a 
campaign for years to eliminate it. 
Some time ago they brought pres- 
sure to bear on Dick Todd to change 
his billing from ‘King of the Juke 
Boxes’ to ‘King of the Coin Ma- 
chines.’ 

In all the legal data compiled by 
the Government in its moves to 
counleract the no-recording order 
recently put into effect by James C. 
Petrillo, American Federation of 
Musié@ians prexy, the ‘juke box’ des- 
ignation is always used for coin- 
music machines. 
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| Current London Shows 


London, Sept. 1. 


‘All’s Fair,’ Whitehall. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ St. James's. 
‘Dancing Years,’ Adelphi. 
‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Haymarket. 
D’Oyly Carte Opera, Princess. 
‘Flarepath,’ Apollo. 

‘Fine and Dandy,’ Saville. 

‘Full Swing,’ Palace. 

‘Gangway,’ Palladium. 

‘Get a Load of This,’ Hippodrome. 
‘Int'l Ballet, His Majesty's 
‘Lifeline,’ Duchess. 

‘Light and Shade,’ Ambassador. 
‘Macbeth,’ Piccadilly. 

‘Maid of the Mountains.’ Coliseum. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Savoy. 
‘Morning Star,’ Globe. 

‘Murder Without Crime,’ Comedy. 
‘No Orchids for Blandish,’ Wales. 
‘Quiet Week-End,’ Wyndham’s. 
‘Rain,’ St. Martin’s. 

‘Rebecca,’ Strand. 

*‘Rose-Marie,’ Stoll’s. 

Russian Ballet, Cambridge. 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet, New. 

‘Salt of Earth,’ Vaudeville. 

‘Sky High,’ Phoenix. 

‘Wild Rose,’ Prince. 

‘Warn That Man,’ Garrick. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Aldwych. 


‘DUMBO’ HEFTY 126 
AS LEADER IN B. A. 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 25. 

‘Dumbo’ (RKO), aided by smart 
exploitation, ran up the heftiest 
gross of the week at B. A.’s first- 
runners. Film clicked to the tune of 
48,000 pesos ($12,000) for the 10- 
day period. It came in early to fol- 
low ‘Invaders,’ which was officially 
yanked but permitted to carry on 
previous weekend business. 

Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
gentine pesos, currently at about 27c 
U. S., follow: 


Ambassador (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(1,400; 2.50-2.00)—‘Bajo un Angel del 
Cielo’ (‘An Angel Came Down from 
Heaven’) (Arg-made). OK _ 13,000. 
Last week, unestimated but weak 
because ‘Secret Agent of Japan’ 
(20th) was yanked after squawks 
after four days and ‘Song of the Is- 
land’ (20th) filled in. 

Ideal (Lococo (970; 3.00-2.50). 
‘Saboteur’ (U). So-so 11,000 for 
second week. Last week two-house 
opening brought 20,000 here and 14,- 
000 to the Suipacha. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lauta- 
ret) (3,305; 2.50-2.00) — ‘Dumbo’ 
(RKO). Sock 48,000 for 10-day 
period. Last week, ‘Invaders’ (Col- 
distributed), 38,000 for long week- 
end, following first week’s record 
60,000. 

Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia) (2,800; 
2.00-1.50) ‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.’ 
(M-G). Neat 28,000. Satisfactory 
considering American locale. Last 
week, ‘The Bugle Sounds’ (M-G), so- 
so 18,000. 

Normandie (Lococo (1,400; 2.00- 
1.50)—‘Reap the Wild Wind’ (Par). 
9,000 on second week of pop-priced 
run. Last week, opener, 12,000. 

Monumental (Coll, Gatti & Cia) 
(1,300; 2.00-1.50)—‘Gone With The 
Wind’ (M-G). Back after bowing 
out for a national. ‘Gone’ piled up 
a nifty 21,500, which is 5,500 more 
than it did week before stepping 
out. Last week, ‘Sendas Cruzadas’ 
(Arg-made), weak 8,000. 














0-2.00) — 
‘Always in My Heart’ AB). Not 
bad 23,000. Last week, ‘In the Navy’ 
(U), satisfactory 22,000. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3.00-2.50) 
—Tu Eres La Paz’ (Arg-made). OK 
12,000. Last week, ‘Saboteur’ (U) 
drew 14,000 to this house on the 
doubler. 

Broadway (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(2.863: 2.00-1.50)--“How Green Was 
My Valley’ (20th). OK 15,000 for 
first week of pop-priced run. Last 
week, ‘Los Chicos Crecen’ (Arg- 
made), OK 9,000 for second week. 





Can.’s Upped Tax Bill 


Ottawa, Sept. 1. 


Show biz brows are wrinkled at 
the prospect of Canada’s hard-hit- 
ting new income tax which will 
wallop payrolls across the Dominion 
this month, practically mone es- 
caping. 

Theatres, niteries. juke joints and 
hotels dread what fall will bring 
after two years of the heaviest 
spending by the-public in years, defi- 
nitely expecting a slump but hoping 


French Producer Excoriates Film 
Collaborationists Still in France 





The strange and awkward role 
now being played by French film 
figures in the Nazi-dominated 
French picture industry is described 
by the former French producer, 
Henri Diamant-Berger, in a special 
article in ‘La Victoire,’ French- 
language, pro-DeGaulle weekly pub- 
lished in New York. 

Diamant-Berger, who fled from 
the Continent after the downfall of 
France, paints a very revealing pic- 
ture of conditions in the French film 
industry where Nazi control is com- 
plete and where the role of the 
Frenchman has been relegated to 
that of a stooge. 

The former French producer tells 
of Danielle Darrieux, Maurice Chev- 
alier, Mistinguett, Sacha Guitry, 
Harry Bauer, Yvonne Printemps and 
other French stage and screen stars 
well known to American audiences. 


The veil of mystery surrounding 
Maurice Chevalier is not lifted by 
Diamant-Berger who says that the 
French star tried to come to the 
U. S. in July, 1940, but was refused 
passage through Spain because ‘he 
had once sung at a Spanish refugee 
benefit. Therefore he wrote a news- 
paper article condemning those who 
had left France and whom he could 
not join.’ 

He adds that Chevalier married 
Jewish Nita Raya, his stage partner 
at the Casino de Paris, who has been 
known to be his close friend for 
some years. Chevalier, he points 
out, at first refused to return to Paris 
but that ‘Vichy pressured him under 
the threat of confiscating his prop- 
erty. He yielded. Asked to sing in 
Berlin, he countered by asking that 
he be permitted to sing on a tour of 
prison camps in Germany. He was 
refused and according to the latest 
news has not gone to Berlin.’ 


Bauer in Berlin Prison 


Of some of the questionable 
‘Aryans,’ Diamant-Berger’ wrii2s: 
‘Despite his repeated currying, Sacha 
Guitry has been eliminated from the 
screen by his German masters, who 
are sufficiently clarified om his racial 
origins Nevertheless Charles 
Trenet has been declared an ‘Aryan’ 
ofhonor . . . he has so many friends 
. . . Mistinguett, trying to forget the 
memory of her mother, Madame 
Kohn, is ready to yield . . Harry 
Bauer, whose son Cecil is valiantly 
fighting with the Free French forces, 
has wound up in a Berlin prison for 
having hidden his’ non-‘Aryan’ 
origins.’ 

‘Corinne Luchaire was furnished 
by her father to Otto Abetz while 
Edwige Feuillere remembered that 
she is Italian . . . Yvonne Printemps 
has been fortunate and continues to 
work with Pierre Fresnay, who 
never made any mystery about his 
Fascist sympathies, although every- 
one believed him to be a patriot... 
Paris has announced new films with 
Fernand Gravey (Gravet), Alerme 
and Raimu, who cannot resist the 
lure of a large salary .. .’ 

Diamant-Berger shows great ad- 
miration for other French picture 
figures who have refused to yield to 
German pressure. He writes: 


Rosay Refuses to Yield 


‘Francoise Rosay has courageously 
refused to retract her appeal to Ger- 
man mothers in her broadcasts of 
1940. She lost all her jewelry, furs 
and belongings in-the- bombing -of 
Orleans. Now she is supporting her- 
| self by going on tour in small Swiss 
| theatres with her playwright-hus- 
| band, Jacques Feyder In the 
| South, Pierre Blanchar, Pierre Lar- 
|quey and Claude Dauphin has defi- 
nitely refused all collaboration.’ 


Pict producer and director Marcel 
Pagnol is severely scored by Dia- 
mant-Berger. He writes that he put 
himself in solid with Vichy from the 
start by including a long apology by 
Marshal Petain in his pict ‘La Fille 
du Puisatier’ (‘The Well-Digger’s 
Daughter’), which was reproduced 
early in 1941. He adds that ‘Pagnol 
did not have to wait very long for 
his recompense. However, his studio 
in Marseilles suddenly caught fire. 
Then the playwright Jean Giono, al- 
though a pacifist, slapped his face 
and withdrew all rights to his works 
on which Pagnol had been living for 
years.’ 

Diamant-Berger accuses the Ger- 
mans of unlimited brutalities. 





firmed that F’gnri Jeanson, 
our best dialogists, was killed by the 
Nazis firing squad. This great 
polemist was a writer of class, but 
he was also a troublesome character 





the sting is soft. 


reports that ‘it appears to be con- | 78 © 
one of | ‘2C™ 45 
| Peers. 


. . » The Germans also shot Jolly, 
chief machinist in the Pathe studios, 
as a hostage.’ 

Some time is devoted by the 
writer to some of the Quislings of 
the French industry. He calls Palve 
‘the King of the Frencr cinema. 
This adventurer was saved from 
imminent failure by the war. He 
rushed to Berlin from the moment of 
the debacle where he found all the 
paper money necessary to absorb his 
disappeared or eliminated competi- 
tors.’ 

Of Raoul Ploquin and others he 
comments: ‘Head of the French film 
industry, Raoul Ploquin, who pre- 
viously had French films in Berlin... 
to help him they found a poor fellow 
named Chemmel and a mediocre as- 
sistant named Roland Toual, husband 
of the former Hollywood cutter 
Denise Batcheff, who was called 
back to Paris. Another producer of 
Italian origin, Roger Richebe, gets 
his revenge for his previous produc- 
tion setbacks in Paris. He did 
‘Madame Sans Gens’ with Arletty, 
although he neglected to acquire the 
film rights which belong, to Para- 
mount...but why bother?’ 


He states that Edmond Greville 
megged ‘Une Femme dans la Nuit’ 
(‘A Woman in the Night’) to a suc- 
cessful conclusion only to have it 
suspended because he was found to 
be of English origin. 

Commenting on the industry in 
general, Diamant-Berger writes: 


‘The greatest weakness of French 
films are their poverty, bad sound 
track, poor technical quality and 
censorship difficulties. Paul Marion’s 
French censorship is obtuse and 
seeks principally to obtain constant 
allusions to the new order and its 
benefits. Furthermore the Germans 
demand the translated texts of all 
scenarios before they are produced. 
This control prevents any thought, 
word or image to slip through which 
might recall some of the lost brilli- 
ance of the French production of 
three years ago.’ 

Diamant-Berger reveals that the 
Gernfans attempted to ameliorate 
these production difficuX¥ies by or- 
dering the French Consul in Los 
Angeles to offer appetizing contracts 
to French actors and directors in 
Hollywood if only they would return 
to France. “The order was faithfully 
executed,’ he writes, ‘and it was even 
accompanied by threats or reprisals, 
but the invitation remained un- 
answered.’ 


He says that the only French meg- 
ger of any class collaborating with 
the Germans is Marcel Carne, who 
is ‘of doubtful’ background. 


Commenting on the obligatory ex- 
hibition of German pictures in 
French showcases, Diamant-Berger 
writes that ‘no way has yet been de- 
vised to oblige French spectators to 
buy tickets when German films are 
shown,’ He adds that the French 
again outwitted the Germans when 
the latter ordered the destruction of 
French films produced before 1937 in 
order to give their own films a better 
chance by ‘changing the title of old 
films, which have been presented as 
new picts...and if they can arrange 
|certain complicities, the trick suc- 
ceeds often enough.’ 

Diamant-Berger saves his parting 





{shot for another crack at Marcel 
Pagnol. He says: 
| ‘Shortly after the defeat, the 


| misery was so great among the de- 
| mobolized technicians that Pierre Du- 
vivier asked his brother Julien to 
appeal to American professionals to 
| come to the aid of their French col- 
|leagues. The Americans generously 
| answered the appeal but Marcel Pag- 
| nol refused to be the treasurer of this 
charitable work because he claimed 
the money from Hollywood was 
‘Jewish,’ so the project had to be 
abandoned.’ 





The Payoff 


London, Aug. 21. 


As result of their success in a 
short, Revnell and West, local 
femme comedy vaudeville team, 





have been promoted to a full-length 
| feature. Company is Realm Pic- 


| tures, headed by George Stone and 
He | John Fancy, with epic to start shoot- 


arly in November. Supporting 
actor, Donalg 


Picture is to cost $80,000, with con- 
tract carrying proviso that Redd 
Davis directs. 
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SELLOUT FOR “WAKE PREEM 





New Openings on ‘Holiday Inn 
: Show N.Y. Record Is No Fluke; 
Pic Tops Reap and ‘La. Purchase 





Paramount's ‘Holiday Inn,’ Cros- 
by-Astaire starrer with Berlin mu- 
sic and Sandrich direction that is 
making history on Broadway by 
smashing all records at the Times 
Square Paramount, proved the 
Bway biz was no accident last 
weekend. 

Reports from a handful of new 
openings around the country 
showed ‘Inn’ topping ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ in almost all dates and 
beating out Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Reap 
the Wild Wind’ in several. 

‘Inn’ is going six weeks at the 
New York Paramount; already it 
has broken all first, second, third 
and fourth week records. Here’s 
some of the new biz: 

PLAZA THEATRE, Stamford, 
Conn.: Four-day gross tops ‘Pur- 
chase’ by 20 percent and runs $150 
under ‘Reap.’ 

FLORIDA THEATRE, JACK- 
SONVILLE: Two-day gross tops 
‘Purchase’ by 70 percent and ‘Réap’ 
by 10 percent. 

PARAMOUNT THEATRE, HOL- 
LYWOOD: ‘Inn’ sets a house rec- 
ord, topping ‘Reap’ by 10 percent 
for first four days. 

PARAMOUNT THEATRE, Los 
Angeles: ‘Inn’ tops ‘Reap’ by a 
socko 30 percent. 

NEWMAN THEATRE, Kansas 
City: ‘Inn’ tops Christmas Week 
take of ‘Purchase’ by 10 percent. 

FLORIDA {1EATRE, West Palm 


Beach: ‘Inn os ‘Purchase’ by 20 


percent, 

TAMPA THEATRE, Tampa: ‘Inn’ 
tops Christmas Week of ‘Purchase 
by 35.percent, ties take of ‘Reap.’ 


percent and equals ‘Reap.’ 


BOTH ‘Purchase’ and ‘Reap.’ 


openings in nearly 200 key spots. 


Back With Bing 


Marjorie Reynolds, who be- 


teamed with Bing Crosby and 
Fred Astaire in ‘Holiday Inn,’ 
will repeat with Crosby in his 


studio announced last 
end. Barbara Britton and Billy 
DeWolfe also have been cast. 

ixie’ will deal with the career 
of Dan Emmett, of the original 


the famous tune. 


COLBERT CAST 
IN STORY OF 
BATAAN 


Claudette Colbert will have the 
in Par’s forthcoming 
production based on the heroism 
nurses on Bataan, 











of U. S. Army 
titled ‘So Proudly We Hail,’ 


wife of a Navy doctor, Lieut. Com- 
r Joel Pressman—is cast as 
Pic rolls in Oc- 


Mark Sandrich 
ly,’ and is at present at work 
with Allan Scott on the screenplay. 
Balance of cast has not been set. 


ARKANSAS THEATRE, Little 
Rock: ‘Inn’ beats ‘Purchase’ by 150 





STATE THEATRE, Cleveland: 
‘Inn’ beating ‘Reap’ in its third day. 
Meanwhile, the Paramount, New- 
ark, closed a third week of ‘Inn’ 
with a gross 25 percent above 





THE DRIVE’S ON! 
make that billion! — Buy 
and sell War Bonds and 
Stamps to the limit of your 
ability during*SALUTE TO 
OUR HEROES’ Month! 





‘Holiday Inn’ should really get 
popping over the coming weekend; 
pic is set for Labor Day weekend 
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“What if we couldn’t get tires and gas—it makes an even 
better ballyhoo as it is!” 
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‘POPULAR PRICES 
SUARTING TODAY 


All New York Turns Out 
for Rivoli Bow of Par’s 
Marine Corps Epic; Entire 
Proceeds Go to American 


Red Cross 





SWARTHOUT SINGS 





Paramount’s ‘Wake Island’ made 
its public debut last night to a 
packed house at the Rivoli Theatre, 
with .every “seat -taken and with 
leaders of all phases of New York 
life—as well as all four military 
services—on hand. The ‘Wake Is- 
land’ premiere, a Red Cross benefit, 
was marked by lack of a ‘guest of 
honor’ list; no free ducats were dis- 
tributed anywhere. 

Among those who made up parties 
for the premiere were: Lieut, Gen, 
Hugh H. Drum, U. S. A., and staff; 
Rear Admiral Stanley V. Parker, 
U. S. C. G.; Maj. Gen. Thomas A, 
Terry, U. S. A. and staff; Brig. Gen. 
and Mrs. Robert L. Denig, U. S. M. 
C.; Col. H. L. Parsons, U. S. M. C. 
and sfaff; Lieut. Col. Victor I. Mor- 
rison, U. S. -M.--C.; the staff of 
Vice Admiral Adolphus Andrews, 
U. S. N.; the staff of Rear Admiral 
E. Marquart, U.S.C. G.; Mr. and Mrs, 
Barney Baiaban, Mr. and Mrs. Adolph 
Zukor, Mr. and Mrs. Neil Agnew, 
Charles M. Reagan, G. A. Smith, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Hertz, Jr., Stan- 
ley M. Isaacs, Postmaster Albert 
Goodman, Mrs. David Challinor, Jules 
Glaenzer, Mrs. Lawrence K. Jennings, 
Helen F. Draper, Arthur W. Kelly, 
Mrs. William Howard Taft II, Ger- 
trude Lawrence, Alexander Fogel, 
Nea E. Depinet, Hon.” Paul Moss, 
Mrs. William Maxwell Evarts, G 
J. Atwell, James B. Boynton, Colby 
Chester, Mrs. J. J. Wyle, Mrs. Elon 
G. Pratt, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Hov- 
ing, Jack Cohn, Jean A. Reid, 
Charles F. Noyes and Mrs. &. Roland 
Harriman. 

Sole stage presentation to mark 
the premiere was the appearance of 
Gladys Swarthout, who led the sing- 
ing of the national anthem. Spon- 
sors of the premiere felt that other 
features could only lessen the pow- 
erful impact of the picture itself, 
which Howard Barnes in LIBERTY 
currently calls ‘a great motion pic- 
ture and the greatest war film I’ve 
ever seen.’ 

New York critics’ reviews were of 
course not in by ‘Variety’s’ press 
time last night—but on the strength 
of all reviews and comments in to 
date, we know we can safely urge 
exhibitors to read them all. No pic- 
ture released by Paramount in many 
months has received the acclaim that 
‘Wake~- Island’ has won through 
trade and pre-premiere screenings. 

Kate Smith has called it ‘an un- 
forgettable experience ...every 
American should see it—for here is 
recorded the magnificence of men 
who died for America.’ Barnes in 
Liberty, in addition to the quote 
above, said ‘Wake’ was ‘a trium- 
phant testament to courage and re- 
sourcefulness...the chances are it 
will leave you cold and angry as 
well as emotionally shattered. But 
it will also leave you with a more 
profound faith in the things we stand 
for.” W. Ward Marsh, of the Cleve- 
land Plain Dealer, saw sereening 
and wrote a column of praise headed 
‘Pre-Release Cheers for ‘Wake Is- 
land.’ Review said in part: ‘Wake 
Island’ catches for this new and ter- 











PSSSST—FEELTHY PICTURES! 








‘The dirtiest picture of the year’—that’s what Hollywood is calling 
Mitch Leisen’s ‘No Time For Love’—and all because of scenes like 
the above. Stery deals with a lady photog and a sandhog, and this 
twosome shows how Claudette Colbert and Fred MacMurray, in 
stellar roles, look, after a pressure chamber bursts and buries ‘em 


under tons of mud, Leisen dunked ’em in real mud, too! 





Par’s First Block for New Season 
Weighed and Found Socko by Crix 


A 





Trade reviews for balance of 
Paramount’s first block of five for 
1942-43, just coming in this week, 
show that Par’s done it again. All 
precincts are not yet heard from, 
but enough raves are in to show 

“ottest company has cinched 
the  onors. 

Biggest raves came, as expected, 
for the Ginger Rogers-Ray Milland 
opus ‘The Major and the Minor,’ 
first directorial job for Paramount 
by screen writer Billy Wilder— 
who wrote the script in collabora- 
tion with Charles Brackett. _Of 
‘Major and the Minor,’ here’s what 
ithe trades had to say: 

M. P. DAILY: ‘For 100 solid 
j Minutes the picture is packed with 
laughs, daft situations and gag 
lines. Miss Rogers at her versatile 
best....carries on in a manner 
guaranteed te make the cash reg- 
ister at the boxoffice ring long 
and loud.’ 


SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW: 
‘Has all the entertainment spurs 
to make it play Jingle Jangle Jin- 
gle on your cash register. Swell 
romance spiced with witty, sophis- 
ticated dialogue and highlighted by 








rible war what ‘All Quiet on the 
Western Front’ finally caught for 
World War I—but we had to wait 
until 1930 for that picture.’ 
Exploit buildup for the premiere 
included # Marine Corps League 
War Bor ' Dance Sunday night at 
the New York, when Barbara Brit- 
ton was named ‘Queen of the Ma- 
rine Corps League, and a War 
Bond Rally at the Fifth Avenue 
entrance of Bonwit Teller’s Mon- 
day. A Grumman ‘Wildcat,’ Navy 


vi 


fighter plane, was set up in Colum- Pt 








bus Circle yesterday calling atten- 
‘tion to the premiere. 





amusing and enjoyable situations; 
certain to ring the bell with all 
classes of theatre patrons. 

BOXOFFICE: ‘Ginger Rogers 
goes impish in a new character 
role and comes through with flying 
colors....unusually entertaining. . 
..a funfest for John Q. Public and 
exhibitors.’ 

DAILY VARIETY: ‘Delightful 
comedy diversion, guaranteeing 
money in the boxoffice for ex- 
hibitors and another top credit for 
Ginger Rogers. Wilder's direction 
socks home every laugh.’ 

HOLLYWOOD REPORTER: ‘One 
of the surest bets of the season for 
hit grosses. An exceptionally 
brizht laugh show; a natural farce 
for audiences.’ 

‘Wildcat’ and ‘The Glass Key,’ 
the other two First Block pictures 
not previously trade screened, also 
came in for praise from all quar- 
ters. Block also includes ‘Wake 
Island’ and ‘Priorities on Parade,’ 
both of which garnered critical 
corsages some weeks back when 
reviewed. Here are typical quotes 
on the other two new ones: 

‘THE GLASS KEY’: ‘There’s a 
real boxoffice wallop in Fred 
Kohlmar’s production of the Dash- 
iell Hammett mystery....will hold 
an audience from start to finish’ 
(M. P. Daily). ‘Swell acting and 
action plus; good entertainment’ 
(Film Daily). ‘Packs a dramatic 
wallop for the audience; the wal- 
lop should ricochet for the show- 
man’ (Boxoffice). 

‘WILDCAT’: ‘Another  action- 
packed nifty—that it will be a 
program hit there can be no doubt’ 
(Hollywood Reporter}. ‘Another 
first-rate action-drama from Pine- 
Thomas’ (Daily Variety). ‘Crammed 
with action; qualifies for any book- 
ing for which action is the first 
requisite’ (M. P. Daily). 
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ARMY CIRCUIT 





‘Movies Not a Luxury’ 





Newark, Sept. 1. 


Importance of films as a wartime necessity was emphasized edi- 


torially here Sunday (30) by the Newark Sunday Call. 


Replying 


to a reader who called pix a ‘luxury’ and suggested that they be 
open only weekends during the war, the newspaper, in an edi- 
torial titled ‘We Need Recreation,’ asserted: 


The movies are definitely not a luxury. 


They are one of the most 


inexpensive forms of entertainment and provide diversion and re- 


laxation for millions. 


‘Even more than in peacetime, recreation is important during a 
war, when the public is working hard and suffering prolonged 


physical and nervous strain. 
other sports. 
radio. Each is indispensible. 

‘Suspension of baseball, 


Many find relaxation in baseball and 
Others find it in dancing, cards, reading, music, the 


elimination of dancing or closing the 


movies would have widespread and disastrous effects on national 


morale. The Government 
mass entertainment, and wisely. 


will not help win the war.’ 


is opposed to restricting 


facilities for 


We need more of them, not less, 
for they help keep us healthy and sane. Ar 


atmosphere of gloom 














Inevitable That Govt. Restrictions 
On Film Must Curtail Productions 


+. 








Washington, Sept. 1. 

The motion picture industry will 
learn in the next two weeks just 
what it may expect in the way of 
Government restrictive measures for 
the conservation of raw film stock. 
At present it is clear that (1) some 
form of curtailment of film through 
rationing or allocation of raw stock 
by the War Production Board is in- 
evitable, and (2) the compulsory 
curtailment is likely to go well be- 
yond the approximate 20% which the 
industry volunteered to make. 

In the face of present and pros- 
pective demands of the armed serv- 
ices and the Government agencies 
for stock needed for training and 
morale pictures, WPB is _ trying 
hard to find some solution to the 
conservation problem which will 


as possible. 
gone conclusion that the Govern- 
ment will be telling the studios the 


¥ 





"More Disney U. S. Shorts 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
This coming season the Walt Dis- 
ney Studios will use nearly 10 times 
the amount of film consumed for 
production in former years due to 
the heavy output of Government 
training pictures. 
The amount will 
300,000 feet. 


probably total 





PARENT-TEACHER’S FILM 


La! 





REVIEWING SERVICE, 


‘National Parent-Teacher,’ official 
magazine of the National Congress 


| of Parents and Teachers, is reflecting 
cause as little upset to the industry | 


It appears to be a fore- | 


number of films they can make and/| 


the amount of film they can use. 
Harold Hopper, chief of the mo- 


renewed interest in better pictures 
by inaugurating a new service for 
its readers with the September issue. 
Some 15 new pictures are reviewed 
in a new section, covering nearly 


| three pages, which will be devoted to 


tion picture and photographic sec- 
tion of the WPB, has asked film 
companies to give figures showing 


the number of pictures made and the 
total footage of film used since 1940 
and also the number of bookings for 
each film distributed. 
tion, together with the 
amounts of unexposed film in the 
hands of producers and others, at 
the time of the freeze order will give 
the WPB data that it needs to de- 
termine in what direction it will 
move in its conservation plans. This 
search for information is prepara 
tory to decisions as to the extent 
supplies and potential future produc- 
tion of raw stock will cover the pros- 
pective needs of the armed services 
and the government agencies, and as 


Thie infarmsa 
a2iais liiaOl tila~ 


figures of 


to the measures that will be ordered | 


for conserving film 

While it was reported some time 
ago that WPB was considering ban- 
ning the showing of double features 


as one way of conserving film, that 
proposal is now getting no serious 
discussion and WPB is not con- 


templating at present taking any step 
in that direction 
Comm’! Shorts Figured OK 
Detroit, Sept. 1 
area’s numerous commercial 
picture studios, whose work has 
been closely coupled with defense 
work, see no change in their pres- 
ent commitments because of the War 
Production Board's bans on raw 
Stock. In fact, they see their situa- 
tion bettered under the present in- 
terpretation of the regulations. 
While certain matters cannot be 


This 


| 


discussed because of military rea- | 
sons, it was indicated that the stu- | 


dios here not only have a large 
Stock of film on hand but because of 
the type of work they have been 
performing are in a more important 
calegory than ever before. They 
have done a large amount of work 
On training films and others for the 
armed forces and, in addition, being 
closely allied to plants engaged in 
war production on priorities for all 
future film requirements. 


| 


this sort of reviewing service on new 
product 


Each review breaks down 
screen subject as to whether suited 
for adults, youngsters or generai 


family consumption. The reviewing 
department is supervised by Ruth B. 


Hedge Product is previewed in 
Hollywood as a result of the co- 
operation of all studios. 


Inauguration of this service on 
screen product is a community affair, 
and rated of strong value to the in- 
a whole. Parent-teacher 
group was sought as a co-operative 
factor with the film business because, 
at one time, it was less favorably in- 


dustry as 


the | 








NO. OF PRINTS 


NOW A PROBLEM 


Because of Camp Cinemas’ 
Huge Consumption of 
Product, Distribs Urge 
This Allocation Should 
Not Be Charged Against 
the Industry’s Raw Film 
Rationing 


825 THEATRES NOW 


U. S. Army theatres, approxi- 
mately 87 last year, 825 currently 
and scheduled to reach the 900 mark 
before the end of the year, now 
constitute the second largest cir- 
cuit in America (Paramount first), 
involving booking and print prob- 
lems which, in view of current cel- 
luloid conservation plans, are sched- 
uled to be taken up by the film in- 
dustry’s advisory committee at the 


next War Production Board huddle 
in Washington around the end of 
this month. 

Regardless of any allocation or 
rationing order, expected any week 
now from the WPB, film industry 
reps contend that raw film stock 
used for prints sent to army camps 
should not be charged up against 
their regular celluloid allowances. 
Question being argued also is 
whether stock for Victory Shorts, 
such as those made upon the sugges- 
tion of Lowell Mellett, should be 
additional to regular production re- 
quirements. 


Special Problem 


The VU. S. Army theatre circuit, 
roughly the equivalent of the com- 
bined Warner and National Theatres 
circuits, is regarded as involving a 
special conservation problem in it- 
self, since camps are numerous in 
some sections of the country and 
non-existent in others. In this way 
film exchange facilities in some sec- 
tors are heavily taxed in meeting 
both military and regular civilian 
theatre requirements. 

Figuring on a basis of 40 showings 
per print, the Army circuit alone 
requires 20 to 25 additional prints 
per picture released. Picture men 


also point out that Army theatres 


| get film first, sometimes 30 days 01 


clined towards the industry. Under- | 
stood that the Hays office was in- 
strumental in encouraging this 


viewing service 


re- 


So You'll Know ’Em 
Hollywood, Sept. 1 
H to identify Army aircraft is 
the ibject of 12 service films to 
be made at the Walt Disney studio 
under auspices of the Acaae Re- 
sear( Council. 
Filmi ets under way tl veek 
with Edwin Verity direc g 
Rock of Atlantis 
Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
Seymour Nebenzal, head of At-, 
lantis Pictures, announced ‘Corregi- 
dor’ as the third of six features to 
be made for Producers Releasing 
Corp. 


with MacArthur’s 
will be di- 


Picture, dealing 
stand in the Philippines, 
rected by Edgar Ulme1 


Roller Skater 
Detroit, Sept. i. 
Melva Block, 17-year-old national 
roller skating champ from here, has 
been inked in to do a skating short 
for Metro. 
She goes: west in October 


the Pete Smith film. 


Pete Smith's 


, 
to make 


j 
| 


yar 
} a heen WV aesatgy 


more ahead of -cegular' release 
schedules, and without regard to 
clearances of regular theatres. 
Question as to which 
be charged up against 
dustry needs, and those for which 
the Government should make extra 
allowances, is among matters sched- 
uled for adjustment in connection 
with the impending rationing ordei 
Chief topic last session of 
fim indu ivisory ¢¢ 


Wash 


regular in- 


at the 


WPB 


tee with the 
\ ‘ hod ar 


which had previously been reg 
WPB restrict 
to DE applied 10! 
through the regular channels in the 
same way ; applica n el 
film productio} Th is likely in- 
tended to circumvent possible use of 
newsreel stock for other purposes. 
Meantime industry reps are re- 
portedly desirous of having the re- 
ported WPB rationing order issued 





| 


| 





| 
| 
| 
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films are to} 


Contracts Among Certain States 


Perforce Is Reflected at Film B.0. 


lS 
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Pierce ‘Powers’ Producer 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Charles R. Rogers appointed his 
assistant, William A. Pierce, to take 
over the associate producer chore on 
‘The Powers Girl,’ to be made for 
United Artists release. 

Pierce succeeds Monty Schaff, who 
left for Joplin, Mo., to join the Army. 


17 COMPLETED 
N RKO SLATE 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

RKO finished shooting on ‘Once 
Upon a Honeymoon,’ making a total 
of 17 pictures in the editing or com- 
pleted state for this season’s pro- 
gram. Preparations are being rushed 
for continued high-speed production 
during September and October. 

Finished features are ‘The Navy 
Comes Through,’ ‘Here We Go Again,’ 
‘Army Surgeon,’ ‘Seven Days Leave,’ 
‘The Cat People,’ ‘Seven Miles From 
Alcatraz, ‘The Falcon’s Brother,’ 
‘Ladies Day,’ ‘The Mexican Spitfire’s 
Elephant,’ Highways by Night’ and 
six Tom Holt westerns. In addition, 
the company will release two com- 
pleted outside pictures, “Wings and 
the Woman,’ made by Herbert Wil- 
cox, and ‘Journey Into Fear,’ a Mer- 
cury production. 











| Wyoming, 
‘kota, Nevada, Idaho, Florida and the 





NTG NITERY REVUE TO 
BE FILMED BY MONO. 
Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
Nils T. Granlund has signed a| 
jeal to film his entire Florentine 
Gardens revue at Monogram under} 
the title, ‘bye, Bye; Baby,’ to be pre~} 


duced by Sydney 


Musical starts shooting Sept. 12 
with Gale Storm in the top role} 
and all the N.T.G. principals and| 
chorus Script is being written by 


Carl Foreman and Charles Marion. 


‘Moscow Strikes Back’ | 


ymmit- i 


as swiftly as possible, so as to know 
yn what bas production and dis- | 
tribution can proceed. Hopper stated 


last week that he may have the ra- 
tioning order ready shortly, but did 
not give any specific date. 
Aside fro the industry’s 
posed percentage-wise cut in 
stock, Hoppe also mulling a 
which, if placed in 


pro- 


ming nian 


use of | 


Has Real-Life Tieup 


‘Moscow Sirikes Back,’ Artkino 
n it the Globe, N. Y., has one of 
the best publicists any flicker could 

unt—the Red Army. 

Film was nixed for national re- 
lease by major distribs couple of 
veel ago Last week the Red 
Arms iccessfully counter-att cked 
along the Moscow front—with ap- 
propriate headlines in daily pape 
and couple of the outfits that had 


originally refused the deal reopened 


negotiations. 





Dreyfuss’ Plane Decor 





Henry Dreyfuss, who designed the | 
striking interiors of the Trylon at 
N. Y. World’s Fair, the 20th! 
train, etce., has just com- 
of the interiors for the 


the 
Century 
pleted de ign 


: 
new Vought-Sikorsky ‘Flying Aces,’ 
| 32-passenger planes with sleeping | 


I 
effect, would curtail production Dy | 


specific rather than flexible methods, 
such as fixing total number of pic- 
tures for each company, number of 


prints per picture and number of 


| OOOKINS pel print. 


accommodations. 

Dreyfuss was tormer aii diiecior 
and designer of the Strand Theatre 
in New York under Joe Plunkett 
and his stage sets and scenic designs 
established a new Broadway stand- 
outstanding merit. | 





ara fol 





Having an important bearing on 
wartime boxoffice possibilities now, 
as well as for the future, and sharply 


refiected in the grosses shown since 
the country initiated its prenared- 
ness program prior to Pearl Harbor, 
are the distribution of defense con- 
tracts among the various states. The- 
atre operators cite the great varia- 
tion in Government ‘commitments 
among the various states, as well as 
the spotting of army camps, in point- 
ing to the great differentials in gross 
business at the theatres due to the 
war. 

While so far eight of the larger 
states have received more than 
half of the more than $80,000,000,000 
awarded in defense contracts, it is 
possible that complaints of the past 
and in the future may spread the 
money around a little more so that 
hard-hit states will obtain some re- 
lief. It has been strongly inferred 
in some film quarters that certain 
states have been deliberately 
shunned due to politics and the local 
state setups. 

Isolationists Slapped? 


North Dakota, which is at the bot- 
tom with only $270,000 in war con- 
tracts, is the state from which Sen- 
ator Gerald P. Nye, who was very 
active as an isolationist and in op- 
position to the New Deal, hails from. 
Montana, whose Sen. Burton K., 
Wheeler has also long been a thorn 
in the side of the Roosevelt admin- 
istration, has been awarded only 
$39,957,000, which puts it third from 


the cellar. Wyoming rates second 
lowest at $25,074,000. 
As result, states like Montana, 


North Dakota, South Da- 


two New England states, Vermont 
and New Hampshire, which were 
the only two to go Republican in 
| the Roosevelt-Landon election, are 
both film b.o. and general business 
sufferers. 

On the other hand, states in the 


$1,000,000,000 column on defense con- 
tracts and commitments, with their 


| populations increased through inva- 


sion of out-of-state plant help, have 


vastly stepped up as fertile b.o. 
fields 

The War Production Board com- 
pilation on defense contracts from 
the beginning of the defense pro- 
gram to the end of June last, tab- 
ulated at $7,549,191,000, does not in- 


clude smaller commitments bringing 
the figure to more than $80,000,000,000, 


States and contracts follow: 
(In’ thousands of dollars) 
Supp Facilities 
State Tota contract projects. 
re 77,516,392 55,417,328 22,088,064 
ui 1, 006,04 Lu, tov $95,553 
Ariza 175,756 5, 2000) 170,547 
Arks 2,71 44 s OR B74 
( ‘ . 6.757.602 5.407.282 1,258,429 
ok 221,17 om Te 877 
(or i 5, 10 2.033. 363 266,200 
le ‘ 241,05 21%, Babe MA 
» ( il vb, bine +3 99.774 
K 62500 274.7 SS 4604 
} Th +) 114 el ix 
I ii) 7 " 48798 
I , 435,708 2,017 ‘ 1,128,429 
24, Te 716 m3. 1.51 
| , 307,700 222.30 7a. 447 
I » 2,515,083 yh ] 161.752 
} t4 } ee: 292.416 
124 7 184,782 
$86.310 35,1: 51,196 
67 4 1 yin 318, 704 
| ! 976,249 1,562,562 412.687 
i 
Missou 
Mont 
Net a 
NX H ¥ } 
New Je 
New Mex 
Meow Wa 
N. Carolir 
N. Ds : 
Ono a | 
Okliahom: i7 
Oregor 4 
Penney! os] 
Rhoads js : 3 
S. Carolina 6,263,444 108 640 155, GU4 
a. Dakota.s is 17,550) S73 46.707 
Tennessee FAO RUT 7), WO) 443.008 
Texas - 2.444.678 QST.STT 1.456, S01 
Utah 343,242 WW. ST2 323.270 
Vermont ae 40. 966 44,192 5.774 
Virginia .... 1,260,811 642,451 618,40 
Wash'ton . 2,379,883 1,932,328 447,555 
W. Virginiz.. 367, 208 10s. ivz 28.011 
Wisconsin . 1,412,589 958. OT 4°3,079 
Wvoming 25,074 ots 24.430 
Of continent 
and unas- 
signed 7.549.191 5.220,408 2,328,783 
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An Open Letter to Al Jolson 
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Shorts for Program Values Gain 
New Stature With Conservation 





With the Government seeking con- 
servation of numerous materials 
needed by film producers, the future 
of shorts is looking up for the 1942- 
43 season. The U. S. conservation 
program for war needs not only is 
causing some reduction in number 
of features announced by many 
companies but it also is gradually 
prompting more and more producers 
to turn out longer features. Both 
are figured assets for the short. At 
least it looms as an Opening wedge 
for enhancing the value of shorts 
and their popularity. 

In line with such conditions, sev- 
eral majors are planning to give the 
shorts subjects better selling. And 
for the first time in some 10 to 13 
years, the one, two and three reel 
picture promises to be less an in- 
dustry stepchild than in recent 
seasons. 

While many companies will have 
fewer features to sell, giving addi- 
tional playing time to shorts, hint 
by several distributors that they 
may be sold on their merit, rather 
than as a lever to swing feature- 
product deals, is a promising de- 
velopment. Tendency to gear the 
short subject more to popular ap- 
peal rather than just so much screen 
playing time also is in the cards at 
several studios. Understood that 
several companies are mulling the 
idea of new musical and comedy 
series to supplant the almost docu- 
mentary subjects included as a 
‘must’ on the lineups, 


Better ‘Proving Ground’ 

Gradual transition from minor 
‘B’ features to strong shorts also 
looms at several studios, according 
to latest information. It has been 
the contention of several shorts pro- 
ducers for a long time that a worth- 
while feature of two and three reels 
provides a better ‘proving ground’ 
for new, young talent than the 
weakie features. The strong short 
is more likely to sell an audience 
on a player’s merit than a blab 
secondary feature because’ the 
patron’s impression generally is bad 
of the whole feature, these produc- 
ers say. 

Fact that such pictures as ‘Mrs. 
Miniver,’ ‘Pride of Yankees,’ ‘Eagle 
Squadron,’ ‘This Above All,’ ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy’ and ‘Tales of Man- 
hattan’ have gone into normal dual 
spots sans a second feature has 
given shorts a tremenduous boost. 
Shorts have been used instead of 
the familiar secondary feature. 
They have benefited not only from 
additional playdates but have cashed 
in on the extended runs, the exhibi- 
tor keeping on a strong.short rather 
than switching when the feature has 
stood up. 

Possibility of three-reel shorts 
filling the void where a ‘B’ feature 
is not desired also is being tested 
eatiurec 

cnt aveut to come 
U's theory is that suct: type of short 
will go well even in single-bill ter- 
ritory because it enables the exhib 
to advertise it as something extra 
rather than just ‘added shorts.’ For 
dual territory, the company figures 
such a short plus a couple of one- 
reelers will make up for a second 
feature. 


vue 


Moray’s Report 


Norman Moray, Warner’ Bros. 
shorts sales chief, returned to N. Y. 
recently from a sixmonth swing 


around the country expressing op- 
tomism over the outlook for briefies 


in 1942-43. Warners will have the 
Same number (including Victory 
Subjects sold at regular prices) as 
in 1941-42. 


Chief difference in the lineup will 
be tendency to stress musicals and 
lighter fare. For instance, fhe com- 
Pany will have 12 Broadway Brevi- 
ties two-reelers and six Technicolor 
Specials, also two reels each. Lineup 
calls for 10 band shorts, 12 Looney 
Tune cartoons and 26 other cartoon 
comedies. Of the 86 shorts in the 
program, novelty and sports sub- 
jects comprise remainder. 

Following a survey of several 
weeks in typical key spots of the 
ULS., Bernie Kreisler, Universal short 


feature manager, has returned to 
“i x. convinced there is a real mar- 
cet 


open 
a. double-feature territory. He cited 
1e 
tured for U's ‘streamliners’ as indica- 
on that these three-reelers are 
wanted by exhibitors 
Fox's Hypo; Also More Color 
Which 20th-Fox will 
“{tess its shorts program for 1942-43 
mohasized at the start of the 
resional sales confab in N.Y 


MS . 
wanner In 


general “Manager tor hee ry 


for 30-minute shorts even | 


number of initial pacts signa- | 


last week when A, W. Smith, Jr, 
eastern sales manager, announced 
that 90% of short subjects in com- 
ing season would be in color. Of 
the 26 Terry cartoons, 20 will be in 
color. Four Magic Carpet subjects 
will be in black and white, but four 
shorts edited from the Thaw expedi- 
tion through India, Asia and Persia 
will be in color. 

Shorts program of 20th-Fox also 
will be bolstered by the addition of 
one March of Time issue each 
month, being the first time the M. of 
T. has ever been released by any 
company excepting RKO. Also re- 
vealed that Movietone has a crew 
in the Aleutian Islands off Alaska 
filing two subjects in color. 

The number of shorts 20th-Fox 
will release in the coming season 
varies little from 1941-42, excepting 
there are more two-reelers since the 
addition of the March of Time. 
Heretofore, the company has han- 
dled one-reelers almost exclusively 
in recent years. 

Metro Won't Cut 

Metro won't reduce the total num- 
ber of shorts in 1942-43, as compared 
with the past season, despite consid- 
erable yen at the Coast to cut down 
and make this additional footage 
available for longer features. Idea 
was geared on the idea that this 
might represent a saving in the total 
amount of footage used on features, 
since the shorts total would be ab- 
sorbed by more attention to feature 
pictures. 

Understood that top executives 
felt that the trend in the industry is 
towards single-feature bills, and that 
it would not be wise to curtail short- 
feature production at a time when 
the company would be called on to 
supply additional shorts on each 
show. 


MINOCO BULLISH 


Jack Barry’s Busy Schedule—Wisbar 
Joins Co. 








Jack Barry, president of Minoco 
Productions, announced over the 
weekend that productions on 40 mu- 
sical shorts was starting immedi- 
ately in the Bronx, N. Y., studios, 
and that Frank Wisbar, continental 
director of ‘Maedchen in Uniform,’ 
had been signed to a term contract 
to produce a series of feature- 
length pictures beginning Sept. 28. 

Among those appearing in the 
shorts now under way are Luba 
Malina, Gracie Barrie, Ruth Clayton, 
Philip Rover, Frank Paris and Mari- 
onettes, the Musie Makers, Lela 


Moore, Victor Trio, Frank Penaro, 
Louise Stewart, Nita Norman, Jackie 
Gately, the Smoothies, Gaye Dixon, 
Tom 


Ginger Dulo, Chuck Palmer, 
Emerson and others. 


ier- 
man’s Hop-a-Long Cassidy Produc- 
tions at Paramount, has joined Mi- 
noco as production manager. Also 
added to the staff are George Web- 
ber, camera, who will work on fea- 
ture-length productions, and William 
Salter, former Par scenic designer. 
Salter replaces Oscar Yerg, who 
joined the Army. 

Baroness Vera Von Langenn, for- 
mer UFA star, has been signed for 
the first feature’ production to be 
nade by Minoco, 

Barry stated 
stopped all 


that Minoco has 
Hollywood production 
and is no longer on the Fine Arts 
|lot on the Coast. Minoco production 
schedules will not be affected by the 
government film freezing order, ae- 
cording to Barry, because of its eon- 
tracts for distribution with com- 
panies already included in the gov- 
ernment list of approved distribs, 


Freeze ‘er Up, Joe 


Hollywood, Sept. 1, 





Monogram goes in for winter 
|sports next month with ‘Silver 
| Skates,’ an ice spectacle co-starring | 
| Belita. 

Lindsley Parsons production fea- 
}tures Ted Fio Rito’s band, Eugene 


|partner and Frick & Frack 
'their comedy turn 

| Holly woud, Scpt. i 
| ‘In Old Coney Island’ is 
;on ‘Coney Island’ at 20th-Fox. 


new tag 


| ‘Clear For Action,’ formerly 
‘Cargo of Innocents.’ switched to} 
|*‘Men o° War’ at Metro. 





HIRLIMAN vs. AGFA 





Show-Cause Order in 


$300,000 Suit 





A motion to show cause why an 
order should not be made directing 


General Aniline & Film Corp. 
through an executive. Albert E. 
Marshall, to produce corporate 


minutes, ledgers, records, etc., for 
inspection by George A. Hirliman, 
indie producer, was filed in N. Y. 
supreme court by Justice Samuel 
Null Friday (28). Hirliman is seek- 
ing $300,000 in damages against Gen- 
eral Aniline, AGFA Ansco Corp. 
and AGFA Raw Film Corp. 

Charges against the defendents 
allege a breach of guarantees in the 
sale of defective film used by Hirli- 
man in production; gross negligence 
in manufacturing, selecting nd 
handling of merchandise and fraudu- 
lent representations during negotia- 
tions for the purchase. 


Geo. Skouras, Phillips, 
Netter, Weitman 4-Man 
Board Over Rivoli, N. Y. 


Establishment of an 
committee of four to run the Rivoli, 
N.Y., consisting of two from Par and 
two representing the United Artists 
Theatre circuit, foilows a deal under 
which Par has acquired a 50% in- 
terest in the theatre. Agreement is 


reported to run for 10 years but car- 
ries a turnback provision under a 
clause which would permit Par to 
withdraw under certain conditions. 

Understood while Par will provide 
the Riv with any product it has 
available, the deal carries no guar- 
antee of a fixed number of films 
from this distributor yearly. ‘Wake 
Island’ (Par) reopened the Riv last 
night (Tuesday) on a premiere ben- 
efit for the Red Cross. 

Prior to Par’s reorganization when 
the company’s theatre circuit was 
known as Publix it had a half-in- 
terest in the Riv and itself operated 
the house. At the same time Publix 
also had the old Riv and the former 
Criterion. 

Four-man operating board on the 
Riv under the UA-Par deal consists 
of George Skouras and William T. 
Phillips for the UA Theatre chain 
and, for Par, Leon D. Netter, home- 
office theatre executive, and Bob 
Weitman, managing director of the 
N.Y. Par. Skouras, who also heads 
the Eastern Skouras circuit of 
around 653 houses, has operated the 
Rivoli for Joe Schenck, Phillips and 
other owners. Circuit never had 
any connection with UA, the dis- 
tributing company. It has theatres 
in other cities also, 








operating 





Saroyan Shows the Way 


Cpe a. 

Eight ‘A’ productions are slated 
to roll at Metro in September, start- 
ing with the William Saroyan script, 
‘The Human Comedy,’ starring Mic- 
key Rooney. 

Others on the starting list are ‘Du } 
Barry Was a Lady,’ ‘Cabin in the 
Sky,’ ‘Assignment in Brittany,’ ‘Three 
Hearts for Julia,’ ‘Private Miss} 
Jones,’ ‘Salute to the Marines’ and | 
‘Nothing Ventured.’ 





WORK 


Exhibs Favor Fewer Pix Rather Than 
Fewer Prints as Solution to Raw Film 





Serie in Fading Mood 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Republic goes warlike in its new 
cliffhanger schedule, with two new 
chapter plays devoted to military 
adventures. 

‘Rogers of the U. S. Rangers,’ an- 
nounced as a super-special, deals 
with American commandos. Yankee 
flyers in China are depicted in ‘Sky 
Dragons.’ 


LA. HOUSE WINS PLEA 
FOR PAR, RKO, WB PIX 


Paramount, RKO and Warner Bros. 
have been ordered by the Appeals 
Board to make their pictures avail- 
able to the Lakeview, Lakeview, La., 
a suburb of New Orleans, on a run 
to be designated by them and upon 
terms and conditions that are not 
calculated to defeat the some-run 
section of the consent decree. 

The Lakeview, built at a cost of 
$75,000, was opened last January. 
One of the principal reasons for dif- 
ficulty in obtaining films was due to 
the building of a theatre in Lake- 
view by the United Theatres chain 
of New Orleans. Prior to the open- 
ing of the UT house the Lakeview 
was still denied pictures. 

Appeal Reverses Ciearance 

The General Stark theatre, Ben- 
nington, Vt., loses the clearance it 
formerly enjoyed over the Colonial 
at Manchester Depot, Vt., 26 miles 
distant, under a decision of the Ap- 
peal Board of the American Arbi- 
tration Assn. Formerly the Benn- 
ington house, operated by the B. B. 
Theatrical Corp., obtained pictures 
of Metro and RKO, only distributors 
named in the complaint, prior to 
their availability to the other the- 
atre. 

Frank M. Deane, operating the 
Colonial, Manchester Depot, also 
sought day-and-date availability on 
Metro and RKO product with the 
Paramount and Grand, Rutland, but 
the Appeal Board ruled against this 
by setting the clearance at one day. 
It formerly had been 14, 

It was Rutland Enterprises, Inc., 
operating the two Rutland houses, 
which _ brought the appeal, asking 
dismissal of the award made by the 
local Boston arbitrator who had 
ruled that the Manchester Depot 
house should get Metro product im- 
mediately after it had played either 
Bennington or Rutland, whichever 
was last, but that the waiting period 
should not be more than 14 days 











after availability to first-run the- 
atres in Rutland. The Boston arbi- 
trator had dismissed the complaint 
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Flickers and Fleas 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 


Jaye Martin, who made his film 


debut in ‘Something to Shout About’ | ‘Bedroom Diplomat, 


at Columbia, treks back to Broadway 
on completion of the picture next 
week, 

Singing actor has been signed to 
play opposite Ethel Merman in the 


forthcoming Cole Porter stage show, | 17 weeks: 
{still untitled. 7 





Pittsburg! 
Once a critie herself, 
Fisher Parry, who now confines her 
writing a 


j 


Sept. 1. | 
Florence 


journalistic activities to 
daily column, ‘I Dare Say,’ in the 


Pittsburgh Press, put the blast on 
the local reviewe::; last week for | 
their continuing stern reviews of 


pix, calling on them to ‘soften up’ 





| Turner is signed as Belita’s skating | 
will do} 


e 7] 
joomess 


; Were n g. 
| ot 


for the duration. Mrs. Parry’s 
baiting isn’t new; year ago she tore 
the Broadway aisle-sitters apart for 
panning a couple of plays she liked 


praising several she thought | 


Lady’s latest remarks were resu 


crilical feception receive 
| Walter Wanger picture, 
Squadron.’ Wrote Mrs. Parry: t 
‘Ask yourself, dear critic, before |1 
lyou think of pronouncing judgment | f 


d@ by for kicking Msior Lynn 
‘Eagle | former film publicist, in the pants re 


Pittsburgh Columnist Urges Pix Crix 
To Soften Up for Duration of War 


on a motion picture that deals at 
all directly of this war: How would 


vF 
it? 


in this war? 


I Dare Say’ columns, Mrs. Parry also 


t| tied the can on Dorothy Thompson 


| 
Farnol, the 
| 
| 


hat Mitchel Field boner. Mrs. Par- | 
‘y's son, David Parry, once worked 
or Farnol. 


Detroit, Sept. 1. 

Concensus among showmen here 
seems to be that, with the reduction 
in film stock, the best method of 
coping with the situation lies in the 
reduction of the number of pixs 
made rather than in any slashing of 
the number of prints. Admitting 
that it is strictly on the exhibitor’s 
side, the argument is based on the 
fact that the profits still will have 
to come with showings and that at 
the present time the print situation 
is none too good, 

That viewpoint was coupled with 
a new indication that Detroit, which 
has been solidly double-feature for 
years, finally would be able to make 
‘the breakaway to solo bills. Several 
attempts have been made here, but 
a lack of faith among exhibitors has 
resulted in such moves being short- 
lived. However, under the pressure 
of necessity, as well as the patriotic 
urge, it is felt that the switch-over 
can finally be made. 

Another factor in its favor is that 
the city’s picture-goers, employed by 
the hundred thousand in the war 
plants, haven't the time they form- 
erly did to spend in the pix houses 
and would welcome shorter bills. 
While the public here long has ex- 
pressed itself in ballots as favoring 
solo pictures, in fact it didn’t work 
out that way. The double-bill houses 
still topped single-feature competi- 
tors. However, the war has changed 
that, too, and even with the current 
double features, plenty of mechanics 
figure they need sleep more than 
four hours of screen fare, and slip 
out of the theatres early. 

In favoring fewer pictures being 
made in Hollywood, the exhibitors 
figure that it would mean an em- 
phasis on quality which would also 
help on a_ national transition to 
single bills. The reason that they 
favor no reduction in the number of 
prints is based on the point that 
such a plan would bolster the first- 
runs and major chains and hurt the 
smaller houses which would be 
pushed farther back on runs. Cou- 
pling a reduction in the number of 


prints with the  present-govern- 
mental restrictions on film deliv- 
eries, it was argued here, would 





mean extremely late dates and dif- 
ficulties for the smaller houses al- 
ready having a tougher time surviv- 
ing the war. 

Local opinion also was solid on 
the slashing of screen credits, one 
exhibitor here quipping, ‘There's 
going to be so many unknowns in 
the pictures by the end of the war 
credits won’t mean anything any- 
| how.’ 


‘Bedroom Diplomat’ Sets . 
Record With ‘Art of Love’ 


Cok Der ars | 
All-time run record has just been 
set locally at Art Cinema, tiny 
downtown first-run theatre, by unit 
film program of ‘Art of Love’ and 
with short sub- 
|ject labeled ‘Birth of Life.’ Bill 
| went into its 18th week on Saturday 
(29), breaking former mark rung up 
two summers ago there by ‘The 
Burning Question,’ which ran for 








is operated by Gabe 


Art Cinema 





| 


| 


|'may make you sappy; it may play j| cers 
‘havoe with your cool, critical cen-| used the amount to bribe ex-labor 
iters, but it'll be good for the box-! heads, 
‘office and better still, good for your | Browne. 
soul as well.’ 

Couple of weeks ago, in one of her | rendered an opini 


Rubin, young local showman who 
also controls distribution rights in 
this territory to the three pictures 
Rubin, getting ready to go into the 
Army, will turn Art Cinema over to 
his brother, ‘Doc’ Rubi for the 


duration 


Par Wins Stockhelders’ 

Suit on Browne-Bioff Coin 
A minority stockholder suit against 

Paramount Pictures in N. Y. federal 


|I feel about this movie of the Ma-| court was formally dismissed last 
jrines if my son or brother were in| week by Judge John Bright. 
How would this picture about | complaining two stockholders, Lil- 
| Bataan, Tripoli or Britain’s night pa- lian S, Ratner and G. Arthur Peck, 
trol affect me if one of mine were | had 
It's a good prescription | Paramount 
‘these days for critics. Of course, it | $100,000 through the company’s offi- 


The 


reimburse 
fund S 


seeking to 


corporate 


been 
with 
who allegedly 


and directors 


Willie Bioff and George E., 


Judge John Bright had previously 
i granting a mo- 
tion for dismissal by Par on the 
grounds the case had already been 


settled in the supreme ccurt trial in- 
volving identical issues by other 


stockholders, with a resulting decie 
sion in favor of Paramount by Jus- 
tice Carroll G. Walter. 
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TIME MARCHES ON © 
WITH 20m CENTURY-FO 


20" Century-Fox proudly welcomes The 
March of Time series to its1942-43 program. 





f 



















Month after month, The March of Time’s 
forceful, inside presentation of vital world 
topics has thrilled millions of Americans. Its 
timely treatment of headline news has won 
the respect and admiration of showmen 
everywhere—who hail March of Time’s 
pictorial journalism as a major attraction 
in a class by itself. 


And now-The March of Time marches on to 
new achievements with 20th Century-Fox. 


Issue No.1 Released Sept. Ith 


1 | ee | 
id =) Mi a | 2 OO) oe) TIME. 


i} Here is one of the most timely stories ever told 
++ by the Editors of The March of Time! 


ib See how the fight against saboteurs is carried 
. i straight to the heart of Nazi Germany by Uncle 
{ Sam’s ‘‘men who never sieep’’—The F. Bi. 





Special Academy Award ; 
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| $1, 000,000,000 In Sept. | 
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Griffis’ apartment, and Grace Moore 
sang oe. Star-Spangled Banner.’ 
Simu!taneously, 50 ranking Holly- 
wood names Started to tour 
ecuntry to promote bond sales. 


tion in the country. These programs 
will plug ‘Salute Our Heroes Month’ 
and ‘Buy a Bond for Every Mother's 
the} Son in Service, the two slogans 








More | coined for the picture biz bond 
thar 300 players, before the month | drive. 
is out, will Have toured every ham-| Local station tieups for the talent 
l2t in the land—thousands of them | trains will be handled via radio 


that have never even seen a real 
fili-um sitar in the flesh before. On 
the steps cf town halls, in factories, 
in auditor_ums, at all sorts of out- 


‘press books’ which have gone to 
each advance man and field work- 
ers. These contain all the material 
and instructions necessery to pro- 


door meetings, the players will Ge-| vide local tadio coverage in eaeh 
1i \° Le yeceqnd ‘ val! n . ° ; | 
liver the n essage that Uncle Sam | town hit by the trains. 
wants to drive across—‘Buy War! Ti is. se) } 
ones , a 
B » alt the W | L. A. Hits Its Stride | 
Showmanship . the Way . 
on ~ ; : | Los Angeles, Sept. 1. | 
And it'll be showmanship through- Southern California opened its | 
out. Not just showmanship for its | task in the film industry’s Billion | 
own sae, but the kind of showman- | Dollar War Bond Drive with a 


ship that hes sent the American. parade through the streets of down- | 
town Los Ange!es and a steppage of 
the shows in 500 theatres to permit 
the sale of bonds and .tamps. Plans 
for the sales were arranged by aj 
committee representing 250 exhibs 
York. in this territory, after a meeting 
with Howard Mills, of the U. S. 


A Trailer for Bonds 


New 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 


Practically every motion pic- Treasury, Charles P. Skouras, state | 
ture theatre in the country is coordinator, and Dave’ Bershon, 
now showing spirited informa- mona of the Theatre Committee | 


of the War Savings Staff. 
To finance the committee’s activi- 
ties, the theatres paid a voluntary 


tive War shorts on their pro- 
grams. These patriotic shorts 
serve a good purpose in arous- 


ing the average citizen, making tax, each house contributing an 
them aware of the problems of amount equal to its quarterly 
wer. ASCAP payment, ranging from 2'%c 


However, | believe that these to Se per seat. In addition, the | 
shorts could be put to a definite, exhibs agreed to convert all give- 
practical use. After the showing away cash prizes into bonds and 
of these shorts, I feel it would stamps. 
be a good idea to put on ‘he 
lights in the theatre and for .ne 
girls who are stationed at the 
War Stamp and Bond booths, 
and for the ushers, to circulate 
among the audience to sell their 


Chi’s $1,000,000 Luncheon 
Chicago, Sept. 1. 
Kickoff on the September Bond 
Drive was the $1,000,000 Luncheon, 
sponsored by the Amusement & Re- 


~ 
| Ft. Dodge, Sept. 


| ‘Salute to Our Heroes 


| here reports sales 


|atres city manager 
ithe Lynchburg 





Stamps and Bonds. I am sure 
that if this is done immediately 
following these thrilling shorts, 
many hundreds of dollars would 
be realized after each showing 
of the films. Multiply this by 
the thousands of theatres 
throughout the country and you 
can see the huge amount of 
Stamps and Bonds that could 
be sold in this manner! 

After all, if it weren’t for 
these Stamps.and Bonds, we 
wouldn't be-sitting- 4m-the--the- 
atres and peacefully watching a 
movie! 


creation Division of Chicago, 
today 
Sherman, with 
m.c. Honor 


James 
guests included Gov. 
Dwight H. Green, Mayor Edward J. 
Kelly, Victor Qlander, Bishop Ber- 
nard Shields, and many others. Oc- 
cupancy of each table for four sig- 
nified that the guests had purchased 
$10,000 worth of defense boncs for 
the privilige. There were 100 tables 
and $1,000,000 was raised at this 
luncheon in war bond sales. 

Henry Schoenstadt ordered tables 
for 16, representing an expenditure 











held | 
(1) at the Bal Tabarin of the | 
Cagney as | 


'Life’s Rap May Result 


| having its 





Edward Trevor. of $40,009 for bonds. Others who 

___|attended, occupying one or more! 

|tables with their friends, included 

public digging into its pockets be-|representatges of Equity, AFRA, 
fore for less important things and| Treasurer’s Union, Paramount, 20th 
will send them digging again for | Century-Fox, Warner Theatres, 
bonds. | Sherman Hotel, IATSE, Schoenstaadt 


Theatres, Balaban & Katz, Oriental, 
Sam Myers Theatres, Entertainment 
Managers Assn.. MCA, Bowling 
Assn, Essaness Theatres, Music Pub- 
lishers Assn., Showmen’'s League of 
America, Theatre Spearhead Com- 
mittee and ‘Variety.’ 

Individuals who purchased tables 
with their bonds were John. Smith, 
| . ys mn car Aor T Tnna r 
Laughton also yesterday dedicated | ee Pan og ear Loe saat Jr., 
three coffins to Hitler, Hirohito and | J2¢* /tving, Nate Barger, H. and E. 
Mussolini, respectively, in Times Balaban, Lou Aaron, M. Shmerling, 
Squ ce. Purchasers of war bonds are | Howard Christenson, Harry Gunder- 
given the privilege of driving nails in | son, Richard Bergen, Thomas Flan- 
the coffins. Every one of the 1,400| "°'*: et al. 
theatres in New York State, as well | 
as thousands of others throughout 
the United. States, interrupted their Des Moines, Sept. 
regular programs at 9 o'clock last A ‘caravan of bands for bonds’ will | 
night for a ‘Four Minutes of Victory’ | apr, r in several Iowa cities during 
celebration, during which lights went! Sepiember, Russell Facchine, of| 
up and first direct appeals te patrons | Music Corp. of America, announced | 


Among the teeoff stunts yesterday 
was the ‘Bondmobile,’ a car which is 
being pushed from the Battery, N.Y., 
to Niagara Falls, at one bond per 
push. Mayor LaGuardia, assisted by 
the consuls of the United Nations, 
started it on its way. Twenty bands 
previously had preceded the car in 


. sy3y a 1, situr 
a tour oi tne city. 


‘Caravan of Bands for Bonds’ 





to buy bonds were made. here this week after a conferenc 
Among those present for Secretary with A. H. Blank -— G. Ralph | 
: J ee © . tes Thea 
Morgenthau’s launching of the drive Branton of Tri-State snea tre Corp 
yesterday were Hedy Lamarr, Irene - ‘ 
Dunne, Ann Rutherford, Greer Gar- ‘ 
son, Edward Arnold, Virginia Gil- | With Pleasure | 
more, James Cagney, Charles | 
Laughton, Bing Crosby and Bob Charles Laughton. talking to 


Hope. 

Col. Richard C. Patterson, IJr., | 
chairman of the New York War Sav- | 
ings Staff, has sworn in 10,000 em-| jy life I wanted to know what 
ployes of theatres and motion pic-} . yea) Bronx cheer sounds like. 
ture companies through the State to | I'd like to hear one now, good 
serve as official salesmen during the} 4,4q Joud—for Hitler, Hirohito 
campaign. | and Mussolini.’ 

Big Radio Bally Setup | He got it. 

Radio coverage for the Motion | 
Picture Industry's $1,000,000,000 war | The bands will headline special war 
bond drive will include a duo of bond shows to be staged in theatres, 
half hour network programs tenta- | auditoriums and ballrooms, with the 
tively set for the 10th and 20th of | purchase of war bonds requi red fol 
September, with the Hollywood Vic- | admission, no actual cash charge 
tory Committee doing one from the | being made 
Coast and the United Theatrical War | According to  Facchir 
Activities doing the other from the | wijjjams' orchestra will 
east, Davenport, Sept. 14; Gray Gordon in 

Also set by James Sauter, radio | Waterloo, Sept. 16; Art Kassell at 
director of the September drive. are | Clinton Sept. 3: Frankie Masters in 


a crowd of 10,000 in the Bronx 
yesterday (Tues.), in connection 
with the Bond Drive, said, ‘All 








Griff 


appear in 


j 


mentions on the U. S. Treas ury De- | Mason City, Sept. 8 and in Des 
partment's transcribed series, ‘Treas- Moines, Sept. 9. Also tentatively 
ury Star Parade.’ which is heard} booked are Bob Chestet for Bur £ 
thi ] 9} J } k Te wardae! fi 


ice weekly on almost ever: ta ton, Sept. <i, 


14, and Iowa City, 


Sept. 21. 
Ralph Branton, who is_ special 
;events director of the September | 


Month’ will 
work out sehedules so that wherever 
possible the bands will appear both 
in theatres and ballrooms with bonds | 
to be purchased both for the stage | 
shows and dances. 





NW Has 10% Already In 
Minneapolis, Sept. 1. 


Assigned to sell at least $1,000,000 | 


in war bonds in this territory in ad- 
vance of the industry’s September 
drive, the War Activities Committee 
have reached §$2,- 
288,920, with returns still pouring in. 
John F. Friedl is committee chair- 
man. 
Territory's quota is $33,000,000. 


76 Admish 
Lynchburg, Sept. 1. 
Minimum admission to Greer Gar-|} 
son’s personal appearance here Sept. 
7 will be $76. 
Willis Grist, Jr.. Dominion The- 
and chairman of 
theatres’ bond sales 
committee, announced 


with yen to see Mrs. Miniver must 


buy a $100 bond for $75 and add a| 


$1 admission fee. 
He’s providing seats for 250. 


Officer Buys $1,000 Bond 


Wichita, Kas., Sept. 1. 

First person to buy $1,000 bond, 
entitling him to two tickets to ‘Mil- 
lion Dollar Bond Dinner’ to be given 
here Sept. 9 with Ronald Colman and 
Lynn Bari as honor guests, was 
Lieut. Clarence Summers in air 
corps, stationed in Palestine. 

Lieutenant had sent money order 
here for bond which was purchased 
by parents, Mr. and Mrs. C. E. 


|Summers, who were given tickets for 


dinner, 
Colman and Miss Bari will make 
public appearance following dinner 





In Det.’s Million B.O. 


Deiroit, Sept. 1. 


| 
A $1,000,000 bond boxoffice for a| 


single show is being shot-at by the 
Michigan theatre here. 

With Detroit plenty burned up 
over the recent unfavorable article 
in Life magazine, captioned ‘Detroit 
Is Dynamite,’ the house has lifted 
that slogan for its campaign to sell 
out one picture show at $1,000,000. 
This town is just hot enough after 
loyalty impugned — the 
press here has been extremely bitter 
and factual in refuting Life’s cover- 
age of the war effort in the coun- 
try’s major arsenal—and it is likely 
that the United Detroit theatre here 
won't be far from reaching its goal 
on the crest of the civic pique. 

Just mention ‘Detroit is Dynamite’ 
to a local and he flares up and buys 
another bond. Counting on that re- 
action, the Michigan has set ‘Detroit 
Is Dynamite’ night for Sept. 17 and 
scaled its according to bond 
purchases which, if they follow the 
advance sale, will mean that the 
house with one show can pick up 
1,.000th of the entire billion dollar 
goal set as the picture theatres’ 
drive in September. Labor, mer- 
chants, the press and the regular 
bond sales force have swung behind 
the theatre campaign. 

There are no bargain seats in the 
house unless you count in the last 
two rows of the balcony for which 
admission is One $25 bond. 


seats 


'which is the same price set on the 


1.980 seats on the main floor. While 
this figures out slightly under the 
$400,000 mark, the real gleaning 
will be off the 350 mezzanine seat 
here which are scaled from $1,000 to 
$10,000 bond purcnascs. Maybe t 
sounds big but this early there have 
been five seats sold at the latte 
figure to the town’s biggi« 
just a moked up as labor over the 
nationally circulated story 
troit isn’t solidly behind the war ef- 
fort. In fact, if the mezzanine seats 
an average of $3,000—not con- 
unlikely—those rows alone 


go at 


sidered 


| will achieve a $1,000,000 boxoffice. 


Pix houses here have been ex- 
tremely active in the war _ effort 
which accounts for the heavy sup- 


port the house is getting in its drive 


for a world-record b On top of 
th it Dé troit > hea y O! the bar k- 
ll these day with recent figu 
irom Wash at \ 4 na 
Michigan has topped all States in the 
union in the amount of armament 
billions eee However, the local 
rage over being he " up in a false 
light makes ‘De tre Is Dynamite’ a 
loga that may come true in re- 
erse olf é 1) I € it 

Tics 

lly. 


that anyone | 


Front | 
rows in the balcony will go for $100 | 


D.C. Bond Preem Under Hollywood 


| 


 Auspices Netting Near $2,500,000 


‘One More Picture And " ee. Sept. . 
ey’re still counting up at the 
Then It’s Fonda the Gob Treasury with the indication that 





—> 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. Washington's first bond sale, under 

Henry Fonda, Navy enlistee, will |Hollywood auspices, grossed over 
|remain at 20th-Fox until Nov. 1 to /|$2,.000,000. Returns from the the- 
star in ‘The Immortal Sergeant,’|atres may boost this another 


| which has been moved ahead on the | $500,000. 

'schedule and will be rushed to com-| Approximately 15,000 were gath- 
pletion before he reports for active ered around the Treasury steps 

service as a gob. when Edward Arnold, president of 
John Stahl is director and Thomas the Screen Actors Guild, touched off 

Mitchell is cast for the top support the proceedings by introducing Sec- 

role. | retary Morgenthau. While the 


FLOCK OF PREENS WIL, ["sscces brews wert ct 
FURTHER HYPO BONDS 

















over the radio networks, stars were 
busy dispensing autographs. More 
than 500 service men, many with 
jand providing signatures. Hedy 
In an effort to raise an additional |Lamarr and Irene Dunne vied for 
$100,000,000 in ‘the billion-dollar | popularity. 
| bond drive, motion picture distribu-| Greer Garson, in a stunning black 
| preems to the U. S. Treasury during |minute bond broadside, followed by 
September. Admission at all these |Walter Abel, Ann Rutherford, Hedy 
premieres will be strictly limited to|Lamarr, Virginia Gilmore, Martha 
those buying bonds. |Scott, Irene Dunne, Dinah Shore, 
on the 1,000 opening nights, whilé |band, Jimmy Cagney, whose patri- 
exhibs give up whatever coin they \otic outburst was followed by the 
would otherwise take in. Strong |introduction of Bing Crosby singing 
turnout to free shows is expected, |‘This Is Worth Fighting For.’ After 
preemed such as ‘Wake Island,’ |to the mike once more to urge the 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ ‘Somewhere |audience to remain for more im- 
T'll Find You,’ ‘Panama Hattie,’ | promptu entertainment, 
‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ etc. Morgenthau’s Kudos 
paid full tribute to the motion pic- 
ture industry for all-out patriotism. 
| Speech was interpreted as Morgen- 
Post-Mortem GN Flop thau's indirect apology for remarks 
reflecting upon Abbott & Costello 
Jee a month ago. Marine Band played 
A suit against Earle W. Hammons|poth for the steps program and 
court by stockholders of Educational | whieh conveyed the stars from the 
| Pictures, Inc., now defunct. Plain- | Hotel Carlton. 
| tiffs, Maurice W. and Lee F. Uhl- At the luncheon which followed, 
marin (UhImann & Co.) seek dam-|Secretary Morgenthau was even 
| Carlton (Jay Carlton & Co.), $3,000. | the Stars. ‘Without them,’ he said, 
| The complaint alleges Hammons, |‘it would have been impossible. to 
| as president of Educational Pictures,|reach a large section of America,’ 
made false representations concern-|and he was extremely grateful for 


|cameras, kept the celebrities posing 
tors will dedicate some 1,000 film | outfit with green gloves, did a one- 
Distribs will forego their rentals | Abbott & Costello, Carl Ravazza's 
based on hefty b.o. product to Le|the radio signoff, Miss Dunne came 
| Noted that the Morgenthau speech 
E. W. Hammons Sued On 
was filed last week in N. Y. supreme | marched ahead of the Army jeeps 
|ages of $4,593 and Jay and H. C./more grateful in his expression to 
ling the business potentialities of | the whole-hearted cooperation of the 








| 
Grand National Pictures, a subsid- | Hollywood Victory Committee. 
iary, which resulted in stock pur- | Edward Arnold sent this word to 
| chases. Both Educational and Grand | ‘Variety:’ ‘Any stars who refuse to 
| National filed-bankruptcy early in | take part in parades are missing an 
1940. opportunity to really get close to the 


| people. This experience, riding in 
| the jeep today, was worth my en- 
tire trip to Washington. I am for 
| N. Y. Canteen more parades and I am certainly 
for stars being in the line of march. 
This is where you really know how 
you rate with the fans.’ 

Following the broadcast, people 
began moving in lines to four long 
tables set on the Treasury Plaza. At 
Table No. 1 were Bing Crosby, Ann 
Rutherford, Ralph Bellamy and 
Martha Scott, Table No. 2 had James 
Cagney, Irene Dunne, Virginia Gil- 
'more and Giany Sims. Table No. 3 

had Greer Garson, Abbott & Cos- 

tello, and Walter Abel. Table No. 4 
{had Hedy Lamarr, Edward Arnold, 
| Kay Kyser and Dinah Shore. 
| First in the line, early in the day, 

was Mary Carter Thornton of 

| Fordyce, Ark. She waited from 6 
a.m. with $18.75 in her purse and got 











tr;  ontinued from page 45 


'be passed upén by 
| parent of the Canteen. 


the executive 





H’wood Canteen’s $5,000 
Hollywood, Sept. 1!. 
The new Hollywood Canteen has 
5.000 as a_ starter, donated by 
Charles ‘Skouras, Fox-West Coast 
| head, and Columbia Pictures. 
| .Amount represents the coin col- 
| lected from the premiere of “Talk of 
the Town’ at the Four Star theatre 
Hartford’s Canteen 
Hartford, Sept. 1. 
Sponsored by the American The- 
j}atre Wing War Service, Inc., a serv- 
a »n’c ave be = ri > 
proce Phage segs Ph - nggendcage Am the yotmstng none autographed by all 
in October. Present plans call for | ‘© stars. It was announced that 
its operation one night a week un- sales amounted to $1,528,883 before 
direction of Mrs. William the public sale began. Crowd pur- 


i der the 


chased | rds i +} 95 an e104 
MacGregor Clark of Mystic, Conn. hased bonas in the $25 and $100 
mndnune denominations. 
‘ , ‘ : r ry Caanayw ert the , 
Philly Canteen’s Drive a ers | Saye. Se le 
Philadelphia, Sept. 1 trip was worth it for a picture which 
Campaign for $25.000 for the Stave retrieved at the National theatre. 
. : aoe “dmur > , diced ¢ 
Door Canteen here gets under way Manager Edmund Plohn produced a 
next Wednesday (9) and will con till of the ‘Pitter Patter’ chorus in 
tinue for the next two day Fea-| Which Cagney, hoofed and in which 
ture will be an open-air variety " found his _ bride Redhead v 
ho tw da from the steps of! @ble to pick out ard identify 21 of 
the Academy of Musi The sow! the 22 merry-merry Plot gave 
will be used to shill an auction at) ™™ tne picture, Manager wa e 
Ai 1, ¢ *p or ae ’ u 
which garments from Hollywoodites Procucer 01 Pitter Patter,’ i which 
— Aller ‘nkins wi: a ch nar 
will be sold to the highest bidder. Allen Jenkins was a chorusman, 
An effort will be made _ th foo eee 
a ft ( Tie ave ’ , Re 
afternoon (Tues) to have Hedy La “ne >: 
= ea a 1 N val 
Marr here to start the WAC bond ( lips on I ictures To 


drive, donate some part of her ward-| 


robe for the sale. 


Help Sell War Bonds 


Members of the cast of ‘Prioritie Hollywood, Sept. 1 
which opens here next week will ap- Purchase of war bonds will be ene 
ear in the shov ed by clips of 100 feet attached 

Collectic vill be take il} é least three pictures made by 
the indie houses as well as in the each of the major studios for the 
yoo1e of tne downtown hous‘ ming eason through an arrangee- 
Warner management nixed audi- ment with the Hays offic 
torium collections from patrons on Idea to splice a patriotic appeal 

the gr ds that too many collections to the end of the feature with one 
of this type have taken place re- of the stars speaking for the Treas- 
cently. Instead the Warner manage- ury department, First to carry the 
nent gave a donation of $1,000 te the | appeal weer be Paramount's ‘Wake 

iIsland,’ with Brian Donlevy speaking. 
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Mpls. Indies Grant 5% Increase; 
Chi, Newark, Boothmen’s Demands 


|SOEG PARRIES IATSE 
TAKEOVER IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Sept. 1. 
A move by IATSE to envelop the 








Minneapolis, Sept. 1. 
Averting a threatened strike, local 
independent exhibitors, after long 
negotiations, have agreed to the 
terms of a new three-year contract 
with booth operators. The contract 
calls for a salary boost of 5% to 





Nov. 30, 1942, an additional 212% : 
. ‘ ee Coast exchange collarites, by taking 
14¢ - 
ae ee yy wets over the Warner unit here, was 


blocked when the Screen Office Em- 
ployes Guild filed a petition to the 
Frisco NLRB for certification. 
Floyd Billingsley, IA v.p., had 
called a meeting of the Warner unit 
which was called off when Glenn 
Pratt, business agent of SOEG, 
autoed in from Los Angeles and took 
The Bijou, lower loop subsequent- | @ Straw vote of the employes, which 
run lic. twin bill house, and the | favored the Guild. Billingsley had 
union left one disputed point to | Promised the same deal Warner em- 
arbitration. The Bijou for the past ployes got in N. Y., plus any advan- 
10 years has been operating on a| tages given by the SOEKG., 
booth projectionists’ schedule run- 
ning from 10 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. daily. 
The projectionists now want to lop 
off a half hour and wind up at 11 
Pp.m., with overtime thereafter. 


retroactive to last May. 

The operators already ‘had served 
strike notice on the exhibitors and 
the latter had declared they'd close 
their theatres rather than accede to 
the demands. However, the union 
finally won out, obtaining practi- 
cally everything for which it fought. 





Pat Scollard, Arbiter 
Holiywood, Sept. 1. 

Pat Scollard of Paramount is en 
route here to act as company arbiter 
in the Screen Office Employes Guild 
wage dispute. 

Companies had first picked Al 
Schwalberg of Warners, but 
switched after an IA move in Frisco. 





IATSE Seeks New Pact 


Chicago, Sept. 1. 

International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employees and its sub- 
sidiary, Motion Picture Operators’! _ 
Union, are instituting a drive for a | 
general increase in salaries, plus a 
reduction of working hours. The Col. Zanuck 
Chicago local of the Operators’ a 
Union has come up with demand ENTER eee Gage © 
upon the theatres for an elimination 
of the seven-day week, to be re- 
placed by a six-day week. This fol- 
lows the patterns of demands by the 
Chicago Federation of Musicians 
which several years ago obtained a Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
six-day week in all branches of show William Goetz, v.p. in charge of 
business, including theatres, radio| the studio during Col. Zanuck’s ab- 
and cafes. | sence, said his complete withdrawal 

In addition to the six-day week, | from 20th production activities, for 
the Operators are asking for a gen-| the duration, came as a ‘complete 
eral increase in salaries of 10%. Sev- | Surprise.” He admitted Zanuck had 
eral initial meetings have been held| talked about it for past weeks. 
with exhibitor groups already, and | Zanuck was among the first in 
i Se oa ene een | arwond to actively participate in 
ee yo Ne ea quickly | making training films for Army. 

At the eee Sag Prone ae Prior to Dec. 7 he was reserve of- 
Zroup has asked for a veviaten in a oe nee ees —_ 
oaieae mee asking for a 5 0; 9 pa lbeig commissioned : i mune 
eee, Penta d 6 Reds ; COszoOnel a year ago and last spring 
yea The stagehands contend that | was given the rank of Tne ty Re- 
this is, in reality, no increase, but | orted h Hill b lv: “ 
is merely a réstoration of cuts agreed has wiht ae 


‘ | dier-generai in short time 
to by the union several years ag am , 
; al years a80| Zanuck no 




















Monday night for Chicago for the 
Tuesday session of the Chi regional. 





Bill Goetz ‘Surprised’ 





c o - Taw 5 4 j l¢ 
when the union granted a 20% cut | game havin hone . es ton 
‘ ; a | ge y > V AE n las 
during the depression. Since that | war aan aa x nat , ta ee ss : 
time, the stagehands have gotten| ~"' 20@ Participated in two major 


back 15° engagements. At time of his enlist- 

asking for complete restoration to| mee he was 15, and youngest in his 
the levels of 10 years ago. j Ousee. ee 

She | Others in industry with reserve 

; commissions who are doing part- 

| time duty expected to be called into 

Negotiations between distributors | service on full time basis now that 

and the Moving Picture Machine! Zanuck is devoting all his time to 

Operators, Local 306, to cover pro- | the war effort. 

jectionists in New York screening | - 

rooms as well as scattered small | 


xin eg emg] CASSIDY HEADS NEW 
ment will be reached. MICH INDIES COMBINE 


The huddles with 306 were re- | 
sumed three weeks ago after a deaa- 

Detroit, Sept. 1 
100 theatres are 


of that cut and are now 


N. Y. Ops’ Negotiations 





| 
lock had been reached and the op- | 
erators’ union had taken a strike | 

| 


Close to repre- 


vote empowering its president, Her- | 


man Belber, to pull the men out sented in the Michigan Independent 
et bin dlacention. | Exhibitors Association, new booking 


and buying group which was formed 


Projectionists in h.o. and exchange 
out-state. 


screening rooms as well as studios, 

who have been going along since|i"& at Midland, Mich., 
Aug. 31, 1940, under the provisions | 4- Cassidy, one of the prime movers 
of the old deal. are deman for the new organization, elected as 
15% increase retroactive to that date | t¢™porary president, with Joseph P. 
as well as various conditions over Uvick, attorney for the Schulte cir- 
which, in the main, the distribs and | CU/t and himself an exhibitor, as sec- 
305 have been in disagreement. | retary. 

Offices have been taken here by 
| the group, which has announced that 
it will present a solid front to com- 
| bat demands of producers for per- 
certage pictures. 
dependent Exhibitors Association 
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Newark Ops’ Demands 
Newark, Sept. 1. 
In negotiations for a new contract 
with Essex County theatre operators, 
Wage increases of approximately | ; 
25% were being asked last week law also has gone on record as being op- 
Local 244, Moving Picture Oper- posed to raised admission prices on 
ators’ Union. selected features and preferred play- 
Harry Oppenheimer, secretary of | i98 times, with the emphasis against 


| 
| 
} 








the local, was conducting most of changes in the consent decree after 
the negotiations for the union. On Sept. 1. | 
the owners’ side were representa- | 

tives of 67 houses, about half of!year, was indicted by a Federal 


which were independents. grand jury in New York on charges 

Under an expiring contract op-|of conspiring to extort more than 
erators have been receiving about | $1,000,000 from four major produ- 
$125 a week in downtown theatres. |cers. Named with Kaufman in the 


Neighborhood operators in chain | indictment were George E. Browne 
theatres have been getting about |and William Bioff as co-conspirators. 





$110 a week, and operators in inde-|Both the latter are now serving 
pendents about $76. Besides increas- | terms in a federal penitentiary. Also 
ing these scales, the proposed new |}named in the indictment was Nick 
contract would provide for revisions | Dean of Chicago, who pleaded guilty 
of holiday and overtime pay. | March 18. Kaufman is under $10,000 

Business agent of Local 244 is|bail waiting trial, which has been 
Louis Kaufman, who Sept. 29, last | postponed numerous times. 





ee 


First lineup in the meet- | 
saw William | 


The Michigan In- | 


Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 24) 


credits; camera, no credit. Cast: Guy Kibbee, Mar- 
garet Hayes, John Archer, Wallace Ford, Florence 
Lake, John Miljan, Spencer Charters, Willie Best, Mar- 
garet McWade, Margaret Seddon. 

PIRATES OF THE PRAIRIE, western; prod., Bert 
Gilroy: dir.. Howard Bretherton; screen play, Morton 
Grant and Doris Schroeder; camera, Nick Musuraca. 
Cast: Tim Holt, Nell O’Day, Cliff Edwards. 


Nelson: no writing credits; camera, Max Stengler. 
Cast: Tim Holt, Joan Barclay, Cliff Edwards, Bud Mc- 
Taggart, Ed Cassiday. 

ONCE UPON A HONEYMOON, comedy-drama; 
prod.-dir., Leo McCarey; no writing credits; camera, 
George Barnes. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Cary Grant, 
George Sanders. 

SEVEN DAYS LEAVE, formerly, SWEET OR HOT, 
musical; prod. dir., Tim Whelan; no writing credits; 
camera, Robert De Grasse. Cast: Victor Mature, Lucille 
Ball, Freddie Martin and band, wes Brown and band, 
Peter Lind Hayes, Marcy McGuire, Mapy Cortes, Har- 
old Peary, Buddy Clark. 

NAVY COMES THROUGH, war drama; prod., Islin 
Auster: dir., Eddie Sutnerland; no writing credits; 
camera, Nick Musuraca. Cast: Pat O’Brien, George 
Murphy, Desi Arnaz, Jane Wyatt. 

CAT PEOPLE, horrorer; prod., Val Lewton; dir., 
Jack Tourneur; screen play, De Witt Bodine; camera, 
Nick Musuraca. Cast: Simone Simon, Kent Smith, 
Jane Randolph, Tom Conway. 

THEY GOT ME COVERED, comedy: prod., Sam 
Goldwyn, dir., David Butler; no writing credits; camera, 
'Rudolph Mate. Cast: Bob Hope, Dorothy Lamour, 
| Phyilis Ruth, Henry Guttman, John Abbott, William 
Yetter, Edward Ciannelli, Donald McBride. 
| THE FALCON’S BROTHER, mystery; prod., Maurice 
Geraghty; dir., Stanley Logan; no writing credits; 
camera, unassigned. Cast: George Sanders, Tom Con- 
way, Jane Randolph, Charlotte Wynters. 
| LADIES DAY, baseballer; prod., Bert Gilroy; dir., 
| Leslie Goodwins; no writing credits; ca: .era, Jack Mc- 
| Kenzie. Cast: Lupe Velez, Eddie Albert, Max Baer, 
Patsy Kelly. 





RKO Pix in Production 
STAND BY TO DIE, air drama; prod., David Hemp- 
stead: dir., Lothar Mendes; no writing credits; camera, 
Johnny Mescall. Cast: Rosalind Russell, Fred Mac- 
Murray, Tom Conway. 
TARZAN TRIUMPHS, action; prod., Sol Lesser; dir., 


William Thiele: no writing credits; camera, Harry 
Wild. Cast: Johnny Weissmuller, John Sheffield, 
Frances Gifford, Martin Kosleck, Rex Williams. 
20th Century-Fox 
Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
"42-"43 pleted ing Cutting To go 
4. eee 60 6 7 10 47 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 


THUNDER BIRDS, air drama in Technicolor; prod., 
Darryl F. Zanuck; dir., William Wellman, original, 
Laurence Stallings; screen play, Lamar Trotti; camera, 
Ernest Palmer. Technicolor, Ray Renahan. Cast: Gene 
Tierney, Preston Foster, Dana Andrews, Janis Carter, 


Dorothy Deering, Vivian Mason, Mary Scott, Claire 
James, Elaine Fenwick. 
THE .-BLACK SWAN, adventure in Technicolor; 


prod., Darryl F. Zanuck; asso. prod., Robert Bassler; 
dir., Henry King; asst. dir., Henry Weinberg; novel by 
Rafael Sabatini; camera, Leon Shamroy, Cast: Tyrone 
Power, Maureen O’Hara, Laird Cregar, Thomas Mit- 
chell, Georg: Sanders, Anthony Quinn, George Zucco. 


THE MAN IN THE TRUNK, mystery: prod., Walter 
Morosco; dir., Mal St. Clair; screen play, John Larkin; 


camera, Glenn MacWilliams. Cast: Lynne Roberts, 
George Holmes, Raymond Walburn. 
SPRINGTIME IN THE ROCKIES, musical in Tech- 


nicolor; prod., William LeBaron; dir., Irving Cummings; 
no writing credits; camera, Ernest Palmer. Cast: Betty 
Grable, Carmen Miranda, Harry James and orchestra, 
Cesar Romero, Charlotte Greenwood. 


CHINA GIRL, drama; prod., Ben Hecht; dir., Henry 
| Hathaway; original” screenplay, Ben Hecht; camera, 
Lee Garmes. Cast: George Montgomery, Gene Tierney, 
Myron McCormick, Osa Massen. 

GIRL TROUBLE, comedy; prod., Robert Bassler; 
| original, Ladislaus Fodor; screenplay, Vicki Baum, Guy 
| Trosper; screenplay, Ladislaus Fodor and Robert Riley 

Crutcher. Cast: Don Ameche, Joan Bennett, Billie 
| Burke, Frank Craven, Alan Dinehart. 

| MANILA CALLING, drama; prod., Bryan Foy; dir., 
| Otto Brower; original screenplay, John Larkin; camera, 
Lucien Andariot. Cast: Carole Landis, Lloyd Nolan. 

HE HIRED THE BOSS, formerly TEN-DOLLAR 
| RAISE, comedy; prod., Sol M. Wurtzel; dir., Thomas Z. 

Loring; original story, Peter B. Kyne; screenplay, Ben 

Markson and Irving Cummings, Jr.;: camera, Glen Mac- 
Williams. Cast: Stuart Erwin, Evelyn Ve.able, Vivian 
Blaine, Hugh Beaumont. 








| 


GUN LAW, western; prod., Bert Gilroy; dir., Sam | 











THAT OTHER WOMAN, comedy-drama; prod., Wal- | 


ter Morosco; dir., Ray McCarey; no 
camera, Joseph MacDaniel. Cast: 
Ellison, Janis Carter. 

THE OX-BOW INCIDENT, 
| Lamarr Trotti; dir.. William Wellman: no writing 
credits; camera, Arthur Miller. Cast: Henry Fonda, 
| Dana Andrews, Mary Beth Hughes, Anthony Quinn. 

20th Century Pix in Production 

MY FRIEND FLICKA, drama in Technicolor; prod., 
Ralph Dietrich; dir., Harold Schuster; no writing 
credits; camera, unassigned. Cast: Roddy McDowall, 
Preston Foster, Rita Johnson. 

THE MEANEST MAN IN THE WORLD, comedy; 
| prod., William Perlberg; dir., Sidney Lanfield; no writ- 
ing credits; camera, Peverell Marley. Cast: Jack Benny, 
Priscilla Lane, Eddie ‘Rochester’ Anderson. 

DR. RENAULT'S SECRET, mystery; prod. Sol M. 
Wurtzel; dir.. Harry Lachman; no writing credits; 
camera, Virgil Miller. Cast: John Sheppard, Lynn 
| Roberts, J. Carrol Naish, George Zucco. 

LIFE BEGINS AT 8:30, drama; prod., Nunnally John- 
son; dir., Irving Pichel; no writing credits; camera, 
Charles Clarke. ‘ast: Monty Woolley, Ida Lupino, 
John Shepperd. 

THE UNDYING MONSTER, horrorer; prod., Bryan 
| Foy; dir., John Brahm; no writing credits; camera, 
Lucian Ballard. Cast: James Ellison, Heather Angel, 
John Howard, Melville Cooper, Heather Thatcher. 

CRASH DIVE, submarine; prod., Milton Sperling: 
dir. Archie Mayo; no writing credits; camera, Leon 


writing 


Lynn Bari, 


credits: 
James 


Outdoor; asso. prod., 








eet te aly lee 


| 





Shamroy. Cast: Tyrone Power, Anne Baxter, James 
Gleason, Charles Grajtewin. 

OVER MY DEAD BODY, mystery comedy; prod., 
Walter Morosco; dir., Mal St. Clair; no writing credits: 
camera, Lucien Andriot. Cast: Milton Berle, Mary 
Beth Hughes, Jill Warren, Reginald Denny, Wonderful) 


United Artists 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 

"41-42 pleted ing Cutting To go 
re 10 10 0 0 0 
ES. -n 4 gine KOS 5 4 0 0 1 
MEE k.dcavsvaces ° 9 8 0 0 0 
Gloria Pics....... ° 1 1 0 0 0 
Sino ee 0a o> 1 0 0 0 1 
Loew-Lewin ..... 2 0 0 1 1 
Pressburger ..... 1 ge 0 6 r 
eee 1 0 0 0 1 
Pascal .....cccesce 1 0 0 0 1 
Co rae 31 24 0 1 s 


Pictures in cfitting room or awaiting release: 

THE McGUERINS FROM BROOKLYN, formerly 
BROOKLYN BRIDGET, drama; prod., Hal Roach; dir., 
Kurt Neumann; screenplay, Earle Snell, Clarence 
Marks: camera, Bob Pittack. Cast: Arline Judge, Wil- 
liam Bendix, Max Baer, Joe Sawyer, Grace Bradley, 
Marjorie Woodsworth, Veda Ann Borg. 

THE MOON AND SIXPENCE, drama; prod., David 
I. Loew: dir. Albert Lewin; screen play, Al Lewin; 
camera, John Seitz. Cast: George Sanders, Herbert 
Marshall, Erie Blore, Doris Dudley, Florence Bates, 
Steve Geray, Irene Tedrow, Devi Dja Javanese Troupe. 

CALABOOSE, western; prod., Glenn Tryon (Hal 
Roach): dir., Hal Roach, Jr.; no writing credits; camera, 
unassigned. Cast: Jimmy Rogers, Noah Beery, Jr., 
Mary Brian, Mare Lawrence, Paul Hurst. 

TAXI, MISTER, drama; prod., Fred Guiol; dir., Kurt 
Neumann; screen play, Earle Snell, Clarence Marks; 
cameta, Robert Pittack. Cast: William Bendix, Grace 
Bradley, Joe Sawyer, SheJdon Leonard, Jack Norton. 

FALL IN, army series; prod., Fred Guiol; dir., Kurt 
Neumaim: no writing credits, camera, Robert Pittack. 
Cast: William Tracy, Joe Sawyer, Jean Porter, Arthur 
Hunnicutt, Robert Barrat, Rebel Randall. 

YANKS AHOY, army; prod., Fred Guiol; dir., Kurt 
Neuman; screenplay, Eugene Conrad and Ned Seéa- 
brook; camera, Robert Pittack. Cast: William Tracy, 
Joe Sawyer, Marjorie Woodsworth. 


Universal 


Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
"42-'43 pleted ing Cutting To go 
PORCUPOS. 606 ecesee 56 2 9 18 2% 
eer reer 4 2 0 1 1 
WOGEOFMS , cc ccccic 7 0 0 6 1 
Totals 67 4 9 25 29 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

EYES OF THE UNDERWORLD, formerly DESTINY, 
melodrama; asso. prod., Ben Pivar; dir., Roy William 
Neill; screenplay, Michael L. Simmons and Arthur 
Strawn; based on an original story by Maxwell Shane; 
camera, George Robinson. Cast: Richard Dix, Wendy 
Barrie, Don Porter, Billy Lee, Lloyd Corrigan, Lon 
Chaney, Mare Lawrence, Edward Pawley, Joseph 
Crehan, Wade Boteler, Gaylor Pendleton, Mike 
Raffetto. 


STRICTLY IN THE GROOVE, musical; asso., prod., 
Joseph G. Sanford; dir., Vernon Keays; original screen- 
play, Kenneth Higgins, Warren Wilson; camera, John 


W. Boyle. Cast: Mary Healy, Richard Davies, Leon 
Errol, Shemp Howard, Grace MacDonald, Ronald 
O’Connor, Martha Tilton, Robert Weldon, Franklin 


Pangborn, Tip, Tap, Toe, Ozzie Nelson and his band. 

MADAME SPY, mystery; asso. prod., Marshall Grant; 
dir.. Roy William Neil; screenplay, Lynn Riggs and 
Clarence Upson Young; original story, Clarence Upson 
Young: camera, George Robinson. Cast: Constance 
Bennett, Don Porter, John Litel, Edward S. Brophy, 
John Eldredge, Nana Bryant. 

SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE VOICE OF TER- 
ROR, formerly SHERLOCK HOLMES SAVES LON- 
DON, mystery; asso. prod., Howard Benedict; dir., John 
Rawlins: from the novel by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
‘His Last Bow’; screenplay by Lynn Riggs; adapted by 
Robert D. Andrews; camera, Woody Bredell. Cast 
Basil Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, Evelyn Ankers, Reginald 
Denny, Thomas Gomez, Montagu Love, Henry Daniell, 
Olaf Hytten, Leyland Hodgson. 

GIVE OUT, SISTERS, musical; asso. prod., Bernard 
Burton; dir., Edward F. Ciine; screenplay, Paul Gerard 
Smith, Warren Wilson; original story by Lee Sands, 
Fred Rath: camera, George Robinson. Cast: The 
Andrews Sisters, Dan Dailey, Jr., Grace MacDonald, 
Charles Butterworth, Richard Davies, Peggy Ryan 
Walter Catlett, William Frawley, Marie Blake, Fay 
Helm, Edith Barrett, The Jivin Jacks and Jills, Emmett 
Vogan, Irving Bacon, Leonard Carey, Lorin Rake! 
Don O'Connor. 


THE GREAT IMPERSONATION, drama; asso. prod., 
Paul Malvern: dir., John Rawlins; screen play, W. 
Scott Darling, based on novel by J. Phillips Oppenheim, 
camera, George Robinson. Cast: Ralph Bellamy, Eve- 
lyn Ankers. Kaaron Verne, Edward Norris, Henry 
Daniele, Audrey Mathor, Mary “orbes, Charles Cole- 
man, Robert O. Davis, Fred Vogeding, Frederick Gier- 
man, Charles Irwin, Hans von Morhart, Audrey Long 
Rex Evans. Yvette Duguay, Marcelle Corday, Ludwig 
Stossel, Sylvia Arslan, Senry Guttman. 

WHO DONE IT?, comedy; asso. prod., Alex Gottlieb: 
dir.. Earle C. Kenton; screenplay by Stanley Roberts. 
Edmund Joseph, John Grant; original story by Stanley 


Roberts; camera, Charles Van Enger. Cast: Bud 
Abbott and Lou Costello, Patric Knowles, William 
Gargan, Louise Allbritton, Mary Wickes, Thomas 


Gomez, William Bendix, Don Porter, Jerome Cowan. 
Ludwig Stossel, Walter Tetley, Edmund MacDonald. 
NIGHT MONSTER, formerly HOUSE OF MYSTERY, 
mystery melodrama; prod.-dir., Ford Beebe; asso. prod 
Donald H. Brown; original screenvlay, Clarence Upton 
Young: camera, Charles Van Enger. Cast: Irene 
Hervey, Leif Erikson, Bela Lugosi, Lionel Atwill. Don 
Porter, Ralph Morgan, Nils Asther, Fay Helm. Dorls 
Lloyd. Francis Pierlot, Rohort Homans, Ed Waller. 
Janet Shaw, Frank Reicher, “yril Delevanti. 
BETWEEN US GIRLS, formerly, LOVE AND 
KISSES, CAROLINE, comedy-drama; asso. prod., Phil 
Karlstein. A Henry Koster production. Dir., Henry 
Koster; screenplay by Myles Connolly and True Board- 
man; based on play by Regis Ginoux and Jacque 
(Continued on page 34) 
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th Net Triples 
1941, $2,190,894 
For 26 Weeks 


Showing an improvement of $892,- 
144 in the second quarter over cor- 
responding period of 1941, 20th-Fox 
reported net profit of $2,190,894 for 
the 26 weeks ending last June 27. 
This is nearly three times the net 
profit of $861, 278 reported by the 
company in the first 26 weeks of 
1941. 

Strong profit showing was made 
despite setting aside a reserve of 
$3,100,000 for foreign assets and pro- 
viding $1,250,000 for Federal income 
taxes. 20th-Fox gross income 
amounted to $29,067,061 for the six- 
month period this year. 

Second quarter’s net profit was 
$1,349,333 compared with only $457,- 
189 profit in the second quarter of 
1941. It also represents a healthy 
increase over the first quarter profit 
this year, which was $841,561. 20th- 
Fox gured its Federal income taxes 
at an estimated tax rate of 50% 
for 1942 but noted that the corpora- 
tion is not liable for excess profits 
tax on earnings under tax legisla- 
tion proposed thus far. 

Company’s profit for the 26 weeks 
this year is figured as equal to 86c 
per common share as against llc in 
corresponding six months last year. 
Of this, the second quarter profit is 
equivalent to 58c on the common. 
It was only 7c on the common in 
the 1941 second quarter. 

Usual 37%2c quarterly dividend on 
the preferred stock was declared by 
the 20th-Fox directors last week. 
No action was taken on the common 





shares. Company paid 25c on the 
common stock the last quarter, 


representing the only divvy on these 
shares thus far in 1942. 
Preferred dividend 
Sept. 30 to stockholders of 
at close of business Sept. 15. 
20th-Fox Earnings 1935-42 
Net profit except as noted (*) deficit. 


is 


payable 
record 


See ore ra es $3,090,135 
ee eer eee 7,722,955 
A ae eae a 8617 114 
Stas knee atnies coed 7,252,467 
1939. 4,663,009 
Be ha arik Ree Pe RO ore *517,336 
POOR rate ds les cae ates 4,921,926 
(1941 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$404,089 $457,189 $687,886 $3,372,762 | 

(1942 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 

Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 


$841,561 $1,349,330 


Abbott-Costello Get 
New Writer for Films 





Jack Barnett has been signed by 
Bud Abbott. and Lou Castello to 
write special material for their 


forthcoming pictures. 

He left for Hollywood yesterday 
(Tuesday) to start on first 
signment for the comedy team. 

John Grant continues as A. & C.’s 
regular writer, for both pix and 
radio. 


his 


as- 


Reis on Hitler Pic 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Iriving Reis draws the director 
job on ‘Hitler's Children,’ Edward 
A. Golden production at RKO. 

Picture is based on 
De * novel by Grego ir Zie 
spent 10 years in Germany 
Nazi methods. 
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EARL CARROLL 


opens his new theatre-Res- 
taurant in Chicago, Thurs- 
day Evening, Sept. 24th. 
It is being built in the 
MORRISON HOTEL, 
at Madison and Clark, in 
the very heart of the Loop. 
A duplicate of the world- 
famous Earl Carroll Thea- 
tre - Restaurant Holly- 
wood, now playing its 
fourth fabulous year in 
that glamorous city. 





‘Educa ation for | 








A Reminder of War? 


Film booker for one of the 
eastern camp theatres is getting 
fed up with the arguments being 
handed out by salesmen when 
they come around to sell their 
pictures. The booker, a woman, 
is particularly irked when the 
peddlers, having a war film, try 
to sell it on the ground it’s the 
kind of thing that stirs war-con- 
sciousness. She wants to know 
if anyone other than the soldiers 
seeing these films at their camp 
playhouse need to be made war- 
minded. 

Boys in camp, in this booker’s 
opinion, want the lighter enter- 
tainment anyway. 


Reveal ‘Smoke Scare’ 
As Attempt to Ignite 


Northampton Theatre 


Northampton, Mass., Sept. 1. 

What was previously described as 
a ‘smoke scare’ at the Calvin thea- 
tre about midnight on Thursday 
(27), has since been revealed as a 
deliberate attempt to fire the show- 
house. 

Fire Chief Thomas W. Hurley an- 
nounced that during an intensive in- 
vestigation he and Lieut. James L. 
Loomis of the state fire marshal’s 
office had discovered a popcorn box 
in which a handkerchief and a 
lighted cigaret had been stuffed. The 
box had been covered by a seat 
cover and dropped behind a seat 
in the balcony. 

Employees late Thursday smelled 
smoke in the theatre and called the 
fire department. Finding no trace 
of fire, the department dismissed the 
call as a ‘smoke scare,’ though the 
chief promised a thorough investiga- 
tion. Fingerprints are being sought 
| on the box by state police and plans | 
have been set for a routine inspec- | 
tion of the theatre at the end of 
ithe night show to guard against any 
| further attempts to burn the house. 
Lack of oxygen apparently saved the 
said. 

















house, Chief Hurley 


EXTORTION PLOT FIASCOS 


| Harry teenie 5 Bheentened, But | 
Innocent Youth Gets Hurt 
Cleveland, Sept. 1. 
Trap laid by detective to catch an 
lextortionist who demanded $5,000) 
from Harry E. Henderson, manager 
of the Lorain-Fulton nabe theatre, 
turned into a fiasco when an inno- 
cent young man was accidentally 
shot at the decoy scene. 
John Andrew Katt, 21, lathe-work- 











ler, 
'He was wounded in the right leg 
after cops found him near hiding | 
place of the planted package sup- | 
posed to contain the ransom. The- 
atre manager had received two let- 

ters threatening the life of his 18- 
year-old daughter if he didn’t deposit 
1 $5,000 in smali bilis in a small pack- 
age behind a voting booth in a field. 

Dicks instead made up a dummy 
package equipped with an alarm bell, 
then hid in nearby bushes. When 
'Katt came walking up the dark path, 
police quickly surrounded him and 
in the melee one cop, uncocking his 
‘revolver, carelessly binged him. in 
the leg. 

There were a number of red faces 
when the youth’s story, that he was 
imerely walking home after visiting 
|\his nearby girl-friend, was substan- 
tiated by her parents. Besides hav- 


ing his honesty vouched for by em- 
ployees and neighbor the lathe- 
worker also backed up his claim of 
being innocent by passing a lie-de- 
tector test satisfactorily. 

Police guard has been placed 
around movie daughter 


exhibitor’s 
Selznick Tags Hobson 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

David O. Selznick added Valerie 
Hobson, British film star, 
itract list via transatlantic cable. and 
| immediately loaned her out to Metro 
‘for an English-made picture. 
| Actress, now in London, will play 
| opposite Robert Donat in ‘Saboteur’s | 
' Agent’ before leaving for Hollywood. | 


ji “sees es | 


Colbert as Army Nurse 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
Claudette Colbert becomes 

| Army nurse in ‘So Proudly We Hail.’ 
| Paramount picture backgrounded in 
| Bataan and Corregidor. 

Filming starts early next month, 
| with Mark Sandrich producing and 
directing. 


an 


became the unintentional victim. | 


to his con-! 


Par’s Rangers Win 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Race for the registry of the film 
title, ‘American Rangers,’ finished 
with Paramount getting the nod 
from the Hays office. 

Picture, based on the recent ex- 
ploits of American troops in the 
landing at Dieppe, France, will be 
produced by Walter McEwen. 








Guttman and Mann Vice 


Field and Dale in NW; 
More ‘Militant’ Stance 


Minneapolis, Sept. 1. 

Twin City members of the North- 

west Allied want a more militant 
policy on the part of the organiza- 
tion. Such attitude was backed up 
by the vote today against roundtable 
and other confabs with distributors 
to iron out differences. Instead they 
demand national and state legisla- 
tion, appeals to the Department of 
Justice, and, if necessary, recourse 
to the law courts as a means of ob- 
taining ‘relief’ from high film rent- 
ais, percentage pictures, etc. 
Donald Guttman and Ted Mann 
were elected as Minneapolis and St. 
Paul Northwest Allied governors, re- 
| Spectively, succeeding Harold Field 
jand Howard Dale, who refused re- 
election. Guttman g.m. of the 
Dickerman indie circuit and Mann 
is a chain owner. 

A demand will be made on 20th- 
|Fox to deliver ‘Tales of Manhattan’ 
on the current contract, as allegedly 
agreed. Heeding independent de- 
mands, Paramount and _ Universal 
have agreed to deliver ‘Wake Island’ 
and ‘Eagle Squadron’ on their 1941- 
42 contracts, it was announced. Both 
are flat rentals in the Twin Cities. 
Paramount, however, was assailed 
fur demanding 50% for ‘Holiday Inn’ 
in this territory. 
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$5 Earning Expectancy 


On U’s Common Certifs 


| Increased tempo and diversifica- 
tion of buying in Universal common 
| certificates, 
| Exchange. 
|tributed in 


week is at- 
circles to the 


in the past 
financial 


| belief that U certificates will earn 
'$5 apiece in the fiscal year ending 
next October. The company showed 

$4.55 per certificate in the 


around 
peaviote fiscal year, and the higher 
| net expected in the current fiscal 
year despite heavier taxes is back of 
recent buying at $7. 

At first this renewed activity 
the common certificates, representing 
Universal Corp., was attributed to | 
;reports that corporate simplification | 
plans, long in making, had been | 
worked out. However, this was de- 
nied with the statement that the tax 
bill threat in 1942 precludes imme- 


diate establishment of corporate sim- | 


plification. It is known that officials 
|of Universal have been anxious to 


bring this about at the earliest pos- | 


sible date, and did take 
that direction by bringing in a large 
block of 8% preferred shares about 
18 months ago. 

Once the threat of too heavy taxa- 
tion is out of the way, 
understood to be in 


carry the simplification through to 


a stride in| 


in | 


Universal is | 
a position to! 


conclusion. This would include, it is 
reported, retiring of all 8% pre-| 
ferred and wiping out the remain- 


ing common shares, latter represent- 


ing Universal pictures, the operating 
corporation There are only about 
20.000 shares of this common now in 
the hands of the public, approximat- 
g 92°, of the common being in the 
hands of the corporation. Principal 
holders of d@mmon certificates 
which represent Universal Corp., the 
holding company, are held by com- 
pany executives, it is reported 
Universal’s financial statement for 
the first three quarters of the fiscal 
year is due in about three weeks. 
It should compare favorably with 


the previous fiscal year despite huge | 


tax writeoffs. 


Rep Stirs With Six 





Hollywood, Sept. 1. 


Republic’s September production 
of six features gets under way to- 
morrow (Wed.) with the Roy Rog- 
ers western special, ‘Heart of the 


Golden West,’ leading off. 





WPB Halts New Theatre 


Buffalo, Sept. 1. 
Permission complete the pro- 
posed picture theatre the old 
Tech (Schubert) has 
been refused 


to 
on 
theatre site 
the Massachusetts 
Life Insurance Co. W.P.B. The 
decision, which was appeal to 
Washington, stops work on the proj- 
ect for the duration. 

House is under lease by the Shea- 


to 
by 


on 


Par local chain. 


WB CLASSES P.A.’S 
VIA SPG CONTRACT 





Warners is classifying its publicity- 
advertising-exploitation workers in 
accordance with the various grotp- 
ings and minimum wage scales called 
for by the Screen Publicists Guild 
contract on which settlement was 
reached recently. Contract calls for 
a minimum of $45 in the lowest 
bracket, as with other majors who 
signed up with SPG some months 
ago. 

Retroactive pay under the Warner 
deal will go back to May 15 last, 
while severance pay scales up to a 
total of six weeks. 

While other major homeoffices set- 
tled with SPG last spring, Warners 
held out until the matter reached 
the U. S. Conciliation Service of the 
War Labor Board. 





Par's 12 Westerns For UA Release In 
Unique Turnover; Raw Film Angle 


l* 
7 





If details are worked out satisfac- 
torily, United Artists will 
the rights to 12 westerns from Para- 
mount, as well as possibly a regular 
release from Par, already completed, 
which UA could use handily at this 
time. Under two-year deal, the 
six westerns which Harry Sherman, 
under contract to Par, has already 


completed for this season, would be 
immediately turned over to UA, with 
six more to be made for the 1943-44 
season a year from now. 

Not indicated what the extra pic- 
ture, from among those in the regu- 
lar feature category already com- 
pleted by Par, may be in the event 
One is included in the final deal 
made. Understood deal would em- 
brace a cash consideration from 
UA, amount not indicated, and that 
it may be signatured at any minute, 
but is dependent on UA's ability to 
raise the money required. 

Factors on Par’s side are 
believed to have entered the 
unusual transaction include realiza- 
tion of a quick profit on westerns 
already in the can; conservation of 
raw’ stock so that there will exist a 
larger supply for printing of regular 
features: and relieving the distribu- 
tion department of the burden of 
also selling westerns. 

Under a deal to turn over six 
westerns this year and six next sea- 
son to UA, Paramount would step 
out of the horse-opera field. It 
wculd not make any additional west- 
erns for itself, it is understood. 

Acquisition of the westerns by UA 
would mark the first time that this 
distributor has dealt in this type of 
feature product. 
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BEG. FRIDAY, SEPT. 4 


HUMPHREY BOGART 


Jap-Slapping Sensation 


in Warner Bros. 
“ACROSS THE PACIFIC” 


In Persor 


DICK JURGENS 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 








Also Lynn, Koyee & Vanya 
Walter Nillson 


Sonditioncd STRAND 


SALUTE IN SEPTEMBER! 
Buy a bond fer every mother's son in service 


B’way 
47th St. 





JAMES CAGNEY 


As George M. Cohan 


“Yankee Doodle Dandy” 


Warner Bros 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


All Seats Reserved — Twice Daily, 2:45-8:45 
Air Conditioned. B'way, Sist St. Cl. 7-5545, 


Success 


SALUTE IN SEPTEMBER! 
Buy a bond for every mother’s son in service 











PARAMOUNT PRESENTS 


‘WAKE ISLAND’ 


With BRIAN DONLEVY 
MACDONALD CAREY 
ROBERT PRESTON 


RIVOLI 


Broadway and 49th Street 














The Mighty Story 
of Today—The 


PIED PIPER 


jth Ave. 
& 50th St. 


Plusa Big 
Stage Show 


ROXY 














OVER—2d BIG WEEK 

CLARK GABLE 
LANA TURNER 

They're Dynamite in M-G-M’s 


“SOMEWHERE 
I'LL FIND YOU" | 


| HELD 














CAPITOL 2m" 
‘PALAC 


Starts ‘lomorrow 
WALT DISNEY'S 














B'WAY & 
47th St. 


“BAMBI” 
—and— 
“Berlin Correspondent” 
Virginia Gilmore - Dana Andrews 





Col. Hails Seiter | 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
retaining William A. 
Edward 


is 


Columbia 
Seiter to direct ‘Destroyer,’ 


Other starters on the month’s slate |G. Robinson starrer to be produced | 


j 
are ‘Eleven Were Brave,’ ‘Hit Parade | by Lou Edelman. 
fof 1943,’ ‘G-Men vs. the Black Dra- Seiter recently completed ‘You | 
gon.’ ‘Sundown Kid’ and an untitled | Were Never Lovelier’ on the same | 
‘whodunit. jot. i 


MUSIC HALL 


“TALK OF 
THE TOWN" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





RADIO 
CITY 











LOEW’S IN PERSON FOR 
STAT i 2nd HIT WERK 

HELD As ED SULLIVAN 
2nd BIG WEEK and 


Greer Garson 

Walter Pidgeon 
in M-G-M’'s Hit 
‘MRS. MINIVER’ 
The Film That Tops 
the Ten Best Pic- | 
tures of Ali Time. 


DAILY NEWS 
HARVEST MOON 
DANCE WINNERS 





Plus a Star 
Stage Show 




















Irving Berlin’ 
“HOLIDAY INN’ |OSBORNE 


CROSBY: ASTAIRE 
Peremevet Pictur’ 










Midnight 
Feature 


BUY WAR BONDS AT THIS THEATRE 
A SALUTE TO YOUR HEROES! 





AS 





‘BRILLIANT—A HIT'—Anderson, Journ.-Am, 
PLUS 


50c $1 & $1.50 rax 


Sat. Nights Only 50c. to $2.50 Plus Tax 
Sonja Henie & Arthur M. Wirtz present 
A NEW MUSICAL ICETRAVAGANZA 


STARS ON ICE 


CENTER THEATRE, Rockefeller Center 
474 


co. 5- 
America’s Only lee Theatre 





Evgs., incl. Sun. 8:40 Mats. Wed.,Sat. and Sun. 
Mail Orders Promotly Filled—Extra Perfs. 
Thurs., Sept. 3 & Mat. Eve., Sept 7 











SAMUEL GOLDWYN PRESENTS 


GARY COOPER in 
THE PRIDE OF 
THE YANKEES 


(The Life of Low Gehrig) 
eee Through RKO-Radio Pictures, ine. 
ir ? Bway Popular Prices 
Covled ASTOR & 45th Midnight Shows 
Continuous Performances 
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THE WORLD AT WAR 


Czechoslovakia and the rest of the 
Axis conquests to the Battle of Brit- 
ain and right up to present-day 


Commando raids. But history moves | Norwegian . 
so fast, even now the film requires | the melee the general is 
| the native 


a minor revision or two. 

Pictorially the picture’s defect is | 
its repetitiousness. That's probably 
due more to the pattern of war than 
anything else, but after enough | 
bombs have dropped, enough fires 
have been started, enough guns have | 
boomed, all bombs, fires and guns 
begin to look alike—and become 
equally tiresome. The same thing 
was true of the original Nazi prop- 
aganda films (‘Feldzug im Polen.’ 
‘Sieg im Westen,’ etc.) from which 
Spewack culled much of his footage. 
A second factor is that many of the 
sequences have lost their punch be- 
cause they have been shown so fre- 
quently on American screens. Most 
of them were seen in newsreels and 


then in various other Hollywood 
and documentary shorts and fea- 
tures. 

What's more damning, however, 


so far as average audience interest 
goes, is the heaviness of the film. 
Naturally, it’s not a subject that 
lends itself to gags, but even the 
grim Nazis found space in their 
Scare propaganda for a laugh-pro- 
voking shot of a soldier under an 
improvised shower in the field or 
some other light touch. For a guy 
who can. write such comedy as ‘Boy 
Meets Girl,’ Spewack, it is strange 
to discover, hasn't found time for 
one second’s smile in 66 minutes of 
picture. And that’s tough to take. 
All in all, the four-reel version is 
probably superior to the longer one. 

Paul Stewart's delivery of Spe- 
wack’s commentary is neatly han- 
died and impressive. Gail Kubik did 
the score, which achieves occasional 
spots of brilliance but is otherwise 
undistinguished. 


Salute Sie Citizen 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Aug. 14. 


Anglo-American Film 


Corp release 0o 
British National Production. Features Ed- 
ward Rigby, Stanley Holloway, George Ro 
bey, Mabel Constanduros,.Jimmy H 
Directed by Maurice Elvey. Scenario, Eliza 
beth Baron, based on the books, ‘Mr. Bunt- 
ing’ and ‘Mr Suntinge at War,’ by Rob- 


ert Greenwood; camera, James Wilson At 








ex-fiancee, now a secret stooge foi 
the Gestapo. She tips the local 
Himmler who sends three S.S. men 
to make the pinch. But the Com- 
mandos live up to their rep. get Into 
the Gestapo uniforms and rescue the 
general regardless. In 
wounded, 
Commando returns for 
a medico while the others continue 
toward the coast where a Commando 
raiding party is to pick them up. 
The gal again fingers her ex-boy- 
friend, who is tortured until he rats 
on his pals (and him a Commando!). 
The head Commando is captured but 
keeps his last man and the wounded 
general in the clear until, thanks to 
a quisling who turns legit, they es- 
cane and, after another close shave, 
are rescued by the raiding party. 
It’s all quite inept. Fran. 


| This Week’s New Shorts 


‘Eating on the Cuff’ (Looney Tune 
cartoon comedy, Warners, 7 mins. )— 
Something away from the usual, 
with live acter showing at start and 
comedy finish. Funny angles center 
about antics of moth, headed for his 
wedding, who is intrigued by wear- 
ing apparel of men in the street. 
He ruins suit after suit until way- 
laid by a black widow spider, drawn 
as old maid in search of any male 
of the species. Trim story, deftly 
executed. Good novelty booking. 

Glen Gray and Casa Loma Or- 
chestra (band musical, Warners, 10 
mins.)—Well staged by Jean Negu- 
lesco, ace shorts musical director at 
this lot, Glen Gray combo cashes in 
on its present popularity. Vocaliz- 


Current Short Releases 


(PRINTS IN EXCHANGES) 














(Compiled by Besa Short) 
‘Out of the Frying Pan’ (RKO, 3 


mins.). Disney war conservation 
cartoon. 
‘Rover’s Big Chance’ (M-G, 11 
mins.). Our Gang comedy. oa; 
‘Smoke Painter’ (U, 9 mins,). 
Stranger Than Fiction, 
| ‘Miles of Dough’ (U, 9%2 mins,). 


Stranger Than Fiction. 

‘Woman at the Plough’ (U, 9 mins.). 
Stranger Than Fiction. 

‘Record Breakers’ (RKO, 9 mins.). 








Curiton theatre, Lendon. Running time, 
96 MINS. 

Mr BUSING. .cccwesss --..-Edward Righy 
Mrs. Bunting. ...0.....) label Constanduros 
Oskey...«. weececessese.crianiey Flolloway 
SOG o20464n0008 eecveerececs. George Robes 
a errr Jimmy Hanley 
De DOMOPR . ccavsesseasaes Hen Hallett 
Mrs. Bickerton ° .Christine Silver 
TT Tree re ee Erie Micklewood 
Julie ; : eousweeesoans Peggy Cummins 
Colonel Saunders............Stewart Rone 
Eivie.... sesede eeees-Dinah Sheridan 
SE: MEMS atuie no ath ks oo ae e Charles Denne 
Turner es ceo cececcceececes David Keir 
Young Brockley Jonathan Field 


‘Salute John Citizen’ is more or 
less a paraphrase of the American- 
made ‘Mrs. Miniver.’ Its resemblance 
consists mainly in picturizing a Brit- 
ish family during the present war 
situation. 
good, many do noi tend to motivate 
the story; the superfluous ones, if ex- 
cised, would resuit in a faster con- 
clusion that would be more welcome 
to U. S. audiences. 

Production has been modestly 
budgeted, but is adequate for the 
story’s requirements. It is intelli- 
gently directed along lines that might 
be regarded by the intelligentsia as 
outmoded, but there is no gainsaying 
the high quality of the acting. 

Edward Rigby heads the cast and, 
as always, merits praise for an ad- 
mirable characterization. Even 
George Robey contributes a sweetly 


serious role, without once putting his | 


tongue in his cheek and playing for 
comedy. Jolo. 


They Raid by Night 


Producers Rel 


Dixor R Harwin produ ” I tur 
Lyle Talbot June Dupre Dire b 
Spencer Gordon Bennett Original e 
play by Jack Natteford; camera Gilbert 
Warrenton: editor, Charles Henkel: special 
effects, Techniprocess Corp Revie i 
New York, NY nol Aug. 26, °42 Rur 
ning time, 8@ MINS, 
Capt. Robert Ower saeee Ly ie “0 
Inea pieeuith June Dupre 
Oberst Von Ritter......00.. Victor Vares 
Lieutenant Falken...cccoe-. Georg Neis 
TT ere . Charles Rogers 
General Heder s Paul RBaratoff 
Captain Deane. ..éscéeves Leslie Dennise 
a rs pee eee Crane Whitley 
Dalberg... sececcosess SVEN Huge Roreg 
General Li Bec ebedeobes 6 obs Eric Wilton 
Rraun $600 080066S60bS ES0 Pier Lyden 
SPOS sos dss cabedaenees John Beck 
og | SEORT ETT William Kellece 
Von Meme Rahe ‘ K " 
Gert Lieuten Sjigftrid "l 
EIMRINOL. 3 30> 5: cdex% «-cVesae Brian O'Hara 
It’s a pity. what with the recent 


Commando raid on Dienpe. that PRC 
had to release a substandard pic- 
ture about the Commandos. With a 
halfway decent film thev could latch 


onto the headlines and reap a har- 


vest. Instead, ‘They Raid by Night’ 
suffers from almost every ailment 
in the book. Especially obnoxious 
are the manv obvicus process shots 
ant newsree] clips. 

The plot has three Commandos 


parechutinge into Norway to rescue 
the Norwesian chief of staff from 


a N concentration camp. One of 
t} m a native il I } 


Sports. 
‘Information Please’ (RKO, i1 
mins.). John Carradine guest star. 


‘Terror on the Midway’ (Par, 8!2 
mins.). Superman color cartoon. 

‘The Blitz Wolf’? (M-G, 10 mins.). 
Tex Avery color cartoon comedy. 





While al! the details are | 


| tion. 


|familiar to many 


| ‘Valley of Blossoms’ (20th, 9 mins.). 

| British Columbia apple orchards. 

| ‘Sereen Snapshots No. 2’ (Col, 10% 

| mins. ). Includes Bob Burns, Allyn 

| Joslyn, Joan Davis, Jane Wyman. 
‘The Big Build Up’ (20th, 7 mins.). 

Cartoon comedy. 

| ‘Steel for Victory’ (Mono, 10 mins.). 

| Steel in war effort. 
‘Hitler’s Plan’ 

World in Action. 


(UA, 21 mins.). 








inz of Pee Wee Hunt, husky instru- 
mentalist in outfit, is 
‘Hep and Happy, ‘Purple Moon- 
i light,” ‘Broom Street’ and ‘Darktown 
Strutters Ball’ are the principal 
t' .es. Solid where audiences crave 
| band shorts. 

‘Argentine Horses’ (sports topic, 
| Warners, 10 mins.)—Another 16-mil- 
| limeter in color, blown up to 35-mm.,, 
‘showing how horses are raised in 
| Argentina, especially racing mounts. 
| Dull narration not helped much by 
|}commentator Knox Manning 
‘The Ducktators’ (Looney 
i}ecartoon comedy, Warners, 7 mins.) 

Kidding the Axis trio, Hitler, 
| Musso and a stooge Jap, with com- 
|edy galore. These’ include 
| goose-stepping geese, sick Heils and 
Gestinko. Wish-washy dove of peace, 
who hates war, finally gets mad and 
puts the whole crew to rout assisted 


Tune 


gags 


by an American soldier who steps 
out of a Buy War Bonds poster. 
Voice not unlike Westbrook Van 


sarcastic 
Strong short. 
‘Foney Fables’ (Merrie 
color cartoon, Warners, 7 
Burlesque of typical 


Voorhis supplies 


narration. 


running 


Melodies 
mins. )— 
Aesop fables 


ff| with reverse twist on usual concep- 


Only moderately 
t. ough different. 


humorous, 


‘Bugs Bunny Gets the Boid’ (Mer- 
- y 4 Forester: camera, Stanley Cortez. 


rie Melodies color cartoon comedy, 
Warners, 8 mins.)—This- series, now 
audiences, intro- 
goofy buzzard character. 
Stupid, slow-voiced wird is 
against Bugs Bunny. 
g-*ged with maximum of action, it’s 
one of best on the crazy 
character in months. 

‘Blitz Wolf’ (Color cartoon 
comedy, Metro, 10 mins.)—-Modern 
wartime version of Three Little 
Pigs fable, with the third porkie 
depicted as constructing his home of 


duces a 


| steel surrounded by trenches, barb- 


wire and heavy gun batteries. When 


| Adolph Wolf tears up his pact with 


the other two pigs like so much 
confetti, they have te seek pro- 
tection of the preparedness animal 
With such a childis} opic, Director 


Tex Ave ut 


ct 


highlighted. | 


| 








| John 


pitted | 
Smartly | 


Bunny | 


Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 32) 
Thery: camera, Joseph Valentine. Cast: Diana Barry- 
more, Robert Cummings, Kay Francis, John Boles, 
Andy Devine, Walter Catlett, Ethel Griffies, Guinn 


Williams, Scotty Beckett, Peter Jamerson, Mary Treen, 
Andrew Tombes, Lillian Yarbo, Irving Bacon. 

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK, musical comedy; asso. 
prod., Howard Benedict; dir., Edward F. Cline; screen- 
play by Stanley Roberts and Mel Ronson; camera, 
George Robinson. Cast: Ritz Brothers, Carol Bruce, 
Dick Foran, Johnny Downs, William Demarest, Grace 
McDonald, Richard Davies, Sonny Dunham and his 
orchestra. 

GET HEP TO LOVE, musical: asso. prod., Bernard 
Burton: dir.. Charles Lamont: screenplay, Jay Dratler; 


original story, M. M. Musselman; camera, Connie 
O'Connell. Cast: Gloria Jean, Jane Frazee, Robert 
Paige, Cora Sue Collins, Donald O’Connor, Nana 


Brvant. Edith Barrett. Peggy Rvan, The Jivin’ Jacks 
and Jills. John Abbott, Millard Mitchell, Tim Ryan, 
Douglas Scott, Irving Bacon. 

SHERLOCK HOLMES IN WASHINGTON, meller; 
asso. prod., Howard Benedict; dir., Roy William Neill; 
no writing credits: camera, Lester White. Cast: Basil 
Rathbone. Nigel Bruce, Marjorie Lord, John Archer, 
Don Terry, George Zucco, Edmund MacDonald. 

ON THEgBEAM, comedy drama with songs; asso. 
prod., Ken Goldsmith; dir. Charles Lamont; no writing 
credits: camera, George Robinson. Cast: Gloria Jean, 
Ian Hunter, Donald O’Connor, Louise Albritton, Frieda 
Inescort, Raymond Roe, Mary Lou Harrington. 


LITTLE JOE, THE WRANGLER, western; asso. 
prod., Oliver Drake; dir., Lewis D. Collins; screenplay, 
Sherman Lowe, Elizabeth Beecher: original story, Sher- 
man Lowe; camera, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny 
Mack Brown, Tex Ritter, Fuay Knight, Jennifer Holt, 
Jimmy Wakeley Trio. 

CHEYENNE ROUNDUP, outdoor adventure; asso. 
prod., Oliver Drake; dir. Ray Taylor; no writing 
credits; camera, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny Mack 
Brown, Tex Ritter, Fuzzy Knight, Jennifer Holt, The 
Jimmy Wakely Trio. 

DEEP IN THE HEART OF TEXAS, western: asso. 
prod., Oliver Drake; dir., Elmer Clifton; original screen 
play, Oliver Drake; from an adaptation by Grace 
Norton; camera, Harry Newman. Cast: Johnny Mack 
Brown, Tex Ritter, Fuzzy Knight, Jennifer Holt, Jimmy 
Wakeley Trio. 

RAIDERS OF SAN JOAQUIN, western: asso prod., 
Oliver Drake; dir., Lewis D. Collins; screenrlay, Elmer 
Clifton, Morgan B. Cox: original story, Patricia Harper; 
camera, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, 
Tex Ritter, Fuzzy Knight, Jennifer Holt, Jimmy Wake- 
ley Trio. 

TENTING ON THE OLD CAMP GROUNDS, west- 
ern: asso. prod., Oliver Drake; dir., Lewis D. Collins; no 
writing credits: camera, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny 
Mack Brown, Tex Ritter, Fuzzy Knight, Jennifer Holt, 
Jimmy Wakeley Trio. 

ADVENTURES OF SMILIN’ JACK, serial: prod., 
Ford Beebe: co-dirs., Ray Taylor and Lewis D. Collins; 
based on the newspaper feature, ‘Smilin’ Jack,’ by Zack 
Mosley; original screenplav by Morgan B. Cox: camera, 
William Sickner. Cast: Tom Brown. Marjorie Lord, 
Rose Hobart, Edgar Barrier, Turhan Bey, Keye Luke, 
Sidney Toler. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE SECRET 
WEAPON, mystery drama: asso. prod., Howard Bene- 
dict; dir.. Roy William Neill; screenplay by Edward T. 
Lowe, W. Scott Darling. Edmund L. Hartmann: based 
on the story. ‘The Dancing Men.’ by Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle; adapted by W. Scott Darling and Edward T. 
T.owe; camera, Les White. Cast: Basil Rathbone, Nigel 
Bruce, Lionel Atwill, Kaaren Verne, William Post, Jr., 
Dennis Hoey, Holmes Herbert, Mary Gordon. 


MOONLIGHT IN HAVANA, musical: asso. prod., 
Bernard W. Burton: dir.. Anthony Mann: original 
screenplay by Oscar Brodney: camera. Charles Van 


Enger. Cast: Allan Jones. Jane Frazee, Marjorie Lord, 
Don Terry. William Frawley, Grace and Nicco, Horton 
Dance Groun, The Jivin’ Jocks and Jills, Robert 


| Homans, Walter Tetlev. Pat McVey, Rico de Montez, 


Clarence Muse, Lane Chandler. 


MUG TOWN, action melodrama: asso. prod.. Ken 
Goldsmith; dir.. Ray Taylor: screenplay by Brenda 
Weisberg, Lewis Amster. Harold Tarshis. Henry 


Sucher; original storv. Charles Gravson: camera, Jack 
Mackenzie. Cast: Dead End Kids ard The Little 
Tough Guys with Billy Halov. Huntz Hall. Bernard 
Punsly. Gabriel Dell. Grare McDonald, Tommy Kelly, 
Jed Prouty, Edward Norris. . 

THE OLD CHISHOLM TFAITL, outdoor-adventure: 
asso. prod., Oliver Drake: dir.. Elmer Clifton; no writ- 
ing credits: camera, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny 
Mack Brown. Tex Ritter, Fuzzy Knight, Jennifer Holt, 
Jimmy Wakeley Trio. 

HALFWAY TO SHANGHAI, melodrama: asso. prod., 
Paul Malvern; dir.. John Rawlins: original screenplay 
by Stuart Palmer; camera, John W. Boyle. Cast: Irene 
Hervey, Kent Taylor. Henry Stephenson, J. Edward 


Bromberg, George Zucct, Charlotte Wynthers, Fay 
Helm, Lionel] Royce. 
DESTINATION UNKNOWN, melodrama: asso. prod., 
Marshali Grant; dir.. Ray Taylor: screenplay by Lynn 
Riggs and John Meehan, Jr.; original story, Lawrence 
Hazard and John Kafka; camera, John W. Boyle. Cast: 
William Gargan, Irene Hervey, Turhan Bey. Keve 
Luke, Willie Fung, Sam Leveve ; 


THE MUMMY’S TOMB, melodrama; asso. prod., Ben 
Pivar; dir.. Harold Young: screenplay, Griffin Jav and 
Henry Sucher: original story, Neil P. Varnick: camera 
George Robinson Cast: Lon Chaney, Dick Foran, 
Hubbard. Elyse Knox, George Zucco. Wallace 
Ford, Turhan Bey, Virginia Brissac. Cliff Clark, Mary 
Gordon, Paul E. Burns, Frank Reicher, Emmett Vogan, 

EAGLE SQUADRON, drama: prod., Walter Wanger: 
dir.. Arthur Lubin: original screenplay by Norman 
Reilly Raine, from the Cosmopolitan story by C. Ss. 

) Cast: Robert St: 
Diana Barrymore, Jon Hall. Eddie Albert, Nigel | wey 
Evelyn Ankers. Leif Erikson, John Loder Edgar Bar- 
rier, Isobel Elsom. ae 








cocted a refreshing, laugh cartoon. | 
Strong on any progran re 
y program. | miniature, 


‘Victory Vittles’ (Pete Smith. | 
Metro, in color, 10 mins.)—Smith 
presents Polly Patterson doing jin- | Concerning a 


expensive meals that appear ap- 
petizing. Expertly made with 
enough gags to make worthwhile. 
‘The Early Bird Dood It’ (Color 
cartoon comedy, Metro, 9 mins.)— 
Husky-voiced worm tries to duck a 
prowling earlv bird’and sicks a cat 


priceless gift. 





| credits: 





‘The Greatest Gift’ (Carey Wilson | 

Metro, 
turization of the old French legend | 
juggler, 
freezing by monastery monks. who | 
| Offers his juggling art as his most | 
Story s 
monks working all winter making | €'S, recommended the organizations 
gifts for presentation to the Blessed | board of governors Monday (31) an 
| Virgin and how the juggler is so | 


Universal Pix in Production 

FOREVER YOURS, comedy-drama; prod.. Bruce 
Manning; asso. prod., Frank Shaw; screenplay by Bo: 
Ingster and Leo Townsend; original story by Sonya 
Levien; camera, Woody Bredell. Cast: Deanna Dur!in. 
Edmond O’Brien, Barry Fitzgerald, Arthur Treacher. 
Esther Dale, J. Frank Hamilton, Kim Wong. 

FLESH AND FANTASY, co-prods., Charles Bover 
and Julian Duvivier; dir., Julien Duvivier: no writing 
credits; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Charles Boyer. 
Edward G. Robinson, Barbara Stanwyck, Thomas 
Mitchell, Anna Lee, C. Aubrey Smith, Dame May 
Whitty, Edward Fielding, Burnu Acquanetta, Jun 
Lang. 

ARABIAN NIGHTS, romantic adventure in Techni- 
color, Walter Wanger production; dir., John Rawlins: 
no writing credits; camera, Milton Krasner. Cast: 
Jon Hall, Maria Montez, Sabu, Leif Erikson, Billy Gil. 
bert, Shemp Howard Edgar Barrier, Turhan Bey, 
John Qualen, Thomas Gomez, Charles Coleman. 

SHADOW OF A DOUBT, drama: an Alfred Hitch- 
cock production presented by Jack H. Skirball Produc- 
tions, Inc., for Universal release; prod., Jack H. Skir- 
ball; dir., Alfred Hitchcock: no writing credits: camera, 
Joseph Valentine. Cast: Teresa Wright, Joseph Cot- 
ten, Macdonald Carey. Patricia Collinge, Henry Travy- 
ers. Hume Cronyn, Wallace Ford, Edward Fielding, 
Sara Edwards, Edward Van Sloan, Nella Walker, Bran- 
don Rhodes, Ruth Lee, Minerva Urecal, Ed Stanley, 
Earl Dewey. Clarence Muse. 


SIN TOWN, melodrama; asso. prod., George Wagz- 
ner: dir.. Ray Enright; no writing credits: camera, 
George Robinson. Cast: Constance Bennett, Brod 
Crawtord, Anne Gwynne, Andy Devine, Leo Carrillo, 
Patric Knowles. Ward Bond, Clarence Muse, Oscar 
O'Shea, Neely Edwards, Edward Earle. 

NIGHTMARE, melodrama; prod., Dwight Taylor: 
dir.. Tim Whelan: no writing credits; camera, George 
Barnes. Cast: Diana Barrymore, Brian Donlevy. 

PASSING THE BUCK, comedy; asso. prod., Howard 
Benedict; dir.. Harold Young; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Charles Van Enger, Cast: The Ritz Brothers. 

PITTSBURGH, drama; prod., Robert Fellows; dir., 
Lewis Seiler; no writing credits; camera, not set. Cast: 
Marlene Dietrich, Randolph Scott, John Wayne. 

CORVETTES IN A‘“ION, melodrama; prod., How- 
ard Hawks: dir.. Richard Rosson; no writing credits; 
camera, Harry Perry. Cast: Robert Stack, Dick Foran, 
Patric Knowles. 


e 


Warners 


rromised Com- Shoot - Now 
"41-42 pleted ing Cutting Te ge 
BG sstdaseusss SO 32 t 9 i 
CO eee ry ‘ 2 0 0 0 2 
MIN ign eae 50 32 6 9 3 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 


ARSENIC AND OLD LACE, drama; asso. prod. and 
dir. Frank Capra: no writing credits; camera, Sol Po- 
lito. Cast: Cary Grant, Priscilla Lane, Raymond Mas- 
sey, Peter Lorre, Jack Carson, Josephine Hull, Jean 
Adair, John Alexander. 

THE HARD WAY, drama; prod., Jerry Waid: dir. 
Vincent Sherman; original, Irwin Shaw; screenplay, 
Daniel Fuchs and Peter Viertel; camera, James Wong 


Howe. Cast: Ida Lupino, Dennis Morgan, Joan Leslie, 
Jack Carson, Gladys George, 

THE CONSTANT NYMPH, crama; prod., Henry 
Blanke; dir.. Edmund Goulding; no writing credits; 


camera, Ernie Haller. Cast: Charles Boyer, Joan Fon- 
taine, Alexis Smith, Jean Muir, Peter Lorre, Brenda 
Marshall, Dame May Whittey. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON SLEPT HERE, comedy; 
prod., Jerry Wald; dir., William Keighley; no writing 
crediis; camera, Ernie Haller. Cast: Jack Benny, Ann 
Sheridan, Charles Coburn, William Tracy, Gig Young, 
Joyce Reynolds, John Emery, Franklin Pangborn, 
Hattie McDaniel 

YOU CAN’T ESCAPE FOREVER, drama; prod.-dir,, 
Jo Graham; no writing credits: camera, Tony Gaudio. 
Cast: George Brent, Brenda Marshall, Roscoe Karns. 

GENTLEMAN JIM, biography; prod., Robert Buck- 
ner; dir, Raoul Walsh; no writing credits; camera, Sid 


Hickox. Cast: Alexis Smith, Errol Flynn, Charles 
Dingle. 

CASABLANCA, drama; prod.,- Hal B. Wallis; dir. 
Michael Curtiz; no writing credits: camera, Arthur 
Edison. Cast: Ingrid Bergman, Humphrey Bogart. 

WATCH ON THE RHINE, drama; prod. Hal B. 


Wallis; dir.. Herman Shumlin:; no writing credits: cam- 
era, Merritt Gerstad. Cast: Bette Davis, Paul Lucas, 
Geraldine Fitzgerald, Lucile Watson. 

THE DESERT SONG, musical in Technicolor; prod., 
Robert Buckner; dir., Robert Florey; no writing credits; 
camera, Bert Glennon. Cast: Dennis Morgan, Irene 
Manning, Gene Lockhart, Faye Emerson, Jack La Rue, 
Lynne Overman. 

AIR FORCE, air saga; prod. Hal B. Wallis; 
Howard Hawks; no writing credits; camera. 
Gaudio, Cast: John Garfield, Gig Young, 
Tobias, John Ridgely. 

PRINCESS O’ROURKE, drama; prod., Hal B. Wallis; 
dir.. Norman Krasna; no writing credits: camera, Ernie 
Haller. Cast: Olivia de Havilland, Robert Cummings, 
eeareee Coburn, Jack Carson, Jane Wyman, Gladys 

ooper 

THE ADVENTURES OF MARK TWAIN, adventurer; 
prod., Jesse L. Lasky, dir., Irving Rapper; no writing 
camera, Sol Polito. Cast: Frederic March, 
Alexis Smith, Alan Hale, Billy Henry, Donald Crisp, 
Percy Kilbride, Robert Barrat, John Carradine. 

Warners Pix in Production 

THE EDGE OF DARKNESS, drama; prod., Henry 
Blanke; dir., Lewis Milestone; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Sid Hickox. Cast: Errol Flynn, Ann Sheridan, 
Walter Huston, Judith Anderson, Helmut Santine, 
Tonio Selevost, Roman Dohnen, Richard Fraser, Morris 


wisn! ASC to Join IBEW? 


Hollywood, Sept. i 
Fred Jackson, president of the 
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Delousing Central Europe 





‘Broadcasting for Democracy’ by Otto Friedmann has been pub- 


lished in England by Allen & Unwin. 


It seems not to be generally 


available in the United States. A review of it recently in the Christian 
Science Monitor excited considerable radio and public relations in- 


terest. 


It recommends an Allied General Council for Propaganda. 


The necessity for re-educating the Nazis (after they lose) is also 
emphasized because somebody must delouse Central Europe after the 


Nazis. 








11 DX Transmitters, Now Frozen, Will 





Give US. Heaviest Propaganda Weapon: 


Washington, Sept. 1 

Some 11 additional shortwave 
transmitters for the U. S. are in 
prospect. They'll supplement the 
14 now in operation, giving this 
country the facilities for the most 
intensive barrage of DX propaganda 
of any nation in the world. 

The transmitters are complete and 
have been in warehouses for months. 
They were built before the war for 
the British government by U. S. 
manufacturers. Stop-order went in 
after Dec. 8 on export of all such 
material and the equipment has 
been in storage ever since. 

Office of War Information and the 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs, the two outfits concerned with 
foreign broadcasting, have about de- 
termined to requisition the _ idle 
transmitters and put them to use. 
Only catch is that there is consid- 
erable supplementary equipment 
still to be built and priorities on 
materials probably will cause quite 
a hitch. 

New transmitters will be Govern- 
ment-operated, as the present 14 
s00n will be. Reps of the OWI and 
CIAA, accompanied by a Govern- 
ment attorney, are currently on a 
tour of the stations making deals to 
take them over. A variety of pro- 


posals are being considered, but it 
is generally believed that actual 


technical operation will remain with 
the present owners and the two 
Government propaganda agencies 
will only program them. 

OWI, which is concerned with 
pumping the U. S. viewpoint to Eu- 
rope, Asia, Africa and points in be- 
tween, will control 16 hours daily of 
the stations’ time, while the Inter- 
American Affairs Office, which deals 
only with the western hemisphere, 
will have the other eight hours. 
Divvy of time roughly will be mid- 
night to 4 p.m. each day for the 
OWI and 4 p.m. to midnight for the 
CIAA, 

CIAA has opposed taking 
operation of the stations. It 
been pushed into it, however, by the 


over 


OWI’s insistence and the necessity 
of the two Government agencies 
presenting a united front to the 


broadcasters, 
Te Monitor DX in South America 
Washington, Sept. 1. 
Varying reports on quality of 
shortwave reception in Latin Amer- 
ica during the past couple of years 
has determined the Office of Co- 
ordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs to set up its own monitoring 
units throughout the continent. It 
will have, for the first time, an ac- 
curate check on how well the 14 U.S. 
DXers are being received and the 


comparative strength of reception of | — % 
|a token of America's 
| for victory. 


Axis transmitters. 

CIAA plans to set up monitors at 
nine points. They will be provided 
with tape recording equipment and 
be capable of picking up two or 
three frequencies at once. In most 
Cases the Coordinator’s office won’t 
operate the monitor units itself, but 
will work in cooperation with estab- 
lished outfits. CIAA will provide 
the equipment, however, and pay 
any added help required. 

International Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. will operate the monitors 
in Buenos Aires, Rio, Recife and 
Santiago. All-American Cable & 
Radio will operate monitors at 
Bogota, San Juan and Lima. 
Venezuelan Posts and Telegraphs 
Department will handle that at 
Caracas, and the Director General of 
Telegraphs in Mexico that at Mexico 
City. 

Incidentally, as engineers continue 
‘9 fiddle with KWID, San Francisco, 





| Ted Collins 


Mary Dunleavy With R.&R. 


Mary Dunleavy has joined the 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency as assist- 
ant to Ted Fisher, time buyer. 

She was formerly with Erwin, 
Wasey & Co. 


POLITICS MAKE 
STRANGE BED 
FELLOWS 


Politics will make the Blue Net- 
work and Columbia bedfellows in a 
limited way. It will be just their 
N. Y. State hookups. Thomas E. 
Dewey, Republican candidate for 
Governor, will do a Monday evening 
chat for four weeks starting Oct. 5 
over every CBS and Blue station 
in the state simultaneously (7:15- 
7:30). 

The broadcasts will originate in a 
CBS studio in N. Y. and the Blue 
has agreed to accept Columbia's feed. 
Duane Jones was the agency that 
negotiated the time purchase. 


TED COLLINS HONORED 
FOR HIS AMERICANISM 


‘For his efforts through his radio 
program to inspire the American 
public with the will to win the war’ 
will be 

















awarded a 


scroll signifying the honor by the 
| Hon. James J. Gerard, former am- 


has | 





bassador to Germany and Honorary 


| Chairman of the ‘We Will Win Com- 
mittee’ of the American War Heroes | 


Foundation, Ine. This was. an- 
nounced by George Fecke, national 
director of the Committee, at na- 


| tional headquarters of the American 


War Heroes Foundation in N. Y. 
Collins is the first American citi- 
zen to be so honored. As result of 
the daily and weekly Kate Smith 
broadcasts produced by Collins, 
Fecke said millions of Americans are 
being filled with an indomitable will 
to win the war. The ‘We Will Win 
Committee’ is a citizen’s organiza- 
tion obtaining 30,000,000 signatures 
to be forwarded to the President as 





New Blue Affiliate 


KGHI, Little Rock, Ark., joins the 
Blue Network Jan. 12 as a part of the 
South Central group. 

The web’s list of affiliates 
adds up to 132. 





now 





reports of signal strength through- 
out the world improve. KWID, 
Government-financed, is the nation’s 
newest transmitter. It’s a 100,000- 
watter, but is still in the shakedown 
period and hasn’t reached full 
strength. 





* ————_ + 


NO FILM GUEoTS 
ON Ya SCHEDULE 








Leading Night-Time Pro- 
gram Agency, Once One 
of the Most Active on 
Coast, Without a Single 
Exclusively H’wood Show 


2 ‘THEATRES’ OUT 





Young & Rubicam will again this 
fall have more night-time network 
programs than any other agency, 
but for the first time in seven years 
the list will not contain a show 
whose policy calls for the regular 
guesting of film names, Last season 
the agency had two programs of such 
classification, ‘Silver Theatre’ and 
‘Screen Guild Theatre.’ Edward Mur- 
row, the news commentator from 
London, will continue for the In- 
ternational Silver Co, and the ‘Sil- 
ver Theatre’ goes on the shelf for 
the duration, while ‘We, the People’ 
remains with Gulf Oil for the fall 
and winter. Gulf had sponsored 
‘Screen Guild’ for three successive 
seasons, 

Next to J. Walter Thompson, 
Y & R was for years the most active 
ad-agency in Hollywood. As things 
now stand, it hasn’t a single show 
that has to originate from the west 
coast exclusively. When there are 
no picture commitments to inter- 
vene, Jack Benny and Eddie Cantor 
frequently broadcast from the east. 





~ AWAY-FROM-HWOOD CYCLE | 





D. C. Interest Softens M-G’s Radio 


Stance, So Lionel 


Barrymore Goes 


~— Inte Mayor of Our Town for Lever 





Central Control 





Washington, Sept. 1. 

By orders of Director William 
B. Lewis of the Office of War 
Information Radio Bureau, of- 
ficial spokesman concerning all 
matters relating to Government 
use of radio for domestic war 
propaganda is Douglas Meser- 
vey, deputy chief. 

Henceforth, others on Lewis’ 
rapidly expanding staff (which 
now numbers over 60) cannot 
talk with the press without 
Meservey’s permission. All 
queries must be ‘channelized’ 
through the former NBC of- 
ficial. 








CBS FOR MAG 
EXEC BERTH 


Lou Ruppel, CBS publicity direc- 
tor, has resigned as of Oct. 1 to be- 
come executive assistant to Thomas 
Beck, president of Crowell-Collier 
Publishing Co. According to report, 
Frank Stanton, CBS research and 
sales promotion head, is to be given 








(-P-P DROPPING 
TWO SERIALS 


‘Bachelor’s Children’ and ‘Story of 
Bess Johnson,’ currently on WEAF- 
NBC, will be dropped by Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet with their Sept. 25 
broadcasts. However, ‘Bachelor’s 
Children’ will be taken over imme- 








diately by Continental. Mills for 
Wonder Bread. Latter account now 
sponsors ‘Maudie’s Diary’ on CBS, 


lbut is dropping it with the Sept. 24| 
| 


Ted agency 


will 


episode. Bates is the 
for Continental Mills and 
|ceed Ward Wheelock on the 
lelor’s Children’ serial, which will 
imove to the 10:45-11 a.m. spot on 
| CBS with the change of sponsor- 
lship. Esty is the agency on the 

stanza. 


suc- 


i‘Bess Johnson’ 

| Bates has also bought another se- 
| rial, ‘The O’Neills,’ for Standard 
| Brands (Royal desserts) to start Oct. 
|5 in the 10:15-10:30 a.m. spot on a 
|126-station hookup on WEAF-NBC. 
|It’s packaged by Ed Wolf Associates 
‘and was last sponsored by Procter 
i& Gambie.- Other Bates 
|'which continue are ‘Hobby Lobby’ 
ifor Colgate and ‘Inner Sanctum’ for 


| Carter’s. 


‘CONRAD NAGEL TOPS 





‘eermivaion| READER'S DIGEST’ SHOW 2". 


Conrad Nagel will be narrator-lead 
on the new ‘Reader’s Digest’. program 
which Transamerican will produce 
for Campbell’s soup 9-9:30 p.m. Sun- 
days on CBS, starting Sept. 13. Lyn 


the chorus on the show, which will 
consist of short dramatized spots and | 
use guest names. 

Henry Heyward is directing and| 
William Spier, of the CBS staff, is} 
| working with Transamerican on the| 
| script. Wheelock is the agency. 


New MBS Addition | 


Station CKCL, Toronto, joined the | 











Robert Hudson, director of Roeky | 
Mountain Radio Council, Denver, put | 


'his annual report to press this week. 


Mutual network yesterday (Tueés- 
day ). 

Addition brings the number of | 
Mutual affiliates to 207. 


‘Bach- | 


shows i 


Murray will do the score and supply | 
| 


the added duties of publicity chief 
and elected to a vice-presidency of 
the company. The action is expect- 
ed at today’s (Wednesday) meeting 
of the CBS board of directors. 

In announcing Ruppel’s resigna- 
tion yesterday (Tuesday), Columbia 
stated that George Crandell, Rup- 
pel’s assistant, would be acting pub- 
| licity director pending the appoint- 
ment of a permanent successor. At 
|Crowell-Collier it was stated that 
| Ruppel’s duties as assistant to Beck 
| would be of a general executive 
| nature 

Ruppel, former managing 
of the Chicago Times, 





editor 


mored as* leaving to take various | 
| Other jobs on several occasions since 
lhe joined CBS more than three 
|years ago. One of the most recent 
such reports was to the effect that 
he would become assistant to Elmer 
|Davis, head of the Office of War 


| Information. 


PHIL BAKER WILL TAKE 
QUIZ SHOW TO COAST 


' 





Phil Baker takes his Eversharp 


‘Double-or-Nothing’ radio show to 
f 


1. 7 y cy _ 
Hollywood for Coast emanation in 


a couple of months 

Co-star of ‘Priorities,’ which opens 
‘in Philadelphia next week for a 
fortnight, will travel to Baltimore 


vaude revue, 
thereafter to 
emcee adio commercial from 
the West. Vic Knight, producer for 
Milton Biow on the airshow, goes 
West with it. 


New Texas Sponsors 


i Pittsburgh with the 
ops out 
q 








San Antonio, Sept. 1. 
Texas Maid Shortening will spon- 


| sor three quarter-hour newscasts per 


week by KTSA newscaster, Charles 
C. Shaw, each Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday mornings, beginning 
today (Tuesday). 
by air, a big cash consumer contest 
is also being staged. 

Universal Mills of Fort Worth will 
sponsor a series of three quarter- 


|} hour news programs per week over 


station KTSA each Monday, Wednes- 
day and Friday. Airings will fea- 
ture Charles C. Shaw. 


+ 
vv 


RUPPEL QUITS 


has been ru- | 


Besides the news | 


Lionel Barrymore debuts in the 
7-7:30 p.m. period on NBC this Sun- 
day (6) for without any 
strings being tied to his service as 
far as the M-G-M 
cerned. It's a 39-week 
agreement with options for two 
years and the closing of the deal by 
the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency for 
Lever marks a sharp reversal of a 
long-held Metro policy. M-G-M, re- 
acting to exhibitor sentiments, did 
not previously fancy the idea of its 
contract stars appearing on a regu- 
lar radio series. R.&R., in this case, 
received no little assistance from 
Washington, since the Barrymore se- 
ries, ‘Mayor of Our Town,’ will con- 
cern itself in a major way with war. 
time civilian problems and morals. 

In striving to break down Metro’s 
opposition, the R & R agency was 
working against time. It was anxious 
to get a replacement as quickly as 
possible for ‘The Remarkable Miss 
Crandall’ series. The latter program 
started out as ‘The Remarkable Miss 
Tuttle’ nine weeks ago and after its 
second week ran into a snag when 
the star, Edna 


Rinso 


studio is con- 


regular 


Mae Oliver, was 
forced to retire because of illness. 
Mary Boland was substituted, but 


Lever and the agency, after several 
weeks, were of the opinion that the 
original characterization as devised 
by the scriptists, Howard Harris and 
Martin Gosch, fitted Miss Oliver 
much more than it did Miss Boland. 

Jack Benny is due back in the 
Sunday 7 o’clock spot for General 
Foods Oct. 7, so that after four weeks 
of it in that time Barrymore will 
take up in the Wednesday 9:30-10 
p.m. segment which Lever has re- 
served on CBS. The previous half- 
hour will be filled by another Lever 
name, Bob Burns. 

After R & R learned that Barry- 
more was available, it found that 
Metro would not permit the star to 
take a long-term contract, but would 
restrict him to 13-week period with 
| the right to renew being chiefly in- 
vested in the studio. 





SWAN'S DOUBLE 
LAUGH RATIONS 


——— 





| Swan Soap (Lever Bros.) will have 
two comedy programs, Burns and 
Allen and Tommy Riggs, on the air 
this fall. Riggs, who has been pinch- 
| hitting for B & A this will 
Friday 7:30-8 p.m. spot on 
NBC starting Sept. 11 
Burn: Allen will 
Tuesday 9-9:30 period on 


summer 
ee 
nave tne 
and have the 
CBS. 


STORER QUITS BLUE 
FOR OWN PRODUCTIONS 


Douglas F. Storer has resigned as 
commercial program head of the 
| Blue network to devote full time to 
| his outside program production of- 
| fice, 
| He continued the latter activity 
during his association with the Blue. 





Henry Carlton Into Army 





Henry Fisk Carlton, president of 
the Radio Writers Guild and mem- 
ber of the Writers War Board, is 
| leaving shortly tor a commission in 
‘the Army. 
| Paul Gallico and Jack Goodman, 
of Simon & Schuster, are new mem- 
bers of Writers War Board. 
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Petrillo Waiting for Radio, Recorders 
To Come to Him, but They Wait On 


Courts; Frisco Tempest Subsides: 


#\ 





ve 


As the first month of the ban im- 
posed by the American Federation 
of Musicians on phonograph record 
and transcription library work came 
to an end, the recording element was 
more strongly inclined than ever to 


make no approach to James C. Pe- 
trillo, AFM prez, and look to the 
courts for a settlement of the issue. 
Associates of Petrillo describe him 
as not being in the least disturbed 
by the avalanche of newspaper crit- 


NAB’s Special P.A. 


The firm of Baldwin & Mer- 
mey has been retained on a fee 
basis by the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters to handle 
the publicity work in connection 
with the Petrillo fight. N.A.B. 
meantime has opened a N. Y. 
office at 535 Fifth Avenue. 

Baldwin & Mermey handled 
McKesson & Robbins for a time. 














icism inspired by the union’s con- 
troversy with the commercial users 
of recorded music, Petrillo, who was 
recently given a vote of complete 
confidence by the AFM’s executive 
board, is reported as certain that the 
stalemate will be broken within the 
month and that delegations of broad- 
casters and coin-machine operators 
as well as recorders will come call- 
ing on him. 

The broadcasters are hopeful that 
an aroused public opinion will figure 
pctently in their favor during the 
litigation against the AFM, which is 
new pending in the Chicago federal 
court. The anti-trust suit brought 
by the U. S. Department of Justice is 
to be argued Sept. 16. The court 
will at that time pass not only on 
the Government’s petition for an in- 
junction against the AFM, but on the 
Federation's motion for a dismissal 
of the anti-trust charges. 





San Francisco Echo 
San Francisco, Sept. 1. 

San Francisco was treated to a 
niomentary echo of the national hub- 
bub over the AFM’s ban on record- 
ings when the S. F. Examiner pub- 
lished a story that James C. Petrillo 
had ordered KGEI, General Electric’s 
shortwave station here, not to tran- 
scribe any network programs for re- 
broadeast to soldiers in the Pacific 
without the okay of the union, but 
that the station intended to defy the 
order. Eddie Love, secretary of the 
S.F. musicians local, later pointed 
out that it has been a rule of the 
AFM for a long time to require sta- 
tions to obtain permission for such 
recordings. His inference was that 
an old arrangement had been distort- 
ed to build up a newspaper case 
against the union in the current con- 
troversy. 

In a formal statement issued by 
KGEI under the name of Robert S. 
Peare, manager of GE’s broadcasting 
enterprises, it was said that the com- 
pany had no intention of entering 
into a controversy over Petrillo’s re- 


cent nationwide ban on recording 
and that the latter, as GE under- 
siood it. had no bearing on KGEI 


programs, which are strictly short- 


wave 


PLANE FACTORY 
GOING ON AIR 


Lockheed Aviation Corp. will soon 








f}among the 


HARVEY QUITS PROGRAM 
POST AT KDKA, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 1. | 

Fd Harvey, who came back to} 
Pittsburgh three months ago as pro- 
gram director for KDKA, has re- 


signed his berth at the Westinghouse 
stution for an as yet unannounced 
spot with a Baltimore outlet. Differ- 
ences of policy with local manage- 
ment resulted in resignation of 
Harvey, who left a similar berth at 
WCAE here several years ago to go 
with Hearst broadcasting setup in 
New York. 

No successor to Harvey has yet 
been named. Understood overtures 
have been made to Bill Beal, former 
continuity writer at KDKA, but he 
is reluctant to give up a transcrip- 
tion business he has built up locally 
since leaving station. Another possi- 
bility was Bob Shields, of announc- 
ing staff, but his appointment is 
doubtful. 


Lynn Waldorf, Powers 
On Grind Show From Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 1. 

‘Inside of Football,’ a new pro- 
gram featuring Lynn Waldorf, 
Northwestern U. football coach, and 
Francis Powers, sports columnist, 
started this week, broadcasting 
Mon., Wed., and Fri., 10:30 to 10:45 
p.m., CWT., over WMAQ. 

Sponsor of the new show is the 


Enimco Insurance Co., of South 
Bend. Program was placed through 


MacDonald-Cook Co., of that city. 


TOO BUSY FOR BIRTHDAY 








WW4J, Detroit, Lets 22d Anni Pass! 

Without Celebration | 

Detroit, Sept. 1. | 

For the first time in 12 years, Sta-| 

tion WWJ here failed to observe its | 
birthday—its 22d, which 

oldest among the 

mercial stations. 


pass without a special program, sta- 
tion executives announced: ‘In this 
year of 1942 everyone at WWJ is 
much too busy with procuring man- 
power for the armed forces, selling 
War Bonds, developing civilian de- 








buy a quarter hour on either NBC}; 


or CBS for an institutional show. 

Don Belding, the Lord & Thomas | 
agency’s executive v.p. in Los An- | 
geles, currently in New York} 
working on the proposition. 





Paley Due Back From 
England Sept. 17: Getting | 
Closeup of War Conditions 





William S. Paley, who arrived in 
England last Friday (28), figures on 
getting back to the States around 
Sept. 17. Paley had been planning | 
for some time to go abroad so that 
he, because of his status in the radio | 
programming field, could obtain! 
some firsthand experience in war- 
time living, psychology and broad- 
casting. 

While in Britain Paley is meeting 
with the British Broadcasting Corp. | 
authorities, his own local staff and | 
representatives of the various Amer- | 
ican armed services on such matters | 
as how programs could be broadcast | 
to or from our troops abroad without | 

ining counter to the necessities of | 

security. 


i casion 


fense and all the manifold ramifica- 
ions of the- war effort to think of 
celebrating.’ 


Another Promotion 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 1. 

Harold Goldstein, who started at 
WCAE as an office boy just 10 years 
ago, is the new head of the con- 
tinuity department at the Hearst 
station. Leonard Kapner, general 
manager, announced the appoint- 
ment over the weekend. Goldstein 
replaces Phil Davis, who shoved off 
for the Army last week just after 
returning from his honeymoon with 
the former Kay Conners, of WCAE 
program stafi . 

Goldstein lately has been a jack- 
of-all-trades of WCAE, doubling as 
a continuity man, production aide, 
program counsellor and even on oc- 
as an announcer. He takes 
over his new post today (1). 





Leonard Louis Levinson, former 
reporter and script writer, has been | 
named assistant to Nat Wolff, chief 
of the Hollywood branch of the Of-| 
fice of War Information Radio Bu-| 


| reau. 


ut it |; 
puts t ington, 


com- | 


| Proving Grounds, 


In letting Aug. 20, the anniversary, | section. 





j 
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| 
i 


| 
| 


|drich Family’ (General Foods) will| 


Ann Corio’s Radio Strip 
For Gilbert’s WHN Bonds 


Radio’s first strip-tease will come 
off Friday (4) during Dick Gilbert's 
daily platter program at WHN (l- 
2:30 p.m.) when guest-star Ann 
Corio will do her specialty in the 
N. Y. studio to stimulate the sale 
of War Bonds. The peeler will re- 
move a garment or ornament every 
time she or Gilbert receives a war 
bond pledge over their direct-wire 
phones. 

To everyone who buys a bond 
during her p. a., Miss Corio will send 
an autographed photo a la Minsky, 
plus a signed garter. 

The stunt of accepting pledges ‘in 
person’ over the phone during Gil- 
bert’s disc jockeying has proved so 
successful that the idea is now In 
its third week, although originally 
planned for only 10 days. During 
this time Gilbert and guest-stars 
Sammy Kaye, Dick Todd, Ruth 
Lowe, Vincent Lopez, Gladys Shel- 
ley, Sam Donahue, Margo, Johnny 
Long, Fausto Curbello and Gloria 
Swanson have sold more than $50,000 
worth of bonds. This week’s guests 
include Sammy Kaye (repeat), Bea 
Wain, Harry James, and Xavier 
Cugat, in addition to Miss Corio, 


Reaching Femme 
War Workers Via 
New Govt. Show 


Detroit, Sept. 1. 

‘Women Shoulder Arms,’ a series 
of combination recorded-and-live 
interviews between war heroes and 
femme war workers, started Friday 
(28) over CKLW, local outlet of 
Mutual and CBC, as a presentation 
of the War Department. Shows air 
mid-afternoon Fridays and are re- 
peated the following midnight and 


‘ 











pre-dawn, being aimed at femme 
war workers, 
Produced in Washington, the 


original programs are merely one- | 
sided interviews with the war 
heroes speaking one side of the con- 
versations to imaginary other par- 
ticipants. As the shows work out, a 
gal worker in a war plant is taken 
to the studio, where she hears one 
of the records, works out her own 
interpolated responses to the hero’s 
lines and then goes on the air, Com- 
plete interview with the two prin- 
cipals is recorded off the air and is 
later rebroadcast at the midnight 
and early-morning hours to catch | 
listeners who are working at the| 
earlier periods. 
Among the principals — 
so far been recorded in original | 
interview spiels are a flyer who par- | 
| 

} 


who 


ticipated in the Tokyo bombing. a 
pilot with the Ferry Command, an 


{ 4 roo tr m.W4 ana a marl 
Army nurse irom DHDataah, ana a giri 
|'who tests artillery at the Aberdeen | 


Andre Baruch, of 
the Quartermaster Corps in Wash- 
announces the recordings, 
which are produced by Ann Barley, 
of the War Department radio 


Understood that if the series 
draws a sizeable audience in Detroit, 
it will be extended to stations in 
other industrial venters, 


4) “ALDRICH 
ROAD COS. 


‘The Al-| 











Transcribed versions of 


be carried this season on from 40 
to 50 stations as supplementary to 
the NBC hookup. The idea of using 
such off-the-line recordings a week 
or so later after the network broad- 
cast was tested out on several sta- 
tions last season, 

Young & Rubicam is the agency. 





Maguire Pilots Kyser 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
Arnold Maguire, for the past three 
years NBC contact on the Kay 











Kyser Luckies program, takes over 
when Ed Cashman shoves east to 
head Lord & Thomas radio depart- 
ment there. 

Maguire has been producing Blue | 


network programs. 


Blue Net Plugs Petrillo 





ave quite a 


The Blue a 
eration of 


of the American 


lug to James C. Petrillo, president 


usicians, last Saturday (29), even 


though the broadcasting industry is arrayed against him on the re- 


cording ban situation. 


The event in which Petrillo got mention was 


the ‘Band Jamboree’ phase of ‘Bond Night on the Blue.’ 

After telling about the long list of name orchesfras that would 
participate in the remote pickups for the next four hours, the Blue 
announcer stated: ‘We have James OC. Petrillo, president of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians, to thank for all the bands we will hear.’ 




















Sen. Clark's Request for Probe 


Of Petrillo No Indication That 
He Dislikes Radio Networks Less 





4 


‘THUS WE LIVE, RED 
CROSS PITCH, FOLDING 


‘Thus We Live,’ Thursday and Fri- 
day morning series on CBS, spon- 
sored by General Mills for the Red 
Cross, folds with the Sept. 25 broad- 
cast. The account hasn’t decided 
whether to extend ‘Hymns of All 
Churches,’ now heard Monday, Tues- 
day and Wednesday mornings in the 
same 9:45-10 a.m. spot, the other two 
days. B. B D. & O. is the agency 
on ‘Thus We Live,’ and Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert, Chicago, the 
agency on ‘Hymns’ 

Katharine and Adele Seymour, co- 
scripters of “Thus We Live,’ will con- 
tinue their other General Mills se- 
ries, ‘Light of the World,’ produced 
by Transamerican on NBC for 
B-S-H. 


WOXR Ups Capital Stock 
Per Deal With Time Mag 


Albany, Sept. 1. 

Interstate Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
owner and operator of WQXR, N. Y., 
has increased its capital stock, ac- 
cording to papers filed with the Sec- 
retary of State. 

The number of preferred shares 
has been doubled from 3,000 to 6,000 
at $25 per share, while the common 
stock, of no par value, has been 
upped from 1,500 to 3,000 shares, 

Change in capital stock was in 
line with the station’s recent deal 
with Time Magazine, giving that 











publication a block of WQXR stock | 


in return for the Time tieup. 





Helen Walpole Moves to ‘Second 


Husband’ for B-S-H 


Helen Walpole, who only last week 
was shifted from the scripting of 
‘Our Gal Sunday’ to ‘Backstage 
Wife,’ has again been reassigned, this 
time to replace Ruth Borden as 
writer of ‘Second Husband.” Mi 
Borden moves over to the ‘Backstage 
Wife’ authorship. Miss Walpole also 
cor.tinues her other assignment as 
writer of ‘Stella Dallas,’ and ‘Our Gal 
Sunday’ is now scripted by Jane 
Pierce. All the serials are produced 
by Air Features for Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency, New York. 

‘Sunday’ and ‘Second Husband’ are 
ou CBS for Anacin (American Home 
Products) and Bayer aspirin (Sterling 
Products), respectively. ‘Backstage 
Wife’ and ‘Stella Dallas’ are on NBC 
for Dr. Lyons toothpaste and Phil- 
lips magnesia (both Sterling Prod- 
ucts), respectively. ‘Backstage’ orig- 
inétes in Chicago, the others in New 


York. 


Rikodashee at Y&R 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Paul Rickenbacher has _ joined 
Young & Rubicam talent department 
and will work in New York under 
Hubbell Robinson. He recently left 
J. Walter Thompson, where he was 
aide to Dan Danker, 

Another Y & R appointment is 
that of Glenhall Taylor as manager 
of the Hollywood office. 
O’Meara continues as business man- 








ager and Taylor will concentrate 
on production. 
Gainesville, Fla. — Fred Pierce 


Hamilton, of WRUF staff, has been 
commissioned a lieutenant in the 
naval 


reserve 





Washington, Sept. 1. 

Senator D. Worth Clark’s resolution 
calling for an immediate senate in- 
vestigation of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians’ order forbidding 
members to make further recordings 
or transcriptions for non-private use 
is hardly to be interpreted as a 
change of heart in the Idaho sena- 
tor’s attitude toward the radio net- 
works. His feelings toward the 
large chains has been none too 
friendly. When he introduced his 
investigation resolution Thursday 
(27) he made it clear as he took 
the floor that he wasn’t worried 
about how the networks would be 
affected by James Caesar Petrillo’s 
order. ‘So far as the radio indus- 
try is concerned, the larget net- 
works will be able to take care of 
themselves,’ he stated. 

In asking for a senate interstate 
commerce committee investigation 
of what he termed ‘the whole ne- 
farious racket,’ Senator Clark said 
he was thinking of (1) ‘the little 
radio stations in Idaho, Iowa, Mon- 
tena, South Carolina and elsewhere, 
a great deal of whose program time 
must necessarily be devoted to so- 

(Continued on page 40) 


HILL LOSES OIL, 





GETS J&J SHOT 


—_— 


Edwin €. Hill, who formerly 
worked for the American Oil Co., is 
replacing Dorothy Kilgallen for 
Johnson & Johnson in the Tuesday 
6:15-6:30 spot on CBS. Young & 
Rubicam is the agency, and the date 
the change takes effect is Sept. 8. 

Hill, who once ranked among the 
major money news commentators, 
did three quarter-hours a week for 


| Amoco, 


ARMY INVITE CANCELS 
TARONTO’S COAST TREK 


Al Taronto, time buyer for the 
Ted Bates agency, checked with his 
draft board last week about leaving 
town for a business trip. When 
asked how far he expected to go, 
Taronto mentioned the west coast. 
A couple minutes later Taronto 
learned that such a trip was out. His 
call on the board had been a sheer 
coincidence. It wa 
him over for a 
tion. He’s s] 
duction, 

Taronto has a 
months-old child. 


about to invite 
physical examina- 
ited for October in- 
wife and a four- 
Mrs. Taronto is 


| planning to return to her old job in 


Carroll | 





| He was discharged by a 


the radio department of the B. B. D. 
& O. agency. 

Ed Small, Bates’ chief media 
buyer, is making the Coast trip in- 


stead. It’s in connection with a test 
campaign on Carter's Little Liver 
Pills. 





Gabber Gives Air Raid 
Wardens Too Much Gab 


Philadelphia, Sept. 1. 
Ham Dalton, radio commentator, 
was pinched last week when he 
called two air raid wardens ‘a couple 
of punks’ as they asked him to fina 
shelter during an air raid alert 
Dalton, who is the city administra- 
tion’s spokesman on the air, wa 
lodged in a cell for a couple of hou! 





magistrat 


‘after he apologized to the warde! 
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VARIETY, NEWa 
DOMINATE oKEL 


——__ — 


Agency’s 14 Night - Time 
Network Shows This Sea- 
son Will Include Six 
Revues — Four Programs 


to Deal With News 





BUT NO QUIZZES 


What might be regarded as a trend 
in commercial network entertain- 
ment for the coming season are the 
comparative frequency of 
program types on the fall list of the 
Young & Rubicam agency. Y.&R. is 
pretty much recognized in the trade 
as being quite hep, if not the bell- 
wether, in determining the latest 
popular fancies in radio diversion. 

Of the 14 night-time network 
shows that Y.&R. will pilot on the 
network this fall, six are variety pro- 
grams. four deal with news, one is 
a comedy sketch, one _ rates as 
straight dramatic fare, another one 
specializes in semi-classical music 
and the final one is a public par- 
ticipation stanza. There are no quiz 
shows on the Y.&R. list. During the 
summer spell of 1940. Y.&R. had 
five quiz events. In 1941, the quiz 
sked dropped to three. 

The Y.&R. list will contain th 
one more variety setup ony 
vailed a year ago. Tommy Riggs is 
the newcomer and the other Y.&R. 
variety names are Jack Benny, Ed- 
die Cantor, Burns and Allen, Kate 
Smith and Ed Gardner ° (Duffy’s 
Tavern). The news programs will 
consist of William Shirer (Sanka), 
Edward Murrow (Iniernatioyal Sil- 
ver Co.), Edwin C. Hill (Johnson & 
Johnson) and ‘March of Time’ (Time 
Magazine). The ‘Aldrich Family’ 
(General Foods) is the comedy 
sketch, while ‘Manhattan at Mid- 
night’ (Cummer Products) is the 
straight dramatic show. The Celan- 
ese Corp. underwrites the stanza 
with the semi-classical music, and 
Gulf Oil has the public participa- 
tion package, ‘We, the People.’ 

Y.&R.’s Director Lineup 


certain 


; fall 
pre- 


Stan Joseloff, talent buyer for 
Young & Rubicam. shifts to the 
agency’s staff and succeeds Bob 


Welch as director of the Eddie Can- 
tor program when it returns Sept. 30 
to its Wednesday night spot on 
WEAF-NBC for Bristol-Myers. 
Welch moves over to direct the Jack 
Benny show for General Foods for 
the same agency. Joseloff’s successor 
as talent buyer hasn’t been named. 
Young & Rubicam director assign- 
ments, which have been uncertain be- 
cause of the departure and threat- 
ened departure of several men into 





the service, were completed last 
week, at least for the present. Be- | 
sides Welch’s move-over to the Ben- | 
ny program, others are Glenhall 
Taylor to the Tommy Riggs show, | 
probably Austin Peterson to ‘Second | 
Mrs. Burton,’ Francis van Hartes- 
velt to ‘Aldrich Family,’ § Sam Fuller 
to ‘Duffy’s Tavern,’ George McGar- | 
rett to the Kate Smith show, Adrian | 
Samish and Sandy Stronach to| 
‘March of Time,’ Dave Levy to ‘We, 
the People,’ McGarrett to ‘Battle of 
the Sexes’ (with Walter Gorman as- 
Sisting and slated to take over in 
mid-September), Joe Hill to ‘Great 
Moments of Music’ and ‘Manhattan 
at Midnight,’ and Ralph Butler as 





assistant to Hi Brown on ‘Bulldog | 
Drummond.’ 
Harry Ackerman and Jack van 


Nostrand are production supervisors 
for the agency. 





Dorothy Roberts Quits B-S-H 
Chicago, Sept. 1. 
Dorothy Roberts, associate of 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert on the 
Oxydol account for Procter & Gam- 
ble, has resigned. 
Miss Roberts joins Montgomery 





Ward as assistant to A. T. Scott, ad- | 
vertising director of the retail divi- 
Sion here, 


Y&R’S NEW PROGRAM TREND | 





Hillbilly Back 


Cincinnati, Sept. 1. 
Bradley Kincaid, his guitar and 
mountain folk songs, return to 


WLW Sept. 7 after an absence of 10 
years. 

Phil Brito, crooner, last week re- 
newed with WLW for a second six- 
month period. He is heard four 
times weekly on the midnight Moon 
River series, and once a week on 
his own Ballads By Brito show, sup- 
ported by Joe Lugar’s staff orch. 





KNODEL V.-P. OF F. & P. 


Chicago, Sept. 1. 

J. W. Knodel was this week elected 
vice-president of Free & Peters, Inc., 
and sales manager of the Chicago 
office. 

Knodel, with F. & P. for the past 
five years, was elevated from the 
sales department. 





Blind Singer Chuck Collins 
To Tour School Circuit 


Seattle, Sept. 1. 

Chuck Collins, blind radio song- 
ster and commentator, who has 
been broadcasting a daily 15 min- 
utes, ‘Collins Calling,’ over KOMO, 
as left to join the National School 
Assemblies and will tour six west- 
ern states—Colorado, Montana, Kan- 
sas, Washington, Oregon and Cali- 
fornia — entertaining in grammar 
and highschools. Starts in Missoula, 
Mont., Sept. 9. 

Collins does his own scripts on a 
Braille typewriter and_ transcribes 
them later on a regular machine. 
He has been at KOMO for the past 
five years. 

Stamford, Conn. — John Reilly 
left chief engineer’s job at WSRR 
to join WABC in N. Y. 








| 


Oakite Buying Spots 





Oakite is buying one-minute an- 
nouncement and participation spots 
in numerous eastern markets 

Calkins & Holden is the agency. 





News Replaces Lunch 
Chicago, Sept. 1. 
Deciding that war news is the up- 


radio listeners, Triangle Restaurants 
last week replaced variety show 
‘What’s Cookin,’ 
every Mon., Wed. and Fri. from 9:30 | 
to 10 p.m., with a Mon.-through-Fri. 
news broadcast. 

New news commentary is 
nounced by Guy Wallace and Jimmy | 


Dudley, who alternate in giving the | 


| facts. 


|easting reported yesterday 
day) that night-time listening in July 
permost thought in the minds of most | 


been in July ’41, 
heard on WCFL listening continued 


an- | 


P.M. LISTENING 
UP; DAYS OFF 





Co-operative Analysis of Broad- 
(Tues- 


of this year was higher than it had 
but that daytime 
downward 
night-time 


its 


jtrend. The upbeat in 


listening during July was 6.4% while 


the letdown 
was 1.5% 

The nighttions index this July 
19.9 and the daytime, 12.6. 


in daytime attention 


was 











“MANAGEMENT MUST 
MAKE THE PATTERN 
_FIT THE CLOTH” 


says JOSEPH D. NELSON, 


Executive Vice President, 


THE ANDREW JERGENS COMPANY & 


“It goes without saying that advertising is a funda- 


mental part of modern merchandising. 


If, then, 


advertising is an essential in time of peace, it is 
most certainly an indispensable ingredient of busi- 
ness in time of war. Neither can change the under- 
lying values of advertising, though war, as we have 
seen in England, may reduce its volume and alter 


its use. 


“As I see it, the job of management under present 
conditions, is to make the pattern fit the cloth— 
to use advertising as a task force where, when, 


and as needed. 
“It would be folly to 


say that all companies 





should spend as much for advertising as in normal 


times. 


Changing conditions should influence any 


decision te keep present budgets, retrench, or even 
expand. It is the provinee—and the responsibility 
— of management to evaluate these changing con- 
ditions and project advertising appropriation and 


function to meet them. 


“I cannot say how much we will be spending for 
advertising a year from now. I can say that we will 
keep our plans and policies flexible to meet chang- 
ing conditions brought about by war in precisely 
the same manner we keep them fluid to meet chang- 
ing competitive conditions in time of peace.” 


3% To the great names in American business whose continued advertising is « flaming symbol of faith 


in America’s future... 


whose fortitude in fofal war adds another shout of defiance fo the enemies 


of free American enterprise and democracy .. . this space is dedicated by The Nation's Station. 
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KSTP Gets Local Sponsor for Minn. U 


Grid; 2 Other Stations Not Yet Set 





Minneapolis, Sept. 1. | 

KSTP is first of the Twin City | 
stations broadcasting the University | 
of Minnesota football games from | 
the Stadium to sell its football show, | 


having just closed a deal, the latest 
on record for this type of program 
Purchaser is an oi] outfit, too, the 
W. H. Barber Co.. a local concern. 
WCCO and _-WLOL report their} 
shows ‘just about sold,’ with only | 
the contracts’ inking remaining, | 
while WTCN says it is negotiating 
with several prospects. In addition 
to WLB, U. of Minnesota station, 
which has no sponsored shows, they 
are the only ones that broadcast the 
games. 

This area is one of the hottest in| 
the entire U. S. on football. The 
gridiron shows always have been the 
easiest to sell and, up to this sea- 
son, the deals were set early. With- 
drawal of most of the oil companies 
from. the market because of motor- 
ing curtailment lessened the demand 
for the shows this time and, instead 
of the potential buyers coming to the 
stations eager to grab them up, as 
hitherto, the stations have had to 
go out and sell them. As air shows 
go, they’re expensive. 

University of Minnesota charges 
nothing for the broadcasting privi- 
lege which is extended to all the 
stations, but it permits no commer- 
cials during the games or between 
the halves. The sponsors’ plugs are 
included in the shows immediately 
preceding and following the games. 

KSTP, for example, puts on a 15- 
minute preview of the game in its 
studio, giving lineups and telling 
facts about the teams and the play- 
ers, etc. Then it goes to the Sta- 
dium for the game, after which it 
returns to the studio for a three- 
quarter of an hour show carrying 
the commercial message. On this 
latter show are interviews with 
coaches, players and sports writers, 
descriptions of the game’s highlights, 
an analysis and the nation’s football 
scores. 

The KSTP contract with the Bar- 


| 
| 
| 
| 





+ 





Is This H’wood? 


Kansas City, Sept. 1. 

Eddie Edwards, sound effects 
man at KMBC here, was told re- 
cently that he vas to handle the 
effects for a dedicatory broad- 
cast from the new Midwest 
Signal Corps school at Camp 
Crowder, Mo. Edwards hastily 
gathered a smal] truck-load of 
props and drove at once to the 
Army training center, 140 miles 
south. 

Several hours later, he drove 
back over the 140-mile route, 
after having ‘worked’ a single 
split-second effect, a door close. 


——— 








ber company also includes a feed | 
to eight other stations—Fargo and 
Bismarck, N. D., and Duluth, Hib- 
bing, Virginia, Mankato, St. Cloud 
and Rochester, Minn. Halsey Hall, 
Star Journal sports writer, and 
Brooks Henderson, KSTP announcer, 
will handle the mike. 

WMIN passes up the University 
of Minnesota contests, but broadcasts 
all the St. Paul high school football 
games exclusively, with Cvok’s, a 
St. Paul men’s wear store, sponsor- 
ing. Minneapolis high school games 
are not broadcast. It’s WMIN’s sec- 
ond successive season in the high 
schoo! football field. 


STANDARD RELEASES 
‘MYSTERY’ TO MORSE 


Standard Brands has given Carl- 
ton Morse, writer, a complete re- 
lease from the options it held on ‘I 
Love a Mystery.” Morse, in turn, has 
named the Blue Network agent for 
this particular script show. 

The food packer debuted the mys- 
tery as an evening five-time-a- 
weeker in October, 1939, and about 
a year and a half later the package 
was down to a weekly half-hour. 











— 
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'2.S.C. STATIONS MOVE 
INTO NEW HOME SOON 





Spartanbury, S. C., Sept. 1. 
Spartanburg Advertising Co., will 
| move its two stations, WSPA and 
| WORD, into a new $75,000 home 
| here shortly Entire 8,000 square 
| feet of the new layout is air-condi- 
tioned. Building, a solid three-story 
all-white unit, is constructed in 
classic Gothic style and located in 
heart of uptov'n business section. 
Completion of project follows re- 
cent completion of $50,000 WSPA 
transmitter station. 

Both stations are major networked, 
WSPA is CBS and WORD is Blue. 
WSPA was purchased from Virgil 
Evans, founder, by the _ present 
owner. WORD was subsequently 
organized and launched. A. B. Tay- 
lor, Spartanburg industrialist, is 
president of Spartanburg Advertis- 





Army Draft Taking 


ing Co. Walter Brown, former 
Washington aewspaperman, manages 
stations. 





‘Women in White 


Smack the Axis With Glamor 


| Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
Glamor as the most potent weapon to drive axis propaganda out of 
| the Latin Americas was the order of the day prescribed for Holly wood 
| by Pat Weaver, assistant radio chief for Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs. Addressing a group of radio execs at a luncheon, Weaver 
explained that South Americans are glamor-conscious and Hollywood, 
being the world’s glamor capital should ftood the Latin republics 
with programs peopled by film stars of the glamorous order. In that 
way set owners to the south would be weaned away from the axis 
propagandists. , 
Weaver suggested entertainment, live and recorded, with propa- 
ganda of our own. He*was pledged 100% cooperation, which will be 
carried out by Jack Runyon, Coast radio head of Inter-American 
Affairs. Weaver is cleaning up his affairs preparatory to joining 


CL OUTGAT Gis OLD GOLD BUYS 
N.Y. PRO GRID 
ON WHN 


Lou Cowan is now acting adminis- 
trative head of the N. Y. office of 

Old Gold, sponsor of the Brooklyn 
Dodger baseball games on WHN, 




















Off Air Sept. 25 


Chicago, Sept. 1. 

‘Woman in White,’ Irna Phillips 
serial for Procter & Gamble (Oxy- 
dol), goes off the air with the Sept. 
25 broadcast. Its 1:15-1:30 p.m. spot 
on CBS will be filled by a repeat 
of ‘Ma Perkins,’ regularly heard at 
3:15-3:30 p.m. on NBC, also for the 
same sponsor and product. Orin 
Tovrov is the author of ‘Ma Perkins.’ 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Chicago, 
is the agency for both serials. 

Reason for the fold of ‘Woman in | 
White,” consistently one of the top 
ranking serials, is that Miss Phillips 
has refused to renew her contract 
with P. & G. for the show. Under- 
stood that Art Gladd, who scripts it 
for her, is about to be drafted. Miss 
Phillips doesn’t want to take on the 
actual writing herself and she has 
been unable to find a satisfactory 
substitute. Gladd is also the writer 
of ‘Right to Happiness,’ another 
P. & G. serial (Compton agency) on 
NBC, but what will happen to that 
when he goes into the Army isn't 





'He’s owner of the ‘Quiz Kids’ series 


| week but Friday. 


the Office of War Information, dur- 

ing the absence of Joe Barnes, Cowan 

is normally liaison between the War 

Department and the radio section 

of the OWI and is regularly assigned 

to the ‘News from Home’ program 

shortwaved to U. S. forces abroad.| Wo” york will also bankroll the 

vind broadcasts over the same station of 

Soe Alra-Dereaer. _| the N.Y. Football Giants home and 

Barnes is making the trip to Russia away games, starting Sept. 27. 
and the Far East with Wendell L. Thompson is the agency. 

Willkie. Red Barber, assisted by Alan Hale, 
will handle the play-by-play descrip- 
tions, with the exception of the 

? Army All-Stars game Sept. 12, 
: ~ . which is being aired by WOR- 
Mutual as part of the Army team 
broadcasts sponsored by Gillette ra- 
zor. 
PROGRAM SKED Old Gold grid series will include 
11 games, six of which will be at the 
Polo Grounds, N. Y. 








Ruthrauff & Ryan will again this | 


season have some representative on CBS ST L. OUTLET 
a network every evening of the ° 
HIRES OUTSIDE P.A. 


It will have nine 
network shows in operation this fall, 
the product. , St. Louis, Sept. 1. 
The agency’s night-time network A precedent in St. Louis radio 
_ Sunday: ‘The Shadow’ (Mutual); when KMOX. the 5,000 watt outlet 
Good wih Hour (mine). for CBS here, hired an advertising 





and possibly a tenth with Rinso 
schedule will be as follows: circles was established last week 


Monday: "Vox Pop’ ag land publicity agency as its blurb 
Tuesday: Lights Out’ (CBS). _|medium. It is the first time here 
Wednesday: Bob Burns (CBS); | that a radio station does not have its 


Lionel Barrymore (CBS). 
Thursday: Major Bowes (CBS). 
Saturday: ‘Ellery Queen’ (NBC). 


publicity director quartered in its 
own studios. 
The William Zalken Agency has 





known 

Miss Phillips is now doing the ac- | 
tual scripting of ‘Guiding Light’ on 
NBC for General Mills (Knox Reeves 
agency). Howard Keegan, who has | 
been writing the serial for some 





GRAND CENTRAL STATION 


RADIO PROGRAM 


as a complete package 


| time, goes to the Coast this week to 
| write and produce his own sustainer 
}serial, ‘For the Living,’ there for 
i|NBC. He will also join the NBC 
| production taff in Hoilywood. 

Other Phillips serials, ‘Road to 
Life’ and ‘Lonely Women,’ are script- 
ed by Gertrude Prys and Janet 
Huckins, respectively. ‘Road of Life’ 
| is sponsored by P. & G. on NBC fo. 
| Duz (Compton agency), while ‘Lone- 
ly Women’ is bankrolled by General 
Mills on NBC (Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert, Chicago). 





Chi Group Sets Free 
| Time to Aid Recruiting 


Chicago, Sept. 1 


Plenty of free air time to exploit 
|} drive for Army Aviation cadets has 
| been arré ged by the Chicago Radio 
| Management Club, workiiiz in con- 
}jJuiction with the Air Force Spon- | 
| sors of Chicago, civilian aids to the 
| Army Air Force 
| Committee produced ‘On 


| Stege, Chanute’ over WGN. 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays. and transcribed it for 
WJJD. WIND, WAIT, WGES, WSBC 
and WMBI. ‘Knighis of the Air’ will 
be heard on WENR Sat. at 4 p.m.. 


}On donation on grounds it considered 


=a taken over the publicity account. 
The last full-time publicity director 
at KMOX was C, Cabanne Link, who 


CAL. DEFENSE SERIES IN was inducted into the Army several 
MIDDLE OF POLITICIANS months ago. Until last week a steno 





in the studio pounded out the blurbs. 

San Francisco, Sept. 1. 
About 25 northern California radio 
stations launched this 
of 15-minute transcriptions for state 


Keeping Touch 
Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 1 
Raymond C. Laws, former WSAY 


week a series 


council of defense in campaign | @*"ouncer now in the Medical Corps 
which brought political repercus-! at Camp Livingston, La., keeps his 
sions and for which northern Cali-| hand in by handling a news and 
fornia Broadcasters Assn. refused to| Sports program over KALB, Alex- 
accept an $1,800 donation. Associa-| @ndria, weekends on his time off 
tion was offered the coin for its|from camp duties. 

own use as a token payment, because Bill Rega, formerly with WSAY, 
|} council did not have enough money! is in Army Intelligence unit at 


for all the time to be used. Camp Framingham, Mass., and edi- 
Association turned thumbs down) tor of a new regimental paper. 


LONG PULL 
Cincinnati, Sept. 1. 

Alms & Doepke has renewed for 
the ninth consecutive 13-week period 
Rita Hackett's ‘Views on Vogue and 
Value’ program on WSAI, making 
the series the longest non-stop run- 
ner for a department store in Cincy 

Program aired daily, except Sun- 
day, at 8:45 a.m. for 15 minutes 


the pregrams a vital contribution to 


| the war effort. 


Atterney General Earl Warren, | 
candidate for governor, accused 
Governor Olsen of starting the pro- 
grams at this time on statewide 
basis for political purposes. 


CBS Formally Takes 
Over WEE] ia Bestex ——_—__—— 


Boston, Sept. 1. 
| Ownership of WEEI was officially 


| transferred from Boston Edison Co. 

to Columbia Broadcasting System 
| here yesterday (Monday), when 
| Governor Leverett Saltonstall, Pres- 








will present the finest name 
hands in this new Chicago 
Theatre. Two orchestras 


ae —) 
Menino =< we 


On the air for nearly five years, G. C. S. 
has consistently produced above-average 
audience ratings at below-average cost. 


Sales and listening surveys by Crossley, 


Hooper, and Roper are available . . . as 
is sales talk by: 


MARTIN HorrELlL, 9 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 
Telephone: COlumbus 5-3721 





PAS SAAN NUNN NN 


ard a half-hour show, untitled, goes | ident James V. Toner of Edison and 
on WMAQ Sat. at9 p.m. There will general manager Harold E. Fellows 
a'so be 32 one-minute transcribed | Of WEEI, participated in a broad- 
spot announcements ballyhooing the | cast: 

| drive weekly. | WEET has been leased from Boston 
Edison by CBS since 1936. While the 
| Station has been managed and oper- 
| ated by the network since that time, 








Drug Campaign 





j 
| 
| with Edison. 
} Duane Jones agency is lining up| 
fe for a spot campaign on | 





drug| U. S. OK’S RADIO SERIES 


Pierce's Proprietaries, Inc., 
Hollywood, Sept. 1. 


company, the account which it re-| 
cently acquired from H. W. Kastor! Mann Holiner and Howard Harris’ 
| BBDO series of anti-espionage tales 


| & Sons. 


The schedule will be around 100 | have been approved by the govern- | 


one-minute announcements | ment 


| ownership of the facilities remained 


will be used—for show and 
for dancing. Both bands 
will be featured in the mosi 
unusual bhandstands ever 
created. Two local broad- 
casts nightly. Three Coast- 
to-Coast weekly. 


Two new seng hits 


“MOONLIGHT MOOD” 
and 


“MORNING: GLORY” 


Published by Robbins 
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28 Nat'l Spot Accts. Pledge Co-0) 


With OWTs 





War Message Plan 





Washington, Sept. 1. 

Cooperation of 28 national spot ad- 
vertisers—surprisingly small num- 
ber, at first glance — has been 
pledged for the Office of War In- 
formation plan to round out the net- 
work allocation scheme with separ- 
ate Government messages about the 
war program via groups of five or 
more stations. First of the orgapized 
non-web plugs went on the air Mon- 
day (31), when the ‘Group A’ spon- 
sors using live talent joined the 
parade of drum-beaters, 


Request from the OWI did not 
draw as wide a response as had been 
anticipated, but Federal authorities 
maintain they are not disheartened. 
When the appeal went out, there 
was nothing like a comprehensive 
idea of how many non-web advertis- 
ers were using five or more stations 
for either transcribed or live pro- 
grams lasting at least five minutes. 
The station-break sponsors, by the 
terms of the invitation, were not 
considered for inclusion in the na- 
tional spot phase of the Government 
message plan. 

Assignments for the B and C 
groups of sponsors went out last 
week. The former will go on the 
air next week and the final group 
follows the following week. 

Participants are: 


American Chicle, American Snuff, 
Anacin, Bristol-Myers, Broadcast Ad- 
vertising Inc., Cluett-Peabody, Coca- 
Cola, Consolidated Products, Curtiss 
Candy, First National Stores, Gen- 
eral Cigars, General Foods, Jackson 
Brewing Co. (New Orleans), Kroeger 
Grocery, Langendorf-United Baker- 
ies, Mississippi Power & Light, 
Northwestern Yeast, Nutrena Mills, 
Peter Paul (Naugatuck, Ct.), Phila- 
delphia Dairy Products, Planters 
Peanuts, Rosefield Packing Co., Seru- 
tan, Spark-o-Life (Kansas City), 
Stanback, Standard Oil of New Jer- 
sey,( Texaco, and Western Grocery 
Co. (Marshalltown, Ia.). 


RADIO CASHES IN 
ON POLITICAL 
BATTLES 





Minneapolis, Sept. 1. 

With the isolationism ‘issue crop- 
ping up in the Minnesota primaries 
to choose nominees for state, county 
and congressional offices, and re- 
sulting in a number of hot fights, 
Twin City stations have been selling 
the most time in their history for 
political campaign talks and broad- 
casts. Every bit of spare time 
available has been grabbed up by 
the candidates. 

In one instance, KSTP set up its 
mike and equipment at the bedside 
of a political speaker. LeRoy J. 
Bowen, campaigning for Congress- 
man Oscar Youngdahl, suddenly 
taken ill and bedded, solved the 
problem of making his scheduled 
radio talk in this manner. 

Stations strove to apportion their 
time on a 50-50 basis between the 
isolationists and _ anti-isolationists. 
The demand for time exceeds the 
supply. 





‘Eyes and Ears’ Program 
Set on WMCA, New York 


‘Eyes and Ears of the Air Force,’ 
a new dramatie series about civilian 
and military ground observation 
corps, will be presented 9:45-10 p.m. 
Tuesdays by the Army Air Force 
Fighter Command on WMCA, start- 
ing next Tuesday (8). The broad- 
casts will also be recorded and of- 
fered by the various Fighter Com- 
mands to other stations throughout 
the country. 

Idea of the series is to publicize 
the work and importance of civilian- 
military ground observation. Such 
Civilian observers as Helen Hayes, 
Elsie Ferguson, Henry Hull and 
others will guest on the series. 
Westbrook Van Voorhees, ‘March of 
Time’ announcer, will be a regular 
on the show, which will be directed 
by Earle McGill, of the CBS produc- 
tien staff. 





vv 


Inviting Mex to a Burp 





Mexico City, Sept. 1. 


Now that Coca-Cola and Canada 
Dry are using radio extensively, 
7-Up, a soft drink that recently ap- 
peared on the Mexican market, is 
using considerable time 30-minutes 
daily each of four of the leading sta- 
tions, XEW, XEQ, XEB and XEDA. 

Programs feature music, sports 


and news. 
a 


WWJ TO WAVES 


Detroit, Sept. 1. 

First candidate in the Detroit area 
for officer training in the WAVES, 
new feminine naval reserve, Martha 
Jane Shuggs, transcription librarian 
for the last two years at station 
WWJ here, will leave in October for 
training at Smith College. 

She was the first of numerous 
candidates here selected for the 
course, which leads to an ensign’s 
commission. 








Buffalo—Bob Armstrong, WBEN 
musical director, has enlisted in the 
Army Signal Corps. 





Gosch Will Produce A.&C. 
Show for Camel; Other 
Program Details Now Set: 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Production setup for the Abbott} 
and Costello Camel show has been | 
completed. Martin Gosch will pro-| 
duce and supervise scripts with 
Howard Harris. Other writers are 
John Grant and Don Prindle. Leith 
Stevens will be music director with 
a crew of 18 men. Guest stars and 
stooges will be used and singer is 
likely to be Betty Rhodes. 

Music Corp. of America package 
costs around $10,000 weekly. Pro- 
gram replaces Bob Hawks on an 
NBC 100-station hookup Oct. 8, air- 
ing east at 7:30 and Coast repeat at 7 
p.m. Hawks, who draws $3,500 
weekly, is being dropped by Camel, 
which will have three shows this 
fall, A. &C., ‘Blondie’ and the one- 
hour Camel Caravan. 


Joe Kelly Renewed 


Chicago, Sept. 1. 

Joe Kelly, who, as Jolly Joe, reads 
the comics to kids over the air every 
Sunday, from 11:30 to 12 o'clock, has 
had his contract renewed for an ad- 
ditional 52 weeks by the Chicago 
Sun. 

In addition, Kelly begins a new 
program, Mon. through Fri., from 
7:45 to 8 am. CWT, consisting of a 











monolog describing his own comedy 
characters in action. 


= EE 


| lib comedy series which its subsidi-| syonsor 
|ary, Kirkman Soap, now bankrolls | Tuesday nights on CBS (B 
locally on WOR, New York. How-| 


| 





CBS Network: 


C-P-P Buys Can You Top for Full 


2 Airings in N. Y. 





Colgate-Palmolive-Peet will start 
sponsorship Oct. 3 on a full CBS 
network of ‘Can You Top This,’ ad- 


ever, the network spread will be in 
addition to the local airing over 
WOR, giving the program two week- 
ly airings in New York, It’s believed 
this will be the first such setup in 
radio history. 

Colgate sponsorship of the ‘Top 
This’ series is tied up with the same 
account’s bankrolling of the Al Jol- 
son program on Saturday nights on 
NBC, also starting Oct. 3. It’s virt- 
ually definite that the account will 
present both shows, but it still had 
not decided late yesterday afternoon 
(Tuesday) which of ‘its various prod- 
ucts to plug on the two programs. 
However, it appears certain that the 
Ted Bates and Sherman-Marquette 
agencies will share the two shows. 


Under the contemplated schedule, 
‘Top This’ will continue in its pres- 
ent 8:30-9 spot Tuesday nights on 
WOR and will also be heard 8:30-9 
Saturday night on CBS. The CBS 
version of each week's show will be 
completely different from the one 


| heard on WOR. The Jolson series is 
| slated to occupy the 9:30-10 niche 
| Saturday nights on WEAF-NBC. In 
| addition, C-P-P will continue to 

‘Hobby Lobby’ at 8:30-9 
ates agen- 
| cy) and the Bill Stern ‘Sportsreel’ at 
| 10-10:15 Saturday nights on the same 
network (Sherman-Marquette). N. W. 
| Ayer continues as the agency on the 
| Tuesday edition of ‘Top This’ for 
Kirkman. Jce Laurie, Jr., Harry 
Hershfield and ‘Senator’ Ford are 
the leads on ‘Top This.’ 


WOAI’S Medicine 


San Antonio, Sept. 1. 
The Chattanooga Medicine Co. 
will sponsor a series of daily quarter 
hour broadcasts over station WOAI, 
Monday through Friday, using the 
Texas Tumbleweeds. 
Accounts is handled 





through 





Nelson Chesman and will be inbe- 
half of Zyrone. 
Anne Loreniz, formeriy with 


WTAG, Worcester, Mass., joined the 
Office of War Information in N. Y. 
effective yesterday (Tuesday). She’s 
the sister of film producer Pare 
Lorentz. 














50,000 WATTS 
NBC NETWORK 





Why Reid's 
Expiration 
Didn't Expire 


660 KILOCYCLES 








ge Putnam, 


tain 


plus 
Call 


help 


i = Harry C. Welch, Advertising Manager of Reid's lee 
ream, discusses ice cream sales with WEAF newscaster, 


| 


<= Sales Despite Regulations 


That radio can help you main- 


your sales volume despite 


drastic regulatiog growing 
‘out of war needs is a fact worth 
knowing. Do you have prob- 
lems arising from regulation 


a sales quota to make 


in the New ,York market? 


WEAF for a program 


suggestion... one that may 


you meet that situation. 


Make it WEAF because... 


qnns shits 
wew YORK 








40 


RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 2, 1942 





BOND NIGHT ON THE BLUE 

With Orson Welles, Edward G. Rob- 
inson, Jane Froman, Bob Burns, 
Nelson Eddy, Fanny Brice, Mere- 
dith Willson, Jane Cowl, Margo, 
Lanny Ross, Jack Pearl, Amos ’n’ 
Andy, Dinah Shore, Conrad Thi- 
bault, Carl Sandburg 

Variety 

120 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sat., 9 p.m. (one time) 

WJZ-Blue, New York 


This was a cleverly composed 
pageant of ballyhoo. The variety 
phase of the event ran from 9 to 11 
p.m. and a quarter hour later the 
network started picking up name 
bands from ail sections of the coun- 
try and that lusty procedure was 
maintained until 4 a.m. This massive 
concentration of tom-tomming ac- 
counted for an accumulation of over 
$11,000,000 in bond orders. It was 
an impressive demonstration of 
radio’s selling power. 


Most of the entertainment was 
cued to the one theme, the reason 
why every American whould buy the 
utmost in war bonds and stamps. 
Facts and appeals were adroitly pro- 
pounded without taking the per- 
sonalities out of character. Edward 
G. Robinson was particulariy efiect- 
ive with his monolog dealing with 
an imaginative call by ‘Joe Doakes, 
of Brooklyn’ to Premier Tojo in 
Tokyo. Another exhibit of earthy 
needling, but in a more humorous 
vein, was the ditty with which Jack 
Pearl closed his routine. The title 
was ‘We'll Heil into Hitler’s Face.’ 


The two hours had dull stretches 
also. There were times when the 
heavy rhetoric of Orson Welles be- 
came somewhat’ wearying, but 
withal he- did a crack, rousing as- 
Signment of m.c.ing. Another high 
point in the welter of entertainment 
wos Jane Froman. Jane Cowl and 
Margo joined in the playing of a 
sketch, ‘Thanksgiving’ ‘64,’ and, 
while the sentiments contained 
therein were noble and commend- 
able, the general result of the recita- 
tion was not far removed from a 
stage wait. Carl Sandburg read his 


poem, ‘The Man With the Broken 
Fingers.’ 
At frequent intervals lMsteners 


were urged to wire, phone or write 
the network their orders for bonds, 
and as the night progressed the 
breaks revealing the cumulative 
totals of sales became progressively 
exciting. Bill Bacher was credited 
with the direction of the two-hour 
program. The idea itself had been 
submitted by Bud Barry, the Blue’s 
assistant Eastern production man- 
ager. Qdec. 





Trooping to Colors 


Springfield, Mass., Sept. 1. 

WMAS, Columbia outlet, lost two 
key men last week, with scripter 
George A. Yarrington enlisting in 
the army and music director Paul 
Peltier heading for the navy. Chief 
Engineer, Ralph J. Robinson, is also 
due into service as soon as he re- 
covers from a minor operation. 

Station has already sent 10 men 
to the colors. 
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MOLASSES ’n’ JANUARY 
Comedy News Comment 

5 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Mon. through Fri., 9:55 p.m. 
WJZ-Blue, New York 


Molasses ’n‘ January had been out 
of network radio for some time be- 
fore they had themselves elected to 
do this nightly marathon. The boys 
most likely aren't to blame as much 
as their writer and producer. The 
blackface team has always been 
show-wise, in its own, if limited, 
fashion, and the chances are they 
have no choice but to accept what’s 
handed ’em and to reel off the stuff 
at the rate dictated by the producer. 
In any event, the pair chin at such 
a fast tempo that it’s difficult to 
catch better than one out of every 
four gags. A pretty good example 
of the calibre of material is the 
crack about the mother who feeds 
her baby garlic. The switch is from 
‘so she can find it in the dark’ to 
‘so that she can find it in a black- 
out.’ 

On this particular assignment 
Molasses ‘n’ January are billed as 
‘America’s advisors on the home 
front. The original intent of the 
series was to help brighten the dark 
domestic corners of the war with 
timely and appropriate humorous 
slants on such things as restrictions, 
priorities, dimouts and meatless, etc., 
days. Before the team can achieve 
this it will first have to come out of 


its own dark corner. Odec. 
‘TIMEKEEPER’ 
With Freddie Miller ’ 
Participating 
M. to S., 7-8:55 a.m. 
WTRY, Troy 

‘Big Freddie’ Miller, veteran of 


vaudeville and other branches of 
show business, + a new air per- 
sonaiity hereabouts. He handles 
WTRY’s “Timekeeper’ for some two 
hours weekday mornings, with 
periods out for local newscasts and 
one network show, Morgan Beatty’s 
War Journal. Miller plays the piano 
for his own solos, sings to the ac- 
companiment of records, laughs, 
kids and plugs various products and 
services. He more or less ad libs 
the advertising. 

Miller, who has quite a bit on the 
entertainment ball, works in a style 
a bit different from anyone miking 
ir this section. He possesses a reso- 
nant baritone, used in songs old and 
new—the former perhaps predomi- 
nating. He employs a deep chuckle, 
a bit too often on some broadcasts. 
Miller exudes good nature. He 
owns a rather pleasant speaking voice, 
although at times his pattern of 
emphasis tends to slurring and 
cloudy diction. The advertising 
sp‘els are quite long, the ad libbing 
accentuates this in certain cases, 
while it makes the blurbs more 
effective in others. ‘Tossed’ is one 
word overworked. 

The news helps to hold the audi- 
ence. Jaco. 


‘COLUMBIA WORKSHOP’ 

With Alan Reed, Carl Eastman, Eddie 
O’Shea, Art Carney, Jim Backus, 
Minerva Pious, Lee Brody, Mad- 
eleine Pierce, Peggy Zincke, Slate 
Brothers, Walter Gross orch 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Monday, 10:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 











| As the third in a series of four 
|‘all out for comedy’ programs, ‘Co- 
'lumbia Workshop’ presented Monday 
| night (31) a little something which 
is called ‘Columbia Sketchbook.’ 
| Without dwelling unnecessarily on 
the subject, it may simply be noted 
| for the record that the succession of 
skits and blackouts was ponderous 
and dull to the point ef agony. 
Such accomplished microphone 
| troupers as Alan Reed, Minerva 
Pious and Cari Eastman did the best 
they could. And a studio audience 
|apparently composed of howling 
idiots roared at every threadbare 
gag. For the rest, what’s past is 
done. Hobe. 
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National Representatives 





"| In Salt Lake City 


most people just naturally 
turn to their only 


NBC outlet... 


KDYL 


The Popular Station 


JOHN ant oa SALT LAKE CITY 
& COMPANY 





UTAH’S 
ONLY 
NBC 








Station 


‘AN AMERICAN IN ENGLAND’ 
With Joseph Julian 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Monday, 10 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


Fifth and next-to-last in Norman 
| Corwin's shortwave series Monday 
night (31) from London was sub- 
titled ‘The Yanks Are Here’ and it 
dealt with the reaction of American 
troops to Britain and the British, 
and vice-versa. One notable limita- 
tion of the program, characteristic 
of the series as a whole, was that it 
was on a comparatively passive sub- 
ject—that is, it suffered from the 
lack of a positive message or ap- 
peal. Having a rather intangible 
theme, its effect was somewhat in- 
conclusive. 


As in the other ‘An American in 
England’ chapters, however, the 
show was written with imagination, 
p:rception and skill. Although the 
central narrative thread was in- 
direct, it built to a potent punch 
finish illustrating the basic uni- 
formity of interest and sympathy 
between the U. S. and England. A 
quote by Gen. Clarke in a British 
paper, used earlier in the script, 
was repeated, to the effect, ‘We're 
not here to sit on our back ends and 
do nothing. We're here to fight, to 
carry the attack .7ainst the enemy.’ 
Then the narrator, Joseph Julian, 
roceeded on his stroll through 

ondon. ‘You see the statue of 
George Washington in front of the 





National Gallery,’ he said. ‘It’s 
been there for some years.’ 
Edward R. Murrow, CBS cor- 


respondent in London and producer 
of the series, spoke on the broad- 
cast. The musical score, largely an 
arrangement of ‘Yankee Doodle’ 
and ‘Arkansas Traveler,’ was ar- 
ranged by Benjamin Britton and 
the Royal Air Force Orchestra was 
conducted by Wing Commander 
R. P. O'Donnell. The trans-Atlantic 
reception was extraordinarily clear. 
Next Monday night’s (7) concluding 
stanza will be an hour earlier, at 
9 o’clock. Hobe. 


Petrillo Probe 


Continued from page 36 


called canned music,’ (2) ‘the kt- 
tie stations which already are be- 
ginning to feel the pinch of war as 
advertising falls off,’ (3) ‘all the lit- 
tle restaurants throughout the land 
which use mechanical music as a 
device for making the surroundings 
pleasant for their customers while 
they are eating,’ (4) ‘the boys in 
the Army camps of our country,’ 
(5) ‘the tens of millions of radios 























in the homes throughout the coun- 
try,’ (6) ‘phonographs on which the 
children of the family, as well as | 
the adults, depend for their musical | 
entertainment.’ 


The senator charged that the Pe- | 
trillo order ‘is causing and will cause 
great disunity in our war effort and | 
actually impede the effort itself.’ | 
He suggested that Petrillo’s ‘middle | 
name is strongly ironic and was un- | 
questionably given him by 
who foresaw his future.’ 


Asks Full Probe 


The Idaho senator’s’ resolution | 
calls for a ‘thorough and complete | 
investigation of acts, practices, meth- 
ods, and omissions to act, by per- | 
sons, partnerships, associations, cor- 
porations and other entities in in- 
terstate and foreign commerce, 
which may or do interfere with, or 
obstruct the national welfare, the 
public morale, or affect the public 
good originating from or resuiting 
from the actions of the American 








Federation of Musicians and _its| 
presfdent, James C. Petrillo, in de- 
nying members the right to per-| 
form music for recordings and 
transcriptions destined to be played | 
for reproductions by radio stations 
and coin-operated phonographs.’ 

The investigation would seek to 
root out any restraints of trade af- 
fecting the manufacture and pro- 
duction of, or playing for, musical | 
records and transcriptions, and the | 
control of music and music produc- 
tions in the country. 


It would pry into financial 
ragements and demands with 
spect to profits, salaries, bonuses, 
o: other honorariums, which may | 
have been arranged for, accepted | 
or demanded by individuals or or- 
ganizations affecting the manufac- 
ture and production of, or playing 
for, musical records and transcrip- 
tions and the control of music and | 
music production. 


Senator Clark’s reference on the 
floor to ‘a little amateur band in a 
small town in Michigan which was 
put off the air by virtue of the 
tactics of James Caesar Petrillo,’ led 
Senator Vandenberg to rise and say 
in a friendly manner to his Idaho | 
colleague that the Interlochen Na- | 
tional High School orchestra ‘is rec- | 
ognized as the greatest single mu- 
sical cultural chrysalis in the whole 
land.’ 


ar- | 
re- 








|} entire 


*‘THE WEAKNESS OF FRAU BORK- 
HARDT’ 

Play 

20 Mins. 

BBC, London 


Brisk, clever little playlet made 
forceful propaganda against care- 
less talk. Unfolded through various 
telephone conversations, it disclosed 
the indiscreet confidences of a young 
wife who chats with a_ strange 
woman after seeing her husband off 
to sea. His ship goes down with all 
hands and the unknown, a German 
agent posing as a refugee, cannot 
help ringing up the girl and gloat- 
ing over her folly. She lost her own 
man at sea in the last war and this 
is her revenge. 

Anxious friends unable to get the 
wife on the wire to give her the 
news of her husband’s safety, re- 
port prolonged engaged signal to the 
supervisor who, in checking up, 
overhears conversation. Scotland 
Yard is notified and the equally in- 
discreet Frau Borkhardt is arrested 
as she leaves the public call box. 

The conscience-stricken victim of 
the spiteful telephonic harangue, ap- 
palled at the disaster for which she 
is responsible, attempts suicide be- 
fore learning of er husband’s 
rescue, but is saved by the friends 
who have been trying to contact 
her. 

Joan Carol and Curigwen Lewis 
shared honors as the spy and peni- 
tent chatterer, with supporting cast 
good in scanty roles. Story was by 
James Parish and production by 
Howard Rose. 


‘HOP HARRIGAN’ 

Drama 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Mon. through Fri., 5:15 p.m. 
W4JZ-Blue, N. Y. 

This one is strictly for the juve 
trade and figures to be a natural. 
Character has been a hot item in the 
comic mags, is now being syndicated, 
and, off the opening program, should 
do as well on the air. 

Hop Harrigan (Chester Stratton) 
is 18 years young and bugs about 
planes. With Tank Tinker (Jackson 
Beck), his pal and mechanic, he 
builds an all-plastic plane that the 
Army wants: Thanks to the plane 


| they manage to join the Air Corps 


and have the plane ready for its first 
test flight just as the guttural-voiced 
menace enters with plans to sabotage 
the plane in midair. Will Hop Harri- 


gan be killed? Will the spies be 
caught? Listen tomorrow at the 


same time. 

Chester Stratton and Jackson Beck 
were On the beam all the way, as 
was Lindsay MacHarrie, who did the 
directing. Some sponsor is_ sup- 
posedly taking over in four weeks. 
Currently, the Air Training Corps 
of America, a non-profit org de- 
signed to school youngsters in avia- 
tion theory and groundwork and so 
aid the aviation program, gets the 
plugs. Scripts are by Jerry Stagg. 

Air Training Corps is outgrowth 
of similar groups in Britain and 
Canada and operates on the theory 


that the teen-age kids of today are | 


the fighter pilots we'll need in the 
near future. It has units in public 
and high schools. Fran. 





those | ‘BAKER’S DOZE .’ 


With Bernie Braden, Aileen Calk- 
lew, Cathy Graham 

Drama 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Wed., 19:15 p.m. 

CBC, Vancouver 





‘Baker’s Dozen,’ 13-week drama 
show, is the brightest bit of pro- 
ducing the Canadian Broadcasting 


|Corp. wires have carried for years. 


Written by Fletcher Markle, 21- 
year-old actor-author, the second of 


the series was ‘He and She,’ a crisp | 


boy-meets-girl play with boy and 
girl telling listeners their own story 
from meeting to wedding. 

Andrew Allan is 
series and can share with 
Markle the credit for this pleasant 


producing the | 





cycle. His timing is brilliant and 
the characters fairly crackle out the | 
smooth script. Toronto _ studios, | 
{talent bank for CBC, can afford to | 
watch this Vancouver-originating | 


show, and CBC can afford to keep 
the rest of their drama time up to 
the level of ‘Baker’s Dozen.’ 


Initial Get | 


half-hour, ‘One to 

Ready,’ used studio and _ control | 

room crews in their regular duties, | 
| taking listeners on a tour of a drama | 
show being broadcast. Markle’s | 
ability for variety is evident in the 


plays to come: ‘Journey to Eternity,’ 
centered around insane asylum in- 





mates; ‘There Was a Young Man,’ 
Tney Come and Go,’ ‘That’s the 
Way It Is.’ Gorm. 


‘CLASSROOM FOR DEMOCRACY’ 

With Vincent Price, George Davis, 
Bert Shefter, Chorus 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 11:30 a.m. 

WJZ-Blue, New York 


Leonardo Bercovici, writer-direct- 
or of the ‘Help Mate’ serial on 
WEAF-NBC, has taken the ‘Songs 
for a New World’ from that show 
as the basis of this propaganda-edu- 
cational program for kids, called 
‘Classroom for Democracy.’ He's 
writing and producing it himself, 
with the premiere edition tried out 
last Saturday morning (29) on the 
Blue network's juve series, ‘Little 
Blue Playhouse.’ 


Spotting of the program as a ‘Little 
Blue Playhouse’ presentation was to 
peel it, with the idea of giving 
it another place on the schedule if it 
clicked, If imagination, an urgently 
timely theme, creative skill and 
artistic courage mean anything, the 
show should certainly be continued, 
at least for a reasonable time to see 
if the standard of the debut edition 
can be maintained. For this first 
sample was not only bright topical 
entertainment, but also palatable and 
valuable education for the kids. 


Theme of the initial broadcast was 
the lesson in democracy expressed 
in the Harold J. Rome song, “The 
World Has Become a Very Small 
Place.’ That, as well as the suc- 
ceeding George Davis ‘Songs for a 
New World,’ including ‘Go Easy on 
the Sugar,’ ‘Tin,’ ‘We'll Make ’Em 
Holler Uncle, Uncle Sam’ and ‘We're 
the Kids of America’ were beguiling- 
ly sung by Vincent Price, as the 
schoolteacher, and a juvenile chorus. 
In between the songs were teacher 
questions and scholar answers on 
practical democracy. Two-piano ac- 
companiment for the show was by 
Davis and Bert Shefter. Hobe. 


‘CANTEEN GIRL’ 

With Phyllis Jean Creore 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday, 6:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 


Phyllis Jean Creore, young actress- 
singer who performs at the N. Y. 
Stage Door Canteen, supplied the 
idea for this ‘Canteen Girl’ weekly 
series built around her. She also 
composed the show's theme song, 
‘This Is My Wish.’ While the appeal 
is manifestly to service men, the in- 
tention is obviously to use that as a 
bid for a general audience. 

Debut broadcast last Friday eve- 
ning (28) was a combination of Miss 
Creore singing sentimental ballads 
and reading dramatic monologs. 
Former were pleasant, but the latter 
were uneven. One about a Ferry 
Command pilot was effective, but the 
second, about an emotional triangle 
situation, was daytime serial hokum. 
Miss Creore’s performance was ex- 
cellent, particularly her singing. 
Eddie Dunham directs the show for 
NBC and Neal Hopkins scrivts it. 

Hobe. 

















Nobody Would 
Rent This Space So 
I Guess Pll Have To 
Use It Myself. 


Wish |! Could Find The 
Fella That Sold Me 
This Idea 


HERB SHRINER 


(CAMEL CARAVAN) 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 




















Allround Showman at Liberty 


Am a young man in the forties, 
single, wideawake and good appear- 
ing Put in 20 years in big-time 
vaudeville successfully managing, pro- 
ducing and writing Se what? Am 
plenty versed in all phases of show 
biz and am an excellent judge of all 
types of talent Have keen sensa 
yuma and don’t ooze with larcens 


Address Box 750, Variety, 154 W. 
46th Street, New York 











WHEN DRINKING— 


IF I CHEW SPEARMINT AND 

IT TASTES LIKE DOUBLEMINT 

T KNOW I'VE HAD ENOUGH. 
James Madison free-lance gag writer. 


Also publisher of JAMES MADISON 
GAG SHEET, $1—P.0. BOX 124 





Grand Central Annex, New York 


— 














LISTEN FOLKS: 


ing again. 


Orchestra. 





The Fitch Bandwagon is travel- 
This time to Detroit to bring you 
Michigan’s favorite, RAY GORRELL and His 
Sunday, Sept. 6 at 7:30 P. M., 
EWT, Red Network, Coast-to-Coast. 


Thanks to F. W. FITCH CO. and MUSIC CORP. of AMERICA 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Kay Kyser’s earnest plea for War Bonds, morale and the man-behind- 
the-man-behind-the-gun highlighted last week’s March of Time. Unusual 
in itself for an actor to be grooved on an interpretative news program 
such as MOT, the whyfore of Kyser’s contribution became readily ap- 
parent following his initial words. 


As a personality who has rubbed shoulders with the masses, entertain- 
ing them and getting the feel of Vox Americanus through camp enter- 
tainments, war bond rallies, and the like, Kyser is an authoritative in- 
terpreter of the average American’s attitude. His plea that ‘we can’t lose 
if 130,000,000 hams’ (first calling himself a ‘ham,’ who takes pride in his 
work) do likewise, was a rousing topper. Incidentally, Time mag does a 
slick merchandising job of its own which is a credit to bossman Frank 
Norris and his scripters, Finis Farr and Joel Sayre. 





7 





Coast agencies had a scare thrown into them last week when the War 
Department ordered Lieut. John Kimbrough off the Kraft show, which 
was interpreted by some as meaning that no more uniformed men would 
be allowed to make guest appearances on commercial shows. Fears were 
later allayed when semi-official word was circulated that the Kimbrough 
matter was an isolated case wherein Army officials didn’t like the idea of 
the former All-American football star talking about the good old. college 
game while other officers are in the thick of the fighing on active war 
fronts. ‘Joltin’ Jawn’ was booked on the Kraft show to get in a few 
plugs for the Army Relief football game in Los Angeles. Agency men 
had visions of Rudy Vallee and Gene Autry being taken off the air and 
strict orders against further appearances of uniformed men in guest spots. 


Station CKLW, Windsor, will resume putting its announcers on the 
pan, publicly, again this fall. Program is called ‘Bulls and Boners,’ 
with all of the announcing staff up for public trial on mistakes they 
made via the mike in the past week. If convicted, they have to pay 
off the listener who caught the mistake. Program has had a good 
response from the public—one of the oddities being the number of 
Detroiters who write in to correct the pronunciations of the Windsor 
staffers. 

The twist here is that frequently American and Canadian pronuncia- 
tions of the same word vary. They don’t pay off if the announcer is 
right, according to the British dictionaries or useage. 





‘Take It or Leave lt’ broadcast of a fortnight ago, in celebration of Phil 
Baker’s birthday, is still eliciting comment for the showmanship displayed, 
plus the dough dispensed. Program aired before a studio full of Bakers, 
750 of them. Every contestant was named Baker, albeit none of them 
were relatives, and the final contestant picked a question where each 
answer was the word ‘baker.’ Six of the seven quizzees hit the $64 jackpot, 
the other flunked the deuce spot. Only angle overlooked was the jackpot 
question, which had nothing to do with Baker or baker. 





About the biggest load of fan mail that ‘Easy Aces’ had drawn in years 
came from a recent series of script episodes in which the lunch habits of 
executives as a class received plenty of needling. The scripts dealt with 
the lack of consideration bosses show when they spend two hours at lunch 
(with a session of gin rummy included) and on their return expect the 
secretary to limit her lunch period to a quick dash for a sandwich. 

Stenogs wrote the ‘Aces’ that this particular program series had taken 
up the lance in a good cause and expressed the hope that executives who 
had listened in will have gained a much needed lesson. 





Reported overall price that Ironized "Yeast (Sterling Products) is paying 
for ‘Lights Out’ is $1,350, of which Arch Obler, the writer, gets the bulk. 
The cast on the average will consist of four actors and there will not be 
much additional expense beyond sound effects. The series, which starts 
on CBS Oct. 6, will contain several of the scripts Obler did for this show 
when it was on NBC out of Chicago. 





When one of the participants fainted while KQW’s, San Francisco, Inter- 
American Forum was being aired, a visiting dentist stepped out of the 
audience and subbed in the profound discussion with complete aplomb. 
First, though, the tooth yanker, Dr. Harold Carson, of Eureka, Calif., who 
has spent considerable time in Latin America, administered first aid to 
the stricken man 





John V. L. Hogan, founder and president of WQXR, New York, goes 
on the air Sept. 9 to explain to the station’s listeners the new setup under 
Time mag’s recent purchase of an interest in the outlet. He conducted a 
regular series of talks about the station during the early days of WQXR 
and if the present broadcast draws sufficient response he may again make 
it a regular practice. 

Ben Bernie’s Wrigley commercial—‘chew gum to relieve the old 
nervous tension on defense jobs’—has been expertly pounded the past 
several weeks. A _ late-afternoon, five-times-weekly show, the quarter 
hour is breezy, and the idea of chewing gum, Mr. Wrigley’s or any- 
body else’s, is glibly tied in with a topical war effort theme. 

Hal Tate and his wife, Nikki Kaye, have sold a yarn to the Baltimore 
Sun entitled ‘Ten Million Devotees,’ the life story of Inna Phillips, the 
radio scripter. 
Phillips for Reader’s Digest. 








Lt. Col. Ed Kirby of the U. S. Army Bureau of Public Relations last 
week passed out to the Washington press reprints of ‘Variety's’ recent piece 
captioned ‘Showmanship and_the Army Hour: A Triumph Over Time, 
Water, Static and Redtape-” 
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War Church Programs 


Sept. 1. 
that the 





Minneapolis, 
Because a survey shows 
CONNECTICUT'S PIONEER BROADCASTER | 


interest and activities in this terri- 
tory, with church attendance at a 
new high for recent years, WCCO 
is returning its ‘Bible School of the 
Air’ to the ether waves. 

The program, on at 8:30 to 9 a.m. 
Sundays, has the Rev. E. T. Randall 


— 


J. P. MacAvoy is-also currently doing a feature on Miss | 


war has greatly stimulated religious | 











conducting international uniform 
Sunday school lessons, a mixed 
quartet singing favorite hymns and 
Bee Bailey of the regular staff at | 
the organ. A unique feature will be 
a Bible quiz, with two different 
teams from various Sunday schools 
competing each week. Some of these 
teams will be brought in from as far 
distant as 150 miles. 

As a promotion for the program, 
WCCO is mailing out 2.500 letters to 
churchmen throughout the territory 
asking for cooperation in enlisting | 
fan audience. I 


in Hartford, Ww 





the buy «= * with one 
low rate for all adver- 
tisers . +> national, re- 
gional and local. Use 
WDRC to do @ big job 
at a low cost.-- in this 
important market. 
CBS for Connecticut. 


Basic 





‘Hornet’ Player Wins 
Michigan Beauty Title 


Detroit, Sept. 1. 

A gag as old as radio itself, ‘Radio 
artists should be heard, not seen,’ 
didn’t jell here when Patricia Uline 
Hill, socialite feminine lead on na- 
tionally broadcast ‘The Green Hor- 
net, walked off with the ‘Miss 
Michigan’ title in the annual ‘Miss 
America’ contest. Her brother, a 
soldier, slipped his sister's entry and 
picture into the contest and broke 
the subject to her just before her 
Saturday night broadcast. 

Fact that she won to please her 
brother didn’t set any too well with 
her social register family. Her 
father is a chief surgeon at Henry 
Ford hospital, and her mother, un- 
der pen names, has done radio 
scripting and placed pieces with the 
Satevepost. 

The 21-year-old looker, educated 
at finishing schools in the east, was 
initiated to radio on Edythe Fern 
Melrose’s “The Lady of Charm’ pro- 
gram. George W. Trendle, WXYZ 
owner, heard her and invited her to 
audition for the girl reporter part 
which she has since been playing on 
‘The Green Hornet.’ 

Miss Hill, who admits she can’t 
sing, dance or play, is getting a de- 
cided grooming for the national con- 
test, with the station’s script writers 
whipping up an opus for Atlantic 
City, special Arthur Murray tutelage 
and even special exercising to whit- 
tle slightly a svelte 24-inch waist. 








Payroll Traffic 


*s+44444 








Akron.—Wayne Byers, announcer 
at WJW, Akron, for more than a 
year, has joined WTAM, Cleveland. 





Memphis.—Igor Ivan, chief an- 
nouncer at WMPS, has enlisted in 
the Navy as an aviation ordnance- 
man. He leaves Thursday (3) night 
for Great Lakes Training Station. 


Toledo—Todd Williams, formerly 
with WTCN, Minneapolis, has be- 
ccme program director of WSPD. 
Lola Smith has become staff pianist 
at WSPD. 





Chicago—Paul Courtney, WBBM 
radio news writer, resigned this 
week to join the staff of the Air 
Edition of the Chicago Sun. 





Pitisburgh—Charles F. Mailey, of 
the editorial staff of the Akron, O., 
Beacon-Journal, has been appointed 
to station KDKA’s news staff. He 
succeeds Francis Fitzsimmons, who 
has gone into the Army. A new 


(Continued on page 63) 











Commentators On OWI Fact’ Discs: 
Sponsors Asked to Permit Insertion 





The Office of War Information has 
asked all radio stations to broadcast 
a series of 43 transcribed one-minute 
announcements designed to inform 


the American people of the facts of 
the war effort of the United Nations. 
The announcements are to be sched- 
uled at the rate of 10 a day, seven 
days a week, starting Sept. 7 and 
continuing six weeks. 

The OWI suggests that stations ask 
advertisers to donate a minute be- 
fore or after a program for the mes- 
sages. The other announcements 
could be inserted in sustaining or 
participation programs. 

The messages have been tran- 
scribed by nationally known news 
commentators. They include: Pearl 
Buck, Raymond Clapper, John Gun- 
ther, Walter Winchell, Quincy 
Howe, John W. Vandercook, Lowell 
Thomas, Earl Godwin and Raymond 
Gram Swing. H. V. Kaltenborn was 


also scheduled to participate, but 
bowed out at the last minute. 
Westbrook Van Voorhees and 


Arnold Moss are the announcers. 
Walter Schwimmer, of Schwimmer 
& Scott, wrote the scripts, and 
George Zachary, OWI production 
chief, directed the recording last 
week at World Broadcasting. 























product... 


WOR thinks you ought to know 
about a man who had to market a 
substitute product pronto. It was 
a flavoring. To be specific, like 
vanilla. Said the maker, “Please 
go out and shout loud for me. 
Make people look up, listen, 

go buy my vanilla.” 


In 8 weeks WOR doubled the 
high sales-expectancy this harried 
maker had set for himself. In 

8 weeks WOR put the product on 
the shelves of 50% more dealers. 
WOR, in fact, opened up grand 
new distribution for this man in 
the residential communities of 
New Jersey, Long Island, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island and 
Pennsylvania. 


Said he generously, “WOR did a 


better job than any media I’ve used.” 


Have you maybe a substitute 
product you'd like to sell quick? 
Get in stores? Turn maybe into a 
grand after-war investment? 


* or his agent, or advertising manager 


MUTUAL 





MEMBER OF THE 


to the maker* 
of a substitute 





our address is 


at 1440 Broadway, in New York 
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Rev. Thomson Now CBC's Gen Mer., 
With Murray Stepping Into Post Of 
Program Director; Other Changes 





Ottawa, Sept. 1. 

Rev. Dr. James S. Thomson, CBC 
Governor and president of the Uni- 
versity 
has accepted the post of general 
manager of the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp., it was announced by Rene 
Morin, chairman of the CBC Board, 
following a meeting of the board of 
governors. A recommendation that 
his appointment be confirmed will 
now go to the Dominion Government 
for action. 

Major Gladstone Murray, head of 
CBC since its inception, will be left 
in charge of the creation and de- 
velopment of programs and will 
have the title of director-general of 
broadcasting for Canada. Murray, 
however, will continue on his cur- 
rent $14,000 yearly salary. 

Justification for the shakeup is 
based by the board on the report of 
the special House of Commons com- 
mittee, which vindicated criticisms 
by late Governor Alan Plaunt and 
suggested relief of Murray’s post as 
gm. Committee deemed Murray’s 
expense bills ‘excessive.’ 

An action not recommended by the 
House committee, but taken by the 
Board of Governors, is a sizable in- 
crease reported to be made in the 
salary of assistant general manager 
Dr. Augustin Frigon, who will re- 
main as director of the French net- 
work despite important criticisms 
from the province of Quebec. He will 
also continue as financial controller 
of the corporation. 

As to the problem of improving 
French network broadcasts, signifi- 
cance is seen in the fact that Hon. 
Philippe Brais, of the cabinet of 
Provincial Premier Adelard Godbout, 
has been appointed vice-chairman 
of the War Information Board an- 
nounced by Premier Mackenzie King 
this week. 

While final decision has yet to be 
reached on some matters, it is be- 
lieved that Murray may move his 
headquarters to Toronto. Changes 
will become effective Nov. 2. 





Musicians, Legion Defend Murray 
Toronto, Sept. 1. 

With the report that Gladstone 
Murray, g.m. of the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp., is being demoted, 
radio musicians throughout Canada 
have sprung to Murray’s defense, 
this move also being followed by a 
Canadian Legion rally which in- 
sists that their comrade is unfairly 
getting a kick-around. Both di- 
versified groups have taken their 
complaints direct to Prime Minister 


Mackenzie King 
Walter M. Murdoch, president of 
the Canadian Musical Protective 


Assn., and Canadian representative on 
tiie board of the American Federation 
of Musicians, sent a lengthy wire to 
the prime minister expressing ‘the 
hope that the Canadian government 
will insist on strengthening, rather 


than weakening, the authority of the c 


the chief executive officer of the 
CBC.’ It was pointed out that the 
chief factor in the friendly and co- 
Operative relationship between Ca- 


nadian musicians and broadcasting | 
authorities in the Dominion during 
the past five years was due to the 
‘wise and sympathetic administra- 
tion of Gladstone Murray.’ It added 
that ‘Murray's faith in Canada’s 
artistic resources, ridiculed five 
years ago, has been amply justified 
in practice.’ 

The retention of Murray in his 
present positio as g.m. is also} 


strongly urged upon the prime min- 
by Alex Walker, president 
the Canadian Legion. In a com- 
munication to Canada’s chief exec- 
utive, it is pointed out that not 
enough was presented regarding the 
‘very excellent results in Canadian 
redio which the Canadian Legion 
believes should have been placed 
in evidence during the recent in- 
vestigation of the Radio Committee 
of the House of Commons.’ 


ister 


Regarding the proposed demotion 


of Murray, the 
cecmmunication 


Canadian 
states that 


Legion 
‘this, if 


put into effect, would do more harm |Coal Co. 


to Canadian broadcasting than the 
ills to be remedied could ever do. 
We desire most emphatically to 
record that, from a listener’s stand- 
point, the CBC under the present 
management has not failed in its 
functions of providing informative, 
entertaining and inspirational pro- 
grams of a consistently good quality 








of Saskatchewan since 1937,) 


throughout Canada, nor has it failed 
to do its part in the war effort. It 
has, in fact, been the greatest mo- 


rale-inspiring medium in the Do- 
minion. Improvements, of course, 
can be made continually, but the 


remedy is not in cutting adrift or the 
humiliation by demotion of the most 
important and admittedly the most 
expert official of the entire CBC 
setup.’ 

Dr. Thomson, interviewed Satur- 
day (1), promised stricter control of 
radio advertising and that ‘the whole 
question of the advertising element 
in radio should be revised and per- 
haps overhauled.’ He said the CBC 
wceuld continue broadcasting pro- 
grams serving both entertainment 
and educational ends, but did not 
offer any forecast of what changes, 
any, might be expected in the 
percentage of entertainment and edu- 
cational programs on CBC schedules. 
Popular United States entertainment 
programs should be continued, he 
told reporters. 

Dr. Thomson, who took over the 
general manager’s office in CBC 
headquarters here Saturday (30), 
told intesviewers he could not enun- 
ciate any policy, as his appointment 
was yet to be confirmed by the Do- 
minion Government and emphasized 
he was speaking as an individual and 
not as the new CBC head. He added 
that ‘Canadian radio must continue 
to reach people on all kinds of in- 
tellectual levels.’ 


RADIO TO PLUG 
V-MAIL T0 
SOLDIERS 


oe 


+f 
ab 





Washington, Sept. 1. 


Radio broadcasters will carry the 
biggest share of the War Depart- 
ment’s educational campaign to pro- 
mote the use of the new V-Mail sys- 
tem for handling letters to and from 
American armed forces overseas. Lt. 
Col, E. M. Kirby, chief of the radio 
branch of the department’s public 
relations bureau, has sent out reg- 
ular V-Mail letters to broadcasters, 
news commentators, network pro- 
gram producers and women’s com- 
mentators, asking them to cooperate 
in the use of microfilm method for 
overseas mail. 

To bring the V-Mail method to 
public attention the radio branch 
plans an intensive two-week cam- 
paign via radio, with special spot an- 





of | 


nouncements and supplementary ma- 
|terial which it will supply. 

| All types of programs, sustaining 
jand commercial, will be embraced in 
ampaign and the radio branch 
of the army will participate actively 
| through its contacts with individual 
stations, news commentators and 
{network programs. While radio will 
|play the major role in the campaign, 


1 > 
la supplementary effort will be made | 


| 


r ° ° 
jin various printed media. 
| a 

| 


Lux Returns to Canada 


| week season. First name performer 


will be Gratien Gelinas (Fridolin) 
French-Canadian star. He will play 
title role in Moliere’s classic ‘Les 


Fourberies de Scapin.’ International 
stars who will appear later in sea- 
son will include Adolphe Menjou 
and Simone Simon. 

Lever Bros. sponsors. 


Chills Again 








| written. 
| directed it, will no longer have the 
| assignment and his successor hasn't 
lyet been selected by the Ruthrauff 


‘The Shadow’ returns Sept. 20 or 
27 to its regular 5:30-6 p.m. spot 
Sundays on Mutual for D. L. & W. 
It will have a 24-station 


'sponsored hookup and will be avail- 


able as a sustainer to the rest of the 


i; network. 


The show will again be freelance- 
Bill Tuttle, who formerly 


& Ryan agency. 





Montreal, Sept. 1. 
‘Lux Theatre of the Air’ (French) | 
Aig | 
comes back on the air in Montreal 


and Quebec Thursday (3) for a 44-| 


WSPR, Springfield, Gives 
Bond Buyers Chance 
To Announce Program 


Springfield, Mass., Sept. 1. 

You can be an announcer 
WSPR-—for a price. 

The price is $18.75, for which you 
get a U. S. War Bond and a chance 
to announce a program of your 
favorite selections on the ‘WSPR 
Rhythm Society’ program, heard five 
times a week locally. Listeners have 
been permitted to pick out the pro- 
grams for some time, but the an- 
nouncing is a new wrinkle. An- 
nouncer Bob Jones makes the sales. 





at 





San Francisco, Sept. 1. 
As its contribution toward sale of 


war bonds, KGO Saturday (29) 
started its ‘KGO Bond Wagon,’ a 
three-hour program, only a _ half 


hour of which is aired, to rolling. 

The ‘Wagon’ will visit a different 
neighborhooe each Saturday, pre- 
senting entertainment and an auc- 
tion of merchandise donated by 
neighborhood stores. Merchandise, 
of course, goes to highest bidders, 
in terms of war bond purchases. 
Program will alternate between San 
Francisco and Oakland. 

A trail program in suburban Bur- 
uinggame sold $33,000 in bonds in 
three hours, 





Street-Corner Broadcasts 
Duluth, Sept. 1. 

.Stimulating the sale of War Bonds 
and Stamps, WEBC has inaugurated 
a new variety show, originating from 
a booth built at the busiest down- 
town intersection. The 15-minute 
Saturday noon program presents the 
WEEBEC orchestra under John Klieve’s 
direction, the Mellotone trio, and 
entertainment by staff members. 

Stamps are given as prizes to per- 
sons buying largest amount of bonds 
during program. 





WKRC’s Bond Troupe 
Cincinnati, Sept. 1. 

WKRC, Mutual affiliate, began 
rolling its War Bond wagon of staff- 
ers last week for a series of Satur- 
day morning visits to smaller cities 
and towns in its listening area. First 
stop was in Hamilton, O. 

Talent troupe included Waite 
Hoyt and Dick Nesbitt, sportscast- 
ers; Helen Nugent, warbler; Jimmy 
Scribner and his ‘one-man Johnson 
Family;’ Georgia Gray, director of 
women’s features; Karl Zomar, 
friendly philosopher, and Lin Mason, 
tenor. 





Lutsky’s $31,850 Bond Sales 

C. Israel Lutsky, who conducts the 
‘Jewish Philospher’ program over 
WEVD, New York, sold a total of 
$31,850 in War Bonds on the series 
up to last weekend. 

One New York woman who heard 
the Yiddish language program per- 
sonally visited Lutsky’s office at 
WEVD to purchase a bond. She was 
Mrs. Lena Strobing, mother of the 
soldier who made the last short- 
wave broadcast from Corregidor be- 
fore its surrender to the Japs. 


MORE CIGGIE 
COS. ON SPOT 











Washington, Sept. 1. 
Misrepresentation charges were| 
jhurled Monday (31) against two| 
more cigaret companies using radio| 
| widely as the Federal Trade Commis- | 
| sion broadened its drive to see that| 
tobacconists clean up their copy and | 
stop kidding the public about the| 
alleged healthful characteristics of | 
their product. Lastest to run afoul 
the U. S. copy-readers are Pall Malls 
and Luckies. 

With Camels and Philip Morris al- 
ready on the spot, the F.T.C. issued 
formal complaints against American 
Cigarette and Cigar Co. (Pall Malls) 
and American Tobacco Co. (Luckies), 
questioning the chief claims in be- 
half of these particular brands. Mis- 
representation has occurred in broad- 
casts, magazines and newspapers, the 
Government board charged. 


Harry Murdock to WCAU 


Philadelphia, Sept. 1. 
Harry Murdock, former drama and 
film critic of the defunct Evening 
Public Ledger, has joined the staff 
of WCAU as assistant director of 

publicity and station promotion. 
Recently Murdock was associateci 
with RKO pictures, handling special 











publicity for Pare Lorentz’s unit. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Phil Baker has been renewed by Eversharp as m.c. of ‘Take It or Leave 
It’ (CBS) until the end of this year....Edward Trevor, who did a long 
stretch on ‘The Goldbergs,’ will play the lead role in the Wierton Pageant 
at Wierton, W Va., Labor Day....Warren Sweeney got another 39 weeks 
on Pet Milk’s Serenade (CBS)....Korn Kobblers clear over WOR-Mutual 
1:30-2 p.m. Saturdays....George F. Putnam's Sunday a.m. news period on 
WEAF-NBC will be spensored by Maltex starting Sept. 6. 

Bill Ramsey, Procter & Gamble radio director, in town last week. He's 
due back again about mid-September, on his way for New England va- 
cation....Martha Scott and her husband, director Carlton Alsop, in from 
the Coast....John Taylor, Pedlar & Ryan script editor, due to enter the 
Navy soon....Priscilla Morgan, named for sec to Harry Ackerman, Young 
& Rubicam supervisor on the show, was a new character on the ‘Aldrich 
Family’ last week, but goes out of the script with tomorrow night's 
(Thursday) episode. Mary Shipp (Mrs. Ackerman) is playing the part..., 
Elaine Sterne Carrington, author of ‘Pepper Young’ and ‘When a Girl 
Marries,’ back from Coast. 

Treasury Department going ahead with a series on Mutual, but starting 
date still not set....Jack Hurdle, who went to the Coast to direct ‘Junior 
Miss’ for Benton & Bowles, back east....Jackson Wheeler, ‘Hobby Lobby’ 
announcer, and Curtiss Candy, newscaster,’ to Coast for vacation and to 
be married....‘Life Can Be Beautiful’ ground out some pretty tawdry 
philosophy Wednesday (26) in its usual attempt to cash in on that title. ... 
‘Romance of Helen Trent’ the same day (26) was really mawkish....Al 
Flanagan, formerly with KDKA, Pittsburgh, has joined the WOR director 
staff, succeeding Robert Louis Shayon, who resigned to take an executive- 
producer berth at CBS. 

Dorothy Lowell, title actress on ‘Our Gal Sunday,’ written out of the 
script this week for a vacation with her husband, William Spire, of the 
OWI in Washington....Mueller macaroni has bought the Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday chapters of Isabel Manning Hewson’s ‘Morning Mar- 
ket Basket’ series on WJZ-Blue, through the Duane Jones agency.... 
Ann Barley, of the radio section of the War Department, in town last 
weekend....Mutual will air the eight-game fooball series beween the 
Army All-Stars and the National Pro Football League teams, for Gillette 
razor, through the Maxon agency, with Jim Britt handling the broadcasts 
in the east and Frank Bull the two on the Coast. 

Basil Loughrane directing ‘Valiant Lady,’ succeeding Wyn Orr, who went 
into the Army....Robert Louis Shayon has succeeded Charles Vanda as 
director of ‘They Live Forever’....Bill Zuckert a regular on ‘Dough-Re- 
Mi’ with Pert Kelton and Ralph Dumke....Roger Bower directs the new 
‘Vaudeville’ series Saturday nights on WOR....New vice-president will 
be named at the CBS board of directors’ meeting today (Wednesday).... 
Ralph Kisch, formerly with Gotham hosiery, joined WWRL announcer 











staff....Bill Robson, CBS exec-producer, may be commissioned in the 
Army’s Special Service....Milton Lewis now scripting ‘Joyce Jordan,’ 
with Julian Funt editorial supervisor. Funt authors ‘Big Sister’....Don 


Becker announced as again writing ‘We Love and Learn,’ replacing Bess 
Flynn, who continues as author of ‘Bachelor's Children.’ 





IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


THE RaApio TRADE Is Discussinc: The Utopian era for producers with 
flew offers every day—Renewal of NBC time by Sealtest through Jan. 
1 putting to shame all those rumors—Blue network's serious pitch for 
business, with even Headman Don Gilman hustling east with 16 shows 
to sell. 


Bill Henry had his contract stretched by American Chicle for another 
quarter on NBC. He’s one of the few home commentators who actually 
saw overseas duty as a war correspondent....First show back from vaca- 
tion is Hal Peary’s ‘Great Gildersleeve.’ Only production change is that 
of John Whedon (late of J. Walter Thompson) as scripter in place of Len 
Levinson, who is tojling on Government shows for Nat Wolff....Charlie 
Ruggles will be he first guester on Chase & Sanborn when the new season 
is unveiled Sept. 6....Harrison Holliway looking for a new program 
director at KFI-KECA to replace Glan Heisch, who switched over to 
Office of War Information, radio division....Jim Bannon moved from 
KFI to Kansas City’s KMBC spieling staff....Harry Baldwin, who for the 
past 11 years doubled as secretary and door slammer for Jack Benny, 
now recruiting here for the Navy....John Kennedy, staff announcer for 
the Blue, takes over the announcing chore on Lux Radio Theatre from 
Mel Ruick, now a captain in the Air Force....Having played nearly all 
the camps around here, Edgar Bergen will start for the other seaboard 
Sunday (6) with java originations already set for West Point, Annapolis 
and Quantico, Va.....Sid Strotz east on NBC biz....Bing Crosby returns 
to Kraft Music Hall Sept. 24....Don Lee-Mutual’s new program, ‘This Is 
the Hour,’ will have dialers vote for the best service band. Pickups will 
be made from a different camp or base each week to supplement the 
music of Dave Rose’s orchestra and Betty Rhodes’ thrushing....Mann 
Holiner back from his vacash, relieving Don Cope of his interim pro- 
ducership of Maxwell House Time so he can return to New York. 





IN CHICAGO .. . 


Robert McGinnis, formerly on NBC’s guest relations staff, now at Fort 
Benning, Ga., receives his second lieutenant’s bars this week....Mary 
Ann Mercer, radio canary, guest on ‘Roy Shields Review’ over WMAQ- 
NBC Sept. 1....Russel M. Seeds Agency, Chicago, announces the Tommy 
Dorsey summer show for Raleigh Cigarettes will replace Uncle Walter's 
Dog House on Wed. nights, starting Sept. 16....Mr, and Mrs. Atcher, 
known to WJJD listeners as Smilin’ Bob and Bonnie Blue Eyes, are off 


for Hollywood to co-star in Columbia’s ‘Panhandle Trail’....Cesar 
Petrillo’s son, Joseph, was this week inducted into the Navy as an avia- 
tion cadet .Betty Lou Gerson, of the ‘Lonely Women’ cast, and hubby 


Joe Ainley have bought a 120-acre dairy farm northwest of Chicagc.... 
AFRA members in Chicago have pledged themselves to buy a minimum 
of $150,000 in war bonds every month....Guy Savage, WGN sports an- 
nouncer, has authored a new song, ‘I’m Lonesome for a Letter’. ...Sherman 
K. Gregory, manager of WEAF, N. Y., a Chicago visitor, also Campbell 
Armour, general mgr. of WTAR, Norfolk, Va....Dale Evans, former 
WBBM canary, signed last year by 20th Century-Fox, guesting on Fred 
Brady’s Variety Show during Chi vacation....Bob Brown, NBC’s sailing 
announcer, won Chicago Corinthian Yacht Club’s cruising race this week 
in his sloop ‘Matelot’....Joe Rife, WMAQ engineering field supervisor, 1n 
Wesley Memorial Hospital undergoing appendectomy. 

Les Tremayne, first love of Helen Trent over the ether nine years ag9, 
is back in the cast again....Jane Brandes, featured vooalist with Eddie 
Stanton’s orch, has joined the CBS music department....Frank Mullen, 
vice-pres. and gen. mgr, of NBC, formerly in the Chicago office, a visitor 
here. He made a speech at convention of the Alpha Gamma Rho Fra- 
ternity....Guests on Victory Matinee this week will include Vaughn 
Monroe, Benny Fields, James Cagney, Eddy Duchin, Clara, Lu and Emma. 

Larry Salerno, of ‘Helen Trent’ show, guest-appearing Saturday (5) at 
concert in Chicago’s Grant Park....Sgt. Gene Autry a Chicago visitor en 
route from Washington to Coast, where his Sunday program originates 
Sept. 30....With the Sept. 2 broadcast of Ris show, the Danny Thomas 
Blue Network broadcast shifts to a new time, 8:30 Wed., CWT....Reader’s 
Digest contracted for 17 live spot announcements over WBBM, beginning 
Aug. 27. 
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Inside Concert—Opera 


Further indications that the Metropolitan Opera Co., in desperate need 
of a dramatic tenor for Italian roles to aid Giovanni Martinelli, plans to 
use Lauritz Melchior, comes in the form of the tenor’s first recordings 
for Columbia. For the month of September, Columbia will release four 
Melchior recordings, two being from Wagnerian operas, and the other 
two from ‘Otello.’ 

Selections from the latter opera are the ‘Dio mi potevi scagliar’ and 
‘Nuim mi Tema.’ ‘Rienzi’s Prayer’ from ‘Rienzi’ and ‘O Konig’ from 
‘Tristan’ are the other selections. Columbia took full-page color 
ads in Life, the New Yorker and Time, Aug. 17, 22 and 24, to push the 
sale of the records. It is believed that ‘Otello and ‘Aida’ would be the 
roles Melchior may sing at the Met, he having sung these roles when he 
was first starting as a tenor, and the former as recently as the 1937 season 
in San Francisco. 








One of the rarest record finds in the past several decades has been 
turned up by William Seltsam of the International Record Collectors 
Club, Bridgeport, Conn. The record is a cylinder recording of Adelina 
Patti recorded in 1895 and singing the ‘Laughing Song’ from Auber’s 
‘Manon Lescaut.’ 

Patti recorded for Victor in 1906 when she was 63 and her records 
only show faint traces of her phenomenal voice. This record, cut 11 years 
earlier, exhibits all the florid skill of the artist at her best and is con- 
eluded with a brilliant effortless top ‘C.’ Seltsam will release the record 
after re-recording in September. 





Nathan Milstein, violinist, is still carrying on negotiations with his 
cousin, Lewis Milestone, for the production of ‘The Life of Paganini,’ but 
in the interim, Warner Bros. has become interested in the artist for a 
part in ‘Humoresque.’ Whichever deal jells first will be accepted by the 

iolinist. ; 

F It is also rumored without confirmation that United Artists has offered a 
contract to Jan Kiepura, who last appeared in films under Paramount. 

The Met’s Polish tenor is also considering an engagement at Carnegie 
Hall, N. Y., for an appearance in an operetta. 





Salvatore Baccaloni, Met basso buffo, has been screen-tested in New York 
by 20th Century-Fox. It is planned to make a series of operatic two-reelers 
with the singer sometime next April after the close of his Met tour. 

In the audition film, Baccaloni did scenes from ‘L’Elisir D’Amore’ and 
‘Barber of Seville.’ The singer had Pietro Cimara, Met conductor, at the 
piano, while Burke Simon directed the making of the short. 

Arnold Pisani, Baccaloni’s personal representative, is conducting the 
negotiations with 20th-Fox. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
AT MET AHEAD 





Luboschutz-N emenoff 
Open Fall Tour Oct. 14 


Pierre Luboschutz and Genia 
Memenoff open a fall tour of 35 


dates in Sayre, Pa., Oct. 14. The 
duo-pianists are booked for or- 
chestral dates with the Chicago, 
Cincinnati, St. Louis and _ Los 
(OF LA Angeles symphonies. 
7 Included in their next season’s 


repertoire will be a new concerto 
for two pianos written for them by 
the Czechoslovakian composer, Bor- 
islav Martinu. 


MITROPOULOS SEEKS 
YANKEE CITIZENSHIP 


Minneapolis, Sept. 1. 

Dimitri Mitropoulos, conductor of 
the Minneapolis Symphony orches- 
tra, has filed notice of his intention 
to become a U. S. citizen. He gave 
his age as 46 and former residence 
as Athens, Greece, where, before 
coming here, he conducted the 
Athens Symphony orchestra. 

Mitropoulos recently returned 
from Mexico, where he was guest 
conductor at several concerts with 
the national symphony orchestra. 


AFM Threat Brings Hub 
Symph Nix in Rochester 





The Metropolitan Opera’s reduced 
price scale from $7 to $5 top has re- 
sulted in new subscriptions ‘running 
well ahead of last year at the same 
time. 

The most gratifying factor is that 
persons off the list for several years 
are renewing subscriptions, and out 
of town buyers are still holding 
their own, while new subscribers are 
being added daily. It is hoped that 
the present pace will possibly sell 
80% of the house by subscription 
before the opening. 


Guidi Out of St.L. Symph 
After Golschmann Row 


St. Louis, Sept. 1. 

The St. Louis symph orch is 
prepping for its 63rd consecutive 
season, the teeoff being skedded for 
Nov. 6. Vladimir Golschmann, mae- 
stro, who became a naturalized citi- 
zen two years ago, will start his 12th 
season on the podium. He is the 
winner in a feud with Scipione 
Guidi, concertmaster and asst. con- 
ductor, that flared into the open last 




















Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 1. 


Rochester Civic Music’ Assn. 
dropped the Boston Symphony from 


Spring. Golschmann, at that time, 
declared Guidi had feuded with him 
g 1l years and he wanted no more 
of it. 

No contract was sent to Guidi for 
the forthcoming season although his 
supporters made a determined fight 
for his retention in the orch. Nego- 
tiations are under way to secure an 
outstanding American violinist to 
replace Guidi. As in«past seasons, 
the orch performing in the opera 
house of the municipal auditorium 
will present 18 pairs of concerts, to 
be presented on Friday afternoon 
and Saturday night and four per- 
formances of the new Ballet Theatre 
during the holiday season. 

_ Because of transportation difficul- 
ies it has not been determined 
whether the orch will make its cus- 


tomary three tours through the mid- 
west. 





QUITS PITT SYMPH JOB 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 1. 

Henri Temianka, Dr. Fritz 
Reiner’s concertmaster with the 
Pittsburgh Symphony orchestra, has 
relinquished the post he held here 
‘Or one year to devote his time to 
concert work. 

He will appear with the orchestra 


aS a soloist during the season, how- 
ever, 





its winter concert schedule for the 
first time in a decade on threat of 
American Federation of Musicians to 
boycott the Eastman theatre, where 
symph had _— skedded. Manager 
Arthur M. See has booked two series 
of five concerts each, including 
Lily Pons, Heifetz, Rachmaninoff, 


Francescatti, John Charles Thomas, | 
Theatre, | 


Robert Casadesus, Ballet 
Don Cossack Choir, and two locally 
produced operas with name princi- 
pals, ‘Barber of Seville’ and ‘La 
Traviata.’ 





Mex Symph to Tour 





Mexico Ctiy, Aug. 25. 


Mexican Symphonic Orchestra, di- | 


rected by Carlos Chavez and com- 
posed of 102 musicians, starts a 
three-week, 2l-concert tour of key 
Mexican cities when it ends its local 
season in early October at the Palace 
of Fine Arts (National Theatre) 
here. 

Orchestra is to augment its playing 


staff to 125 for the first rendition in | out their recourse to the great Met-| 


Mexico, early in September, of Shos- 
takovich’s Seventh Symphony, writ- 


Giannini Tour Set 
For Oct. 30 Opening 


Dusolina Giannini, Met dramatic 
soprano, will open her fall concert 
tour in Minneapolis, Oct. 30. She 
then goes to the Chicago Opera Co. 
and resumes her concert tour Dec. 
7 in Ashville, N. C. 

Singer will make nine concert ap- 
pearances intermingled with her 
Met season. 


Sees Dearth 


Only of Young 
Opera Ideas 


New York. 











| 
| 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 

I should like to take vehement ex- 
ception to the writer whose pessimis- 
tic pen decries ‘The dearth of young 
singers.’ 

It is regrettable that the Met weeps 
for opera with great crocodile tears 
while planning to drop many young 
artists painstakingly weeded out 
through several years of radio audi- 
tions (Variety, Aug. 19, p. 32, col. 2). 

Decry instead the system that pre- 
fers to cater to wealthy boxholders 
and music critics instead of to thea- 
tregoers who will support an or- 
ganization that gives them a show 
rather than a museum. I have had 
it verified for me that audiences in 
the U. S. A. will go to opera in Eng- 
lish if it displays any of the show- 
manship values they are accustomed 
to from the movies and legitimate 
plays they see. The challenge is to 
the ranking opera producers who 
prefer to accept the status quo 
rather than seek out translators to 
transform dull and involved operatic 
libretti into meaningful (and sing- 
able) idioms for the enjoyment of 
the millions who love opera for its 
music but laugh at its unfortunate 
staging and its unintelligible tongues. 

Another golden age of opera is not 
just a dream but can be a reality 
if it be under the aegis of skilfull 
young producers who are honest 
enough to admit the inadequacy of 
the average opera presentation as a 
show. Not even Shakespeare is bur- 
dened with all the tradition that 
shackles opera. Yet, when some 
capable experimental group points a 
way to more genuine enjoyment of 
opera through skilfull staging and 
good translation, not a commercial 
nibble is evidenced. 

To cite a specific instance, in Feb- 
ruary, 1941, the Opera Department 
of the Juilliard Graduate School pre- 
sented an English version of ‘The 
Barber of Seville’ that for inteili- 
gibility, charm and sheer fun ri- 
valled any Italian performance by any 
major company. Principally because 
all the audience participated—unlike 
Met performances, for instance, where 
only a comparative handful who un- 


derstand the language can enjoy 
more than mere pantomime or 
familiar music. After witnessing 





Juilliard’s performances I resolved to 

| try similar performances of this and 
| other works in an attempt to show 
| the lay opera-goers that he’d been 
missing a great deal in opera if he 
had never heard it sung in intel- 
ligible English and staged in a man- 
} ner usually ignored by tradition- 
bound opera managements. 

I have so far been unable to in- 
terest any daring producer in the 
| idea of giving voung singers a boost 
| financially and artistically by doing 





ling with me ‘to hell with tradition 
lif it doesn’t make a good show.’ I 
| haven't given up, however. 
It is difficult to condone 
| tifying assembly line’ 

| practiced by teachers, coaches and 
|maestros universally that 
|singer to be an automaton 


the stul- 
technique 


to be 
ized that not even a rehearsal with 
the balance of the cast is required 
before a performance can be given. 

Every young singer on the Met’s 
payroll has possibilities beyond the 
scope of that company if for no 
other reason than youth. Let some- 
one start the ball rolling by en- 
couraging (financially) groups to do 
opera in English with no concessions 








ARNALDO ESTRELLA’S | 
TOUR IS AN ‘AWARD’ 


Arnaldo Estrella, Brazilian pianist, 
kas been awarded the Columbia) 
Concert Corp. Award, which will in-| 
clude a sponsored tour of the U. S.| 
The award is the result of a com- 
petition among pianists in Brazil and 
is backed by Columbia in an attempt 
to promote South American good 
will. 

Pianist will open his U. S. concert 
tour Feb. 7 with an appearance with 
the N. Y. Philharmonic under Bruno 
Walter. He will give a N. Y. recital 
at Town Hall, Feb. 17, and has been 
engaged as soloist with the National 
Symphony of Washington, the Cin- 
cinnati Symphony, the Minneapolis 
Symphony, the Indianapolis Sym- 
phony, t.e Chicago Symphony and 
the Philadelphia Symphony. Pianist 
will also make some Community 
Concert appearances. 


MILSTEIN HEADS 
UNIT BOND PUSH 


Nathan Milstein has been ap- 
pointed chairman and coordinator 
of the Musicians War Bond Drive, 
and the violinist is lining up fellow 
musicians in an allout drive through 
concerts to promote the sale of 
bonds. He inaugurated Musicians 
Week as Monday (31) and during 
this week he’s been appearing to- 
gether with Bidu Sayao, Maria Gam- 
barelli, Alexander Smallens and 
Erica Morini, over WJZ in a 15- 
minute appeal. 

Milstein has enlisted the services 
of cellist Gregor Piatigorsky and 
will give a joint concert with him 
on Oct. 11 at Carnegie Hall, admis- 
sion to be purchase of war stamps. 
Among artists who will donate their 
services will be John Charles 
Thomas, Gladys Swarthout, Claudio 
Arrau, Bronislaw Huberman, Duso- 
lina Giannini, Vladimir Horowitz 
and Serge Rachmaninoff. 


DAUGHTER, 9, JOINS 
MAAZEL IN CONCERT 


A new concert combination, Mar- 

















Grace Moore Forms Operetta Troupe 
For 6-Mo. N.Y. Season; Evans Signed 


Grace Moore, taking advantage of 

the current vogue in N. Y. for opere 
ettas, has formed a company in con- 
junction with Russell Lewis and will 
present a season of six months, start- 
ing in January, 1943, at a Broadway 
theatre. The first operetta will be 
Offenbach’s ‘La Belle Helene,’ with 
Wilbur Evans, baritone, appearing 
opposite Miss Moore. Evans is pres- 
ently being featured at the Carnegie 
Hall operetta revivals. He was re- 
cently signed by 20th-Fox. 
The singer will invite internation- 
ally famous opera stars to appear 
with her company. Lily Pons and 
Gladys Swarthout have been ap 
proached and are receptive to the 
idea. The company will operate as 
a permanent unit, presenting a new 
operetta every two weeks, or 12 
over the season. All will be sung in 
English and will have adequate 
translations from whatever language 
they were originally produced in, 
Auditions for the supporting singers 
will be held as soon as incorpora- 
tion plans are completed. 

Miss Moore will probably present 
a new operetta by Kurt Weili, who 
is engaged in writing one now. Miss 
Moore will probably make all her 
appearances by the first of May 
since RKO has indicated an interest 
in ‘Prima Donna,’ the story Miss 
Moore is interested in. A film deal 
at Paramount is also being mulled. 

The establishment of a permanent 
operetta company has always been 
a pet idea of the soprano’s since her 
student days in Europe. 


19 Events Listed 
For Fall Season 


By Frisco Assn. 





San Francisco, Sept. 1. 


The San Francisco Opera Assn. 
has listed 19 events for the most ex- 
tensive winter concert schedule it 
has ever programmed. The Opera 
House will be scene of 10 of the en- 
gagements beginning Nov. 3. The 
other nine events are scheduled for 
the Curran Theatre. The first of 
these is billed for Nov. 15. 

The Opera House programs are 
Jascha Heifetz, Carmen Amaya and 
her dance group, opening night of a 
local Monte Carlo Ballet Russe sea- 
son, Sergei Jaroff's Don Cossack 





vin Maazel, pianist, and his nine- 
year old daughter, Saundra Berk- 


Symphony, the National Symphony 
and in the Hollywood Bowl 





It’s Up to the Army 
On Abram’s Bookings 


Jacques Abram, pianist presently 
a private at Fort Jay, Governors 
Island, N. Y., has been booked for 17 
concerts by NCAC for next season. 








| good opera in good English and say- | 


trains a/| 


fitted into an opera role so standard- | 


Y"hether or not the pianist will 
tbe allowed to play his 
| problematical. 


dates is 





| Asheville Mozart Fete 


i the 


Chorus, Richard Crooks, Mischa 
;Elman, Helen Traubel, John Charles 


ova, will be presented this coming |Thomas, Nelson Eddy and Artur 
season by NCAC. | Rubinstein. 

The youthful violinist has already Scheduled into the Curran are 
appeared with the Los Angeles | Paul Draper, dancer, and Larry Ad- 


ler, harmonica virtuoso, dividing one 
program; the Don Cossacks, Josef 
Szigeti, Artur Schnabel, duo-pianists 
Vronsky and Babin, Dusolina Gian- 
nini, the Trapp Family Singers, duo- 
pianists Luboshutz and Nemenoff 
and Robert Casadesus. 


PONS SET FOR 4 DATES 
AT 236 FOR SF. OPERA 


San Francisco, Sept. 1. 
Lily Pons has come to terms with 
San Francisco Opera Co. and 





''will appear in four performances of 


the 20th anniversary season starting 








. 7 Oct. 9. It is reported that ‘Lucia.’ 
| A Casualty of the War ©.%.. % Js repo wt Sue, 
| Fee ee or ‘Lakme,’ and ‘Daughter of the 
| Asheville, N. C., Sept. 1 |Regiment’ will be the operas in 
sville’ Mozart stival in as ' : . ~~ 
| Asheville’s Mozart festival is a | which she will appear. 
casualty of the war.— The signing of the coloratura 
Gasoline and rubber shortage | means that ‘Pagliacci’ and ‘Caval- 
balked 1942 plans and Thor John- | leria,’ scheduled to be presented, 
Son, member of Univ ersity of Michi- r+will be omitted from the repertoire. 
gan music faculty and festival di-/|]t js said the singer will receive 
rector past five years, is in military | apout $2,500 per performance. 
service. abbintihis 
Fete is only musical event in | 


country with entire program series } 
} composed Of works of Mozart. 


NCAC SIGNS BERINI 








Szigeti’s 45 Dates 


a. 45-date 





Joseph Szigeti opens 


to tradition for tradition’s sake, and Mario Berini. tenor of the Radio | tour in Waterloo, Ia., Oct. 9. The 

I'll promise that an appreciative pub-| City Music Hall, has been signed to violinist has also been booked with 

llic will respond in a manner that}a managerical contract by NCAC. the National, Toronto, Montreal, 

will make it possible to finance the LS Philadelphia, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, 

| careers of these young artists with-| Felix Knight Joins Judson | Chicago, Peoples Symphonies and 
Felix Knight, tenor, formerly | the N. Y. Philharmonic. 

| ropolitan Opera House. |under NCAC management, has been | Szigeti makes his bow in the 


There is no dearth of young sing- 


ten by the Russian composer during | ers—only of young ideas! 


the siege of Leningrad. 


James Lehmann. 


signed by the Judson Bureau of | 
Columbia Concerts for 1942-43 man- } 
agement, | 


popular field this month when Co- 
lumbia releases an album of gypsy 
music recently recorded by him. 
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The special Bands-Talent 
‘Strictly For The 
Buyers,’ published soon 
by VARIETY, will serve as 


a reference guide because 


issue, 


of its wide editorial scope 
.- an exceptionally good 


advertising buy. . .-we sug- 





gest vou make your space 
reservations now... 


In New York... 
at 154 West 46th St. 


In Chicago... 
at 54 W. Randolph St. 


In Hollywood... 
at 1708 N. Vine St. 
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Can't Quit War Job, So Maestro 
And Bandmen Quit Being Musicians 


A: 
vr 





Philadelphia, Sept. 1. 
Allen Fielding, leader of the Club 
Bali orchestra, and three of his 
bandsmen took jobs as welders at 
the Philadelphia Navy Yard a 
couple of months ago, doubling on 


the bandstand at the club each 
night. 
For a while things were swell, 


with the tooters drawing down two 
hefty pay checks each week. But 
after a while this burning of the 
candle on both ends began to tell. 
They asked their Navy Yard fore- 
man if they could resign and were 
shown the Government’s ruling: 

‘No one can quit a job at a Navy 
Yard, after once starting, until 
they've worked for a period of at 
least six months.’ 

So now Fielding and his tooters— 
a drummer and two sax players— 
have laid aside their instruments for 
the welder’s torch. Fielding was 
forced to give up a lucrative con- 
tract at the Bali. He's now strictly 





a welder—at least until the six 
months are up. 
Cleve. Band’s War Work 


Cleveland, Sept. 1. 

house band at the 
is being given 
the ‘Ail-Out De- 


Aud King’s 
Aragon ballroom 
timely billing as 


fense Orchestra,’ since all of its 
eight mugjcians are doubling in 
overalls in Cleveland's war indus- 
tries. 


King is now : full-fledged marine 
electrician at local American Ship 
Yards. Works on wiring Govern- 
ment vessels until 4 p.m. daily, 
rushes home to change into formal 
band attire and then waves a baton 
for five hours nightly. 

Both Jack Lloyd, his pianist, and 
Charles Dvorak, sax, also double in 
shipyard’s electrical department, 
Trumpeteer Bill Bailey runs a pre- 


cision machine at an airplane plant, | 


while his trumpet-partner, Johnny 
Taylor, is a factory machinist on the 
side. Sheldon Hendershott, sax, 
takes the dents out of army and 
navy band instruments at a music 
repair shop. George Tuttle, reed- 
man, and Anthony Granata, bass, 


work in tool-making factories, while 
drummer Joe Gilbert Gibbons is an 
electrical maintenance man at alr- 
port in his spare time. 

All of the King bandsmen started 
learning side-trades two years ago, 
when they saw war clouds looming. 
Now they are so firmly entrenched 
in defense jobs that their draft- 
boards have ordered them to con- 
tinue the valuable work, instead of 
conscription them. 

Nitery Personnel in War Work 

Philadelphia, Sept. 1 

Every member of the bill currently 
at McGee’s Club 15 is holding down 
a defense job during the day 


Ken Milton, m.c., is a sheet metal 
yorker at Cramp’s shipyard. Bar- 
bara Stone, canary, is a dispatcher 
at the Bendix aviation plant. Doris 
Field, vocalist, works at the U. S 
Signal Corps 

Others doing war work: 

Lola Claire, dancer, sells bonds; 


Harriet Hale, bandleader and pianist, 
volunteer clerk at Red Cross office; 


Freddy Ebener in Army, 
Assigns Band to Others 


Omaha, Sept. 1. 
Freddy Ebener, the maestro who 
has operated his band in and around 
town for a long time, is now an 





army lieutenant and his band has 


been turned over to Morton Wells, 
trumpeter and vocalist, and Marvin 
Wright, arranger and pianist. 

Band is winding up a short sum- 
mer engagement at Troutdale-in-the- 
Pines, Colorado resort. 


Fitch Band Poll 
Heats Up Detroit; 
Ray Gorrell Wins 


Detroit, Sept. 1. 

Plenty of hard-feeling was en- 
gendered here when the Fitch band- 
wagon drugstore poll flushed out 
109 bands all seeking the broadcast 
time. Plenty of charges of stuffed 
ballot boxes are running around the 
town, and the locals still blinking 
over the fact that there were 109 
orchestras in the contest, a surprise 
number of combinations. 

However, a good 50% of the bands 
‘in the race’ could be tossed over- 
board as self-starter outfits for whom 
nobody voted except the three or 
four members of the pickup com- 
bination. Despite these unknowns, 
the voting was close among the top 
bracket bands, with maestros no 
longer speaking to pals in the be- 
lief that the other crew was stuffing 
the unsupervised ballot boxes. 


Fort Dix Band’s Par | 
Short for Army Relief 


Fort Dix, N. J., dance orch, staffed 
mostly with w.k. musicians, has a 
green light from Army Emergency 
Relief to do a two-reeler for Par 
with revenue going to the relief org. 


Pvt. Marco Rosales, who had his own 
combo in Hollywood Beach, Fila., 
when he was drafted, handles the 
baton. 

Among the 14 men in the outfit 
are George Koenig, ex-Benny Good- 
man sax; Red Di Cataldo, ex-Larry 








Clinton trumpet; Bob Jenny, ex- 
Claude Thornhill trombone; Bob 
Stuarsi, ex-Louis Prima sax; Joe 


Florentine, also a trumpeter with 
Larry Clinton; Carol Rarvis, who 
beat the skins for Joe Venuti, and 
Al Peinecke, who scored for Dick 
Stabile and splits the arranging 
chores for this combo with Maestro 
Rosales. 


BANDS SEE ‘NET 
COMMISSION’ 
AS SAVER 





Lower level orchestras, which Winner in the contest in a close 
have had hard sledding lately be- | race wee the Ray Gorrell band, 
cause of the great increase in the | Which : advertises itself locally wy 
cost of transportation, are looking Detroit's Favorite Band. Second 
fo:ward to Sept. 15, when ‘the new] Was the Ben Young orch, with 





Jimmy Straus band only a hot breath 





American Feder.tion of Musicians nies : 
rule goes into effect governing the behind. The big Gorrell outfit, w hich | 
exacting of commissions by booking | maintains its own booking office| 





agencies. This rule allows the| here, is strictly a Detroit orchestra | 
agency to take commissions only on | since it confines dates to the Michi-| 
the net, that is after all transporta- | gan area. Band was singled out for 
tion, taxes, etc., are taken out; for-|an important date last Spring in 
merly commissions were based on | Bermuda, but claims it has found it 
the face value of a contract. ;more rofitable to stick to local book- 
Since buses were taken out of | iN8s. 

circulation for use on one-nighters, The Fitch broadcast takes the air} 
the ‘B’ and class bands have | Sept. 6 from the Hotel Statler. 





been hard put to show a profit and | 
frequently have lost money because 
of the sharp increase in travel costs. 


GLENN MILLER MAY 











least 


Many of them have been forced NAVY, 

from the one-night road for that J eo We 

reason. 

It’s expected, however, that after , . 

Sept . the agencies will place|, Glenn Miller may be planning to | 

jest ass 5 eke P '|join the Navy as soon as his schedule , 

these bands on location as often asj°.. ; , . 
. iwill permit him to do so. Though 

possible. They must keep them | , 

ed mations . ' lrumors that he was contemplating 

working, however, or lose them be- “7 inte ean dated ei 

cause of another AFM rule that all re i title ae Bailie 

bands must be offered bookings at | P&4 ay, HS Gneeren Wee Mel 


has approached several rival leaders 
with a proposition to join with him 
and members of a ser, 
lband under his direction. 

For the past several weeks there 
ave been rumors flying around at- 
to Lieut. Com, Eddie Pea- 


Theatre Dates Pep Up 
B.R. of Bands on N.Y. cd to Lieut. Com. Eddie Pea- 
Great Lakes Training Station, that 


Non 7 Profit Locations ¢":* was on the verge of 


lup. Prior to that there were other 
reports that the leader had asked 
the men in his band to join the Navy 


°20 out of 


every 26 weeks, 


hecame ice 


Ih 
| tributed 


body, 





Temporarily moving ut of 
lengthy location jobs to play theatres 


as a means of partially recuperating | With him in a body. Miller denied 
|sagging bankrolls has been done be-/all the reports Saturday (29) at the 
fore, but never from N. Y. hotels.| Fox theatre, Brooklyn, where he's 
oe Bobby Byrne bowed jcutventty playing. 

out of the Edison hotel for one week | ~< apnea 

to play Loew’s State, and beginning Barney Ruhl band he as moved 
ith week (Sept. 4) Johnny Long the Mayflower hotel, Ak: C., o 
will drop out of the New Yorker to | six week 

play a week at Keith’s, Boston. Si nce | 

a band’s theatre salary is usually eo 
ithree or four times larger than tha 

of the location job (on which most 

outfits lose money), an occasional 
i theatre week makes the drain of a 


Julia Gabinet, violinist, spotter at | 
Air Corps Interceptor Command; | 
Cotherine Powers, clarinetist, sells | 
bonds and stamps in the lobby of 
the Trans bux theatre. 

And Johnny McGee, owner of thé 
Spot, is a member of the Civil Alt 
P tro] 

L. A. Jumps Juke Tax 
Los Angeles Sept 1 

Juke boxes were listed among the 
war casualties after the city council 
laid down a tax barrage raising the} 
annual squeeze from $1 to $5 per 


juke. With 5,000 boxes in town, the 
boost means $20,000 more per year 
in the city treasury. 

Other victims were the peanut and) 
candy vending machines, raised from 
$3 to $10, at an estimated increase of | 
$30,000 yearly in the civic exchequer. | 


Gloria Parker Finds Men 


Gloria Parker, former vaude single 
whose forte was playing a 
dozen musical instruments, opens 
with an all-male outfit at Arcadia 
Ballroom, N. Y., tomorrow (Thurs.) 
night. Band if currently at Luna 
Park, Coney Island. Miss Parker 
plays fiddle in front of her group. 

Agented by Music Corp. 
America. 





of 


half | 


j 
j 


long sitdown easier 

Long is to be replaced at the New | 
Yorker for the week by Carl_Hoft. | 
Byrne’s place at the Edison was | 


| taken by Lee Castle on a Tinker-to- | — 


| tle was playing the Arcadia Ball- 


Evans-to-Chance arrangement. Cas- 


name 
hotels 


lineup of 
York 


nter 
major New 


and w 
at 


Fall 
bands 


|!room, New York, but dropped out of 
a oo “ PP will be essentially the same as last 


ithere for the one week to fill in for) "°™ ©™ "°°" low eeenetic + 
Byrne, subsequently returning.) Yar, Wie & BENT CARS pie wee 
Byrne is to be at the Edison until Miller goes back into the ig oes 
Nov. 1: Long is at the New Yorker Vania the first week in October; 


, until October. 


| 
| 


Benny Goodman returns to the New 





agar nainienitiemcetil Yorker a week later. Both will be 
Jane Ward, gal vocalist with Ciyde followed by the same bands as last 
year—Jimmy Dorsey at the Penn 


Lucas’ orchestra, currently in Mem- 


phis, is quitting to return to her | and probably Woody Herman at the 
home in Philadelphia because of ill| New Yorker. | 
‘health. Lavonna Cromwell, of the Vaughn Monroe moves back into 
. } ‘yy Tam ‘ 
\Cromwell Sisters. formerly with! the Commodore; Harry James will 
'Herbie Holmes band, is a likely | be at the Lincoln from Oct. 2 to the 


{choice to replace. 


| first of the year. Guy Lombardo re- 


signing | 





And Instigati 





James Cracks N. Y. Hotel 
Mark With 7,101 Covers 


Harry James’ orchestra cracked the 
record for cover charge tabs lured 
onto the Astor Roof, N. Y., last week, 
piling up a total of 7,101 in six days. 
That’s probably a record for all 
N. Y.’s major name band hotels, too, 
since the Astor’s 1,000 capacity is the 
largest room ever to use such talent. 
Saturday night (29) the room played 
to 1,535 covers, also a new high for 
one night. Management posted 
waiter captains in the lobby of the 
hotel below to prevent people from 
coming near the roof. It’s claimed 
over 1,000 were turned away. 

James’ .nightly figures Monday 
through Saturday were: 1,046, 1,003, 
1,182, 1,045, 1,290, 1,535. That topped 
his first week’s figure of 6,757, which 
was 101 short of Tommy Dorsey’s 
| 6,858, the previous high. 


CHESTER BKPT:; 
LISTS $23,233 
IN DEBTS 











Bob Chester last week filed the 
third largest petition in bankruptcy 
by a bandleader in Federal 
N. Y. Again proving that the band 
business big business, at least in 
unpaid debts, Chester listed liabili-| 
ties of $23,233 and assests of $1,285, 
not including his saxophone. Pre- 
ivious high baths were taken by 
Bobby Byrne, recently 
| liabilities of approximately 
'and Jack Teagarden, 
for $28,000. 


In listing creditors, 
| tion 


is 


who 
$58,000, 
two years ago, 


revealed that he had 
| ment with Tommy Dorsey 
ithe latter was entitled to 10% 
| Chester's profits from his band. 
was not generally known that Dorsey 
| had a piece of Chester’s outfit, though | 
| there have been rtimors to that effect. | 
| Dorsey was instrumental in peed 
| Chester’ s band started about thre 
| years ago. 
Chester 
| A. Braunstein, 
| Jack Philbin, 
Jack J. Katz, 
and Harry W 
Corp. of America, bookers, $3, 
accrued commissions; Mrs Christine 
Fisher (mother) $9,357, and a total 
| of $2.166 to musicians in his 
including $212 to arrange 
Rose. Assets 


and inst 


an agree- 


lists debts to Phillip | 
accountant, $1,000; 

personal manager, $827 
$2,000: Ben Yost, ins 


Lawrence, $350 


also 


Dave 
of $1.258 represent 
his car rument 


Antonio Outlet 
Antonio, Sept. 1 
hotel will air 
music of bands from it 
Anachcho Room over WOAI nightly 
with a broadca Sunday 


ek +7 6 — 
Contract Cails sU-minuté 


Band's San 
San 
thony 


The St. An the 


name 
double st on 


week 


Everett Hoagla 


emote 
Current s 
c} 


nproadcasts 


‘NY. Hotels’ Band Kissers This Winter: 
~ Will Look the Same as Last Year 


turns to his annual stand at the} 
Roosevelt; Tommy Tucker’ open 
Sept. 26 at the Essex House, followed | 
by Sammy Kaye. The Waldorf situ- 
ation has not yet been cleared up; 
Freddy Martin occupied that stand 
last fall 

New addition to the winter rank 
this year will probably be the Astoi 
Roof. Spot still has not made up it 
mind to run beyond Les Brown's 
indefinite stay, which opens Sept. 12 
following the current Harry James. | 
But it’s understood that if the room 
is maintained through the winter 
Alvino Rey will be brought back. 


ee 


Court, | 


listed | 


Chester's peti- | 


whereby | 


Mu 
327 ry 


band | 


Auld Charges Musicians’ Local Official 
With Having a Piece of Ohio Spot 
ing Contract Breach 


? 


George Auld’s complaint filed with 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians against Harry Dunspaugh, 
president of the Youngstown, O, 
local of the AFM, is probably the 
bluntest document ever handed the 
national executives. According to 


an AFM official, Auld charges Duns- 
paugh with having a ‘financial inter- 
est’ in the Mansions, where Auld re- 
cently played one week of a four- 
week contract and then wasn't paid 
in full for the single stanza 


Auild’s trouble with the Mansions, 
which is owned by Tony Cavalero, 
began before he opened there Aug. 
1. He signed a contract with the 
spot calling for 9 p.m.-1 a.m. work- 
ing hours five weeks before opening: 
two weeks later he was asked 
whether he would agree to do 17 
broadcasts weekly on a local station 
at various hours between noon and 
1:30 am. Auld refused, pointing out 
his men would virtually be working 
14 hours a day, five days a week, 
and asserted his contract called for 
only four hours nightly, no broad- 
casts. He was then threatened with 
a cancellation, he says, by Duns- 
paugh. 


Auld answered he would do any 
number of broadcasts during work- 
ing hours, but none outside them, 
which would violate union rules. He 
took his band to the Mansions and 
during the first week claims he un- 
derwent all sorts of pressure from 
Dunspaugh and Cavalero to do the 
disputed broadcasts. He continued 
to refuse and then was given notice. 
He further claims that he was able 
to collect only $751.10 of the $1,050 
due him for the week’s work. chare- 
jing Dunspaugh with instructing 
| Cavalero not to pay him in full. In 
| the complaint, Auld seeks to collect 
| the remainder and also salary in full 
|for the three remaining weeks of the 
agreement. 





| In a letter to Auld after the leader 
got back to N. Y., Cavalero allegedly 
boot an excuse for not paying the 
}band in full that he had been ad- 
vised Auld’s musicians planned to 
| wreak ‘acts of violence and destruc- 
tion’ On his property. He asserted 


of | that withholding payment until the 
It | 


men had left the property was the 
| only way he knew to avert trouble. 


| Le ville to Expand Outdoor 
| Season With Name Bands, 
‘| Concert and Radio Talert 


| 
c| 





| 


Louisville, Sept. 1 
Roard of directors of the Louis- 
ville Park Theatrical Assn. felt so 
Dleased at the report of the exec- 
|utsve manager, Douglas D.’ Cornette 
at a meeting Friday (28), that be- 
ginning with the new fiscal ear 
Oct. 1, the association will bring 
j to the Louisville area name bana 
|concert and _ radio personalities, 
th the idea of bridging gap n 
| the town’s winter entertainment pro- 
gram 
Cornette report showed that the 
-week eason of summ 
Iroquoi Amphitheatre 
] f $3 300 
ea r1VE 
‘ : ) fc 
44) urplu wa $8. 006 
» current operating 
$ 1,300 Total paid atte ce of 
Iroqg j Amphitheatre for 41 
presentations durir 1942 
94.605 Frederick DeCo1 a proe- 
lirector, returned t Y 
Fri day (28) and was awarded a ne 
contract as producing director for 
the 1943 season. 


Air Force Bandmen 


Ana, 


Santa Cal.. Sept. 1 

Air Force band has been auge- 
mented by five new recruits, all ree 
cent embers of name orchestras. 
They are Hal Ablesser with Gus 
Arnheim; Bryan Lee Don 
Bestor; Joe Barron with Rudy Val- 
jlee; Carl Pritchard with Claude 


Sweeten, and John Grimes with Art 
Randall. 

Capt. Eddie Dunstedter. 
organist, is the stick waver. 


onetime 
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All Band B.0. Big: 


2 Dorseys Top 


$30,000 in Buff. and Indpls., Jurgens 





- 
a 


(Estimates for This Week) 
Jimmy Dorsey, Buffalo (Buffalo; 
3500; 35-55)—With ‘Are Husbands 


Necessary’ (Par). Colossal $32,000, 
breaking 10-year record at this 
house. 

Tommy Dorsey, Indianapolis 


(Circle; 2,600; 30-40-55)—-With ‘Post- 
man Didn’t Ring’ (20th). No help at 
all from picture, but Dorsey is pull- 
ing up gross to smash $30,000 or bet- 
ter. 

Skinnay Ennis, New York (Para- 
mcunt: 3,664; 35-55-75-85-99-$1.10). 
With Ink Spots, others, on stage; 
‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) on screen. Strong 
stegeshow and film meant huge $67,- 
000 cn the fourth week ended Iast 


night (Tuesday), while the third 
skyrocketed to $77,000. Ennis and 


Ink Spots replaced today (Wed.) by 
the Will Osborne band and the 
Charioteers. 

Duke Ellington, Cleveland (Palace; 
3.700; 40-60-70 )—With ‘Men of Texas’ 
(U). Ellington jiving bill up stead- 
ily to fine $22,000. 

Ina Ray Hutton, Seattle (Palomar; 
1,350; 30-40-58)—Plus ‘Marry Boss’ 
Daughter’ (20th). Band accounting 
for bulk of fine $10,000. 


Dick Jurgens, Pittsburgh (Stan- 
ley, 3,800; 30-44-55-66)—With ‘Jack- 
ass Mail’ (M-G). First time for Jur- 
gens here and he’s pacing for hefty 
$25,000, a very pleasant surprise. 

Sammy Kaye, New York (Strand; 
2756: 35-55-75-85-99-$1.10) — With 
‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) on screen. On 
blowoff (3d) week holding up ex- 
tremely well, about $40,000 being 
sighted. The second week built 
the stretch to big $51,000. 

Glenr Miller, Brooklyn (Fox; 4,023; 
40-55-65-75)—With ‘Priorities on Pa- 
rade’ (Par). Booming to magnifi- 
cent $33,000, marking resumption of 


stage fare at house after several years | 


straight films. 
Vaughn Monroe, Chicago( Orien- 
tal) (3,200; 28-33-44-55)—With ‘Grand 


Central Murder’ (M-G). Monroe mak- | 


ing his first midwest appearance a 
sock at $25,000, plainly due to the 
band. 

Will Osborne, Providence 


politan; 3,200; 55)—With Andrews 
Sisters and ‘Rubber’ Racketeers’ 
(Mono). Big $10,000 in three days 


with a single admish price of 55c. 


Louis Prima, Boston (RKO Boston; | 


3200: 40-°-65-75-85)—Plus Jackle 
Cooper, Judy Canova and ‘Men of 
Texas’ (U). Stage show is credited 
with major share of the terrific $32,- 
OCC take 

Alvino Rey, Detroit (Michigan; 4,- 
000; 50-65)—‘Male Animal’ (WB) and 
King Sisters. 
and due for an important $44,000 
the turnstiles. 

Claude Thornhill, 
cagi 35-55-75 )—With 
light Serenade’ (20th). Claude Thorn- 
hill’s orch dividing credit with film 
for sweet $50.000 intake, despite torn- 
up streets around theatre. 

Paul Whiteman, Philadelphia 
(Earle; 2,768; 35-46-57-68-75 )—White- 
man’s crew will wind up with okay 
$20,000. Band is teamed with ‘Men 
of Texas’ (U) and a couple of out- 


ant 
Cis 


ci 
side a 


‘H ° ap 
elp Soviet’ Confab 
Popular Music Committee for Rus- 
sian War Relief will meet at 
Astor hotel, N. Y., Sept. 16, to begin 
laying out plans to raise funds. Ted 
Wallerstein, president of Columbia 
Records, will preside. 
Major George Fielding Eliot, CBS 
news commentator, will be guest 
speaker. 


at 


(Chi- 


~~ 


Chicago 


»» (4,000 


in | 


Good picture coupling | 


the | 


Improved by Force 

There’s one band leader in 
New York who worried about 
the draft taking his men. 

He told several music men 
last week that since the begin- 
ning of conscription he lost 14 
out of 16 musicians—but ‘now 
I've got a better band.’ 


Jurgens’ $5,928 
New High; Lyman 
Hits Record $1,600 


(Estimates) 

Earl Hines-Cootie Williams (Savoy 
B.. New York, Aug. 30).—Hines 
and Cootie Williams’ new band bat- 
tled each other before 4,258 patrons 
and drew fine $3,085. 

Carl Hoff-Ted Herbert (Raymor- 











Playmor B., Boston, Aug. 28).— 
Hoff and localite Herbert accounted 
for neat 1,900 in twin danceries, 


drawing $1,300 at 75c-65c. Next night 
(29) Hoff and Guy Ormandy, an- 
other local, drew better, 2,100, at 
Same prices for $1,470. 

Dick Jurgens (State T., Harris- 
| burg, Pa., Aug. 24-26). Fresh from 
| stand at Meadowbrook, Cedar 
| Grove, N. J.’ Jurgens cracked this 





| spot’s early week record for three} 
| Saturday 
| Baum 


$5,928. 

Guy Lombardo (Empire B., Al- 
| lentown, Pa., Aug. 26)—Lombardo 
did well for Andy Perry, 


days; drew 


ers at $1.10. 
Jimmie Lunceford (Brookline 
C., Philadelphia, Pa., Aug. 29). Spot 
doubled play of last 
with Lunceford, playing 
per. 


| almost 
weeks 





to 
Previous 


| 960 dancers at $1.10 


| $5,800 worth of business at City 


| Auditorium, St. Louis. 

| Abe Lyman (E] Patio, Reno, Nev., 
Aug. 24). Lyman busted this spot 
wide open, setting new _ record; 
| about 1,600 at 50c and $1. 

Rudy Wallace (Totem Poie B., 
Auburndale, Mass., Aug. 24-29). 
Wallace doing well here; played to 
7,000 dancers in six days at $1.45 
| pair for $5,075, good, all things con- 
| sidered. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





MASS PRODUCTION 





Fred Waring’s publishing firm, 
Words & Music, Inc., seems to have 
put the output of war songs on an 
assembly line basis. It has within 
recent weeks turned out a song for 
practically every branch of the 
service and had them recorded by 
Decca. The W&M numbers 
‘Look Out Below (Song 
Paratroopers)’, ‘Roll, Tan! 
The Fighting Quartermaster Cory 
‘Song of the Unsung (Merchant 
rine Song)’ and ‘Sky Anchors 
Aviation Song)’. 

Couple other newcomers wal 
inspiration are ‘We’re Off to Berch- 
| tesgaden,’ published by Mills Music 
| and written by Charles Richardson, 
Harry Filler and Frank Capano, 
anc Shapiro-Bernstein’s ‘Here Comes 
the Navy.’ 


ratroanr 
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|Ben Marden’s 


Fine 256 in Pitt, Ditto Monroe in Chi 


PANCHO, 1-A 


Bandleader Takes Army Physical 
In N. ¥. Friday (4) 








bandleader currently at 
Riviera, Fort Lee, 
N. J., is scheduled to take his physi- 
cal at Governor’s Island, N. Y., Fri- 
day (4). He's had a 1-A’ classifica- 
tion for some time. 

No plans have been made for his 
band, pending the results of the ex- 
amination, 


On the Upbeat 


Lee Castle orchestra begins two- 
week stay at Pelham Heath Inn, Pel- 
ham, N. Y., Friday (4), replacing the 
current Bob Allen. 


Pancho, 

















Bob Chester orchestra is booked 
for a stay at the Casa Manana, Cul- 
ver City, Cal, opening Sept. 17. 





Dick Stabile band scheduled to do 
a Pathe short, start shooting around 
Sept. 14. 





Count Basie orch signed to play 
in ‘Reville With Beverly’ at Colum- 
bia. 





Benny Goodman orch started work 
in the Charles R. Rogers picture, 
‘The Powers Girl.’ 





Claire McClintock, Pittsburgh 
drummer, has replaced Frankie 
Miller, off for army, with Freddy 
Nagel band at Bill Green’s, Pitt. 





Jimmy Palmer, singing with Lou 
Breese orch, is the former Jimmy 
DiPalma, Pittsburgh radio star. 





Kennywood Park, Pittsburgh, sea- 
son will wind up Labor Day (7) with 
Jimmy Dorsey one-nighter. 





Mary Marshall and her Esquires 





“ | 
luring | 
| 2,600 collegiates and factory work- | 
| midwest. 


Cc. 


few | 


| 


IN WAR SONG PUBS: 


are 


Ma- | 
(Naval 

















NOT PURPLE 


HOTEL ASTOR, NEW YORK, SEPT. 14 








open at Merry-Go-Round, Pittsburgh, 
(5), replacing Howard 
outfit. Latter’s been at the 
| spot for 21 weeks. 





Bob Strong orch now touring the 
Currently at Trocadero 
Club, Evansville, Ind., with next date 
heduled for Eastwood Gardens, De- 
itroit, and then Chicago. 


ise 





Difficulties of traveling have} 


‘(Metro- | Wednesday (16) Lunceford played to | caused Baron Elliott, band leader, | 
to quit the road and take a staff job | 


lon WCAE, Pittsburgh, for the dura-|°Vver as intermish crew. 


| tion. 





Harry James’ and Guy Lombardo’s | se tpi ; : ; 
{here since Jimmie Lunceford and heading for a smacking 10,000 or better. 


| Band broke every individual night record with exception of Saturday, 


tion Hall, Philadelphia, Sept. 18 at 


a dance for the benefit of the West | 


| 
| orchestras will alternate at Conven- 
| 


Catholic Charity drive. Lombardo 





|plays 9-11:30, James 11:30 to 2 a.m. 
| Jimmy Dorsey band booked into 
Kennywood Park, Pittsburgh, for 


one-nighter Sept. 7 (Labor Day). 





Mary Marshall and her Esquires 


open at Merry-Go-Round, itts- 
burgh, Sept. 4, following Howard 
Baum, who will have been there 


five months then. 





Dick Mack, Jazzy Gurney and Bill 
Bickel, all of whom left Baron EI- 








loitt three months ago to join Blue 
Barron, back w'' Elliott in Pitts- 
burgh again. 
le ie: 

Lorraine Benson, former singer 
with Orrin Tucker, now thrushing 
with Freddy Nagel outfit at. Bill 


Charlie Barnet band 


linto Staniey theatre, Pittsburgh, 
week of Sept. 25. 
Ken Harvey’s recently organized} 


| dance band, 


which in a drug store 


balloting contest was declared Mil- 
waukee’s favorite orch, thereby gain- 
ing a coast-to-coast hearing on the 
Fitch Band Wagon a coupla weeks 
ago, will replace Freddie Fisher be- 
ginning Sept. 14 at Lakota’s, Milw. 
downtown spot. 





Howard Magee, colored trumpeter, 
is set to join Charlie Barnet in place 
|of ‘Peanuts’ Holland, also a Negro. 








Bob Opitz’s Versatilians coming 
;back to Monaco’s Cafe, Cleveland, 
| Sept. 7 to replace Herb Hagenor’s 
|band. MCA trying to line up Velva 
| Nally to Join Opitz, who is also add- 
|ing new drummer as vocalist for this 
| date. 











| 
|Cuban Terrace Room, Cleveland, 


Green’s, Pittsburgh i 


pencilled | 


Gabe D’Amico, saxman formerly 66 H 9 
| with Raymond Scott; trumpete1 Basie Blues 
Patsy Oliver, ex-Red Norvo, and Columbia Record No. 36601 


Pittsburgh. And His Orchestra 
Estrolitos,, Mexican orchestra, is Per. Mgt.: MILTON EBBINS 
| the first below-the-border crew to Dir. William Morris Agency 





Barry 
|York is 


Winton crew from New 
regpening Hotel Statler’s | 


Bands at Hotel B. O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week. On Date 
Harry James .... Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)..... cbasabewass 7.100 13,850 
Ray Heatherton . Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).............18 700 =10,825 
Xavier Cugat* ...Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)............. 9 3,150 25.375 
Johnny Long ....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 16 2,050 33,250 
Lani McIntire ...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50) naan 4a 1,500 43,050 
Glen Gray ...... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 7 2,050 14,550 
Jerry Wald ..... Lincoln °(225; T5c-$1)........000. .21 975 14325 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador: 900: $1-$1.50). Trade continues brisk and 
no letdown from his previous weeks around 5,000 covers. 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Sellout weekend plus heavy 
early week by Legionaires’ convention added up to smart 5,500 total. 





Chicago 

Tommy Tucker (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). 
Combo of Tucker and with Billy DeWolfe, impressionist, is dragging 'em 
into this class spot, with Tucker attracting 4,500 attendance for week. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.}. Still a 
prime midwest favorite with a strong following, continually building. 
Joy came through with 3,000 people for week. 

Charlie Spivak (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 800; $1.25-$2.50 min.). 
Outstanding band attraction of the town Spivak has proven surefire around 
Chicago. They’re jamming this nite rendezvous, reaching 6,000 climax in 
past seven days. 

Eddie Oliver (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.). 
Combo of Eddie Oliver with Georgie Tapps doing fairly good biz at this 
sedate dining room, reaching 2,000 people in week. 


, 





Minneapolis 


Frankie Gelson (Minnesota Terrace, Nicollet hotel; $1.50-$2 min.). With 
Dorothy Lewis ice revue, ‘Symphony on Skates,’ the magnet, room con- 
tinued record breaking pace in eighth and final week; approximately 700 
nightly. Gelson (local) orch. remains over, supplemented by three acts— 
Harry Stevens, Carole & Sherod and Barbara Lee. 


Philadelphia 


Herby Woods, Garden Terrace; Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1-$1.50- 
$2 min.). Still keeping up healthy pace with 1,291 supper customers for 





eighth sesh. 

Walter Miller (Stratford Gardens; Bellevue-Stratford hotel; 225: no 
cover or min.). Meyer Davis unit doing neat biz in the swank Bellevue’s 
new room. Played to 935 supper guests, despite small capacity. 

. . 
Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 
(Los Angeles) 
Woody Herman (Palladium B, Hollywood, sixth week). Cut himself 


another hefty 27,000 and finished the run high among the leaders. Ag- 
gregate biz (165,000 in six weeks) better by one-third over his last year’s 
stand. Abe Lyman, opened tonight (Tuesday) with Matty Malneck, held 


Lionel Hampton (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal., second week). 


i|Climbing gradually and should pull around 8,000 payees on the week. 


Count Basie (Trianon B, Southgate, Cal., second week). Hottest band 


last week 
Ache VY Vw ey 


Johnny Richards (Casino B, Hollywood, third week). 


its first. 


The turnover is 


| the thing here and he stub count should be somewhere around 3,500. 


Ted Fio Rito (Florentine Gardens, N, Hollywood, eighth week). Will 


|get up to 5,0Q0 admissions, which is normal average, aided by Nils Gran- 


lund’s revue and Mills Bros. in the Zanzibar Room. 


(Chicago) 


Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). New in the busi- 
ness, but with a strong show supporting him, Franklin played to 4,000 
people in seven-day period. 

Art Jarrett (Black Hawk; 500; $1.25 min.). Favorite in Chicago, this 


|; successor to Hal Kemp attracted 3,000 for the week. 





Reom, Cleveland, where they cpen 











iwhich will be redecorated in an|its fall semester Sept. 11. Latins 
|American motif for autumn launch- | signed by Allen James Lowe, hotel 
jing Oct. 1. Jules Duke’s cocktail| operator, to supplement Charley 
lunit now playing in hotel’s small] Wick’s orchestra. 
Cafe Rouge. | 

euanineiiemaniie | - —_, 

Nick D’Amico band bows out of | cr . 

| the Detroit Statler hotel Sept. 13 to Pm somes to move lo 
| go to Buffalo, with the Dick Kuhn 


The Outskirts of Town’”’ 


AND 


outfit replacing in Detroit. 


Reed James, pianist who used to be 
with Isham Jones, have joined Art 
Farrar’s band at the Vogue Terrace, 


COUNT BASIE 














be tried out by Hotel Carter Fiesta 


Se 











acumen 





AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Sept. 4—Starting Third Engagement 


ROSELAND, NEW YORK 


W JZ—Coast-to-Coast 
Personal Mgmt. Dick CEORGE Direction:. GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 
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Inside Stufl—Orchestras 


Baron Elliott, recently appointed leader of house band at WCAE. Pitts- 
purgh, succeeding Earl Truxall, won't be able to take over his new post 
yntil Sept. 23 on account of previous dance date contracts set for him. As 
a result, station will use three loca) bands for one week each, since union 
regulations call for resumption of a regular band at local Mutual outlet 
by first of month. First sub outfit will be the Howard Baum outfit, which 
takes over this week, 

With annoucement that Elliott had decided to give up touring for the 
duration to take a home-town job at WCAE, flock of his men who left 
him when Elliott went into Oh Henry Ballroom in Chicago several months 
ago have returned to the fold. Bill Bickel, pianist and arranger, is back 
from the Blue Barron crew, while Dick Mack and several other alumni 
have also resigned. Elliott will retain his featured band singers, Mary 
Krieg and Babe Rhodes, for his radio stint. 








Dick Jurgens constantly surprises broadcasting engineers and monitors, 
assigned to handle his band’s remote shots, with his knowledge of micro- 
phones and equipment. Leader has made a study of the subject. When 
his band is about to locate at a spot from which it will broadcast, he 
specifies the type and make of mikes and in other ways makes certain 
that the outfit has every opportunity to sound at its best on broadcasts. 


Few leaders go to such lengths to minimize poor remote shots. Most of 
the better outfits repeatedly check balance and other items by having 
recordings made of their programs, but can't do much more. Monitors, 
the guys who control a broadcast from the point of origin, are usually 
the source of a leader’s sleepless nights. They can, and often do, make 
a good broadcast sound poor because of bad dial handling. 





Claude Thornhill’s contract to make a Paramount picture hasn’t been 
completely washed out. It has been deferred until a later date, Para- 
mount meanwhile making up for inconveniencing the leader by having 
its theatre department help fill some of his open weeks with stage en- 
gagements. He was given the Chicago, Chicago, opening Friday (28), Min- 
neapolis and Omaha, three weeks in all, which, with others hurriedly 
booked by General Amusement in Des Moines, Davenport, Dayton, Cleve- 
land and Indianapolis, filled the band’s time. 


Thornhill was supposed to have been on the Coast past Monday (24) 
to begin filming for Par, but Buddy DeSylva, Par studio head, ruined 
those plans two weeks ago by nixing the finished script. 


Business at the Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y., name band stand, is off 50%, 
according to Augie Hussar, owner and operator, who blames it on the 
curtailment of gasoline and rubber. Hussar, however, is the only outly- 
ing roadhouse operator who admits having been injured by transportation 
difficulties. Frank Dailey, owner of Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
asserts his spot did one-third more business in the last three weeks with 
Dick Jurgens’ orchestra than any previous summer period. Glen Island, 
with Sam Donahue (replaced last night (Tues.) by Hal McIntyre), claims 
weekends have been holding up well, with only a slight fall-off during the 
week. 

Some gas rationing boards in New Ycrk have been very cooperative on 
extra fue] needs of musicians the past month or so. In many cases leaders 
and sidemen have been allowed extra amounts of gas when the men pro- 
duced signed contracts for one-night dates and location jobs remote from 
N. Y. This, despite that ration cards issued previously, were exhausted 
too quickly. , 

In this way many bands in lower money classes have been able to stay 
intact. Since these outfits normally don’t earn enough salary to make 
traveling by train worthwhile, most would have to disband if they could 
not travel by car. 


Last week the ‘Musician,’ official organ of Local 77, Philadelphia, Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians, listed on its ‘unfair’ roll the name of Pearson 
Lessy. When the name was brought to the attention of 77’s execs there 
were plenty of red faces. Lessy, a former vocalist on WDAS and onetime 
nitery prop, was murdered more than four months ago in Camden. 
one could explain how come his name made the ‘unfair list.’ 


* 

Joe Glaser denies that Jack Davies will handle all his N. Y. business 
while he remains on the Coast. He asserts that he has made a deal with 
Davies to represent his (Glaser’s) talent for theatre bookings only. Now 
on the Coast, Glaser is to return in about a week. 

Glaser, however, always has indicated that he would like some sort of a 
setup which would enable him to spend the majority of his time on the 
Coast with his family. 

Vernon Davis, one of the men kilied in Louisiana last week when two 
heavy bombers collided in mid-air and crashed, was the brother of Pa 
Davis, tenor sax player with Glen Gray’s Casa Loma orchestra and one of 
the original members of that band. Younger Davis was a bombardier, 


tioned only a short while after the accident. 


Harry James’ orchestra missed breaking Tommy Dorsey’s cover charge | 


record at the Astor Roof, N. Y., last week, its first, by 101 tabs. In six 
rainy nights James piled up a total of 6,757 against Dorsey’s peak of 6,858, 
Set several months ago. 

However, James set a new mark for a Saturday night, packing 1,479 
patrons into the 1,000-capacity spot (22) against Dorsey’s previous 1,448. 


Raymond Scott may work one-night dates adjacent to N. Y. with a full- 
ize band on his days off from the CBS studios. Leader is attempting to 
work out arrangements with the men formerly in the large band he led 
to be available two nights a week. Now at CBS directing a 
utility group, Scott works five days a week at the studio. 


i Band Reviews 


JOE MARSALA ORCH (17) 
With Adele Girard, Don D’Arcy | 
Log Cabin, Armonk, New York 
This is Joe Marsala’s second at- | 
tempt at a full-size band; the first | 
Was about three years ago and didn’t | 
last long. Majority of the time the 
clarinetist has spent in front of vari- 
ous small jazz groups. He’s probably 
better known in England than on 
this side because of the vast number 
of shortwave broadcasts he has done 
for the BBC. 
Composed of five sax, three trom- | 
bones, three trumpets, four rhythin 
and the harp played by Adele Girard 
(Mrs. Marsala), the new combina- | 
‘Ion shows fine possibilities. It’s set | 
at this roadside location for a defi- | 
nite 24 weeks and if that stretch is | aff 
‘afely concluded (gas and rubber / things 
‘orlages make it tough for this out- | 











| of-the-way spot) the band’s poten- 
| tialities should be fully developed. 
‘When caught it wasn’t much more 


| playing surprisingly well. 

Right now it has weaknesses. To 
begin with the group lacks soloists, 
with the exception of Marsala’s 
clarinet and Miss Girard’s harp, 
which isn’t used often enough in the 
comparatively few arrangements in 
the books. There aren’t any out- 
standing takeoff men in either brass 
or saxes. Max Kaminsky’s among 
the former, but he showed nothing 
extraordinary when caught and the 
brass as a whole was occasionally 
ragged. Rhythm, sparked by a very 
youthful drummer and Eddie Con- 
don’s guitar (he’s another widely 
known jazz man) is fine; it maintains 
a smooth, steady beat that’s an in- 
atre vitation to dance. 

Marsala’s fine clarineting up front 
goes over solidly, as does the easy, 
affable manner he has in handling 

otherwise. Miss 
(Continued on page 48) 

















‘No Publicity’ | 


diligent reporting could unearth 
took themselves for an airplane ride 
to get here, LaGuardia Field record- 
ers noted. 

The setup goes back to the early 
days of the war when the Air Trans- 
port Association, master unit of the 
nation’s airlines, ruled that the cloud- 
chasers eliminate competitive pub- 
licity in the belief that the public’s 
reaction to it might be adverse. Par- 
ticularly indigo-pencilled were press 
notes and tips on the wanderings of 
the Hollywood brethren, and the air- 
line press agents not only failed to 
ballyhoo showfolk but actually sup- 
pressed news of them with far 
greater care than they have con- 
trolled some military news. 

The reported reaction of Holly- 
wood was one generally expected. 
The airlanes were nixed almost 
unanimously. Many of the pic crowd 
felt that when they were just junket- 


uum continued from page 2 





ing they wanted no publicity, but 
that they were entitled to a few 
| paragraphs when they fiew in the in- 
| terests of the war efforts. The air- 
‘line publicity ban was received with 
isuch intensity that airline 
| tion men even found the going cold 
land hard when they tried to book 
| Hollywoodians who were entitled to 
seat priorities. The priorities, inci- 
dentally, are not necessary to secure 
passage, but regular passage reserva- 
tions are subject to cancellation 
should the demands of priority 
holders necessitate this action. 

When the Treasury Department’s 
bond bureau began lining up 99 per- 
cent of Hollywood for the September 
nation-wide drive, the real fun 
started. 

Quite Frank About It 


were quite frank to state to airline 
reservation chiefs that they would 
be ‘delighted’ to use the airlines, 
when and if the war efforts of the 





mitted, if they were accorded a rea- 
|sonable publicity break. Honestly 
}and sincerely and, in many minds, 
| justly, the show people declared that 


Morris Office Gets 


Mclntyre Band: 


Augurs Wide Deal With Sy Shribman 





Band Bookings 


Shep Fields, Sept 4-5, Palace T, 
Peoria, Ill.; 6, Modernistic B., Mil- 
waukee; 7, Orpheum T., Madison, 
Wis.; 8, State T., Logansport, Ind.;: 
9, Roxy T., Peru, Ind.; 10, Palace T., 
South Bend, Ind.; 11, Purdue U., La- 





fayette, Ind.; 12-13, Orpheum T., 
Springfield, Ill.; 15, Paramount T., 
Marion, Ind.; 16, Rialto T., Joliet, 


Ill.; 17, Danceland B., Cedar Rapids, 
Ia.; 18, week, Orpheum T., Omaha; 
25, week, Oriental T., Chicago. 
Jimmie Lunceford, Sept. 4, Kitch- 
ener Summer Gardens, Kitchener, 





| 
| 
| 
| 


samnatvine | Beach, Mass.; 

; tMaine; 13, Ritz B., Bridgeport, Conn. | 
| Lou Breese, Sept. 11, Crump’s T., | 
Royale, | 
B., | 
Kankakee, IIll.; 15, week, Tune-Down 


Ont.; 5, Celron Park, Jamestown, 
N. Y.; 6, Madrid B., Harrisburg, Pa.; 
7, Renaissance Casino, New York; 8, 


Strand B., Baltimore; 9, Colonade, | 


Washington, D. C.; 10, Canobie Lake 
Park, Salem, N. H.; 11, Nantasket 
12, Old Orchard Pier, 


Columbus, Ind.; 12, 
Bend, Ind.; 


Palais 
South 13, Del Rio 
B., St. Louis; 26, Frog Hop B., St. 
Joseph, Mo.; 
Moines. 


Hershey, Pa.; 10, week, Capitol T., 
Washington, D. C.; 17, Gwynn Oak 
Park, Balto.; 18, State Fair, York, 





Pa.; 19, Carnegie Tech., Pittsburgh, 


|Pa.; 21-23, Theatre, Worcester, Mass.; 


25-27, Metropolitan T., Providence; 


The ladies and gents of Hollywood | 29-30, WB Theatre, Utica, N. Y. 


Harry James, Sept. 13, Steel Pier, 
Atlantic City; 16-17, Palomar B., 
Norfolk, Va.; 18, Convention Hall, 
Philadelphia; 19, Hershey Park, Her- 


various commercial sky liners per-|shey, Pa.; 22, 10 days, Meadowbrook, 


Cedar Grove, N. J. 
Mal Hallet, Sept. 14, 
Carnival, Trenton, N. J. 
Dick Stabile, Sept. 6, Arena, Holy- 


two weeks 


|the only thing they could possibly |oke, Mass.; 7, Lakewood Park, Ma- 


| get out of the great expenditure of 
time, energy, talents, personal funds 


| and physical well-being drained 


henoy City, Pa.; 9-10, Poli T., Water- 
bury, Pa.; 12-13, Palisades Park, Fort 





Lee, N. J.; 18-20, State T., Hartford, 


|from them by the bond drive was a/Conn. 


| bit of personal publicity. It was not 


|a case of pitting patriotism against|mount T., Salem, 
a few of the airline| Apollo T.. New York; Oct. 2, week, 


| publicity, as 


Noble Sissle, Sept. 17-19, Para- 


Mass.; 25, week, 


|maestros whispered up each others’| Howard T., Washington, D. C. 


| sleeves, but honest-tuh-gosh business 


Tommy Tucker, currently at Em- 


) 


27, Tromar B., Des 


Gene Krupa, Sept. 7, Hershey Park, | 


|sense that caused the stars to take pire Room, Chicago, will utilize his 
| this attitude, for publicity is to them| Mondays off to play the Pantheon 





Hal Mclntyre’s band has been 
signed to the William Morris agency 
on a ‘long term’ contract, effective 
immediately. Sy Shribman, who 
manages the outfit, completed the 
transaction with the Morris office 
Sunday (31) afternoon after weeks 
of dickering. The move has been 
repeatedly denied since first ree 
ported in ‘Variety’ about two months 
ago. 

McIntyre’s band has been working 
since its inception around the first 
of this year free of any agency ties. 
Its bookings have been supervised 
by Don Haynes. Band returned to 
Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, 
N. Y., last week, where it was 
originally unveiled. 

As a result of McIntyre being 
signed to the Morris agency, band- 
men are speculating as to whether 
the move can be interpreted as the 
beginning of a wider deal between 
Shribman and that outfit, wherein 
Morris will eventually handle the 
bookings of all Shribman bands, as 
their contracts with rival agencies 
expire. Shribman has said in the 
past that he woud set up a book- 
ing outfit of his own, but since More 
ris already has a national organiza- 
tion, and the bands Shribman would 
bring in would be invaluable addi- 
tions to the current Morris list, the 


conclusions being drawn aren’t se 
far-fetched. 


Philly Juke Ops 
Giving Records 


Wide Ballyhoo 


Philadelphia, Sept. 1. 
Philly juke box ops today (Tues.) 
inaugaurated a _ recording-of-the- 
week campaign during which they'll 











No | 


in | 
training. Mother of the two arrived at the field where the flier was sta- | 


six-piece | 


| than a month old and the combo was | 


Girard , 


| what petrol is to an airplane. |Theatre, Hammond, Sept. 7, the| pick out the leading platter and plug 
| LaGuardia Field, in addition t0/Orpheum in Madison, on Sept. 14.| it via posters, ads and radio, First 
|missing the eastward pilgrimage of Tucker closes at Empire Room, Sept. | - as 

those engaged in the war bond drive, |} 16 plays Palace in South Bend, disc to get the nod is Glenn Mil- 
'saw few of the bright-light cohorts| cent 17. and opens at Chicago the- | ler’s ‘I've Got a Gal in Kalamazoo.’ 
these last seven days. Ty PoweF,|stre for week Sept. 18. Sept. 26 he} Record will be plugged at least 


| the Marine, who is as familar to th€| 4,ens for a run at the Essex House, 


Airport-on-the-Parkway as some of!,; yw 


the passenger agents, was 
again. Irene Rich’s 
Frances, flew through the 
way enroute from Hollywood 
Smith College, where she i: 
with the Navy’s WAVES, and Ginny 


T.W.A. 


Simms, ‘the thrush, was in from 
Washington on an Eastern Air Line 
Silverliner, Monday (31), to com- 


plete the week's history. 





Libel Yanks? 


—_—_—_— (‘ontinued from page 35! 








en have beauty and sex appeal but 
no character. . 
and fights it is the 


| ‘That in sports 
cheat who wins and is admired for 
winning. 

‘That in college life the boys are 


swamped with 
peditionary forces 


girls, while your ex- 


appear to contain 


as many women as me! 
The piece goes on to bespeak ‘t 
insensibility of a coun- 
send abroad films 
light is 


he 
jextraordinary 
try which can 
|showing itself in 
a constant amazement 
Harold Nicholson 
i‘As one who 
land knows to be in 
the most warm-hearted, simple, sen- 
sible and peace-loving people on 


odious 
to us? 
M.P., is 
American 


quoted 
loves the 


them 


against the continued 
of true American val- 
goes on deplore 
smash-and-swugger nonsense that 
reaches us (England) from Holly- 
wood,’ and charges that these films 
‘convey and leave the impression 
that the typical American is 
a criminal, a sob sister or a campus 


in protest 
falsification 


ues.’ He to 





zany.’ 

Nicholson is further quoted as stat- 
ling: ‘I have never understood why 
| the Americans (who as individuals 
are more sensitive to criticism than 
{most people) should allow their film 
lindustrv to distribute throughout the 
‘world ‘an endless travesty of the 


!American character.’ 


the mass | 


to 
is training | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


earth, I must raise my foreign voice | 


‘the | 


! 
' 


either | 


| play by the 


| 


in and out!” 
daughter, | 


Cosvestinn Hall, Big A.C. 
Spot, Is Lost to Dance 


Army’s take-over of Convention 
Hall, Atlantic City, along ith sev- 
eral hotels, won’t disturb the few 
remaining name-band promotions 
there this year, but probably will 


Bands For Next Year 


15 times daily with spots on WIP, 
| which has tied up with the Musie 
Machine Operators of Pennsylvania 
for the drive. In addition, each time 
the tune is played on recordings or 
by an orchestra it will be preceded 
by an announcement that this is the 
record of the week in the jukes. 
Although stunt has beetri in 
the far west the 
first time that the juke operators in 
an eastern city have tried it. Record 


tried 
and it’s 


Aaa 


midwest 


of the week is being chosen by a 
committee headed by Jack Cades, 
business manager of the operators 


| association. 


eliminate it as a one-night job for | 


next season. 
the 6,000-capacity spot until 
Labor Day (7), and on that day the 
final hop of the season brings in 
Glenn Miller. 

Hall is a favored 
date, and it will be missed next sea- 


- 


th 
bhigyiae 


Saturday 


son. It is fairly close to New York 
and easily reached by rail; and it’s 
large capacity permits bands that 


draw to take out large percentages 


Pitt Theatre Broadcast 
Moves to Bigger WCAE 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 1 

Walt Framer’s ‘Backstage at the 
Nixon’ program will be resumed this 
season with reopening of local legit 
house, but over a bigger station. The 
show switches from WWSW _ to 
WCAE. Format also will be a little 
different, with broadcast originating 
from stage of theatre following 
every opening night, with regular 
audience being invited to remain 
seated and watch the airing. 

Consists of ad-lib interviews by 
Framer with various members of the 
cast, as well as brief resume 


m.c,. 


night feature on WWSW, during time 
theatre’s been open, for 
vears. Although switching to WCAE. 
it'll continue, as in the past, 


sustaining basis 


last 


on a 


Army doesn’t step into 
after 


of the | 
‘Backstage at the | 
Nixon’ has been a regular Monday | 


two } 





BAND BOOKINGS 
ON THE RISE 


The tempo of band bookings, which 
} has 
jthe summer despite the difficulties 
of 
is continuing. Major booking agen- 
| cies all report being virtually picked 
| clean of bands for the coming Labor 
Day weekend and claim that the 
month of September is shaping up 
well. 

Through the few months past were 
the most worrisome ones the band 
| business has ever encountered, the 
| Bross take for the summer period is 
} estimated to be much higher than 
last year’s. The loss in revenue Ine 
curred by formerly strong one-night- 
ers has been more than made up by 
the great increase in other directions, 
| particularly theatres, where bands 
have been booming of late. 
summer, in fact, saw several 
bands set new theatre gross records 
lin a number of key cities. 





naintained a strong pace through 


transportation, conscription, etc., 


} Phiis 
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COAST ASCAP 
MEET SEPT. 9 


ASCAP members living on the 
West coast will hold their semi- 
annual dinner and meeting at the 
Beverly-Wilshire, Hollywood, Sept. 
9. Deems Taylor, ASCAP prez, will 
be unable to attend, but the delega- 
tion coming from the east will con- 
sist of Oscar Hammerstein II, v.p., 
George W. Meyer, chairman of the 
executive committee, and John G. 
Paine, general manager, 

Under the new ASCAP bylaws, 








Good Idea 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

It would be a swell gesture, and 
rightly so, if the radio stations on- 
tirued to play the records of all the 
leaders and singers who have gone 
into the service 

The record jockeys like Martin 
Block, Dick Gilbert, Stan Shaw, et al 
should favor these men and it will 
help keep their names alive. 

Jack Robbins. 





both the eastern and western divi- 
sions of the Society are required to 
hold two meetings a year. The date 
of the west coast meeting must be 
30 days before the N. Y. gathering. 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending Aug. 20, 1942) 





London, Aug. 21. 


Jealousy 
Anniversary Waltz..... Chappell 
Green Is Valley........Maurice 
One More Kiss.........Maurice 
You’re Mine. .Francis, Day & H. 


OPE eee 
ee errr eT ..Wood 
BOOOEEEROES. .nnseccesecs Chappell 
ME Sei cme phere ed Southern 
Blues in Night. ...Chappell 
Moonlight Cocktail..... Chappell 
ae ee Campbell, C. 








David Snell wound up his scoring 
chore on ‘Omaha Trail’ at Metro. 
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BIG on the air! 


BIG on the records! 


while youre yearn- ing 
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Copyright 1942 by Mills Music, In 


ll Rights Reserved Tnte 


A BEAUTIFUL MELODIC BALLAD 


RECORDED BY 


TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) HORACE HEIDT (Columbia) GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
GORDON JENKINS (Capitol) 


e@ HERE'S 
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1619 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
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Keep it burn- ing 
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ht Secured 


BIG on the counters! 


BIG in the jukeboxes ! 





OUTSTANDING! TERRIFIC! COLOSSAL! DAZZLING! 
That’s JUDY GARLAND singing 


FOR ME AND MY GAL 


In M-G-M’s Greatest Musical —“For Me And My Gal” 





‘hicago—Al Stool 








MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


CHARLIE WARREN, Prof. Mgr. 


1619 Broadway 
New York 


Mike Gould—Hollywood 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





and respective publishers.) 








| 
{ 
| 
i 
| 
number of weeks in parenthesis are 


Jingle Jangle (15) (Paramount).... 


Conchita Lopez (Famous).......... 


Sweet Eloise (8) (Shapiro)......... 





eee Bee Care i oe wen vn ds 2devoes?s 


I Met Her On Monday (ABC)...... 


Stage Door Canteen (Army).........-ssse0% 


rat Fret CHRG) 6 oc ko oe 6c ceawses 


I Came To Talk for Joe (Shapiro).. 














| Band Reviews 


|'\—_—_ Continued from page 47——_—"| 











twangs a good harp, which lends 
| distinction, dresses the stand with 
s.a—and sings. She shouldn’t do the 
last. Don D’Arcy does a professional 
job in that department. Wood. 


DICK STABILE ORCI (15) 
| With Gracie Barrie, Paul Warner 
Dempsey’s Restaurant, New York 

Dick Stabile’s rebuilt orchestra 
has been at this ever-noisy, ever- 
crowded spot for weeks and, despite 
ine fact that it can barely hear itself 
play because of the hub-bub, the 
outfit has been welded into a solid 
combo. Made up of five sax, three 
trumpets, two trombones and the 
usual four rhythm, the combination 
hits a fine stride in everything it 
does. 

Playing here is no incentive to a 
yood performance because the ma- 
jority of the customers are too busy 
at the bar to appreciate what’s going 
on, yet Stabile and his men get a 
lot of enthusiasm into their work. 
They play rhythm and jump tunes 
with easy lift and drive, then turn 
around and iron out a ballad as 
smooth as you please. And it’s all 


done cleanly by good brass and} 


| saxes, full and with good tone. 
Rhythm is good, too. Band’s one 
fault is that it has no particularly 
distinctive style. 


| Who Wouldn’t Love You (10) (Maestro).. 


| He’s My Guy (Leeds)... ..ccoscsecss 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


Names 


Figures and names in 


1. Wears Silver Wings (5) (Shapiro)..... oo ao : aaa 
2. Strip Polka (3) (E. H. Morris)........ ee slg al i sen 
3. Idaho (7) (Mills)............000ees00e ‘ia oe ee 
4. Be Careful, My Heart (3) (Berlin)......Bing Crosby.......... Decca 
5. Gal In Kalamazoo (2) (BVC).......... dead ess pins 
6. All I Need Is You (7) (Miller)........ fs ing <oe Me + 
7. My Devotion (1) (Santly)............. | womans gos Seape Viel 
8. Just Though You're Here (1) Yankee). ) Russ "Morgan... Date 
9. By Light Silvery Moon (4) (Remick).. 1 Bee oe eee 
10. Wonder When My Baby (3) (Crawford) F vecmaaell Kae acetate Views 


OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 


Tunes with 
fading, others gaining.) 


22 UB ee Columbia 
dil Sie ) Freddy Martin.......Victor 
[Ray Byeer........ Columbia 
NE 6a hon 6 oh4 Decca 
{ Harry‘ James...... Columbia 
voreoe® Pree Dereey....... Victor 


{ Bing Crosby..........Decca 
wee ee ) Dinah Shore.........Victor 
{Glenn Miller.........Victor 
lls dh int | Kay Kyser........Columbia 





{ Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

fon } Benny Goodman. .Columbia 
{ Guy Lombardo....... Decca 

Sf Pee | Freddy Martin.......Victor 
.Sammy Kaye......... Victor 

{Guy Lombardo.......Decca 

| Barey WoO0d, cass. Bluebird 
{Sammy Kaye........ Victor 

i tant 1 King Sisters.......Bluebird 
himself. Guy’s pyrotechnics on the 


livories, on a mirrored baby grand, 
are actually out of this world. 

He does everything flashily, boogie- 
woogie, rippling melodies and melodic 
fensemble stuff, and all with a flour- 
lish. His chubby fingers flying back 
and forth over the black and whites 
|like frenzied pistons make for a mil- 
lion-dollar flash, with crowds getting 
iclose just to watch him. It’s legit- 
jimate pianology with a Barnumian 
| flair. 

Vera’s out of the Kansas City honky- 
tonks and belongs to the Ammons- 
|Tatum-Johnson school, and with as 
lmuch on the ball as the three of 
them. His ‘Honky Tonk Train’ is 
electrifying, a quarter-hour mara- 
thon that has the mob screaming 
when he finishes banging out the last 
note. Gets a little of Chico Marx 
into his work and some of Vincent 
| Lopez, too, albeit he’s no imitator but 
|definitely an original stylist. En- 
lsemble itself is plenty okay, but 
|Vera’s the sparkplug. Currently 
foursome is working with a sub bass- 
ist, Jimmy Glover, doubling from 
Stanley house orch here as a tem- 
|porary replacement for outfit’s crack 
bull-fiddle pounder, John Bonaguido, 
recently called up by the army. 
| Vocals are handled nicely, easily and 
effectively by Sam Bari, the guitarist, 
who has okay pipes, an infectious 
manner and knows how to sell. 

Vera can’t help going places, and 
|fast, once the right people get a load 
lof him. He’d be a sensation any- 
| where, Cohen. 


Stabile plays sax up front; his | 


| work is widely known, particularly | 


for the extraordinary high register 
he achieves. He also does a smart 
job of leading for the customers, 
which at this spot requires the tact 
of an expert. Gracie Barrie (Mrs. 
Stabile), who was with Stabile’s first 
band, left to do a single in vaude, 
then returned when the band was 
reorganized, is a distinct asset to the 
combination. Her vocal style is 
warm, her delivery is easy, and she’s 
plenty good to look at. 

Paul Warner, tall and pleasant 
looking, handles male vocals and does 
|’em okay. Wood. 


| JOE VERA’S MEN OF MUSIC (4) 
| With Sam Bari 
Hotel Roosevelt, Pittsburgh 

For five months now, Hotel Roose- 
velt Fiesta Room, normally just a 
modestly attended drinking place, 
has been jampacking them every 
night and it’s easy to understand 
why. It’s the Joe Vera outfit of four 
pieces (piano, bass, guitar and ac- 
cordion), but more specifically Vera 


NEED SHEET MUSIC 


MPPA Asks Members to Contribute 
to U. S. War Prisoners Aid 


Music Publishers Protective Assn. 
has asked its members to contribute 
bundles of sheet music and orches- 
| trations to the Red Cross for distri- 
| bution among American prisoners of 

War. 
| Manufacturers of musical instru- 
iments have received a similar re- 
quest from the Red Cross. 








FIGHTING SONS 


of the NAVY BLUE 


VANGUARD SONGS. Inc 


Hollywood 




















HARRY JAMES (COL.) 
JERRY WALD (DECCA) 








“STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL” 


RECORDED BY 


JIMMIE LUNCEFORD (DECCA) 
CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


BOB CHESTER (BLUEBIRD) 
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British Govt Pays BPRS for Songs 
In Films By and For Armed Forces 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


The British Performing Rights 
Society disclosed to ASCAP re- 
cently that it (the BPRS) has an ar- 
rangement with the British War De- 
partment and Entertainment Na- 
tional Service Department whereby 
the BPRS receives payments for 
film exhibition to the forces. This 
information was included in a letter 
notifying ASCAP about a letter that 


the BPRS had received from the 
chief signal officer of the U. S. 
Army. 


The signal corps had written the 
BPRS that it was using some BPRS- 
controlled tunes in some _ pictures 
and it wanted to know how the 
rights could be cleared. The BPRS 
wrote back that ASCAP had blanket 
authority to grant such rights in the 
U. S. and also to determine the 
terms. 

In commenting on the letter from 
the BPRS, Paine said Monday (24) 
that what impressed him particu- 
larly was the obvious determination 
of the British government not to let 
down the men who write its coun- 
try’s music but to render them sup- 
port even in times of dire emergency. 


‘ST. L. BLUES’ BACK 











|of Aug. 26, 


TO HANDY SEPT. 11. 


| that the position ef BMI should be 


W. C. Handy has advised the trade 
that the renewal right of his copyright 
on ‘The St. Louis Blues’ 
effective Sept. 11, 1942, and that 
the 
were held by other publishers will 
revert to him on that date. Handy 
has his own firm, Handy Bros. Mu- 
sic Co., Inc. Melrose Bros. Music 
Co. has been publishing the or- 
chestrations and Alfred Music Co. 
instrumental solos. 

Similar reversions will become 
effective Dec. 2, 1942, in the case 
of another Handy composition, ‘The 
Yellow Dog Blues.’ 


all 





Loper to Stage Copa 
But Won't Be in It 


Don Loper will again costume and 


Stage Monte Proser’s new Copaca-| 
bana, N. Y., nitery revue this fall. | 
but will not be in-it. He’s commit- 


ted to a Metro film 
Ginger Rogers in 


oppcsite 
‘Lady in the Dark.’ 


chore, 


Coincidentally, Loper’s dance} 
partner, Maxine Barrat, becomes 
Fred Astaire’s dancing vis-a-vis in 


& forthcoming Columbia 
providing her tests click. 


various rights on the song that | published. 


becomes | 


| 










musical, | 


+ 





(Week of Aug. 29) 





Wears Silver Wings..... Shapiro 
My DOVOTOR. 6.06.0 00be0% Santly 
Left Heart Canteen....... Army 
Jingle Jangle........ Paramount 
Always in Heart... Remick 
ee pe Se Mills 
Sleepy Lagoon.........Chappell 
Army Air Corps...... C. Fischer 
ee BVC 
Who Wouldn’t Love... .Maestro 
Johnny Doughboy..... Crawford 
Careful My Heart........ Berlin 
One Dozen Rosés....... Famous 
Worth Fighting For...... Harms 
As Though You Here... .Yankee 








BMI Not Seeking 
To Raid ASCAP List 


Of Writers, Says Kaye 


New Yo 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 
Since Mr. John Paine, in your 


build up-a situation whereby 
can raid ASCAF for writers, I t 


made clear. 


BMI does not own any wr 


rk. 


issue 


accuses me of trying to 


BMI 
hink 


iters; 


neither does ASCAP. Writers are in 


the business of getting their s 
The more 


ongs 


publishers 


there are, the better off the writer is. 


BMI is interested in 
ASCAP. 
ing music. 
to the song writer. 


in the interest of the song w 


not 


It offers another o 


raiding 
It is interested in publish- 


utlet 


It is obviously 


riter 


that there should be as many com- 


petitive outlets as possible. 


No writer should be found to 
group or clique of publishers. 


should be free to submit his w 


any 
He 
orks 


to anyone for publication and to ac- 


cept the best offer that he can 
BMI is 1eady to compete upon 
basis. 

We the 


resent implication 


get. 
that 


that 


ASCAP or anyone else owns a stable 


| of writers and that if anyone 


else 


offers to publish a work of one of 


these writers, 


it constitutes a raid. 


—_— 








+ 
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MORE PLUGGERS IN SKIRTS 





ARMY CUTT 
INTO MALE 


—_—__ 





ANKG 


Progressive Loss of Contact- 
men Results in Publishers 
Raiding One Another’s 
Staffs—List of Unem- 
ployed Exhausted 





1-WAY UNION RULE 


Progressive loss of professional 
men to the armed services has caused 
such a shortage of this class of em- 
ployee that publishers are raiding 
one another's staffs. Some publish- 
ers have protested to the contact- 
men’s -union about this constant 
switching from job to job, but the 
union holds there is nothing in the 
basic agreement between union and 
employers that prevents an employee 
from bettering himself whenever the 
opportunity presents itself. Pub- 
lishers, however, are barred under 
this same agreement from negotiat- 
ing with a prospective contactman 
unless the employee to be replaced 
has received his notice. 

The union’s list of unemployed is 
now practically exhausted, and some 
publishers foresee a far more con- 
siderable use of women for contact 
work. There are quite a number 
of women who already hold mem- 
bership in this union. 


TRISH EYES TO 
U.S. SUP. COURT 





John Schulman, as counsel for 
George Graff, Jr.. and the Fred 
Fisher Music Co., has applied to the 


U. S. supreme court for a writ of 
certiorari in the case of ‘When Irish 
Eyes Are Smiling.’ 
of the Warner’ Bros. 
group, has taken two lower court de- 
cisions in this dispute over the in- 
tent of the renewal provision in the 


| copyright law. 


| 


| for the renewal rights to 
after it 


not question the authenticity of Wit-| 


Sydney M. Kaye, 
(Broadcast Music, Inc.) 
E. ¥. Harburg and Harold Arlen | 
cleffed ‘Little Black Sheep,’ ‘Conse- 
| quences,’ ‘I Gotta Song’ and ‘Happi- 
ness Is a Thing Called Joe’ for the 
Metro picture, ‘Cabin in the Sky.’ 


that 


Witmark succes’ sfully 
Fisher from carrving through a deal 
‘Irish Eyes’ 
(Witmark) had 
earlier renewal assignment it 
obtained from 





| 
| 


ASCAP Loses Wisconsin Suits: U.S. 
Judge Upholds Constitutionality Of 
State Law Which Society Ignores 








‘+ 
ASCAP to Appeal Milwaukee, Sept. 1. 
. Injunction suits grouped in Fed- 
Peg ad will take an appeal Jeral district court here by the 
rom the decision last week of American Society of Composers 
Federal Judge L. B. Schwellen- : : : 
bach in Milwaukee to the circuit Authors & Publishers against six 


court of appeals, it was dis- 
closed Monday (31), by Louis 
Frohlich, of Society counsel. 
The Society will again main- 
tain that the Wisconsin statute 
imposing a state tax on music 
licensing fees is unconstitutional, 
and that even if the tax were 
constitutional a state law cannot 
interfere with a federal statute, 
in this case, the copyright act. 


Publisher Robbins Has 
Phonograph Disc Label 
In Mind for Future 


Wisconsin tavern keepers and dance- 
hall operators, seeking permanently 
to enjoin them from playing ASCAP 
music, dismissed Saturday 
(29) in a decision handed down by 
Judge Lewis B. Schwellenbach, of 
Spokane, Wash., in 


to hear the cases last June when 
Judge F. Ryan Duffy disqualified 
himself and withdrew after declar- 
ing that he had been accused of 
prejudice against the plaintiffs. 
Judge Schwellenbach upheld the 
constitutionality of the Wisconsin 
state law, which requires ASCAP 
to pay the state 25% of its gross 
revenues. ‘The court found that 
neither ASCAP nor the suing pub- 


were 


who was called 














lishers had complied with the stat- 
ute, a fact that had previously been 
conceded by E. F. Hartman of Chi- 
cago, genera] western for 
ASCAP, and Robert A. 
counsel, who all along 
tended that the Wisconsin 
unconstitutional. 

In dismissing 
which had asked 
each in six cases, in addition to the 
injunctions for alleged playing of 
copyrighted music without payment 
of the customary fees to ASCAP, 
Judge Schwellenbach said: 

‘I cannot permit this court fo be 
used to further a deliberate viola- 
tion of-a statute of the state of Wis- 


Jack Robbins Is talking with Decca 
Records to release his Lion brand 
disk via Decca, akin to the United 
Artists film releasing system. Rob- 
has been uneven. Next bigest week 
bins sees himself as a publisher pio- 
neering in the disk business. When 
conditions normalize, Robbins avers 
that many a big rausic publisher will 
go into the disk business. 

As a matter of fact he points to 
Decca as being a Warner Bros. af- 
fiilliate in part, with Herman Starr, 
head of Music Publishers Holding 
Corp., on the board of directors: and 
|B. G. DeSylva’s new Capitol Records 
gives Paramount an in, by proxy, al- 
though it is strictly a DeSylva ven- 


counsel 
Hess, 

had 
law 


con- 
was 


the ASCAP suits, 
damages of $250 





M. Witmark, one| 
publishing | 


enjoined | the fir: 


produced a/ counter 
had | assignment obtained any time within 
Graff. Schulman does| the 27 years is valid so long as the] reaching, 





consin.’ 
ture, sans Par capital. : 

Robbins argues that with bandmen cee > es — wd - oa 
going more and more into the music a” a bi ot ASCAP —_— 
publishing business, he doesn’t see | ™ mass a. a “dle seer: ne Pre he 
why the publisher shouldn’t protect rs “v4 . Ca, Cens 
himself by making his own disk that ASCAP had not complied with 
label; encouraging new bands who the law that provides that no one 
will ‘cooperate,’ which is another may issue licenses to play Pr * 
lway (from the publisher’s view- righted music in Wisconsin until 
point) of saying that the maestros | that ebay 7 wi tag ah obtains 
ihave become too dictatorial to the | eau oo the Wisconsin sec- 
| music pubs. ay SS caw a 
‘enamels a Wright asserted that the decision, 
las he interpreted it, meant that 
|} good because it was Issued within 


ASCAP could not prosecute anybody 
for playing its music in Wi 
junless it obtained a license 
‘ithe secretary of state, as the 
renewal| requires. Hess said he did not 
lieve the decision was thet far- 
but wanted time to study 
and declared that an ap- 





t 27 years of the original copy- 
right term, or before “the renewal 

| , ’ 

| actually became available. Witmark 


4} e « 
tilal a 


consin 
from 
law 
argument Is 


be- 


writer was still alive on the date of | it further. 


mark’s assignment, but does contend} renewability, the first day of the} |peal would be made as a matter of 
this prior assignment was no) 28th year. 


| cour se 
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Lyric by Harold Adamson 


(Popular Song Edition) 
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< Inside Stuff—Music 


a 


Roc Hillman and Johnny Napton, writers of the current hit, ‘My Devo- 
tion,’ almost got themselves in the middle of a suit over the tune, which | 
they seemingly gave to two music publishers. ‘Devotion’ is being pub- | 
lished by Santly-Joy-Select in N. Y., but soon after it was released the 
publishers were notified that the writers had signed a contract with 
Stover Music Co., of Hollywood, under which the latter had two years 
in which to release the melody. Stover claims the song was written last | 
summer and handed to that company a year ago 

Hillman and Napton agreed that Stover had had first crack at the 
tune, but asserted that they had taken it back from that firm. Stover 
denied that and produced the two-year agreement. The matter is now in 
the process of being settled. | 

Metro and Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. are in dispute over the right to | 
use the words, ‘White Cliffs of Dover,’ as the title of a film. The producer | 
had announced that it would make a picture based on the Alice Duer | 
Miller poem, ‘White Cliffs,’ and title it ‘White Cliffs of Dover.’ Shapiro- | 
Bernstein’s reaction to this announcement was a warning to Metro that it 
(the publishing firm) would not permit the adoption of such a title be- | 
cause of a prior right. 

After Metro had pooh-poohed S-B’s citation of its recent hit, ‘White | 
Cliffs of Dover,’ op the grounds that the song's full copyright title was | 
‘There'll Be Blue Birds Over the White Cliffs of Dover,’ the publisher | 
pulled another card out of the deck. Shapiro-Bernstein informed the | 
producer that it has been the copyright owner in this country for 18 years | 
of a British-written song, ‘White Cliffs of Dover.” This number was pub- | 
lished originally by Feldman, of London. 


Decca has rushed out ils ‘This Is the Army’ album (eight sides) this | 
week, recorded by the original soldier cast of the Army show, including 
Irving Berlin doing his ‘Hate to Get Up in the Morning.’ Latter’s voice, 
incidentally, is surprisingly good on wax, though the songsmith has always 
kidded himself about his lack of vocal prowess, especially in interpreting 
his own songs. Army Emergency Relief Fund collects 7c royalty per 
record. Victor, too, is using an “Army’ album pronto with Brad Reynolds, 
Fats Waller and Harvey Harding soloists, plus the Victor ‘First Nighter’ 
orchestra. ;' 





Gus Kahn's last song, ‘The New World,’ has not yet been posthumously 
published, because the lyric content may be considered (1) a slap at 
Britain and our other Allies in the Old World, and (2) it may even be 
thought, by some. as being too isolationistic, with its lyric content giving 
thanks to the Atlantic and the Pacific. Walter Donaldson did the tune 
and is awaiting more favorable world conditions to publish it. The same 
goes for Donaldson's own ‘My Dream of My Paree’, which he’s holding 
back. 





Gracie Fields has turned out a distinguished album of eight sides for 
Decca, four batoned by Harry Sosnik and four by Victor Young, the latter 
being the previously made disks on the Coast. The album compilation 
Was an eastern afterthought by Decca prexy Jack Kapp, following Miss 
Fields’ general click in the varieties, etc. Seven are pops, including ‘The 
Biggest Aspidastra in the World,’ now one of her trademarked tunes, and 
the eighth selection is ‘Ave Maria,’ sung in Latin. 





Robbins’ current ‘Humming Bird Song’ is the third of a trio of pre- 
Axis tunes out of Italy (composer, E. di Lazzero). The first two were 
the ‘Woodpecker Song’ and ‘Ferryboat Serenade,’ also hits. Harold 
Adamson did the lyrics to all three. 





Ben Hecht became a songwriter by proxy. His poem ‘Uncle Sam Stands 
Up’, in PM, the N. Y. tabloid, got so much attention that it was reprinted 
and, in turn, this came to music publisher Jack Robbins’ attention. Ferde 
Grofe set the melody. 

‘Jealousy,’ which has just reached top among sheet sellers in England, 
is'a 15-year oldie written by. Jacob Gade, German refugee, who is in a 
British internment camp. Lawrence Wright (London) is publishing. 








/ 4 T Thomas at Paramount, first of which 
Music Notes is ‘A Letter From Bataan.’ 


Themer for WAACs 


Paul-Pioneer Music Corp. is 
publishing a song dedicated to 
the Women’s Auxiliary Army 
Corps. It's titled ‘Sweet Cap- 
tain (the WAAC Song’). 

Douglas D. Ballin and Ken- 
neth S. Clark are the writers. 








NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual—as represented by WEAF, WJ2 
WABC and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginn ng 
Monday through Sunday ‘Aug. 24-30) from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m., and is 
based on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular source tor 











Key, to be sung in the Jerry Brandt | 
picture, ‘Scattergood Swings It.’ 

Louis Gruenberg composing the | 
score for ‘The Commandos Come at 
Dawn,’ at Columbia. 

Murray Albert has moved from 
Crawford Music to Advance Music} 
as contactman. 

H. J. Salter assigned as musical 
director on ‘Cheyenne Roundup’ at 
Universal, in addition to scoring 
‘Night Monster.’ 








Eddie C.uerkose and Jacques Press 
deing the score for ‘Passing the 
Buck’ at Universal. 

Herbert Stothart putting the fin- 
ishing touches to the score for Met- 
ro’s ‘Random Harvest,’ including a 
symphonic poem based on the World 
War I armistice. 

Victor Young, borrowed from 
Paramount, scoring ‘Flying Tigers’ at | 
Republic. 





Copyright a Lead Sheet 











Hopeville, Ga., Aug. 17. 
Variety: 
Dear Old Friends: 

I used to know a fellow 
Sime with ‘Variety.’ 

I sang in every big and little the- 
atre in N. Y. and Brooklyn. I knew 
Ted Morse, Ed Madden, Berlin, Fred 
Fischer, and scores of others. I 
worked with Cantor, Jessel, Win- 
chell, Ben Bernie, and all the rest. 
I was the (first) one to do talking 
pictures behind the screen for Mr. 
Church of the B. F. Keith office: ‘A 
Race for Millions’ and ‘Bertha the 
Sewing Machine Girl’ act. I was 
manager for Marcus Loew (Dave 
Warfield), silent partner in his first 
vaudeville house, 23d St., across from 
Keith’s, just around the corner from 
Mr. Mienhold’s Gem on 6th avenue. 

I wrote ‘Washington Was a-Grand 
Old Man,’ ‘Boots and Shoes’ for Geo. 
Jiamond (1911), ‘She Is Sleeping 
Where the Honeysuckles Bloom,’ etc. 
Len Spencer was my agent. 

What I wanted to say to you is 
this: I enlisted the services of Sen. 


named 


music publishing industry. 





Walter F. George and Sen. Homer 
Bone and succeeded in having the 
copyright laws changed so that a 
songwriter can copyright a ‘lead’ 
sheet or violin score with lyrics. Up 
to several months ago I could not 





Herbert Stothart drew musical di- 
rector chore on “Three Hearts Beat 
for Julia’ and ‘Private Miss Jones’ 


Franz Waxman assigned by Metro 
to score ‘Pilot No. 5.’ 


ee 





























Daniele Amfitheatrof scoring series i |a lead sheet but can’t do a piano | 
P yr: me a =. 4 . hye é ee e 50 “Sm arrandar ” e 
@i Victory Shorts for Pine and | Gite® Mandate tee heen engaged| oe a © an arene He take 
— by John O’Connor as Chicago man-} epedlipreteralaay ath wPisatclh t tarcele- ada 
és J “ : : ae | piano copy. That gives him a chance 
ager for the Warock Music Co, | to steal the song and sell it to a pub. 
; aacnek Sand P | (it has been done). But now I go 
Lennie Hayton draws the scoring|t ) an arranger and hum the tune, 
assignment on Salute to the Ma-/| he jots it down, takes 30 min., then 
rines’ at Metro. I make a lead sheet and send it to 
a ; z = a Washingto aad a ‘otect- 
can now offer successful Daniele Amfitheatrof doing musi- a Gee sk ee -'s 
acts the following astound- ]) cal backgrounds for Metro’s ‘Lassie | thought that you might give some 
ing bookings: Come Home. space to tell composers they can now 
—— copyright a lead sheet E-2 unpub. for 
3 months in Chicago! . i ane a. ger: a = $1, Library of Congress, Washington 
12 months in Hollywood!!! ee et ene ne m © You see, I wrote “Wild Roses 
< r ‘ géé - -- during 1932, the depression. I sang 
6 months on tour!! Alexander Tansman composing| it on lots of radios but never had 
score and incidental music for ‘Flesh | money enough to get a piano arr. 
An amazing total of nearly and Fantasy’ at Universal, | made You have heard my ‘Wild 
Windy inion “ileal wa Wat Seapee: | Roses’ melody almost verbatim in| 
Q . . 4 Walter Jurmann and Paul Webster | another song hit [title deleted]. My 
gagement unparalleled in cleffed ‘Is It Really Love?’ for ‘Pre- | attorney in Chicago is now prepar- 
ines Kinet? senting Lily Mars’ at Metro. ing suit against the writers and pub- 
' : 88. ‘eamblionnia | hi hers of that song. 
‘ . ‘ > a rr ‘ at. 2 | y ld ¢ , , wu 1 ’ 
MILES INGALLS a, harles Prev in scol ing ‘Between | would. be glad if you would te ll 
Us Girls’ at Universal. composers of the new copyright priv- 
Hotel Astor, New York teat & ilege. I think that is news to the 
(Independent Booker) George Jessel and Ben Oakland | Profession. 
cleffed ‘The Flag’s Still There, Mr. Donald Garrisin. 


| copyright a lead sheet. I had to have 
ja full piano arrangement. 

| " 
| Here is the advantage 
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POUND YOUR TABLE POLKA 


RECORDED BY: 
® MARY MARTIN and HORACE HEIDT—Columbia 
® LAWRENCE WELK—Decca 
© RENE MUSETTE—Victor 
® BARRY SISTERS—Standard 


@ Professional copies available. Orchestration by JACK MASON @ 


COLONIAL MUSIC PUB. CO., Inc, 1 We * St. Xow York, N. x 














‘Slush Tunes’ 


I can write | 





” 


tm~E0€  Oitinued from page 2! 








with me, I’m going to hop on that | 


story about Eddie Cantor looking for 
a whitewash for show biz in general 
from FDR. 

No Need to Whitewash Actors 

With more than a year in the army 
under my belt I don’t know just how 
the general public feels about film 
stars who are currently spending all 
of their time touring the camps or 
selling bonds, but I think I can re- 


port reliably on how we guys in uni- | 





Branch: 
JiM DURKIN, Mer. 7616 Melrose Ave., Hollywood, Cal. 





form feel about them. 


We know} 
i just how much good they are doing 


TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 

Be Careful, My Heart—?‘Holiday Inn’........ 7, iw 
PPEMTt BOOREC OE COMCOOR. 4... 5 iT cccsccscsccl re ee 28 
At Last—7‘Orchestra Wives’........ cree rere Rear ro ee ; 24 
Got Gal Kalamazoo—?‘Orchestra Wives’....... BVC ..........0..055.. 24 
He’s My Guy..... UWE EESD TP OHRG WOO PORES DEGREE CeO ome co pobbebece 24 
My Devotion Bee ee re er ee ee a 24 
SE I aia lean wea eh adeste eebbun cnet se 19 
Wears Pair Bilver Wines. osc. ...cercscs sececs I 18 
RY SE SIDS ook oo vnc we Haw Se caus svoes 6 ee 18 
Conchita Lopez—;‘Priorities On Parade’....... RR TE oe eae 17 
*When the Lights Go on Again............... i 2 Bea 17 
Wonder When Baby’s Coming................. ee 17 
SE. Se eager a ale db oes bas) xhanwed Ee ene . 16 
*Love Is a Song—jt‘Bambi’.................... A aon 15 
Serenade In Blue—7‘Orchestra Wives’......... BVG ...cccccccccccccce 15 
This Is Worth Fighting For......... eer NN ete ee ee 15 
Dearly Beloved—7;‘You Never Lovelier’....... ae 14 
. + | —- * ee eer en et 14 
a eee ie ie Nac gia okawnreeAasae 5 SSSR TES ge eerie 14 
Ee RO WO GOR. 6. coves vances bevececcdss ER or Arne 13 
Biumimisne Bird .....cccscces “A : OE ee eee 13 
Can't Get Out This Mood—?**Seven Days Leave’Southern ..........cee 12 
I'm Old Fashioned—i‘You Never Lovelicr’....Chappcll .......eeeeeee 12 
*Strictly Instrumental Peas ahah hae oni aaete UN ee ok 2 12 
Re SD WO TUBES ok ck ccs cnc censcuseees i 11 
There'll Never Be Another—j‘Iceland’........ eee ee 11 
NI, DTG oo ix hve sca vis v's vce aneon RRR tert . 10 
i ae re ee ee ee 10 
NN EE car mae sens ween skews bese rd RS eo ead at Caan us 10 
ee a Southern ie a a as a ae 
OURt TOURS FEOM THOME... 5 cccccccvsccesescse Bites .. 6s: pole RR eee a 
| ee na I ee 9 
oe 8 ere Melodylane a a ae id rel 
You Never Lovelier—;*You Never Lovelier’... farms ........-.see0e02 9 
et CE PN MONE, coca ccivecsnedveedsness I ke a a 
Ne re ee Tere ere SpSek es Manes RS Bats Berea << - 
wrEre Ge We MEM MT; JONG. 6 ccccescs sccwcen Army ...... FR 8 
Ee TOU Bee TWHOCHOATE .....scavcckicticcossase Paramount .........-+- 7 
Pr ar ores rare rs oer. re tt Perr 7 
Se NE IE ors :a 5 50 5cas oe hatee ees ko ee ev ere re ree 7 
Abraham—‘Holiday Inn’ ................. a ee ee eee 6 
Ne ie ine eke a aaleee ED, Sheds unre ang a a 6 
EB a rr BRITO cc cccescccoeces 6 
Embraceable You ioe xk CRG SOK aGS 6000 RES osc « % 
BED Teese OU AUS sn ccs ieccccvesceicsas DN oo ssaaeeonsee @ 
ee Fa a er eee ee Se “icc styiid sadeenese 6 
I Nee a ee ee oh PRE Cid ekeeeeR ee oe wes 6 
*Marines’ Hymn oeeeseeceres EE Fc édaewecsvecesds 6 
Moments Like This—7;‘College Swing’ ........ yp ers re 6 

a ee eee ei RODDING coccscvcescccee 6 
, &. frre rr errr re SES iaeeteersan- 6 

po) i 6! ele Li gi Vea el PEED okie bagas aes 6 

Tammerime—tVicet’s Fr) vc cciscccessvccs bc SEND. “Deh cased oa 6 

Under Strawberry Moon ewer dak WEEMEEETIR Bocdnsscsdavece @ 

When You’re Long Way From Home.......... eer ere ee 6 

A Boy In Khaki.... iat maleate octet Sink brid cei ni ooecRe 5 

I, SM MO I a ce gi ie aiken elie 4k KR Eee re ere 5 

Bitte BRICS «0.65 cess eg EY -5cnlbeeMas:3 piace, ew 

are ere rr bec aee trad cack Ge. sas ji, EEE oka cecctasccse 2 

Everything I Got—i‘By Jupiter’ ............. Fe 0 rere . & 

Little Bo Peep Lost Jeep... ta 6g ENTE {sg €R Ws ooeewesa 5 

Singing Sands Alamosa ............ 0 rrr 9) 

|We Must Be Vigilant.............. ~— SPR ere eer Tee +) 
Where the Mountains Meet........ ace POONENO bbe ed dclenece . 
i*Who Wouldn't Love You?.... ....++.e Maestro seescces 9 
Yankee Doodle Boy—?‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’, Vogel ...... seseseceee OD 

You’re Grand Flag—?+‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’... Vogel ......... slice 





* Indicates + Filmusical 
¢ Legitimate. 


users. 


BMI licensing: others are via ASCAP. 
** ‘This Is the Army’ publishing subsid, licensed freely to all 





Rudy Vallee’s enlistment in the 
Coast Guard; what with his radio 
ciate their appearances at Camp | 52°w still snafuing along at an un- 
é — : . |disturbed pace. (Get some GI to 
Shows or at USO affairs. One of the| transcribe that snafu—it’s the best 
boys who sleeps in my barracks still | of the army slang to date.) 
talks about the night, some six! Maybe Cantor is justified in his 
months ago, when he danced with| feelings that people in show busi- 
both Carol Bruce and Katherine De-!/ ness need an endorsement from some 
Mille at the opening of a Service! higher-up as far as the general pub- 
Club in L.A. That was a big moment/lic is concerned—but from _ the 
in his life and there have been many standpoint none is neces- 
other big moments brought about Curt Weinberg 
by the same kind of action. And the 
handful of GI’s who see my copy of 
‘Variety’ every week all appreciate 
just what Al Jolson is going through 


in the bond-selling department, and 
we also know how much we appre- 


soldiers’ 


Sary 
| ll 
(Officers Candidate School.) 


(Curt Weinberg was formerly im 





on his wide-flung tours of the re-| show biz as press agent—Ed.] 
|mote bases. Some of the boys en te as 
|who’ve already been there know 








what they’re like 

The Henry Fondas of the industry 
rate a million percent for going in 
as apprentice seamen while all of us 
at OCS down here know just what a/| 
rough routine Clark Gable is head- | 
ing for in his current Officer’s Can- | 


| ‘The Sane of The Hour’ | 
| NEED AMERICA 
(America Needs Me) 


didate School course in Miami. | x * * 
When he gets that commission he’ll All Material Available 
ay earned it. You can bank on @ BAND 
: | 
There have been instances in/| @ DANCE ORCH. 


@ VOCAL—3 KEYS 
AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. 


9153 Sunset Bivd. 


cares — Hollywood, Calif. 
how much patriotism is involved in! ——— 


which the profession has suffered 
somewhat by individual actions. The | 
| Tony Martin affair didn’t help much 
j}and some guys can’t figure out just 
































Bing Crosby 
With Bob Crosby’s Bob Cats (Decca 18371) 


Ernest Tubb (Decca 5958) Dick Robertson 


WALKING 
THE FLOOR 


(Decca 4189) Bob Atcher (Okeh 6496) 
OVER you AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. eS 
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Camp Shows Seen Having Tough Time 
Getting By This Season With $4,000,000 





vt 


With an appropriation limited to 
$4,000,000, 540 days of playing time 
to be filled, and an expanded pro- 
duction schedule, USO-Camp Shows, 
Inc., will be hard pressed to make 
ends meet for the coming season 
teeing off Oct. 1, according to USO- 
CSI officials. Big problem is the 
additional units that will have to 
be produced if CSI sticks to its 
policy of a new show each two 
weeks. 

Aside from the vaude units, which 
will adhere to the current budgets 
of $2,600 for the ‘A’s’ (with line of 
girls) and $1,100 for the ‘B’s,’ the ad- 
ditional coin will go for still smaller 
units to play isolated posts unable 
to handle a regular show. Latter 
is now a minor effort but slated to 
be expanded. Money will also go 
for legit shows, of which there were 
only two last year, with about 10 
contemplated for the coming season; 
overseas units ala the Al Jolson 
troupe, where transportation expen- 
ditures are as big a problem as ob- 
taining permission to send the 
troupes; and shows to troops in this 
hemisphere, now limited to periodic 
units into Newfoundland plus spot 


jaunts into Alaska, with the future 
calling for expanded service. 


USO-CSI execs will huddle with 
the Army and Navy in Washing- 
ton later this week on the number 
of camps to be serviced and the 
frequency with which they are to be 
sent shows. If these requirements 
run as high as CSI expects, the 
future will call for tight belts all 
along the line since additional funds, 
which were requested, will not be 
available from USO. Camp Shows 
now has $4,000,000 of the $32,000,- 
000 USO collected this year, with 
the next allotment not due for an- 
other six months. 


PROSER, KELLY 
CITED BY 
AGVA 


—_—_-—— 





Latest additions to the American 
Guild of Variety Artists unfair list 
are Monte Proser’s Copacabana Club 





in New York, Mother Kelly’s in 
Saratoga and the Chez Maurice, 
Montreal. ‘Unfair’ list includes all} 


spots operated by Proser, Kelly and 
the Chez management. 
Proser is listed for 


Toy and 


salaries due 
Wing and Carmen 
D’Antonio from his former Beach- 
comber nitery on Broadway (now 
Mother Kelly’s; Mother Kelly’s for 
breach of contract—nitery cancelled 
a floor show after one performance— 
and the Montreal spot went into 
bankruptcy owing money to Hal Le- 
Roy, Sims and Bailey, Don Tannen 
and Colette and Barry. 

Meanwhile, Joe Morello put him- 
self and the Club Moderne in Frisco 
in the clear for performer salaries 
by paying $200 on account, with the 
balance of $100 due within 10 days. 


Dan Healy Okay 


Dan Healy, who's been treated for 
stomach ulcers, continues to improve 
at the Physicians hospital, Jackson 
Heights, N. Y., and may be dis- 
charged next week. He was con- 
siderably strengthened by a number 
of transfusions supervised by Dr. 
Alexander Kaye. 


The transfusion donors were Sgt. 
Dave Wurzell, Corp. Sid Tauber, 
Pvt. Arthur Shettle and Pvt. Mur- 
ray Deutsch, all of ‘This Is the 
Army,’ and around the show they 
now call him Dan ‘Abe’ Healy. 








Casualty of the War 
Fostoria, O., Sept. 1. 
The Black Cat, Fostoria night club, 
has been shuttered for the duration. 
Cecil H. Burkhart, owner and 


Manager, reports for military duty 
this week. 


3d Hub Hotel to Army 


Boston, Sept. 1. 

Boston’s third hotel has been taken 
over by Uncle Sam, with the Army 
moving into the Hotel Buckminster. 
Previously the Navy had annexed 
the Somerset and the Brunswick 
going to the Coast Guard. 

Many oldtime guests were forced 
to move, with an exception made 
for the WNAC radio offices on the 
top floor and penthouse. 


BOOKINGS BIG 
FOR CHI CAFES 


_————— 





Chicago, Sept. 1. 

Season’s opening brings a wide 
variety of headline acts and orches- 
tras into Chicago’s nite spots. Con- 
gress, Stevens and Auditorium hotels 
are now in the Army’s hands, with 
probably more to follow, but other 
spots have opened. Large number 
of service men in Chicago have 
swelled biz at these haunts. 

‘Copacabana Revels’ 
week at the Latin Quarter, with Jan 
Murray, Cheena De Simone and her 
dancers, Billie and Bustér Burnell, 
Six American Tip-Tops, 


Bragale’s orchs. 


At Rainbo Gardens, Sept. 3., are 


Dean Murphy, Joe Frisco, Deane 
Janis, Corinne and Tito Valdez, Bal- 
lard and Rae, Ruth Quinn, The Mar- 
tels & Mignon, chorus of 25 girls, 
Arne Barnett’s and Phil Levant’s 
orchs. 

Earl Carroll takes over Terrace 
Gardens of Morrison Hotel, 
24, with Bill Grady, The Bryants, 
Harpy Felton, St. Clair and Day, 
Miss America, Rolly Ross, Bob Wil- 


liams, Red Dust, 48 girls and Bob 


Strong’s orch. 


Palmer House opening Sept. 17 


brings in the Hartmans, Parker and 
Porthole, Walter Long, the Del Rios, 
Carlyn Truax, Griff Williams orch. 

Gracie Fields opens the Chez Paree 


Sept. 10, with Buddy Franklin’s orch 
Sophie Tucker follows. 
attraction at 
Camellia House of the Drake Hotel, 
with Ray Benson's and Val Ernie’s 


as holdover. 


Mary Nash is next 


Sid Page Opens Agency | 
Chicago, Sept. 1. 

Sidney F. Page, former vaude 

comic, has opened a booking agency 

here, 

Associates are Marvin Welt, 


From Dismisse 


di- 


AGVA Receives More Complaints 


d Camp Shows Acts 





rector, and Al Marney, music, 





150G Toledo Cafe Shuts 


Toledo, O., Sept. 1. 
The Hollywood Theatre Cafe, $150,- 
| 000 night club on the Telegraph 


Madge Fox Dies at 68 
In N.Y ° Alimony Rows ere just oo neh ra _ been 
With Max Hart Recalled Pleas Court Judge Robert C. Dunn 


|has approved the application of D. 
|Scott Hager, receiver, to discontinue 
Madge Fox, one-time top musical | operations. 

comedy singer and dancer, and also | Spot has been in financial trouble. 


one-time wife of Max Hart, the No. LINK RB OMBING 











1 Keith agent for years, died Aug. 
22 in the House of Calvary Cancer 
Hospital, Bronx, N. Y. She was 68 
and for the past several years was 
dependent on the Actors Fund for 
support. 

Hart himself is now an ill and 
broken man, but once one of the 
most affluent of talent reps. He and 
Miss Fox separated in 1924. She 
sued him for divorce and her subse- 
quent legal actions for alimony were 
both numerous and public. In the 
original settlement, Hart agreed to 
pay her $108,000 over a period of 
years, plus giving her a $28,000 home 
he had in Douglaston, L. I. As his 
own business dropped off and he 
claimed inability to make payments, 
she recurrently brought him back to 
court. However, Hart, though since 
remarried, visited her in the hospital 





Cleveland, Sept. 1. 
Second 





another bombing of Sam Pinkus 


matic music box. 


TO JUKE WAR 


act of the local jukebox 
war by racketeers was rung up by 


night club, which was first dynamited 
Aug. 4, after the operator said he 
had been warned to remove his auto- 


Pinkus’ wife, four children and a 
roomer, who live in an apartment 
over the nitery, had their lives en- 


| The American Guild of Variety 
| ° ° , 

| Artists has received signed come 
| plaints against USO-Camp Shows, 


|Inc., from Betty Walters, Evers and 
| Dolores, David and June Hacker, 
|all of whom were dropped recently 
from the USI-CSI unit, ‘Hollywood 
Follies, along with Stone and Lee, 
Al Stone filed a complaint with 
AGVA last week that charged 
USO-CSI with ‘breach of contract, 
misuse of USO funds, defamation of 
character and malicious influence 
and discrimination.’ Latest com- 
plaints claim insufficient dismissal 
notice, with 10 days’ pay still due. 
Camp Shows exec are remaining 
mum until they see the complaints 
which are due to be delivered by 
AGVA later this week. 





‘SEE ROXY, N. Y, 
SETTING BAND 


opened last 


Doranine 
and Ellis, Joe Norman’s and Vincent 


U. S. Coast Guard. 


and was virtually the last to see her 
alive. He says that he couldn’t leave 
her completely alone during her ill- 
ness, despite the past bitterness be- 
tween them. They had an adopted 
son, Charles Hart, now 23 and in the 


IN FEW DAYS 


Meetings between the new Roxy, 
N. Y., operators, A. J. Balaban and 
Jack Partington, and the leading 
agencies are being continued this 


dangered when dynamite was thrown 
into the basement stairway last week. 
Blast ripped down partitions, shower- 
ing yonugsters with plasterboard. 
Mrs, Pinkus was almost decapacitated 
by a flying piece of wood. Club’s 
windows and bottles of likker on the 
bar were smashed by the explosion. 





Sept. 


Hart’s litigations with his wife 
were virtually day and date with his 
long and unsuccessful attempt to 
prove that Keith-Albee was a big- 
time trust. Charles Evans Hughes, 
who recently retired as chief justice 
of the U. S. Supreme Court, was |: 
finally retained by K-A as special - 
counsel and, virtually in a few 
words, had the lengthy case thrown 
out of court. Hughes pointed to 
Eddie Cantor, among the other head- 
liners who testified for Hart—who 
was then a daring exponent of tilt- , : 
ing stars’ salaries Pow $500 a week | Ris own Denes instered. 
to $2,500 and $3,500 a week—and 
wanted to know whether, if Cantor’s 
blackface was lost in transit, could 
or could he not (Cantor) go on the | the 
stage and perform, entertain people, | 7 incident 
etc. The transportation of theatrical | -i.s Il just have to go out o 


props in interstate commerce was : 
the essence of the anti-trust suit | PUSIMeSS: The other bombing cos 


Another nearby cafe, Mae’s Spot 


trouble, was blasted 
this summer. 


After the first bombing on Aug.4 


tion and blackmail. 








machine 


the court trial postponed twice anc 
was free 
club 





was blitzed again. 





j 





which also has been having jukebox 
twice earlier 


Pinkus had Leroy Robinson, partner 
the music-box firm of Meckley 
and Robinson, arrested for intimida- 
At that time the 
bistro operator charged Robinson had 
threatened that the place would be 
bombed unless the rival distributor’s 
was removed and one of 


Robinson denied the charges, had 
under $2,500 bond when 
This 


|time Pinkus declined to comment on 
outside of saying: ‘I 


P ” , > sar 4 ’ c 
against K-A, but once the interstate | ™* "© arly $1,500, and I can’t afford 


week, and it’s probable that at least 
>}one deal for a name band will even- 
tuate in the next few days. Roxy 
figures on beginning its bandshow 
policy in December. 

: Sitting in at the confabs, plus 
Balaban, Partington and the agency 
reps, is Jesse Kaye, Fanchon & 
Marco booker, who continues buy- 
ing the Roxy’s shows under 20th- 
Fox’s new operating setup. 

Most encouraging sign to the 
Roxy is that the band agencies are 
now submitting name orchs—mak- 
ing the bookings merely matters of 
dates and prices. The Roxy will use 
i/three bands under its expanded en- 
tertainment setup as proposed by 
Balaban. Plus a name band on the 
stage, Paul Ash’s crew will be re- 
tained in the pit, and a third, prob- 
fjably string, orch, will be spotted in 
t| the lobby to entertain the customers 
going in and out. 





. — savy —o ® ‘ + - P 
orchs. Dwight Fiske comes into the}commerce angle was deflated the | Such heavy expense. Rest of the theatre’s production 
Mayfair Room, Blackstone Hotel,} suit was kayoed. | Despite his reluctance to be setup is not definitely set, nor has 
Oct. 9. 3 Trials | dragged into the case, both police|it been determined whether the de- 
Russ Morgan has opened at Edg- Adtusliy. these were thens telal jand newspapers are using it a8/luxer will retain the Gae Foster line 
: Actually, , wer e trials | anothe : i i S i , rj 
water Beach Hotel for two months,| of the suit. Hart Soak the. deok 7 | another wedge in their crusade of 24 girls, who have become vir- 
with Five Antaleks, Don Gulien,|}y y_ put ap va ; ‘ irst IN| against the ‘laxness’ of local magis-|tually an institutional at that house 
Jana and Dorben Dancers. Art Kas- pte The ce Ses Ps Micon | trates who allow important crime|as the Rockettes at the nearby Radio 
: ; . é c » Ur an, ro ‘ = >; eceae "a! o T ci ‘ soar co 
sell opens Walnut Room of Bismark] then chief counsel of K-A defended suspects ‘0 get their cases post /c ~ Music Hall. Regardless of the 
on Oct. 2, Lawrence Walk at Trianon | the ecireyit. Follewing the defect- in poned so easily. jae plans, tpg te ° Marco ate etal 
tne srCUulte. at + thi a sCieca iy artromertiT. 7 rae i iOoTiA LION | wre UG OF-iie OX} IHeALTE Dtiizé 
| until end of November. At Aragon,| the appeal Goodman, at the behest | pepe gge Pago: se ple mo d b k Radi “Ci : , rs 
- . ee . as, . all, ¢ ? NCST ! wong , FF chiefly ) rder|é ac E 1 
Art Kassell opens Sept. 7, Freddy | o¢ ‘ ; ig ae was set off chiefly by a murder|and back into adio City shortly. 
f is ~ |} of E. F. Albee, offered Hart a fabu- 





Nagel, Oct. 3, Dick Jurgen, Oct. 30 
Marx replaces Art Jarrett 
at Black Hawk on Oct. 7. Bands 
slated for the Panther Room, Sher- 
man, include Jimmy Dorsey, Sept. 
11, Sonny Dunham, Sept. 25, Woody 
Herman, Oct. 9, Alvino Rey, Nov. 6, 
Stan Kenton, Dec 4, and Claued 
Thornhill, Dec. 31. 


HARVEST MOON BALL S.0. 
AT MAD. SQ. GARDEN 


N.Y. Daily News staged its eighth 


Chico 





annual Harvest Moon ball at Madi- | 


son Square Garden, N.Y. last week, 
and, per usual, it was SRO 
b.o. This year the net profit, such 
as it is, is being divided between the 
USO and the News’ Welfare Assn. 
Fd Sullivan again emceed expert- 
ly and there was one salient high- 
light, the servicemen’s division to 
take care of male competitors wear- 
ing unies. Not so flattering was lack 
of goodlooking contestants. Prob- 
able that the draft or war factory 
work, or both, had something to do 
with that, but the physical appear- 
ance of the amateur dancers this 


at the 


year was on the whole below par for | 


the event. 

From a newspaper promotion 
standpoint, the Harvest Moon Ball 
remains the No. 1 bally for the rag, 
which hasn’t overlooked some other 
publicly popular exploitation tricks, 
such as the Golden Gloves, Silver 
Skates, etc. (which its 
Chi Tribune also features annually.) 


companion | 


lous settlement—something like $50,- 
| 000 in cash, 5% of the profits of the 
United Booking Office (K-A), which | 


Spruiel, Negro nitery owner, 


was exceptionally profitable because | 
of the 5% booking fee exacted from | long 
all acts, and, finally, priority in | derer and ex-convict, 
bookings for’ all acts represented by . 
Hart. Hart now claims that his at-| P04, at the time. 
ieones Martin. Littletc : h " hee ROS Ne SESE ENE Se ee 
2y, ar eton, who fe . ; : } 
’ vice case as one of a dozen colored 
certain that he could defeat K-A on | sae 


tally wounded, 
record 
was 








; | men accused of having relations with 
the issue involved, advised him | three white high-school girls, 
against accepting the settlement. | 
K-A then appealed and brought in 
Hughes. 


- 
| The deal offered Hart was some- 3 MORE A. C. HOTELS 


what similar to that given the late | 





scandal revolving around Nathaniel 
who 
was killed a fortnight ago in a bat- 
tle with a patrolman whom he fa- 
Spruiel, who had a 
as a drug-addict, pan- 
out on 
He had been 


That F&M will retain a production 
interest in the house is self-evident 


via Partington’s part-ownership of 
F&M plus his cooperator status with 
Balaban, 





WM. MANDEL BREAKS IN 
OLD ACT WITH NEW AIDE 


The former-toprctch William and 
Joe Mandel comedy acro turn re- 
turned to action last week. with 
Alex Emerling replacing Joe Manet- 





! RMY ta. Adct broke in at the Family 
H. B. Marinelli, foreign agent, who TAKEN BY THE A | theatre, Scranton, Pa., opens for a 
also had brought suit against K-A. week in Providence on Friday (4) 
| Latter gave Marinelli 10% commis- and plays Wilkes-Barre and Wil- 
‘ " + > - 
sion on all its foreign bookings, re- | Atlantic City, Sept. 1. liamsport, Pa., the following week. 
gardless of how secured, but Mari-| Hotels Fredonia, Hersh-Carlton, Routine is the same as formerly, but 
nelli died soon after that agreement | and Ostend have been added to the | the act is now being billed as The 
| was made. list taken by the Army Air Force | yandels. 
Hart insists that his long legal | Training Center here. William Mandel is the only mem- 
| wrangle against K-A cost him noth- | In addition, Colonel Robert Glass- | per of the original turn that started 
|ing. He says that his close friend! burn announced the Crane Exhibi- 


and attorney, Louis Epstein, origi- | tion Building, on the Boardwalk op- 
nally took the case on a contingency | posite Convention Hall, has been 
basis. Epstein later turned it over| taken by the Army, also the Waltz 
to Littleton, also on a contingency.| Dream Arena formerly used for 

However, even if there were no | boxing. 
attorney fees, the suit against K-A | 
cost Hart millions of dollars. Shut 
out from the K-A booking office, 
Hart found it impossible to hold on 
to his acts, and the latter included 
virtually every top comedian in 
show business. 

Hart also owned 41% of the Feiber 
& Shea theatre circuit, but he sold 
| this out to the other partners after | Rossfield will present Sept. 
| one of them testified in favor of | Nitery show will be 100% femmes, 
| Madge Fox in one of the several ali- | from line (8) to principals. Kadislas 
i|Czettel has done the costumes. 





B-r-r-r 


| Timely-themed revue to induct the 
|N. Y. Versailles’ fall season is Mar- 
jery Fielding’s ‘Life Without Men,’ 
which Nick Prounis and Arnold 











|} mony suits, 


17. | 


27 years ago as the Jack Alfred Trio. 
In those days the act was composed 
of Will and Dan Mandel and Joe 
Manetta, being billed later as Wm. 
Mandel & Co. After the last war 
Dan Mandel became a film editor on 
the Coast and William started a two- 
act with Joe Manetta. About 1930 
the billing was changed to William 
and Joe Mandel and continued as 
such until the boys split up some 18 
months back. Will broke in a new 
man only to have the draft nab him, 
and he had since been searching 
for a replacement who was ‘draft- 
proof,’ 

Benny Burke, William Mandel’s 
agent for 32 years, is handling the 
new turn. 
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Night Club Reviews 








La Vie Parisienne, N. Y. 


Luba Malina, Gabrielle, Rasha & 
Mirko, G. Ray Terrell; $2 minimum. 





Arthur Lesser, repatriated Ameri- 
can, has brought back with him to 
East 52d street a charming manner 
of presenting a class French restau- 
rant. He’s attempting a difficult job 
of making a successful dinner spot 
also click as a supper club, but he’s 
well on his way to succeeding. Un- 
like the Stork, Morocco and Monte 
Carlo, which boom at supper and 
have to bolster their early dinner 


patronage, La Vie Parisienne is well 


esconced as a class eatery, where 
the average check is around $4. 

For supper, to a $2 minimum 
tariff, Lesser embellishes his variety 
talent with a stellar act, such as 
Adelaide Moffett, who did well for 
him for a while, or Luba Malina, as 
currently. She’s doubling from 
‘Priorities.’ A personality songstress, 
she clicks with pops done in distinc- 
tive style. Given a couple of special 
lyrics, Miss Malina would be truly 
big league instead of being com- 
pelled to bolster familiar pops with 
unique treatments. 

An s.a. type of brunet, with an ar- 
resting wagon, she does inject nov- 
elty to familiars such as ‘Blues in 
the Night’ by doing a Russian ver- 
sion (‘from Moscow to Minsk,’ etc.), 
and in the case of ‘I Said No,’ she 
gives it a switch by ad libbing the 
familiar punchline, ‘I guess you 
thought I was gonna say, ‘So I sub- 
scribed to Liberty magazine’.’ ‘Pan- 
chito Lopez’ and ‘Chi Chi Caste- 
nango’ are more familiar pops, but 

good topical novelty is ‘Strip 
olka,’ with its satire on the erst- 
while 42d street peelers. 

Gabrielle is one of those French 
diseuses who is wisely eschewing 
the diseuseing and swinging her 
classics. Her voice is potent and 
well trained, but she has seemingly 
concluded that “The Swallow’ and ‘A 
Heart That’s Free’ sound better in a 
modern, rhythmic dress. 

Rasha and Mirko are the Serbian 
guitarists with their rhythmic Ori- 
ental dueting which has made them 
clicks here, even more so than when 
they were at Le Ruban Bleu. G. Ray 
Terrell does magico interludes, and 
there are two pianists for the ac- 
comps. But, in the main, La Vie 
Parisienne, as its name implies, is a 
little of Paris, and it’s wowing the 
nostalgic Francophiles. Abel. 


LATIN QUARTER, CHI) 





Chicago, Aug. 26. 
‘Copacabana Revels’ with Jan Mur- 
ray, Cheena de Simone & Her Danc- 
ers, Billie & Buster Burnell, 6 Amer- 
ican Tip-Tops, Doraine & Ellis, Joe 
Norman’s Orch, Vincent Bragale’s 
South Americans with Patricia Ford. 





Operating as the only _ second- 
floor theatre-restaurant in the Loop 


presenting a full-hour stage shew, | 








To Talent Buyers 
TOP 


ATTRACTIONS 


Available 


for All Locations 


Including 


NIGHT CLUBS - HOTELS 
COCKTAIL LOUNGES 
CAFES - BARS 


Within Your Budget 





Prominent Bands, Singers, Dancers 
and Acts that represent the “TOP 
ATTRACTIONS” in the Entertain- 
ment World are available at terms 
“within your budget!” 

WIRE, CALL or WRITE 


JACK KEARNEY 


NATIONAL 
CONCERT and ARTISTS’ 
CORPORATION 


711 5th Avenue 
NEW YORK 


ee 
Phone: PLaza 3-0820 





|| 


and at moderate prices, the Latin 
Quarter is doing a sock business. 
Now, as its second attraction, Ralph 
Berger and Chuck Jacobson_ have 
brought in the ‘Copacabana Revels 
for their new opening. 

Jan Murray, a tell, slender m.c, 
with an _ ingratiating personality, 
puts his audience into a receptive 
mood and keeps the show together 
in pleasant fashion. Possessed of 
several talents, Murray does some 
singing, some mimicry, indulges in 
a little inane tomfoolery and cracks 


jokes that are clean and funny. The 
audience liked him. | 
Distinct novelty is Cheena De 


Simone and her dancers—three tall, 
clean-cut looking cheps and three 
gal lookers. They create some fine 
terpsichorean patterns on the lim- 
ited dance floor, »resenting an im- 
pressive group in artistic motion. 

Billie and Buster Burnell are jive 
tapsters, and good. Clad in the 
bouffant costumes of the ‘80s, Do- 
raine and Ellis, soprano and tenor, 
sing medleys of old favorites. Both 
possess excellent-voices and drew 
hearty applause. 

The American Tip-Tops, held over 
from the last show, offer virtually 
the same routine of acrobatics. 
They're young and fresh-looking, a 
deservedly popular act. 

Biz good. Loop. 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Robert Field, Line (10), Mitzi Mar- 
tin, 4 Kit-Kats, Francis Carlyle, 
Paula Drake, Madeline & Kirk, Jean 
Mode, Richards-Adair Dancers (6), 
Eddie Davis, Lou Marttn’s Orch; 
$3.50 minimum. 





The showmanship kid is back at 
Leon & Eddie’s, and that means en- 
tertainment in spades. For Eddie 
Davis, vacationing these past few 
weeks from the 52d street spot which 
he and Leon Enken operate, still re- 
tains the stuff to make a show as- 
sume stellar proportions. 

Not that this bill is second-rate. It 
isn’t. It’s got enough talent and en- 
tertainment to get by on most nitery 
layouts. It’s just that Davis’ finale 
turn gives the outfit the spark, with 
his songs and stories, that raise the 
entertainment above the general 
level. 

The support consists of all young 
entertainers, nearly all of whom are 
apparently new to the Broadway 
isector. And there isn't a thing wrong 
with any of them that a little more 
experience can’t cure. What’s seem- 
ingly most important is that the per- 
formers have the zest and capacity 
for entertaining. 

All of the bill’s young performers 
are more extensively reviewed un- 
der New Acts. They include: Mitzi 
Martin, acrobatics; Francis Carlyle, 
magician; Paula Drake, singer: and 
Madeline and Kirk, ballroom satir- 
ists, plus the Richards-Adair Danc- 
iers (6). 








She does a 


| the beaut Jean Mode. 
that has a 


strip under a soft light 
touch of class. 

Davis. of course, is ; 
and rightly so. Nobody else could 
toitow “iit. Hie’s “interpvlated a 
{number of ribald lyrics to pop tunes, 
j}and for the standard Leon-Eddie’s 
| clientele they’re stili smashes. He 
| doesn’t restrict himself te that type 
of number, either, for Davis can still 
put over a flag-waving tune. 

Lou Martin’s small orch has long 
been a standby here. Robert Field is 
the show's good-looking front. act- 
ing only as m.c. Kah. 


the climaxer 








EL CHICO, N. Y. 


Consuelo Moreno. Dorita & Velero. 
|Gloria Belmonte, 3 Guitars, 


del Toro, Olivero del Duca Orch (7); 


ues a clicko under Leo Orta’s able 
| management, and with Norris at the 
tape. 

Show is one of the best in recent 
sessions. The talent ingredients are 
the same, but they’re well mixed, 
and in addition the quality of the 
seasoning is less table d’hote and 
more epicurean in choice. 

The traditional flamenco singer is 
here, this time Consuelo Moreno. 
Dorita and Velero, flamenco dancers, 
are returners, having been Collada’s 
| original imports some seasons ago, 
and since then they’ve been to Hol- 
lywood, ete. Gloria Belmonte is an- 
dane standard with her Spanish 





dances, both classic and provincial. 
The 3 Guitars, a mixed combo of 





Inca Indians from Peru, feature In- 
dian music and old Spanish folk 
songs. They remind of the Trio 





—— 





| Mixteco with their odd masks and 
folk songs. 
| Herman del Toro, Spanish juve- 
nile, is a capable emcee and, for hi 





eT 


S.a. in carload lots is offered by | 


Herman j 


$2.50 minimum, 50c cove 

| Still the class of New York’s Latin 
| niteries—and one of the pioneers in 
|the field—Benito Collada’s Green- 
| wich Village spot has now become a 
| metropolitan institution, The answe! 
is that with or without the boniface 
ion the scene—at the moment he’s} 
resting out west—the Chico contin- 


vocal specialty, does Cole Porter 
pops like ‘Beguine’ in English and 
|Spanish to go over. New band is 
| Olivero del Duca, okay for the all- 
'round dansapation. Yank and Latin 
sets, necessary for this location book- 
| ing. Abel. 


‘VOGUE ROOM, CLEVE. 


(HOTEL HOLLENDEN) 








Cleveland, Aug. 26. 
| Raul & Eva Reyes, Germaine & 
| Joel, Eddie Cochran, Henri, Nella 
|Webb, Sloan & Gary, Sammy Wat- 
|kins’ Orch (8): $1.50 minimum. 





Hollenden’s compactly built boite, 
which doesn’t go for Latins or rhum- 
ba acts as a rule, makes an excep- 
tion in the case of Raul and Eva 
Reyes. Both have pushed up its 
standard of diversion as well as 
business several notches. 

Two olive-skinned dancers are the 
flashiest rhumbaists who ever shook 
a hip in the Vogue Room. Dressing 
up their steps with smart, white- 
ruffled costumes, they inject an 
authentic Cuban color and remark- 
ably intricate footwork into rou- 
tines. But their prodominant charm 
is their dynamic energy. Lithe and 
slim, the girl’s a bewitching beauty. 
Even Bandmaster Sammy Watkins | 
has a time keeping up.to them when 
they’re shaking a Latin step or sock- 
ing customers with a_ sensational 
version of ‘Shoeing the Wild Mare.’ 

Eddie Cochran has a smooth line 
of palaver that tightens his magic 
act. Offers more mechanical tricks 
than sleight of hand, but they’re all 
mystifiers; an eye-filling blonde 
heips.. Voices of Germaine and Joel 
are average but duo carries off Je- 
rome Kern and Victor Herbert med- 
leys lustily. 

Sloan and Gary add a bit of sing- 
ing-accordion work between sessions 
by Watkins’ crew, which has ac- 
quired more zip since winning local 
‘Fitch Bandwagon’ honors. Henri, 
lightning-quick pen-sketcher, is new- 
comer who has joined Nella Webb, 
astrologist, in table-work. Pull, 


NIXON CAFE, PITT. 


Pitisburgh, Aug. 26. 
Al Marsico Orch (8),.Bob Carter, 
Helene and Her Violin, Bob & Max- 
ine, Frank Andrini, Coleman Clark 
with Bob Anderson & Wally Sher- 
win; 50c cover. 








Best show Tony Conforti’s spot has 
come up with all year. Every act’s 
a click, with forefront honors going 
to Coleman Clark and his table ten- 
nis turn. It’s the first time for a 
novelty act of this sort in a local 
nitery and the novelty is proving a 
ringside sensation. Not only is it a 


deft demonstration of ping-pong, 
with Clark and his colleague, Bob 
Anderson, going at it hammer and 


tongs, but it’s also a solid comic 
stanza, thanks to the nifty announc- 
ing at the mike of Wally Sherwin 
and the hoke stuff he later does with 
Clark and Anderson. 

Prelude to the contest is also 
highly entertaining. with the boys 
| pong bal out ‘Jingle Bells’ on ping- 





pong balls and frying pans, and also 





demonstrating the game as it was 
played when first introduced, even 
For a 


| to the handle-bar mustaches, 
| swell finish, Clark takes on a mem- 
| ber of the audience, with the champ 
| playing while seated in a chair. 

Bob and Maxine, a couple of ex- 
pert tappers and aé_e good-looking 
couple, oper. the skow conventional- 
ly enough but switch to some light 
comedy later that earmarks the two 
of them for possible watching, and 
Frank Andrini (New Acts) cleans up 
with his guitar wizardry and dialect 
singing. Gal billed simply as Helene 





contributes some expert fiddling. 
She’s sweet-looking and attractive 
and really goes to town on the 





strings, concentrating for the most 
part on the semi-classics Exactly 
the kind of a turn for the Nixon’s 
| staid clientele and she’s practically | 
| become a fixture here , 


| M.c. chores are handled in a 

| straightforward manner, without anv 
furbelows, by Bob Carter. who also 

| sings _With Al Marsico’s band and| 

likewise has a spot for himself in the | 

|show. Marsico’s dansapation is ex- | 
actly what the doctor here ordered 

| Cohen 


' 


MAYFAIR ROOM, CHI 


(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) | 
; Chicago, Aug. 27. 
Eddie Oliver Orch, Georgie Tapps. 





One of Chicago’s beautiful dinner 
rooms, the Mayfair of the Blackstone 
hotel is a charming, dignified and 
restful rendezvous, catering to a 
somewhat mature and select clien- 
| tele. The music is sedate in charac- 
| ter and the single headliner, Georgie 
|Tapps, combines modern taps done | 
in the classical manner. 

Eddie Oliver, Ben Bernie’s one- 
time pianist, opens the miniature 
show with a flashing rendition of a 
Grieg piano concerto, beautifully 
backed by his band. Oliver is per- 
sonable and ingratiating. 

Tapps is on for about half an 
hour, offering a wide variety of tap} 
specialties. Particularly outstanding | 
fare his ‘Dance to Diane,’ ‘Fire 











| preems at the Garden Sept. 4. 
| Capades’ 
| have turned over 10,000 free tickets | 


humba to ‘Perfidia,” Merry 
Widow and his superb inter- 
pretation of en Day Is Done.’ He 
has dignity and a pleasant person- 
ality. His taps are clean-cut and 
stacatto, his movements presenting a 
dynamic interpretation. The audi- 
ence liked him. ; 
Oliver plays pleasing dance music. 
Bill Cooper,, baritone, sings favorites 
like ‘Stage Door Canteen’ and ‘This 
Is Worth Fighting For’ in a deep, 
resonant voice that is attractive. — 
Business on this particular evening 
only fair. Loop. 


YACHT CLUB, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 27. 
Herman Middleman Orch _ (8), 
Jackie Miles, Ruth Wayne, Joe & 
Betty Lee, Paul Kirkland, Eddie 
Metcalfe; $1.50-$2.50 minimum. 


Dance,’ 











Little Jackie Heller’s river spot 
has played most of the younger crop 
of cafe comics—Henny Youngman, 
Sammy Walsh, Jan Murray, etc.—but 
has never come up with a more solid 
click in that line than Jackie Miles. 
First time around here for him, and 
Miles is already the talk of the town. 
The guy has everything. 

Material’s good, and he knows 
how to flip it across, and woe to the 
heckler or the noise-maker in the 
audience! Miles knows how to take 
him into camp without ruffling any 
feelings and at the same time give 
the customers a time of it. When 
caught, he was on for nearly 40 min- 
utes and he had a packed room in 
his corner every inch of the way. 
Miles is master of a flock of dia- 
lects, and uses them all in his stories, 
giving even the old ones a fillip with 
his delivery. His vocal stuff is 
strictly in the satire line—the laven- 
der torcher and the balladeer with 
illusions of sophisticated grandeur. 
Tough room for Miles since it’s a 
little big and roomy for his intimate 
style, but as far as Yacht Club crowd 
is concerned, he can be a fixture if 
he wants, 

Nice little show surrounding him, 
too. Ruth Wayne is a chanteuse of 
the Al Siegel school, where she’s 
now a senior pupil, with much bet- 
ter than the average set of pipes for 
a cafe singer. Tiny and blonde and 
with considerable s.a., she looks like 
a great bet for a musical when the 
stylizing becomes just a bit less ob- 
vious. Joe and Betty Lee are a 
couple of cute dancers, much younger 
than the usual ballroom terpers, and 
their routines, while standard, are 
turned out with a nice flair. Veteran 
Paul Kirkland, still doing his ladder 
act and winding up with the stub- 
born paper cone. which he works for 
laughs and winds up burning on the 
tip of his nose, opens the doings but 
should speed up the turn a bit for a 
nitery crowd. In theatres, his cas- 
ualness is okay, but not here. 

Dance music by Herman Middle- 
man okay, and so are the vocals by 
saxman Eddie Metcalfe, formerly of 
the Leighton Noble band. Biz has 
been booming here of late. Cohen. 


SOPHIE TUCKER DATES 
EXTEND PAST XMAS 


Cleveland, Sept. 1 

Sophie Tucker. currently at the 
Mounds Club here, next has engage- 
ments in San Francisco, Seaitle and 
then the Chez Paree, Chicago, car- 
rying her through Christmas. 

She’s booked into the Conpaca- 
bana, N. Y., after the holidays, 








Soph Follows Gracie 
Chicago, Sept. 1. 
Gracie Fields opens at the Chez 
aree Sept. 10. 
She’s followed by Sophie Tucker. 





‘Ice Capades’ Ties 
In With Radio, Bonds 


Dress rehearsal of ‘Ice Capades of 
1943’ is being staged for service 
men and the press at Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., tonight. Show 


‘Ice 
and Garden managements 
for opening night to the Blue Net- 
work’s War Bond drive, to be given 
to purchasers of bonds. 

Tommy Barry is replacing George 
Byron as ‘Ice Capades’ m.c., latter 
having been signed by Republic 


| Pictures. 





Detroit Nitery Sued 


Detroit, Sept. 1. 

A suit for $20,000 damages as the 
result of a fall on a dance floor has 
been filed in Mt. Clemens, Mich., 
against the swank Club Royale, on 
Detroit’s outskirts. 

Mrs. Rose Kaufman, who filed the 
suit, attributed the fail to improper 
lighting and the absence of signs 
warning patrons that the main floor 
and dance floor are at different 
levels. 





13 MORE NITERIES 
CITED IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Sept. 1, 

The crackdown on taverns and 
niteries that violate the law and 
military regulations is continuing 
unabated here, with 13 additionai 
drinkeries being cited Thursday 
(27) to show cause why their }j- 
censes shouldn’t be suspended or 
revoked. 


The complaints were filed by Don 
Marshall, district liquor adminis. 
trator, with the State Board of 
Equalization, liquor enforcement 
body, which will hold hearings on 
the charges. 


Four of the places cited, including 





already been declared ‘out of bounds’ 
by the military. 





Ohio Freezes Permits 
Of Drinkeries at 17,000 


Celumbus, O., Sept. 1. 


Number of night clubs and other 
establishments serving liquor will 
remain at approximately 17,000 in 
the state as a result of the Ohio 
Board of Liquor Control ‘freezing’ 
retail wine, liquor, and beer per- 
mits for an indefinite period. 

The only changes will be when 
licenses are revoked and other ap- 
plicants are given licenses in their 
place. 








Upped Pitt Cafe Biz Cues 
Longer Chatterbox Week 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 1. 


Boom in nite-club biz here in last 
few months will put William Penn 
hotel’s Chatterbox on a_ six-night 
weekly operation this fall when room 
reopens Oct. 9 with Bob Astor's 
band. When Chatterbox closed in 
mid-May for summer, it was running 
only last four nights of the week on 
account of lagging trade, and at that 
time there was some question as to 
whether supper-dance spot would re- 
open at all. 

However, reports of big trade in 
cafe circuits all over ,territory has 
not only led to resumption of old 
policy at Chatterbox but also to an 
earlier reopening than usual. Teeing 
off with Astor, Tom Troy, manager 
of the Statler hotel in Pittsburgh, 
says he'll fcllow with a flock of name 


bands. In past, Chatterbox has used 
in-between outfits almost exclu- 
sively. 


Music Corp of America will book 
the spot as usual, and there'll be a 
regular radio line jon WCAE, with 
| twice-weekly Mutual shots 


| 








Texas Ice Events, Inc., which has 
leased the Will Rogers Memorial 
Coliseum, Fort Worth, Texas, and 
the new ‘Ice-Capades’ have agreed 
on a 1943 date here, April 19-25. ‘Ice- 
Capades’ iast spring packed the big 
building. 


Keith 


CLARK 


} 
| 


International Comedian 


* 


. Sept. 3 


State Theatre, Baltimore 
. 


Sept. 9 


Olympia Theatre, Miami 


Thanks to JOE FLAUM 
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A) Traveling Burlesque Units This 
Season, Compared to 35 Last Yr. 





Buffalo, Sept. 1. 


Traveling burlesque will see 40 
companies this season as compared 
with last year’s 32. In addition to 
the Hirst and Midwest circuits, this 
season’s roster will also include the 
Empire Wheel, operated largely in 
the middle west. 

New circuit stands include Roch- 
ester, Akron, Canton, Toledo, Pitts- 
burgh, Milwaukee, Norfolk and In- 
dianapolis. 





K. C. Folly Set 
Kansas City, Sept. 1. 


Folly, which brought standard 
purlesque back here the latter half 
of last season, will reopen Sept. 4. 
Warren Irons again will handle 
managerial reins. 

Shows will feature traveling prin- 
cipals from the Midwest circuit, and 
house will maintain its own line of 
16. Orchestra in pit will be directed 
by Judy Conrad, same as last 
season. 

Opening bill ‘will be ‘Scanties of 
1943,’ with Kenny Brenna, comic, 
and Darlene, dancer. The vaude 
acts for olio will include Frankie 
Belasco, Clair Bros., and Joe & Joey 
March. 





Rochester Back Again 
Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 1. 


Edward Ryan of New York re- 
lights the Embassy Friday (4) with 
‘musical’ shows at 65c top. Prin- 
cipals from the Izzy Hirst burlesque 
wheel will be augmented by local 
chorus of 16. 

Burley name, stripping and 
which shuttered house three 
ago, are banned under city 
issued. A. H. Gallacher is 
manager. 


smut, 
years 
license 
house 





Schenectady’s Burley Return 
Schenectady, N. Y., Sept. 1. 
The boom which Schenectady is 
enjoying due to war-industry em- 
ployment has brought the return of 
burlesque. The Erie, which for sev- 
eral seasons booked legitimate show: 
and also played pictures for a time 


this year, is now presenting bur- 
lesque twice daily, with midnight 
shows Wednesday and Friday. Ro- 


Sita Royce, 
World’s Fair, 


who appeared at the 
is current headliner. 


A new show is offered every Fri# 


day. Prices are: 55c top matinees, 
Monday to Friday; $1.10 boxes eve- 
nings and midnight performances. 


The tap at Saturday matinees is 75c. | 
| Ben 





Toledo Burley to Reopen 
Toledo, O., Sept. 1. 


The Capitol, dark all summer, will 
resume. its burlesque season Friday 
(4). Bill Collins is manager. 





Hotel Dixie, N.Y., to Open 
Nitery for First Time 


Hotel Dixie, New York, will join 
the nitery parade for the first time 
with a spot that will use a semi- 
name orch and five acts. The hotel, 
one of the Carter chain, is replacing 
its bar and dining room with a 550- 
seater that will include a terrace. 

Nitery is being remodeled pres- 
ently, with the opening set for the 
week of Sept,. 14. 


DROPS SUIT VS. 
SUNBROCK IN 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 1. 

Oscar Neufeld, director of the 
‘Miss Philadelphia’ beauty contest, 
yesterday (Monday) announced that 
he had dropped his planned suit 
against Larry Sunbrock, promoter 
of the so-called ‘Hollywood Thrill 
Show,’ and his associates, for al- 
legedly falsely planting stories in 
the newspapers that the finals of 
the contest would be held at Sun- 
brock’s show. Latter recently played 
here. 

‘I've come to the conclusion that it 
would be more trouble than it’s 
worth,’ said Neufeld, an official of 
the Highway Express, which de- 
livers film in the Eastern States area. 

‘Although there is no question that 
the false stories about the contest 
hurt us, 











| tough job,’ 





matter. Catching up to Sunbrock | 
and his associates, who left town a 
couple of weeks ago, would be a 


Neufeld said. He re- 











| 


we've decided to drop the | 


vealed that Mark Wilson, who press | 


show and 
had apologized. 


agented Sunbrock’s 
planted the story, 


ithe stage bill—‘B’ pix policy. 


‘Wilson was only the dupe of Sun- | 
brock and the rest of the outfit in | 


this matter,’ Neufeld said. 


ADAMS, NEW’K, BACK 





TO BAND-FILM POLICY 





| Friday 














wants new acts and 
novelties for Chicago, 
Hollywood, and _ the 
road tour of the 


““Vanities.’’ For infor- 
mation, for auditions, 
for bookings, 
municate with... 


MILES INGALLS 
Hotel Astor, New York City 
(Independent Booker) 


conm- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 














HIL 
EGAN 


OPENING SEPT. 7 
BEACON THEATRE 
VANCOUVER, B. C. 


Personal Representative: 
FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif, 














The Adams, 
Griefer for the Paramount- 
Adams Bros. partnership, reopens 
(4) under the same policy as 
inaugurated season with con- 
siderable success, 
and first-run films. 

Reopener will be ‘Joan of Ozarks’ 
| (Rep), the stage will be 
| the Teddy orchestra and 


last 


while on 
Powell 
i Judy Canova. 

House will play shows on a weekly 
| basis, as 


last season. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Saranac, N. Y., Sept. 1. 
Henry ‘Hank’ Hearn, who did the 
trick here, later going to United 
Artists, reports he’s in good health. 


| Corp. John DeGras of the U. S. 
Marine Corps, in to bedside his wife 
at the Kogers She’s the forme: 


Ronny Ryan, a linegirl at the Earle 
theatre, Washington. 
After a tour in South America, 


pianist Leah Effenbach took time out 
to give recital at the Rogers, 

Ann Comerford, Margie Regan 
Lee Klemmic, Patricia Wallace and 
William Matthews now upping for 
all meals at the Rogers 


Oscar Price, who mastered that 


‘ONCE A FRAUD—’ 


Phoney ‘Steinbeck’ Pulls Another 
Fast One in Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 1. 

Pros as well as the amateurs look 
just alike to Harry Dankert, the 
former carnival barker who came 
here a month ago, told the gang at 
Jane Ellen Ball’s Studio of the 
Theatre that he was the author, 
John Steinbeck, and then had the 
time of his life for a week being 
wined and dined by 
around town. It was easy getting 
away with it among the celebrity 
hounds but Dankert found show- 
wise Al Mercur, owner of the Nut 
House here and a veteran of nearly 
25 years in the night club field, just 
as gullible. 

After hoax had been exposed, and 
Post-Gazette made Dankert a celeb 
in his own right by running a three- 
in#allment story on him under the 
title of ‘They Call Me an Amusing 
Fraud, Mercur” figured to cash in 
on the publicity by signing Dankert 
for a two-week engagement at his 
Nut Club. Dankert okayed the deal 
and immediately tagged Mercur for 
a $50 advance, insisting he needed 
the money to move to a better hotel 
since the cheap flop house where he 
was staying didn’t become a man of 
‘my. distinction.’ 

Came Monday night (24), when 
‘tthe Great Dankert’ was to have 
opened at Nut House on heels of 
plenty of advertising, hoopla and 
publicity—but no Dankert. At his 
hotel they said he checked out Fri- 
day (21). That was the day Mercur 
gave him the advance. Nobody’s 
heard from him since. Mercur’s one 
consolation is that the runout gave 
his Nut House front-page spreads he 
couldn't have bought for 10 times 





| $50. 


TIVOLI, FRISCO, QUITS 





VAUDE FOR PIX ONLY 


San » Pranciace “Som. i. 
Vaudeville took a setback here 


the literati | 





I: 
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Boston Stuffed to the Codfish Gills 
With Cash, and So the Cafes Rejoice 





R.R. Skeds, No Line Boys | 
Chill Henie’s Ice Tour 


Transportation difficulties and | 
problem in getting chorus boys for | 
her ice show may keep Sonja Henie | 
out of the arenas this year. the star 
having decided against making her! 
annual fall skating tour. 

Miss Henie stands to lose some 
$300,000, her average for the past | 
few years from the ice shows. If her} 
plans remain as they are, the Henie | 
picture at 20th-Fox, ‘Quota Girl,’ may 
be moved up to cut short her idling! 
time. 


PHILLY CAFE 0? 
CLEARED ON 
RUM RAP 


Philadelphia, Sept. 1. 

Samuel Domsky, operator of Lou's 
Moravian Bar and two other spots 
around town, last week won a dis- 
charge from a magistrate on charges 
that he sold liquor to minors. 

Domsky was the first of the local 
nitery ops to make the net in the 
State’s drive against the sale of 


+ 


| more and 


j the thirsty 


| place else, 


| ulous in comparison. 


Boston, Sept. 1. 

As it has been for the past six 
months, the town is stuffed to the 
codfish’s gills with amusement cash, 
And business is getting steadily hot- 
ter as more and more coin gets into 
more hands, particularly 
into those which haven't dared let a 


| frogskin slip out for anything more 


frivolous than a picture in years. 

The nocturnal tempo of the town 
is terrific from the frosty Ritz Roof 
| to the clambake ovens of Columbus 
|avenue, but it’s characterized by a 
peculiarly new twist for this town: 
hordes are galloning 
| from one spot to another. As one of 
'the headmen put it, ‘a lot of ‘em 
don’t even load in enough to cover 
the minimum before they're off 
across the street.’ 

Although the turnover is in con- 
sequence dismaying, the takes aren't, 
and if the customers want a couple 
of beers here, a couple of dances 
there and a gooping session some 
it’s distinctly okay by the 
local entrepreneurs. 

Always a good night 
a quiet one), 


spot town tif 
wartime Boston is fab- 
Few big names 


| are to be found in any of*the stalls 


liquor to kids in their teens, and his | 


case was looked upon as a test for 
similar forays. 


J. O’Malley, Domsky declared 
‘in these days the young fellows look 


| SO big that it’s hard to tell how old 
| they are.’ 


|when the Tivoli was unable to make | 
ithe grade as the city’s second vaud- | he was 24, turned out to be only 17.’ 


and so the Blumenfeld | 
forced to change its 
moveover house. 

make its $7,000 
three weeks of 
Gross 
$6.000 for two 
to $5,000 for 


film theatre, 
circult was 
policy to a 

Theatre failed to 
nut for any of the 


around 
then drooped 


hovered 
weeks, 


llast stanza. 


considered a little high 


Nut was 
for 1,590 seating capacity and the 
house’s 50c top. 

The Golden Gate, second combo 
house, did good business during 
Tivoli’s three sad weeks, but had 
i'much stronger bills for 15¢ addi- 


icuit, the 


that of name bands |} 





| tional. 
Newark, operated by |° |,° 


Reopened by the Blumenfeld cir- 
Tivoli, somewhat .off the 
track of the Market Street 

theatre district, has 
in on the 


beaten 
first-run 
unable to cash 
dollars here. 


Walter Greaza Stays 


Until Dec. 1 With AGVA 


Walter Greaza’s continuance as 
acting executive-secretary of the 
American Guild 
has been granted until Dec. 1. 


action was taken yesterday (Tues- 


|day) by the council of Actors Equity 


rib operation and licked a siege in | 


bed. now on the mend. 
| The Will Rogers library is now 
‘under the care of Eddie Vogt, Pa- 
|tricia Edwards, Muriel Eddy, Colin 
'Tracy and Harry Clifton. 
| Harry T. Cross back in circula- 


‘tion again with mild exercise. 
Rodie McLean is one of the out- 

standing comebacks of the Rogers. 
Some of the night spots are not 


| waiting for Labor Day to close 
| Alex's Grove and Harvey’s road- | 
house have already shuttered. 

| Thanks to Alfred Smythe, Brook- 
lyn; Brownie Brown, New York; 
'Nate Mulroy, Chicago: Bobby Gra- 


meeting. 
Actors & Artistes 
nization of 


had 


at its regular 
The Associated 

of Amer 

the various 


parent orgé 
performer unions, 


requested the extension. Greaza, the 
regular assistant executive-secretary 
of Equity, was drafted months ago to 
ntangle the involved affairs of 


AGVA. 


Split Week Vaudfilm 
For Palace, Columbus 
Columbus, O., Sept. 1. 


A new policy which will bring a 
;split week of pictures and stage 
shows, the films playing four days 


| 


'ham, Toronto, for their gifts to this | 


colony. 
| Benny “The Gent’ Ressler, oldtime 
| vaudevillian and a native of this col- 
l.ony, 
| expects a Broadway job soon 
| (Write te those who are ill.) 


is sporting good reports and | 


and the stage shows the latter three, 


will be inaugurated at the Palace 
here Thursday (3). 


Alvino Rey orchestra will be the 
first stage show, opening Sept. 8 for 
three days. 


WB Tests Stripper 


Minnear , Sept. 1. 

As the re ult of her 
appearance on the 
Old Log theatre, 
June March, for 


stage, with the} 
several seasons 
prominent as a 
club stripteaser, is 
Warners 

She played 
Cargo’ here. 


| 


| 


| 


been | 
war-boom | 


! 
| 


| Levey 


} 


of Variety Artists | 
The | 





pw t spex ak Og | 
local strawhat ter, | 


burlesque and night- | 
being tested by!} 


Tondeleyo in ‘White | 


ithe Vice-Squad, said 


|instituted a 
| spots 
| his spots. 
| tioned outside 


‘One strapping six-footer. who said 
said Domsky. ‘What was I to do?’ 
The Magistrate agreed, especially 
after Mrs. Norma D. Carson, 
visor of policewomen, said 
youngsters frequented niteries 
the fault of their parents. 
When Captain Craig Ellis head of 
that Domsky’s 
Magistrate O'Malley 


that if 
it was 


place was noisy, 
retorted: 

‘What do you expect. 
club, not a church.’ 


It’s a nigh’ 


outside the Ritz, the Copley Plaza 
and the Fensgate, which have Hilde- 
garde, Carol Bruce and Elsie Hous- 
ton, respectively, and are cleaning 
up with same, but virtually all have 
at least one something to feature, at 
least if they claim to be class A. 
There are a rough dcezen hostelries 
and show places in the A category, 
each handling from 200 to 500 cus- 


| tomers (and most getting $1 to $2.50 
Arraigned before Magistrate John | 


that 


super- | 


minimum or cover or both). All 
have bands, some have two, and 
most have an m.c. and a gal or two. 
Five or six have the works—floor 
show and everything. 

In the class B variety, there are 
maybe a score. Most of them have 


a band or what goes for a band, and 
at least half of them have what is 
loosely termed a ‘floor show.’ Next 
come the smart cocktail lounges, 
mostly in hotels, and there are about 
two dozen of them, each with its 
own special set and atmosphere, and 
each dealing out a a ranging 
from the Lincolnshire’s ravishing 


| peanuts to the others’ deflated potato 


Domsky also reported that he had | . 
| catch-as-catch-can variety, spread all 


‘foolproof’ 
+ 
to keep 


system at his 
‘under-21’ kids out of 
A priyate detective is sta- 
each spot. If he’s in 
doubt 
mands a draft card, birth certificate 
or other proof before the dick allows 
them to enter. 


CAP, YAKIMA, GETS VAUDE 
Seattle, Sept. 1. 
manager of Bert 

Seattle, reports 

tion of Capital, Yakima, to vaude, 
House, owned by Mercy interests. 

play acts (5) three nights 
weekly. 


Len Mantell, 


agency, 


will 


about the kid’s age, he de- | 
especially 
Timilty’s 


addi- 


las for the 


chip S. 
Then there are a half a hundred 
class C joints of the barrelhouse 


over town from the black belt to the 
shilalagh spots in Southie. They 
look tough and smell likewise, but 
they're actually pretty harmless, 
since they’re watched by 
boys like buck privates 
guarding an ammunition dump. Be- 


sides, the softest bellow brings a 
horde of S.P.’s and M.P.’s whose tap 
on the shoulder is worth a convoy of 


Black Marias. 

As for the taverns, they take up a 
coupie of pages in the phone book, 
and one that’s empty at midnight is 
as rare as an original tire tread. And 
speaks and cellar fox- 


| holes, they’re rumored, but that’s all. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 





Kaye, Carlos Sherman, 
Johnny Woods, Linda Ware, Gloria) 
Gilbert, Marina, Lonya Kalbouss, | 
Nicholas Vasilieff and Volga Singers, 
Henry Calvin, Glee Club, Rockettes, 
Ballet Corps, Symphony Orch with 


Selma 


Erno Rapee; ‘Talk of the Town’ 
(Col), reviewed in ‘Variety,’ July 29.) 
In connection with the film in- 


dustry’s September War Bond drive, 
the Music Hall’s current show has a 
United Nations theme climaxed with 
a Minute Man pageant. Besides the 
boost given by the timely angle, the 
show itself offers impressive talent 
and, even by Music Hall standards, 
an unusually effective production. 
Opening is a simulated broadcast 
of one of the ‘Music Hall of the Air 
programs heard Sundays on WJZ- 
Blue. Against a radio studio setting. 
with a control booth (containing a 
‘production man’ but no engineer) 
and an announcer, the symphony 
orchestra plays and then Selma Kaye 
and the Glee Club sing ‘Play Gvyp-| 
sies.’ from ‘Naughty Marietta.’ Next 
set is supposed to represent the 
nearby Center theatre and _ the 
Rockettes, togged in Penguin outfits 
supposedly suggesting the Center's 
skating show, ‘Stars on Ice.’ offer) 
one of their better routines. Ensuing 
act is ‘Guided Tour,’ with Johnny 
Woods impersonating a Radio City 
tour guide and quickly working into| 
a lengthy, rather punchless imper- | 
sonation routine. 


Linda Ware has the opening bit in 
the next scene, supposedly localed in 
the Rainbow Room and offering a) 
United Nations ‘Salute to Our 
Heroes.” Miss Ware, in an almost} 
regal costume with an over-flossy | 
headdress, represents England and) 
sings a single number, ‘White Cliffs, 
of Dover.’ She has a pleasing voice, | 
but the arrangement lacks vitality | 
and the presence of a microphone) 
directly in front of her mars the act. | 
Gloria Gilbert, immediately follow- | 
ing as the representative of China, | 
gives another display of her match- | 
less pirouettes, topped by a mirac-| 
ulously sustained twirl on one toe. | 
Russian bit, with Marina, Lonya Kal- | 
bouss, Nicholas Vasilieff and his) 
Volga Singers, and the Ballet Corps, | 
concludes this portion of the show. | 

Finale is the Minute Man bit. It) 
opens with a tableau, with Henry) 
Calvin as the Colonial soldier giving 
a patriotic spiel, and segues into a) 
pageant of people marching on a 
moving platform in the background, 
with the entire company reciting a 
call for War Bond purchases. 
Closes with quite an ong Se 

ove. | 


FOX, B’KLYN 


Glenn Miller Orch (17) with 
Marion Hutton, Tex Beneke, Bobby 
Hackett, Modernaires (4), Skip Nel- 
son, Wally Brown; ‘Priorities on 
Parade’ (Par). 








Fox theatre hasn’t used any sort 
of weekly stage policy in years. It 
has promoted various audience- 
pullers like one-night amateur shows 
and the current quiz program it of- 
fers every Friday evening for service 
men, Gienn Miiler’s stay this week 
is the opener of a band-vaude idea 
that will not, however, be a steady 


venture: when good names are avail- | 
Following | 


able they'll be booked. 


Miller there is a void until Sept. 18. | 
when Inkspots and Lucky Millinder | 


come in: after that there’s nothing 
set 

Fox is the second largest of five 
major houses al] congregated in the 
main shopping district of downtown 
Brooklyn. It seats slightly over 4,000 
and is second only to the Paramount, 
which. with the Strand, is part of a 


three-house pool presided over by 
Paramount = Warrier Bros. - Fabian 
Nearby is the RKO Albee and 


Loew’s Metropolitan. Miller is un 
derstood to be playing the house 50 
50 from the first dollar. 


Miller wastes no time with hi 
stage show. He gave a jam-packed 
house of youngsters 40 minutes oi 
widely recognized arrangements 
from his earlier days and probably 
every tune from his forthcoming 
film. That the list included only one 
ballad ‘and that. ‘At Last,’ from the 


new picture), which made for an un- 
balanced stage show. apparently dis- 
turbed no one. Miller was selling 
Miller, not pop tunes. In_ short, 
those who came to jump jumped and 
those who didn’t covered their ears. 
All in all, however, this is excellent 
entertainment. 

Miller’s combination of five 
four trumpets, four trombones 
cluding leader) and four rhythm 
is brilliant, bitingly clean and 
possesses a confidence born of suc- 
cess that few outfits can match. It 


Sax, 
(in- 


still uses the corny method of point- | 


ing trombones in different directions 
when playing, but kids love it. 
Leader himself handles announce- 
ments, etc., and he has such complete 
contro] of the mob that he doesn’t 


let sustained applause hold up pro-| 


ceedings. He simply cuts loose the 
next number and they stop. 

Marion Hutton. and the 
ernaires' are the mainstays of 
vocal section, and. they do a swell 
job. Miss Hutton sells mightily on 


Mod- 
the 


are) SS He Ree ee cting ae 


|show tieup with a local fur house. 


| which he takes text for ‘sermon’ in 


|}odd capers in ballet outfit while he 


| dle, gets worst of it, as usual. 


| 
| 


| Beaver’ and ‘I Ain’t Got Nobody.’ 
| Eyes.’ 


} a.m.) 


Li MORRO IS BE * LMM 


hat’s Sabotage,’ ‘Kalamazoo’ and 
‘Juke Box Saturday Night,’ last two 
with the Modernaires. Last tune 


brings takeoffs on Harry James and 
Inkspots that are good. Bobby 
Hackett, guitarist-cornetist, does one 
cornet solo aguring an arrangement of 
‘Rhapsody in Blue’ that’s fine. ‘Blue 
writing, incidentally, is perhaps the 
best pop-style arrangement of that 
tune ever done. It’s the lone out- 
side melody in the setup. Skip 
Nelson. recent replacement for Ray 
Eberle. does ‘At Last’ and ‘Serenade 
in Blue.’ He’s a fair singer. Miller 
standards used are ‘In the Mood,’ 
‘Little Brown Jug,’ and ‘Chattanooga 
Choo-Choo,’ latter from leader’s last 
film. 

Wally Brown, double-talk artist 
working as a single now, is the lone 
outside act. He clicked solidly with 
his patter, capoed by a parody on 
‘Down by the Ohio.’ Wood. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Aug. 29. 
‘Variety Fashions’ with Alphonse 
Berg, Slim Timblin, Roberta, King & 
Mann, Elcola and Beatrice, Doris Du- 
pont, Hollywood Models (10); ‘You’re 
Telling Me’ (U). 





back on the beam 
week with a bill 
a doubtful gain in 
through a_ style 


Vaudeville is 
at Keith’s this 
which makes 
feminine appeal 


Quality of the acts compensates for 
slowdown caused by corny fashion 
revue in which chorus girls model 
tasty creations. Presence of Al- 
phonse Berg ‘Drapo’ himself on bill 
carries out style and beauty idea, 
but it’s the comedy acts that get the 
hands and keep them coming. 

Slim Timblin, still doing business 
in blackface at the same old stand 
with telephone’ directory, from 


colored preacher routine, is going 
good in spite of fact plenty of cus- 
tomers must know his act by heart 
now. Audience reception first rate. 

Nearest thing to a showstopper is 
Elcola. who features xylophone hi- 
jinks with a Prof. Lamberti angle, 
not because he is screamingly funny 
(he’s not up to the professor there), 
but because he is smart enough to 
close with a rousing patriotic finale, 
played loud and good. Blends serv- 
ice tunes, ‘God Bless America’ and 
‘Over There,’ to stir up big applause. 
Elcola works with Beatrice, who cuts 


fools around at xylophone. Gets 
laugh by playing ‘Lazy Bones’ sit- 
ting down. 

Comedy end is further boosted by 
rough-house act of Roberta, King 
and Mann. Girl, always in the mid- 
For 
a dancing treat bill includes bright, 
petite Doris Dupont, who beats out 
some crisp taps. Chorus also is dec- 
orative, sparkling in a smart mirror 


STATE, N. Y. 





Martin & Allen, Terry Lawlor, 
Wesson Bros. (2), Ed Sullivan and 
Harvest Moon Dance Winners (10), 
Ruby Zwerling’s House Band; ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ (M-G). 





It had been noticeable in the past 
two years that the b.o. of the Har- 
vest Moon dancers, coming directly 
here from their big night at Madison 
Square Garden, had _ perceptibly 
diminished. That won't be the case 








routine and assisting capably in 
fashion show and Berg's exhibit. 
Latter gives womien in audience 
quick lesson in dressmaking made 
easy as he winds yards of fancy 


cloth around models and turns them 


out in height of fashion in record 
time For the men he offers sex 
appeal, with shapely models in 
lingerie 
First day’s attendance was aver- | 
age. Corb. 
| Boston, Aug. 
Jackie Cooper, Judy Canova, Dick | 
and Dot Remy. Louis Prima Orch | 


29. Faia and ‘One Dozen Roses.’ 
A sock applause session is turned | 
Brothers, two | 


| 


| nitery singer, following. 


this year, however, thanks to smash 


screen assist of ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ which tions of the Waring choral numbers, 
|'was still far from being exhausted 


even after 10 weeks at the Radio 


City Music Hall, and the good ex-| radio set being played by someone 
own) who can’t make up his mind what 


ploitation behind the State's 
2lst birthday celebration—an ll- 
week event. Thus there's a strong 
likelihood that a new gross record 
will be clocked here this week. 
Thursday night Eddie Cantor came 


the State from Bob Christenberry. 
the Astor hotel manager. And Can- 
tor stuck around for virtually a full 
act of his own, both for the audi- 
ence and the three photographers. 
The idea of presenting the cake to 
habitual patrons of the State’s vaude 
didn’t come off as planned for some 
reason or other, so first Ed Sullivan, 
the Daily News columnist, tossed a 
lavish verbal bouquet at Ruby 
Zwerling, the house maestro for 
years, with Zwerling tossing it right 
back at Sullivan. That was a mushy 
clambake, but then Sullivan brought 
on Cantor and a so-so entertainment 
took on an aura of class such as only 
a topflight entertainer can impart. 
Cantor cut the cake. he clowned, 
made faces at the lensers, intro- 
duced Ida up in the loges and then 
sang ‘Ida,’ finally topping it all off 
with an unrehearsed jitterbug rou- 
tine with a little colored girl who 
had copped the lindyhop contest at 
the Garden. He took the house by 
storm, leaving no doubt why he still 
holds the house gross record of 
$50,317 at the State. 

Outside of Cantor, this is not an 
altogether apropos birthday for the 
vaudeville State. Last week, when 
the house had Smith and Dale, Billy 
House, Mary Raye and Naldi, among 
others, would have been better. 
That was a vaudeville show: cur- 
rently it’s only half vaudeville and 
half novelty. Latter are the Har- 
vest Moon Dancers, who are ama- 
teurs any way you look at them— 
and they don’t stand up under close 
scrutiny. Either because of the 
draft, or because many young light- 
fantastic men are in mpre serious 
work, the Harvest Moon dancers 
this year are not even as good as 


the amateurs of the past. Nor as 
good looking. 
There are four ofay teams. per 


usual, foxtrot, waltz, tango and the 
all-around champs, who do. the 
rhumba here. The colored lindyhop 
team, however, gets the major ap- 
plause and were the only ones at 
this catching who were forced into 
an encore. Unlike past years, the 


State has not booked any additional | You Made the Pants Too Long’ and 
|‘Ants in His Pants’ with an ecstatic, 
| hairbrained delivery that had the 


lindyhoppers this time. 

Sullivan himself is doing a straight 
m.c. job and doing it well except for 
his comedy. As a gagster he’s still 
a columnist. 





| 
| 


King and Jimmy Dorsey. Especially 


| 
| 


| 


4+up to cut the birthday cake gift to| 


Vaughn Monroe Orch, Marilyn 
| Duke, Ziggy Talent, Lee Sisters, Paul 
Wincheil, Johnny Barnes; ‘Grand 


| 





Outstanding is the irrepressible 
|Ziggy Talent, a jigging, swinging 
comedy-singer who does ‘Arthur 


| 


| 


brunet canary, pleasantly sings ‘Sky- 
lark’, with a nice = background 
by the maestro. n Beri, comedy 
juggler, tosses balls, dumbbells, etc., 
around; his best bit being the manip- 
ulation of tamborines, beating out 
a tune as he twirls them. 

The romantic duet of Martha 
Wayne and Buddy Stewart wins ap- 
plause, the couple being spirited and 
fresh-looking. 

Clever in vocally imitating band 
theme songs, the Oxford Boys im- 
personate Henry Busse, Kay Kyser, 
Harry Owens, Fred Waring, Wayne 


outstanding are their effective rendi- 


Busse’s trumpeting, and their stac- 
cato impression of a _ push-button 


program he wants. ; 
A packed house for opening show. 
Loop. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 28. 


Central Murder (M-G). 





Typical of name bands that have 
found this theatre a favorite stamp- 
ing grounds is that of Vaughn 
Monroe, known locally only through 
his records and network appear- 
ances, although heralded as a real 
comer in the east. Tall, smiling and 
affable, maestro swept into the town, 
came, saw and conquered Chicago. 
Here is a really fine combo of musi- 
cians, with a particularly neat brass 
section, backed by sock novelty ar- 
rangements and a singing leader who 
knows how to lilt a tune. 

Band consists of five sax, six brass 
and four rhythm. The music is 
rhythmic without being blaring, the 
band swingy without being jitterbug 
crazy, the arrangements smart and 
novel without edging the fantastic. 

Marilyn Duke, a tall, sultry-look- 
ing canary with a throbbing con- 
tralto, does a very nice job on sev- 
eral pops. She is backed by the 
Four V's, a melodious made quartet 
who provide nice harmony for her 
soloing of ‘One Dozen Roses,’ then 
give a good account of themselves 
with ‘3 Little Sisters.’ 

Johnny Barnes is a_ better-than- 
average tapster, his intricate ma- 
chine-gun tapping garnering him a 
hand. Especially good are his im- 
pressions of Bill Robinson and his 
imitation of a jitterbug, in which he 
does a jive routine in taps. 

The Lee Sisters, in smart, tan 
gabardine suits, harmonize in the 
dulcet, crooning style familiar to 
sister combos, one girl carrying the 
tune, the others lending shadow ac- 
companiment They’re competent, 
if not outstanding. 


Murray Taught Me Dancing,’ ‘Sam, 


audience howling. 


| field 





Another hit is Paul Winchell with | 
his dummy, Jerry Mghoney. Win- 


Three outside acts capably take | chell is an accomplished ventro and | 
care of the vaudeville end, playing | his comedy patter, singing and atics| 
in front of Zwerling’s topflight vaude | 


orch, which is stationed on the stage 
tor production effect. 


pieces of entertainment. 


Martin and Allen are fair hand-to- | 
|hand balancers of the slow-motion, | 


men-of-muscle variety. 
with Terry Lawlor, the 


They 


a. 


open, 


Jimmy and Me,’ ‘The Same 


in by the Wesson 


with Lilyanna Caroll; ‘Men of Texas’|¥YOung mimics who have a unique 


(U) 

The RKO Boston is in for another 
large week with this bill, which has 
what it takes for 


tainment values 

The Prima band apparenily oper- 
ates on the theory that if you look} 
hot and play loud you've got what 
the cats want, and it spends all its 
time vroving it. The resulting din 
is all right by the customers but, 
judging by their luke-warmish re-| 
sponse, at the first show Friday, 
they'd like to hear a few bars of 
something they could recognize as 
melody. There’s one clever number 


involving Prima and his a trumpeter. | 


But most solid with the customers is 
| Lilvanna Caroll, the band’s vocalist, 
whose style and looks are distinctly 
clicko. 
; Jackie Cooper; who's also featured 
{in the current film, comes on with 
the old stuff about having grown up. 
does a tepid skit with Florence 
Foster, and redeems himself sitting 
with the band in a session at the 
traps. which he handles okay. 

Judy Canova, winding up the bill, 


|takes over very capably with her 
hillbilly stuff and her strictly off- 
the-cob conception of ‘Billy the 


Her sister Annie works with her 
and goes over with a boogiewoogie 
piano solo, and they close with a 
comic two-piano chore on ‘Dark 
The big whammo goes to Dot 
and Dick Remy in their berserkish, 
standard acrobat stuff. 

Biz at the opening sesh 
wowish. 


Elie. 


was 


marquee and enter- | 


(Friday | 


routine. One does the voice imper- 
sonation, while the other 
physical mimicry. Their takeoffs on 
| Wendell Willkie, Mr. and Mrs. 
;cosevelt, Carmen Miranda. Edgat 
Bergen and Charlie McCarthy drew 


a showstop. The nice-looking kids 
had to beg off 


Due to the length of ‘Miniver.’ the 
stage show’s running time. with all 


| of the birthday celebration, was held 
| down to an hour at this viewing 
|That’s right smart cutting and 
tempo 


he re 


_two weeks, and maybe third if 
‘Miniver’ can stay that long. If set- 
;}ting ® record, the first week's biz 


will be all the more phenomenal in 
comparison with Cantor, who had 
July 4th holiday prices in his favor 
in 1939. Scho. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 28. 
Thornhill Orch, 
Malvin, 





Claude 
Lane, Art 


groomed band, fronted by 
ing fashion. 
receptive. 


nal tap routines nicely. 
noteworthy is her 
combination ballet 
skillfully executed. 


creation of 





Lillian 


flashy blonde 


She scores |} 
high with ‘Jingle. Jangle.” ‘Just Like | 
Old | 


! 


Lillian 
Buddy Stewart, 
Martha Wayne, Three Oxford Boys, 


Ben Beri, Sunny Rice; ‘Footlight 
Serenade’ (20th). 
Claude Thornhill’s smartly- 


its 
pianist maestro, gives out in pleas- 
Audience was plenty 


Sunny Rice delivers several origi- 
Especially | 


daes. the | 


with his wooden stooge are still fine | 


Monroe band does ‘Jersey | 
Bounce,’ with Bobby Nichols playing | 
a hot trumpet; then Monroe sings 
‘Nightingale’ and ‘Johnny Doughboy’ 
in his appealing baritone. Best of} 
all, however, is his rendition of | 
‘Pagliacci’ in swing time, with a| 
nifty band accompaniment. The only | 
ordinary thing about Monroe’s show | 
is his too-familiar ‘Patriotic Medley’ 


rhe 





finale. Still, it’s in tune with the 
times. 
Biz holding strong. Loop. 


TOWER, K.C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 28 
Woodie & Betty, Carroll & Diet- 
rich, Wagner Twins, Ted Leary, 
Maurice & Maryea, Herb Six House 








Orch; ‘Berlin Correspondent’ (20th) | 
|and ‘United We Stand’ (20th). 
Value is the word for this big! 


' a|Marvea. a dance team which is one 
and tap routine, 


Lane, | theatre in years. 


Harvest Moon Danwrs will stick combo of two features and 40-minute 


stage show, and the family trade is 
responding nicely to efforts of man- 
agement to provide both quality and 
quantity at the 30c admission price. 

Herb Six orch starts proceedings 
with pleasing arrangement of ‘Strict- 
ly Instrumental,’ and then Ted Leary 
comes on to double as m.c. While 
Leary has nice mikeside manner, he 
is sadly in need of new material. 

First turn is Woodie and Betty in 
a fast roller-skating act during 
which each does specialties before 
duo finishes with tricks on a table 
and some lively whirling. The sec- 
ond spot is taken over by Carroll and 
Dietrich with puppets, a real stand- 
out. 

A pair of ‘Discovery Night’ win- 
ners, The Wagner Twins, then take 
over for a song-and-dance number in 
‘Gay Nineties’ bathing guits. At this 
point, Leary does 2 solo turn, com- 
bining patter and two songs into a 
nice enough act except that his ma- 
terial needs to be brought up to date. 

Closing spot goes to Maurice and 





of the best of its kind seen at this 





Earl. 
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STANLEY, PITT _ 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 28 


Dick Jurgens Orch (13), Lynn 
Royce & Vanya, Walter Nilsson. Har. 
ry Cool, Buddy Moreno, Lew Quad- 
ling, Carl Brant, Robert E. Lee, Ed- 
die Kuehler, Joe Potzner; ‘Jackass 
Mail’ (M-G). 


First time for Dick Jurgens around 
here but it won't be the last. Tal) 
collegiate-looking maestro has one of 
the most entertaining bands to hit 
the WB deluxer in some time, and 
that goes on every count—musie, 
comedy and novelty. Outfit has a 
definite personality and covers the 
from screwball battiness to 
melodic brilliance, meets every re- 
quirement of an A-1 stage orch and 
has in Harry Cool, Buddy Moreno 
and Joe Potzner a groun of musical 
entertainers any name _ maestro 
would be happy to acouire. Not for- 
getting Jurgens himself. a clever 
fellow both with the baton and the 
talk. Mob at first show this after- 
noon (28) went for Jureens like a 
ton of bricks. 

No gal singer, with the personnel 
consisting of four saxes, three trum- 
pets, two trombones, bass, drums, 
guitar and piano, and Jurgens Idkes 
no time getting started on a knock- 
out ‘Ragtime Cowboy Joe,’ with 
comic props and a lot of horse-play 
among the vocalists. Following this, 
leader introduces each member of 
the band individually with a gag and 
the acknowledgement comes the 
same way, and whole thing, which 
could be pretty deadly, becomes an 
early high spot. 

Walter Nilsson on next with his 
assortment of cycles and a neat trick 
to go with each one of them. Over 
big, although he could scissor his 
chatter a little. Some of it’s pretty 
funny but part of it’s just chatter. 
However, his stunts are out of the 
beaten path and several of his 
wheels are howls in themselves even 
before he mounts them, particularly a 
wooden sphere, with a pedal on each 
side, which he uses for a bang-up, 
comedy finale. Buddy Moreno, sing- 
ing guitarist and a _ good-looking 
juve, smashes across four numbers 
and bassist Joe (Zilch) Potzner 
hokes his inning into a smasheroo. 

Harry Cool, band’s featured vocal- 
ist, a six-foot, four-incher, with a 
nice, easy style and swell pipes, 
comes through on a brace of current 
pops; a trio of two fiddles and a 
clarinet serves up a sweet helping of 
first-rate schmaltz, and ‘Hawaiian 
War Chant’ develops into a howl 
when Moreno steps out in grass 
skirt, false Mae Wests and bright 
red panties to sing it. Guy’s a pretty 
graceful hulaer at that, and Jurgens 
and the rest of the boys work the 


spot from behind him for a barrel 
of hee-haws. 
That sets the stage for Lynn, 


Royce and Vanya, 
trio that Broadway discovered be- 
latedly in the Eddie Cantor show, 
‘Banjo Eyes,’ but who have been fa- 
vorites here for years in both the- 
atres and cafes. Lot of acts around 
doing the same thing these days but 
these three still have a little of the 


comedy adagio 


edge on the rest of them in class, 
routine and practically everything 
else. Cohen. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Aug. 28. 

Larry Adler, Murphy Sisters, 
Frank Paris, Lowe, Hite and Stan- 
ley, Rhythm Rockets, Sam _ Jack 
Kaufman's house orch, Art Brown 
‘Crossroads’ (M-G). 

Straight vaudeville this week for 
a change. Not so many hip-throwers 
at the opening performance but, 
without the presence of hey-hey 
bands, the applause was substantial. 

Trailers open on the Rockets in 
a cowboy and Indian dance to 
‘Jingle, Jangle’. Then Lowe, Hite 
and Stanley, a study in contrasting 
sizes. When these boys came to 
vaudeville they were as green as 8 
Galway cabbage; the tall fellow was 
the carriage starter at 


Loew's Capi- 


tol in Atlanta. Today they work 
fast and smooth. Ten minutes of 
good knockabout nonsense for &a 
mighty hand and four bows. Frank 
Paris is a master of the string 
marionets. He puts his puppets 
through ballet and dancing tricks, 


with best response coming for his 


gliding skater. Aileen Stanley is 
coaching the Murphy Sisters, and 
they show it. These three harmonl- 


zers are coming along fast. The 
Capitol some months ago was their 
first theatre date, and their three- 
part vocals register solidly. , 

Larry Adler has. tricked up his 
mouth’ organ work with some slick 
introductories. Harmonica virtuoso 
can handle lines and makes his mo- 
ments of gab hit the bullseye. Be- 
gins with ‘Sleepy Lagoon’, then ® 
couple of Russian war songs, effec- 
tive because of his explanatory 
preface; followed with Ravel's ‘Bo- 
lero’ on a cleverly lighted stage. 
Farewell is a gesture to the jitter- 
bugs, ‘Blues in the Night’ and Beat 
Me Daddy’. 

Sam Jack Kaufman’s house band 
runs through this routine smoothly, 
after Art Brown has put the audir 
ence in jovial mood with an organ- 
log community sing. 


Attendance first show was capa- 
city, with a lobby lockout. — 
Arke 
* 
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~ OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, Aug. 29. 
Everett Marshall, Lathrop & Lee, 
Virginia Austin, Tim Herbert, Sally, 
Jack & Mascot, Harry Reser House 
Orch; ‘Are Husbands Necessary’ 
(Par). 





Presence of Everett Marshall’s 
monicker on this marquee has some 
b.o. implications. Backed by a well- 
palanced lineup, bill provides di- 
verting summer entertainment. 

Marshall scored heavily here two 
years ago in the Shuberts’ ill-fated 
venture in al fresco operetta, and 
this is his first appearance here 
since. His repertoire is drawn 
largely from operetta, which is what 
the customers expect. Impression is, 
however, that with such a fortissimo 
output as his, he would register 
more effectively by dispensing with 
the house p.a. system. Mike seems 
to make him a trifle self-conscious 
and so he’s apt to indulge in man- 
nerisms which detract from his tow- 
ering presence. 

Formerly a trio of tapsters, Lath- 
rop and Lee are now minus one of 
their number, the U. S. Army hav- 
ing a priority on his feotwork. As 
a duo, however, they are okay, and 
the s.a. frame of Miss Lee continues 
to earn a salvo. 

Tim Herbert, nee Herman Tim- 
berg, Jr., has been working as a 
single since splitting with Pat Roo- 
ney, Jr., and shows promise as a 
satirist. His youthful, uninhibited 
delivery is refreshing, and when 
caught hé€ was good for plenty of 
guffaws. With a hep house he’ll 
need stronger material, but he defi- 
nitely has something on the ball. 

A marionet manipulator, Virginia 
Austin handles her tiny charges with 
considerable skill, dubbing in chatter 
exchange. Moppets in front row 
here wouldn't let her get away, but 
to hold oldsters’ attention it would 
be smart to add additional charac- 
ters. 

Newest of the Novello-Arnaut 
families to take to the boards are 
Jack and Sally Novello. Hardly in 
their teens, the two are clever, but 
suffering badly from. overdose of 
talent. This is easily understand- 
able in view of their families’ long 
tenure in the biz, but is nevertheless 
almost certain to cramp their style 
until they set their routine. Be- 
tween them they juggle, scrape a 
fiddle, warble, mastermind a fido act, 
and even take a flyer as acros. It’s 
too much. 

Thanks to Army and Navy, biz 
continues out of this world. Les. 








STATE. HARTFORD 





Hartford, Aug. 28. 
Dick Rogers Orch, with 3 Stooges, 
Bea Wain, Muriel La Valle, Buster 
Shaver with Olive & George, Sam 


Kaplan pit band; ‘Lure of the Islands 
(Mono), 





Current bill is generally fair en- 
tertainment. Consists of a band and 
four outside turns, running about 65 
minutes. 

Dick Rogers’ band (13), consisting 
of three rhythm, six brass and four 
Sax, seems to be more of a hotel 
dance band than an outfit to play for 
Outside turns. Lays too much em- 
phasis on brass. 

Rogers devotes most of his time to 
novelty vocaling and band-leading. 
Orch swings it most of the time and 
also backs up the outside turns. 

First act out is Muriel La Velle, a 
respite for tired orbs. Gets by 
nicely with graceful acrodancing. 
Next is the standard Buster Shaver, 
with Olive and George midget male 
and female get the palm patter with 
their ballroom dancing. Shaver ac- 
comps on the piano and goes through 
a solid ballroom routine with Olive. 

Chirper Bea Wain tosses off a 
group of five numbers for effective 
returns. Closing act is Three 
Stooges. Hoke lads go through their 
usual’ horseplay and patter. Sell 
Strongly. Might freshen their ma- 
terial, 

Biz okay at opening show today 

8), Eck. 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


- Detroit, Aug. 28. 
Alvino Rey Orch with King Sisters 
(4), Skeets Herfurt, Bill Schallen, 
Lane Brothers, Harry King & Arlina, 


Dick Morgan, Jack Palmer; ‘Male 
Animal’ (WB). 





_With a portion of the Rey band’s 
rice attributed to a long stand here 
at Jefferson Beach, current stage ap- 
pearance clinches its local popular- 
ity. Rey, a self-effacing guitarist- 
maestro, doesn’t have to worry about 

e€ personalities he has with him. 

It all adds up to a pleasant hour 
at the Michigan, still packing them 
in with its infrequent vaudeville 
Policy, with one oddity the fact that 
acrobats come close to walking off 
With the show. The Lane Brothers, 
with their fast and agile rope-skip- 
Bing turn, stopped things. 

Rey puts himself in the back- 
sround except for taking hold of the 
audience with his guitaring on such 


ling to let -band sell itself, with em- 
phasis in the sax, trombone and 
trumpet sections, on good rhythmic 
beats in such numbers as ‘Idaho.’ On 
top of this there are the King Sisters 
(4), who have plenty of zest to 
bounce around ‘Girl from Kalama- 
zoo, ‘My Devotion’ and turn out 
comedy with ‘Let’s Keep Smilin’.’ 

Bill Schallen’s baritone balances 
with the romantic stuff such as ‘Left 
Heart at Stage Door Canteen’ and 
Tangerine.’ Band gives further 
proof of its entertainment value with 
a burlesque opera which calls for the 
comedy of Skeets Herfurt, who lays 
asiae his lively clarinet to join with 
Dick Morgan and Schallen in the 
spoofing, 

Harry King and Arlina are a 
dance turn that does easy tap rou- 


tines. Evening show caught was 
capacity. Pool. 
EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREEL) 





H. V. Kaltenborn, whose spot on 
the special clip was filled by a series 
of guest name radié commentators 
while he was away, is back this week 
following a trip to England, breath- 
ing optimism, admiration for the 
British under fire and a more cheer- 


ful report on conditions in the 
‘blessed isle’ than any yet vouch- 
safed since the blitz began. Kalten- 


born says he found the British 
strong, confident and ready, living 
conditions more normal than be- 
lieved possible, food excellent and 
ample—though better in Scotland 
than England. 


Among the most exciting entries 
(M-G) this week is footage shot by 
a Royal Air Force cameraman from 
a Boston Bomber flying low over the 
English channel for one of the day- 
and-night business trips over France 
and Germany. 


Of additional topical interest is a 
clip showing some 4,000 Axis pris- 
oners (U) being brought back from 
Dieppe. Best celluloid bit yet pre- 
sented on the film industry’s War 
Bend drive has Abbott and Costello 
(U) waiting for New York’s Mayor 
LaGuardia on the City Hall steps. 
Costello is in a very funny piece of 
business ‘welcoming’ the-mayor back 
to New York and handing out the 
keys to the city. Another clip on 
the film industry’s bond drive (Par) 
includes a shot of Treasury Secre- 
tary Morgenthau thanking the ac- 
tors, actresses and theatre operators 
for their help in the September cam- 
paign. 

Some relief for hard-pressed mo- 
torists is promised in the Par foot- 
age on fabric sandals for cars which 
are soon to be in general distribu- 
tion. In the Par clip showing Amer- 
icans returning from Japan in ex- 
change for yellow-belly nationals is 
a spiel by Robert Beflaire, former 
UP correspondent there, to the effect 
that U. S.correspondents were locked 
up soon after the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and beaten until they agreed 
to write special propaganda stories 
for the enemy. Speaker said yarns 
were written in such a way as to 
make it apparent to Amerieans that 
stuff was being sent out under force. 
Another view of the Gripsholm 
(Fox) shows other passengers com- 
ing home as a result of the U. S.-Jap 
exchange. 

Tex McCrary sits in as judge this 
week in a debate between Pierre 
van Paasen and Stanley High on the 
question.of.a separate Jewish Army 
from Palestine. High contends prob- 
lem should be handled from purely 
military rather than political stand- 
point and opposes segregation, with 
van Paasen contending both Secre- 
tary Knox and Secretary Stimson in 
favor of the separate Army which 
would include many Jews in Pales- 
tine otherwise unable to join up be- 
cause of necessity to maintain parity 
with Arab troops. McCrary winds 
up with the debate with reminder 
that while Colin Kelly, an Irishman, 
was America’s first hero, Corp. Meyer 
Levin, Kelly’s Jewish bombardier 
from. Brooklyn, was. Americas Sec- 
ond. mOrt. 





USO-Camp Show 


H’WOOD FOLLIES 


(CAMP CROFT, SPARTANBURG) 











Spartanburg S. C., Aug. 31. 


With Betty Grable as an added at- 
traction, the USO-Camp Shows, Inc., 
‘Hollywood Follies’ unit opened at 
Camp Croft’s No. 1 theatre and 
wowed the 1,500 men who jammed 
the house. Show runs about 90 min- 
utes and crowds previous top Camp 
Show productions for honors. 

Major assets are Miss Grable, in 
song and dance numbers; Frank 
Gaby, comedy ventro; Rae and the 
Rudells, trampoline trio; the Carr 
brothers and the line of 16 Fanchon- 


ette girls who clicked with pre- 
cision routines. 
Only squawk is the usual one 


from the men who can’t see the unit 
since the theatre holds only 1,500 and 
the show is in for four performances, 
20,000 are quartered here. Lucky 
lads were those in the hospital, since 








izll abeut-but me, and.I’m not telling. 





Unit Review 





SOUTH SEAS SIRENS | 


(STATE, SALISBURY, N. C.) 








Salisbury, N. C., Aug. 25. 
‘South Seas Sirens’ with Sergeant | 
Greene and Private Dooley, The 
Manshinos, Everett Lawson and Top- 
sy, Jerry Merman, Barbara Bennett, 
Dancing Jewels, Jimmy Lindberg’s 
Beach Serenaders Band; ‘Girl from 
Alaska.’ 





A ventriloquist act and a brother- 
sister Hawaiian team are the back- 
bone of ‘South Sea Sirens,’ produced 
by Associated Artists, Inc., of Jack- 
sonville, Fla., and touring the picture 
houses under company manager Jim- 
my Lindberg, who is also maestro 
for the stage band. 

The Hawaiian act sets the flavor 
for the show. But the big hand at 
show caught went to the ventro turn 
of Sergeant Greene and Private 
Dooley. Greene and his doll, Dooley, 
sing duets and do a mind-reading 
act with Greene in the audience and 
t’ - doll on stage rolling his eyes and 
moving his lips, with the words re- 
layed to him by way of buttonhole 
microphone worn by Greene. It’s a 
sock act for this type of vaude. 

The native Hawaiians are the Man- 
shinos. Sister sings and dances, 
brother dances. Work together in 
tumbling-balancing number. 

The South Seas Sirens, line of six 
girls, do well with an opening in 
sports dresses (novel and eye- 
pleaser) and three changes in cos- 
tumes suggesting the tropics, includ- 
ing traditional grass skirts. 

The fun section is sad. Everett 
Lawson and Topsy look OK and open 
well, but soon slide into stale rou- 
tines. Barbara Bennett steps out of 
the line to do a nice swing toe dance 
and Jerry Merman pipes three tunes 
that sound good but are vested with 
little selling. 

The band, Beach Serenaders, is 
dressed Hawaiian style but plays 
swing. Hard. 


Orson Welles | 


Continued from page ?=——_eeen 
































most of it was shot while he was in 
South America. All Welles wants to 
do to ‘Fear’ is make a few sugges- 
tions on the cutting or ‘do you think 
that’s asking too much, considering | 
that I'm billed as the producer?’ he | 
asked. 

Welles said that he had to make 
the footage in Rio of the famous 
Lenten Carnival with no lighting or | 
sound equipment. All he had was} 
cameras, the balance of the equip- | 
ment having been sent to a place| 
called Belem, which is a couple of | 
thousand miles from Rio. Studio} 
reps who made the transportation | 
arrangements only. made. ghem good | 
as far as Belem, from which point it 
was suggested the technical crew | 
‘take a taxi.’ Welles got lights for | 
shooting the carnival from Bra-| 
zilian anti-aircraft batteries. Welles | 
said that he found an anti-Welles 
crusade launched against him when} 
he arrived in Brazil, which he 
charges was instigated by RKO to 
keep his name out of the news- 
papers there. 

Will Demand Washup Deal 

Welles now says he will demand 
a washup deal on his contract with 
RKO with the provision that if the 
studio refuses to let him complete 
and cut ‘It’s All True’ then some other 
studio should be allowed to take 
over. RKO can’t do anything with 
‘It’s All True,’ anyway, according to 
Welles, because ‘I shot it on the cuff | 
and I’ve got the cuff. There's no | 
script for it, nobody knows what it’s | 





Kudos for Disney, Rockefellers 
Welles credits Walt Disney and the | 


| Rockefellers with the greatest job) 





oldies as ‘A Pretty Girl Is Like a|latter drew a special daytime per-| 


Melody’ and ‘My Buddy.’ He’s wil-! formance. 


Glen. 


yet done in strengthening mutual 


understanding between South and} 
North Ameriea. He added that he; 
would like to spend 15 years in 


South America (maybe RKO would | 
like that too) making pictures and 
that he had learned one important 
thing, to wit: ‘Don’t make South 
American pictures in North Amer- 
ica. It just makes them mad down 
there.’ 

Any dicker for a production berth 
with Metro or any other studio, 
Welles said, would be dependent on 
what the Government may want him | 
to do in radio or picture production, | 
either directly or indirectly strength- | 
ening hemisphere relations. The| 
most tempting offer he’s had so far | 
to abandon ‘hemispheric solidarity’ | 
work is from David O. Selznick to 
play the part of Rochester in ‘Jane | 
Eyre. ‘I toss around in bed all 
night, lie awake nights thinking of 
what I could do with that part,’ says 
Welles. Nonetheless he has resolved | 
to accept nothing which might inter- | 
fere with any plans the office of the 
Co-ordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs may have for him. 








’ 


| piece musical foursome and 


| thing is Gregory Ratoff at Columbia. 
| He’s 
+ ‘Semething to Shout—Abont,’ which 


lence is the fact that the old teams 


Janet Blair repeating the routines 
she did with the late Hal Kemp’s 
band. 


New Aets 





FRANK ANDRINI 
Instrumental, Singing 
Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh 

Any time Frank Andrini wants to 
give up his Argentinians, a four- 
very 
popular in Pittsburgh, he can always 
make his way as a single. Guy’s a 
born showman and with plenty of 
vaude experience as a member of 
the Andrini Bros. (Lawrence An- 
drini is now batoning the rumba 
band at the Rainbow Room in N. Y.), 
He handles himself like a veteran, 
His current solo appearance is only 
between engagements for his Argen- 
tinians, 

Andrini’s voice isn’t the best in 
the world, but. the way he sells it 
and his pidgin dialects makes the 
pipes per se a negligible quantity. 
Accompanies himself on the guitar, 
On which he’s a whiz, and for last 
couple of numbers fixes it up elec- 
trically for a sock ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ 
(with the band) and later for a sock 
train imitation that winds up in 
‘Chattanooga Choo Choo.’ 

A little fellow with loads of per- 
sonality and a smile from ear to ear. 
Andrini handles himself as if he’d 
been doing a single all his life, and 
he’s a cinch to satisfy any type of 


audience, Cohen. 
FRANCIS CARLYLE . + 
Magician 
10 Mins. 


Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 

Francis Carlyle is a young ma- 
gician with an obvious need for 
showmanship, He has considerable 
facility for all the standard stunts, 
notably Cardini’s oldie on producing 
innumerable cigarets, but he had 
best acquire some bright gab to 
bridge the lulls. 

That business of carting his imple- 
ments on stage in a small canvas 
handbag is also small-timey. It 
looks as if he’s on his way to Coney 





Island for a day’s outing. Kahn. 
| MITZI MARTIN 
Acrobat 
6 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 
Mitzi Martin is an Amazonian- 
built youngster who has a neatly 
varied assortment of acrobatics. 


Clad in the usual scanty attire that 
gives her the freedom of movement 
required, Miss Martin obviously 
,acks experience, though she has a 
freshness that more than compen- 
sates for that void. 

For the lesser niteries she’s okay 
to open the bill, as she’s doing here. 

Kahn. 


PAULA DRAKE 
Singer 

6 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


A dark-haired looker 
pleasant voice, Miss Drake’s only 
shortcoming is in her choice of 
tunes. The pops are her metier, the 
sweet-swing type, but when she at- 
tempts to sing a love lament she’s 
traveling in the dark. That’s the 
type of tune that a 3elle Baker or 
Fannie Brice can do, and Miss Drake 
obviously hasn’t the experience to 
ge* over a number such as ‘Say Hello 
to Joe,’ which she does as an encore. 
Coming when it does, it leaves a 
particularly unfavorable impression. 

This audience liked her. Kahn. 


with a 





RICHARDS-ADAIR DANCERS (6) 
10 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Though standard in its type of 
presentation, this sextet of five girls 
and a male ‘trainer’ has a youthful 
sparkle that should click on the 
lesser vaude and nitery circuits 

None of the stunts excites any 
particular acclaim, but the youth 
and looks of the five girls, all of 
whom simulate jungle felines, main- 


tain interest, particularly wherein 
the smallest of the gals, an ex- 
tremely lithe teen-ager, is con- 
cerned, Kahn, 





MABRELANE and KIRK 
Ballroom Satirists 

10 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


This kid pair is really in there 
punching, an audience-pleaser most 
of the time. Of course, The Hart- 
mans need never concern themselves 
with the ‘competition.’ Which is no 
notable disparagement of the 
younger duo, since there isn’t any- 
thing around with the capacity of 
The Hartmans. 

The boy indicates plenty of acro- 
batic training, and the girl’s dead- 
pan excites some laughs, but they 
should build some novelty angles if 
they hope to travel in faster com- 
pany. 

As presented nere 
possibilities, 


indicate 
Kakn. 


they 


4 KIT-KATS 
Dancers 

8 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Colored foursome of two girls and 
as many boys have a standard turn, 
but their bright costuming and neat 
presentation point up their sales- 
manship. 

Their hoofing ability is above par 
and they can work most niteries an 





family-time vaude. Kahn, 




















gestures, neither too overt to be mis- 
taken for all-out vaudeville nor too 
restrained that they miss the socko 
value of a good variety act. 

The guy—in fact, the only guy in 
the studios—who’s taking a full, one- 
and-a-half gainor plunge on the 


doing a feature there called 


might be customary musical except 
for one thing. Its story not only 
deals with vaudeville people, it shows 
them dcing their stuff on the stage, 
much as they did at the old Palace 
in the 20's. 

Flock in Pic 


Conlin and Glass are in the cast, 
for example, repeating their head- 
line routines. So is Roger Imhof, the 
old ‘tad.’ Likewise James Burke 
and Eleanor Durkin, Frank Orth and 
Ann Codee, and a lot of other va- 
riety people.who have come up out 
of the stubble and scrub of farm- 
ing in the Hollywood hills to live 
again, if momentarily, the giory that 
had once before been theirs. 

The salient feature of this resurg- 


aren't being hired at Columbia for 
their name value. By this time they 
have very little, if any. They’re sim- 


ply there on their ability to be 
vaudevillians, to entertain and 
amuse, And, as such, it wouldn’t 


be surprising to learn that they’re 
still fighting for billing and the ‘next 
to closing’ spot in the show when the 
film is edited. 


Quite a few of them aren’t even 
here while the cameras are currenly 
rolling, for Ratoff made considerable 
footage in the vaudeville sequences 
back in New York. He got ‘The 
Bricklayers’ back there. Also much 
of the Hazel Séott routines, which 
turned out so satisfactorily that he 


brought her on here for more. The 
same with Harry Green and| 
‘Chuckles’ Walker. Frank Mitchell 


(& Durant) is on this film ‘bill,’ as is 


Vaude Spreads to Films 


Continued from page 1 











gestion of the Noble Experiment 
about the Ratoff production and so 
other producers are eyeing it very 
narrowly, while awaiting formal re- 
sults—as, perhaps, a harbinger of 
things to come. Narrowly, it might 
be added, and anxiously. But, of 
course, in neither case not quite so 
much so as it’s being eyed by the 
oldtimers and old liners who have * 
visions of steady victuals in the off- 
ing. 


BANDS DOMINATE ON 
MPLS. ORPH SCHEDULE 


Minneapolis, Sept. 1. 

Orpheum here is lining up one of 
its more impressive array of stage 
stows “for this fall winter. 
Vaude has been chalking up sock 
grosses at the house during the past 
12 months. Name bands, which have 
done tremendously here of late, will 


predominate almost entirely 





and 


Claude Thornhill] comes in Sept. 4 
fo: his first local engagement, fol- 
lowed the next week +by Woody 
Herman, who has played twice pre- 
viously at this house. Others defi- 
nitely set are Jan Garber, Sept. 28; 
Benny Meroff’s ‘Funzafire,’ Oct. 2; 
Bob Crosby, Oct. 9, and Cab Callo- 
way, Oct. 30. 

Negotiations are progressing for 
other stage shows. 


Hub Latin Quarter 
To Reopen Sept. 10 


Boston, Sept. 1. 
Latin Quarter here wil! reopen 
Sept. 10 with Car! Silver as operator, 





jalthough Michael Redstone, of Club 


Mayfair, is the known guiding hand. 
Majority of former Lou Walters’ 





All told, there’s more than a sug-'! 


ition of clean 
| 


personnel will return with excep- 
sweep in kitchen. 
New show not yet set 
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Wednesday, September 2, 1942 








Variety Bills 





Numerals in connection with bills below imdicate 


WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 4 


opening day of 


shew, whether full or split week. 
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NEW YORK Crr¥ 
State (3) 
Ed Sullivan 
Martin & Allen 
Terry Lawlor 
Wesson Bros. 
Harvest M Winners 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (4) 
Lou Breese Ore 





3 Stooges 
Berry Bros 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (4) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Jay C. Flippen 
D'Ivons 
Diamond Bros 
Diesa Costello 








SE Aa 

















NEW YORK CITY) Betty Co 
on ®) Raye & Naldi 
i Osborne and 
Willie Shore MIAMI, FILA 
Knight Sis Olympia (2-5) 
Charioteers Jack MeCoy 
CHEIAGO Yola Gali 
Chieago (4) Ned Sparks 
Coleman Clark Ed Rickard 
Bob Evans Raymonds 
BOSTON COLUMBTS 
Busten (4) Palace (8-10) 
; Alvino Rey Ore 
Johnny Long Ore 4 King Sis 
Wally Brown Harry King & A 
Una Merkle Lane Broe 
De Vai Merle & L DAYTON 
9 < , 
oe a Colonia? (4) 
Tody ae Le Duke Ellington Ore 
3 4 Caneva Pops & Logie 
ackie Cooper Dusty Fletcher 
Dick & Dot Remy Jigsaw Jackson 
©LEVELAND Raby Lawrence 
Palace (4) — 
Ted Lewis Ore Tea Lewis Ore 
Geraldine & Joe ROCHESTER 
Toni Todd Temple (4-7) 
June Edwards Beachcombers 1942 
Kayne Sis (27-30) 
Gertrude Erdey Victory Rev 
C ‘Snowb’'l Whittier Reggie Childs Ore 
(28) 20 Roxyettes 
Duke Ellington Ore| Den Cummings 
Dusty Fletcher Anthony Allen & H 
Pops & Louie 4 Sidneys 
Jigsaw Jackson 6 Cresonians 
Baby Lawrence Lois Lynn 
Betty Roche Abe Sherr 








Warner 





NEW YORK CPFFY 
Strand (4) 
Jurgens Orc 
, Royee 
Nilsson 


Sammy Kaye Orc 
Sterner Sis 
Nonchalants 
BROOK LYN 
Fex (4) 
Miller 
Brown 
ELMIRA 
Keeney (1-3) 
Andrew Sis 
Diek Rogers Orc 
Emmet Oldfield 
PHILAPELPHIA 


Glenn Ore 


Wally 


Murtagh Sis 
Martin Bros 


PFFTSBU RGR 


Stanley (4) 
Lou Breese Ore 
3 Stooges 
Berry Bros 
28) 
Diek Jurgens Orc 
Lynn, Royce & V 


Walter Nilsson 


WASHINGTON 
Earle (4) 


. Roxyettes 


Bily Rayes 
Davidson & Forgie 





Earle (4) 
Horace Heidt Orc 
. 


Paul Whiteman Orc 


Hermanos W's (3) 
(28 


Roxyefttes 
Shea & Raymond 
Edward Roecker 
Lyda Sue 





independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (3) 
Selma Kaye 
Johnny Woods 
Linda Ware 
Lonya Kalbouss 
Volga 
Mario 
Micke Vosilreff 
Rexy (4) 
Gaines & Jeanne 
Jeanne Brideson 
Waiier ‘Dare 
Ben Yost 
Harpers 
G Foster 
Paul Ash 
46th St 
( 


Jitterbugs 


Ure 
Theatre 


Holtz 
Howard 
Baker 
Paul Draper 
Hazel Scott 
Gene Sheldon 
Luba Malina 
Louw Forman 


Lou 
Wilie 
Phil 


Althoff 
George & June 
The Bradleys 
(2 to fill) 
Marine (6th only) 
Bill Tuck 
Bobby Carr 
Mack & J 
(2 to fill) 
Mayfair (5th 
Bill Tuck 
Bobby Carr Co 
Mack & J Lee 
(2 to fill) 
Ridgewood 
(2nd only) 
Bill Tuck 
Towne & Lee 
Larry Storch 
Mack & Lee 


Co 
Lee 


only) 


Wahi! 


Roxyettes | 


Canfield Smith 
Abbott & Costello 
Miriam Lavelle 
3 Murphy Sis 
Tip Tap & Toe 
Harry James Orc 
Ben Yost’s Singers 


George Haggerty 
Dick Dane 
Charles Kemper 


BALTIMORE 
Hippedrome (4) 





Jerry Cooper 
} Sue Ryan 
; Acromaniacs 
Larry Adler 
| State (3-5) 
Chesters 
Mario & Lazarin 
4 Jolliteers 
(1 to fill) 
(6-9) 
Billy Ritchie Co 


Sid White & Charte 
4 Commandettes 
(1 to fill) 
BAYONNE 
Vietory (4-7) 
“Muggsy" Span. O 
Smoothies 
George Freems 
Buddy & J Allen 
CAMDEX 
Towers (4-7) 
Majer Boewes Rev 
HARTFORD 
State (4-7) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
3 Nonchalants 
Sterner Sis 








NEWARK 
Adams (4) 
Teddy Powell Ore 

Judy Canova 

Dick & Dot Remy 

Diana Barry 
PASSAIC 
Central (4) 


Paul Whiteman Ore 
Wheller & Ladd 








Stan Kenton Orc 
Arnaut Bros 
Bob Easton Co 


WASHINGTON 


Heward (4) 
3 Peters Sis 
3 Poms 
Joe Arena Co 
WATERBL RY 
Poli’s (2-8) 
Ray McKinley Ore 
Wheeler & Ladd 





3 Byrne Sis 


WILLOW GROVE 
ARK 


Shayne & Arms'g 
Val Irving 
Varsity Co-Eds 
(2 to fill) 
WORC ESTER 
Plymouth (31-2) 
Carl Hoff Ore 
yeorge Freems 
Arnaut Bros 
Una Merkel 





Cabaret Bills 





of Music 


Roland 

Felix de Cola 

Mike Doyle 

Ben Marden Rivierv 

Chavez Ore 

Pancho Orc 

Bin Bertolotti’s 

Evelyn Daw 

Lynn & Marianne 

Norma Lucero 

Shirl Thomas 

bon Syivio Ore 

Roberto Ore 

Bill's Gay 

Kthei Gilbert 

Harry Donelly 

Chartie Ross 

Bernie Grauer 

Gay %0's Quartette 
Cafe Seeiety 
(Midtown) 

Hazel Scott 

Joe Sullivan 

Eddie South Ore 

Carol Channing 


Bar 
Roger 


Cafe Seeiety 
(Vitlage) 

Teddy Wilson Ore 
Aibert Ammons 
Edward Tyler 
Pete Johnson 
Revuers 

Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Michel Michon 


Nadia & Sasha 

Dmitri Matvienko 

Kris Kay Orc 

Nicholas Matthey O 
Cerutti’s 

Walter Lynch 

Mae Barnes 

Mary Talley 

4 Chanticleers 

Chateau Moderne 

Rosal’d MacNamara 

Maurice Shaw Orc 


Claremeat Ina 
Charlotte & Benson 
Joe Ricardel Orc 

Clever Club 
John Hale 
Helene & Hayes 
Poll Mar Dane 
Sanchez Orc 
Five O'Cleck Clob 
Noel & Nolan 
Elinor Sherry B 
Eddie Bozarth Oré 
Chub Bali 
Bernice Claire 
Herbert Dexter 
Willie Smith 
Bali-ettes 
Tommy Nunez Orc 
Earle Hanson Orc 
€lewbh Caravan 
Jerry Baker 
Helen Fox 
June Barrett 
Dolores Colvert 
Marion Myles 
Alian Sis 
Larry Ward Ore 
Club Samea 
Mabelle Russelle 
Linda Castro 
Ching 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Harriet Hoctor 
W. Cc. Handy 
Pansy the Horse 
Willie Solar 
Caits Parm 
Billy Wells 
Four Fays 
Hyde Co 
& Ashour 
Eddy 


Herman 


Lucienne 
Eddie 





ginia Mayo 
Pedre Lopez 
June Melva 
Great Daniel 
Emma Francis 
Norine Robinson 
Nellie Durkin 
Billy Banks 
Perry Bruskin 
M Montgomery 
Roy Fox Orc 
Sid Prussin Ore 

Dwyer’s 

(Sawdust Trail) 
Bobby Heath 
Julia Garrity 
Tommie Baxter 
Frances O'Connell 
Marie Daley 
Dorothy Mack 
Marlene Francis 
Paula Valera 

Club 18 


Frankie Hyers 
Roy Sedley 
Vince Curran 
Lillian Pitzgerald 
Diane Fontane 
Hazel MeNulty 
Gaye Dixon 
Jerry Blanchard 
Joe Frisco 

El Chieo 


Dorita & Valero 
Consuelo Moreno 











Leonard Semon & S| PHILADELPHIA | Gloria Belmonte 
ATLANTEK CITY Carman (4) 3 Quitars 
Hamid’s (5-7) Shayne & Arms’g Trio Mixteco 
Glenn Miller Ore Helene Dennizon Del Duca Ore 
2 Andrew Sis Val Irving Herman del Toro 
Diek Rogers Ore Varsity Co-Eds “ im 
Reggie Childs Orc PROVIDENCE _ El Meroece 
Tom O'Neal & K Metropolitan (5-7 Chauncey Grev Ore 
Steet Pier (4) Iackie Coorer 'Chiqnito Ore 
eae | oe ee “mtn neato _~ ~— 


NEW YORK CITY 


| Toekie 


Famous Deor 
Satch & Satchel 
Margo Good 
Herman Chittison 
Carol Lord 

Hunter 

Red Norvo Ore 
Fefe’s Monte Carlo 


Narita 
Sonny Kendis Ore 


51 Cheb 


Tommy Raft 
Tubby Rives 
Barbara Lee 
Harriet Brent 
Rene Villon 


| 
| 
| 


| Sande Williams Ore 





Sonny Lovett 


Hotel Waldort- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Beef) 

Carlos Ramivez 

Di Gatanos 
Navier Cugat Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hete! Warwick 
(Raleigh Reem) 
Vicki George 


Hurricane 
Billy Vine 
The Whelans 
Ann Lester 
Barr & Estes 
Jerry Bergman 
Quinton Ore 
Warren Ore 
Restaurant 
Freddie Bernard 
Jack Lane Co 
Fredericka 
Mona Windell 
Bogash & Bardine 
Kolette & Deane 
Jack Dempeey’s 
Bway Restaurant 
McParland Orc 
Betty Angels 
Twin Quartet 
Dick Shelly 
Jack Holmes 
Jimmy Hefly’s 
Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Paith Aten 
Joe Capello Orc 
Kelly's Stable 
Nelda Duprie 
Jeri Withee 
Leonard Ware 3 
Dianne Reed 
Rosalie Gibson 
Thelma Carpenter 
Walter Fuller Ore 
Kitty Davis 
Bill Ames 
Frank Marlowe 
Rose Magrill 
Johnny Silvers Orc 
La Martinique 
Jay & Lou Seiler 
Castain & Barry 
Carol Horton 
Mercedita 





Martiniqueens 


Ange! Velez Ore 
Snub Mosely Ore 
@Gagx Club 
Bobbie Dunne 
Dale Belmont 
Ann White 
Baby Hines 
Old Revumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Jee LaPorte Ore 
Vera Nova 
Carroj Chappelle 
Betty Carter 
Bill Glass Ore 


Queens Terrace 
Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 
Ned Harvey Ore 


Grooverneers 
Rainbew Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Vera Sanoff 
Ashburns 


Rainbew Keom 


Walton & O'Rourke 
Ray English 
Martha Errolle 
Lawr. Andrini 
Jane Deering 
Continentals 
Cavallaro Ore 
Regers Corner 
Johnny Pineapple 
Harry Lefcourt Ore 
Jean Claire 
Pat Rooney. Sr 
Reas MacLean 
Harold Green 
Russinn§ Kretehme 
Viadimir  t.azaroeft 
Eli Spévack 
Gypsy Norma 
Norma Lucero 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoft 
Cornelia Cedolban O 


Ore 


Spivy’s Baet 
Spivy 
Arthur Biake 


Noble & King 





Jack & Lorraine 
Bliastrub’s 


Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Evangeline 
The Rutons 
Van Lunt 
Johnsons 
Stuart & Lea 
Casa Manana 
(Theatre-Clab) 
Harrison Aulger 
Addisen Aulger 
Louise Sherwood 
Billy Kelley 
(Muasiea! Bar) 
Alice O'Leary 
Adrian O’Brien 
Club Mayfair 
Billy Doeley Orc 
Den Rico Ore 
June Weiting 
Marie Austin 
R & B Ambrose 
Roy Benson 
E McCabe Girls 
Henriquetta BGrazil 
Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Alfred Pineda Orc 
Buster Keim Rev 
Billy Paine 
Sanders Bros, 
Joan Tapper 
Vivienne Rand 
May Castel 
( Leange) 
Herb Lewis 
Marjorie Garretson 
Pileza 


c 
(Sheraten EBeom) 
Morton Ore 
Hildegarde 
(Merry -Ge- Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 
Copley Square Hotel 
Al DePorrest 
Arthur Ward 
Crawford House 
Preddy Rubin Ore 
Fex & Heunds Club 
(Rhembea Casine 
Reem) 
Marion Frances 
Charles Wolk Orc 
Milton George Orc 
Romas & Annette 
Hi-Hat 

Pete Herman Ore 
Frank Petty 
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Louise Stuart 
Stuart Ore 
Fisher’s Gay 90's 
Annie Kent 
Betty Jane Carlton 
Lounie Grace 
Minnie Allen 
Gay $0’s 4 & Ore 
Havana- Madrid 
Neil Fontaine 
Franco & Beryl 
Nino & Lenora 
Myrta Silva 
Maya Orc 
Don Gilberto Ore 
Latin Am Senoritas 
Hiekory House 
Ancil Sweet 
Peggy Stevens 
Jean Murray 
Larry Bennett Ore 
Hotel Astor 
(Astor 


Harry James 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 

Bill Johnson 
Pierce & Roland 
Jack Marshall 
Bob Parks 
Joe Pafumy Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
Heasley Twins 
| Hazel Franklin 
Ray Heathertos 
Hetel Edison 
Bobby Byrne Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
(Casine on Park) 
Rich. Himber Orc 
Perry Martin 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawaiian Em) 
Kahala 
Talima 
Momika!l 
Lani Ore 
Napua 
Leilani Iaea 
Hotel MeAlpia 
Diek Robertson Orc 


Hetel New Yorker 
(Terrace Reom) 
Johnny 

Ronny Roberts 
Peter Killam 
Bigselie & Farley 


Cr 


Long Ore 





Mark Piant 
Ariane 

Lee Beauties 

| Hotel Ne. 1 5th 
Delores Anderson 
Downey & Parker 
Hazel Webster 


(Coeeanut Grove) 
Yacht Club Boys 
Glover & La Maye 
Buddy Clarke Orc 
Benny Howard 

(Reyal Palm) 
Dell O'Dell 
Jack Reynolds 
Sandro Rosati 
Bennett Green 
Jerry Green 
Bunny Howard 
Hotel Pennsylvania 

(Cafe Rouge) 
Glen Gray 

Hetel Pierre 

(Cotiilien Roem) 
Margaret Scott 
Séanley Melba Ore 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Walter Perner Orch 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 

(Cafe Lounge) 
Renee DeMarco 
Jodie, Normie & R 
Roy Ross Ore 

Hotel St. Regis 

(Viennese Roof) 
Ethe! Smith Ens 
Paull Sparr Ore 
| Motel Taft 
Vincent Lopez 





Orc 


Hotel Park Centra! 


! 
Ave.| 


Emil Coleman Orc 

Nore Morales Ore 
Latin Quarter 

Doc Marcus 

Slate Bros. 

Fay Carroll 

Stanley Twins 

The Chadwicks 

Paul Remos 

Gil Galvan 

Fuller Sextet 

Helen Carroll 

Ea Vie Parisienne 


Luba Malina 
G. Ray Terrell 
Gabrielle 
Rasha & Mirko 
Lees & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Adrian Dancers 
Mitzi Martin 
* Kit Kats 
Kirk & Madeline 
Paula Drake 
Francis Carlyle 
Bob Field 
Jean Mode 
Golden Pair 
Le Lebeau Bleu 


(Opens Sept. 10) 
Julias Monk 
Maxine Sullivan 
Mother Keily’s 
Renee Rochelle 
Mildred Penton 
Sid Tomac 
Reiss Bros 
Cuily Richards 
Danny Rogers 
Joe Oakie 
Lolita Cordoba 
Plorida Bearties 
Manny Gates’ Orc 


19th Hele Club 


Marion Powers 
3 Caddies 





Sterk Club 
Grace Reilly 
Charles Baum 
Ted Stecle Orc 


The Place 


[rene Barkley 

Pat Ring 

Evelyn Brock 

Skeets Tolbert 
Ubangi Club 

Jackie Mabley 

Kelcey Farr 

Ann Lewis 

Beachcombers 

Rubber Legs Wm's 


Orc 


Abbey Ore 
Versailles 
Linda Ware 


Bergéere Orc 

Panchito Ore 

Wally Boag 

Leslie & Carroll 

Marj Pielding’s Co 

Rossi Sisters 

J Mignac 

Iisa Kevin 

Mae Blondell 

Mary Ganly 
Village Barn 

John Griffin 

The Bilentons 

Diane Davis 

Alkali Ike 

Al Robinson 

Villmge Vawqguard 

Richard PD Bennett 

Leadbelly 

Anna Robinson 

Eddie Heywood 32 

Wivel 

Bob Lee 

Lilyan Dell 

Tommy Hayden 

Deris Neiison 

Chas Bowman Ore 

Theodore Brooks 

The Paulens 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Babette’s Club 
Honey Murray 
Norma 
Patte Bright 
Carlisle Sisters 
Milton Huber Ure 
Bath & Turf Club 


Delmar 


ner 


Josephine 


Lola. & ’ 
Dinorah 
Eric Correa Ore 
Bishep’s Savey 
3's A Crowd Orc 
Chateau Renault 
Sid Rose 
Al Franeis 3 
4 Stylists 
Child’s Ckt!l Lounge 
Myron Hanley Orc 
Mildred Stanley 
Chez Paree 
Novelettes 
Ruth Martin 
Jackie Martin 
Babe Cummings 
Valerie & Susan 
Sunny Rae 
Cliqwet Clab 
Lenny Ross 
Toni Sorrel! 
Ruth Warren 
Betty Gaynor 
Jacque Hill 
Ellaine Elis 
Club Hariem 
Larry Steele 
J Gorham’s Ore 
Jackie Mabley 
Viola Jefferson 
Helen Penn's €o 
Club Madrid 
Jackie Law 
Teddy & Terry 


Andre 





Nanette 


Beachcomber 
H Morrissey Orc 





Chico Simone Ore 
Artie Dann 


Ae ee att 


Club Nemad 
Annette Ross 
Tiny Kae 
Bobby Bernard 
Mari Kim 

Pinkie Reet 
Bill Vallee 
Serenaders 
Cowhbe, 


Gables ina 


Ore 


(Black Horse Pike) | 


Nan De Mar 
Marley 
Russ Taylor 
Gables Or 
Herman's Wuste 
Bar 


Jimmy Solar 
Jeckey’s Derby Clb 
Kiki Hall 
Peppi Carman 
Helene 
Teddy King 

Paddock 
Zorita 
Yvonettes Rev 
Betty Coette 
Frances Carroll 
Danny Richarda 
Willie Dennis 
Marie Kibbey 
Bob Bell 

Paradise Club 
Ray Moore 
Conway & Parks 
Pord-Bowie- Bailey 
Bobby Evans 
Suvannah Churchill 
Chris Columbus Ore 
Lenox Ave Co 
Penn Atlantic Hotel 

Palen Reom) 


( 
Al Prancis Ore 


BOSTON 





| 
| 


| 





Hetel Bradford 

(Circus Reem) 
Kenny Brilliant 
Lucilla &J Maloney 
1 Hotel Essex 
Buddy Smith's Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Bill Cronin 
Dorothy Dennis 
Jean Monti 
Sally Harris 


Hotel Fensgate 

(Satire Reom) 
Nera Sheridan 
Elsie Houston 
Neil Phillips 
Harry Baker 


Hetel Lenox ~ 
Don Jose Ore 
Clarita 


Hotel Ritz Carleton 
(Ritz Beef) 


Nat Brandwynne O 
Carel Bruce 
Georges & Jalna 
Bunny Waters 


Hotel Sheraton 
(Sheraton Sky 
Garden) 


Don Dudley Oro 


Hete!l Statler 
(Terrace Room) 


Jack Edwards Ore 


(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Caviechio Ore 


Hotel Vendeme 
(Fife & Drum Rm) 


Jimmy McHale Ore 
Jolene 

Nan Vincent 

Helen Douglas 
Elaine Morrison 


Ken 


Bill Davidson Ore 
Russ Howard 
Pee Wee Russell 


Rio Casine 


Harry de Angelis O 
Helen Carroi 
Lamb-Yokum Rev 
Gladys Lamb 
Rube Yokum 

Betty Wharton 
Dufty & Tobin 
Adele Henny 


Savey 
Sabby Lewis Ore 


(Vienna Beom) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Eleanor Kay 
Jimonry Marr 
Doris Abbott 


The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara PDoriva 
Edna Rogers 
Tommy Feran 3 
Ross Johnson 
Jimmy Marr 
Pir-ettes 5 
‘Lips’ Paige Ore 

Tie-Toe 





MeFarland T Orc 


CHICAGO 


Ambassader Hotel 
(Pump Keem) 
John Kirby 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Wakmat Reom) 
Jimmy Joy Orc 
Talia 
Hadley Gis 
Don & Sal Jennings 
(Tavern Reom) 
Edith Lorand Orc 
Blackhawk 
Novak & Fay 
Derothy Dale 
Jeri Sullivan 
Art Jarrett Orc 
Blackstone Hetel 
(Balinese Rm) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 
Patti Clayten 
Brevoert Hetel 
(Crystal Reem) 
Tony & Lisa 
Bob Billings 
Eddie Roth Orc 
Brewn Derby 
Three Ryans 
Thelma White 
Margie Kelly 
Mel Cole Orc 
Nan Houston 
Milton-Ann 


| Cordon & Sawyer 


Ted Smith 


Chez Paree 
Benny Fields 
Al Bernie 
Jack Cole 
Chester Dolphin 
tvans Adorables 
Franklin Ore 
Cheb Alabam 
Florence White 
Paulette LaPierre 
D De Houghton 
Cal Herbert 
Cassandra 
Del Estes 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
C vionimeans 
Primrose & Gold 
Workmans 


Mildred & Maurice 
Charlotte Van Dal 
Bloise Adair 
| Jack Prinee 
Don Lang Ore 
Drake Hotel 
(Camilla House) 
drienne 
Ray Benson Orc 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Rm) 
Shep Efelds Ore 


* Ambassadorettes 
Jack Holst 
Dorben Gls 
Eitel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Hans Muenzer Ens 
Rathasketlar 
Louie & Gang 
510@ Cleb 
Danny Thomas 
Magley Gls 





} 
| 


Mark Fisher Ore 


885 Cleb 
Collette Lyons 
Larry Stofch 


Mark Talent Ore 
Johnny Honnert 


Garrick Stagebar 


June Price 
Ascot Boys 


Dewnbeat Rm 


Stuff Smith Ore 
3 Sharps & Piats 
Gladys Palmer 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass Hease Bm) 
Billy Chandler Ore 
Eileen O’ Hara 
Mary Sinclair 


Helsings 
(Vedvil Leunge) 
§ Commanders 
3 Makebelieves 
New Yorkers 
Chet Roble 
Jane Kaye 
Ivanhoe 
Plorence Schubert 
Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 
L’ Aigion 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Murray & Cumming 
George Devron 
Isobel de Marco 
La Salle Hotel 
{Parn-Am Room) 
Jose Manzaneres O 


Latin Quarter 


Harry Stevens 

3 Guesses 

Brucetta 

Lee Sullivan 

Tip Top Gle 

Joe Norman Ore 
Palmer House 
(Empire Boem) 

Tommy Tucker 

Nick Brodure 

The Nelsons 

Abbott Gis 

Billy De Wolte 


Hotel 
Cafe) 


Ore 


Sherman 
(Celtic 


| Gene Kerwin Ore 
| - 





¥ 


Jaros 


(Pa nther Room) 


Chas Spivak Orc 
Garry Stevens 
College Inn Models 
Cari Marx 

606 Cheb 
June March 
Pav) Mall 
Suzan Shaw 
Janine Camp 


Bobby Joyce & G 
Diane Ray 
Lee Voyer 
Florenza 
696 Gis 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Yar Rest 


Geo Scherban Ore 
Belen Ortega 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 


Two Gunsetts 
Three Herzogs 
Myren Ryan 

Bruce Norman 
Willie Matthias Ore 
Gregory & Raymond 

Elderade Club 

Olga Godee 

Johnny Kaiihui Ore 
Tiena de Bournat 


Betel Carter 


Beach-charmers (5)| charles Wick Ore 
Ruthie Barr 

George Brodenck | Hetel Cleveland 

' Miriam Jonhnsor Ceorge Duffy Ore 


oe ee ates 095 eee ox 





Hotel Fenway Hall 
Jules and Webb 
Hotel Hollenden 
Raul & Eva Reyes 
Germaine & Joel 
Eddie Cochran 
Henri 
Nella Webb 
Sloan & Gary 
Sammy Watkins © 
Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Ore 
Ia Conga Cheb 
Chick Albergo Orc 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Four Kings Jive 
Marya Manley 


Pear! de Lucca 
Monreo’s Cafe 


Kay & Glenn 
Jorie Livingston 
Herb Hagenor Orc 


Book-Cadilianc Hote! 
(Book Casino) 


Ben Young Orc 
Jan Martel 
(uM 


Bar) 
Eddie 


oter 
Fritz 4 


Bowery 
Duvall & Wanda 
Dian Rewland 
Martha Raye 
Beehee Rubyettee 
Jean Mona 
Isabe lita 
Harvey Stone 
Denn Arden Co 
Johnny King 
Benny Resh Ore 

Brass Enxii 
Del Parker 
Skeeter Palmer 
Roy Swartz 
Jack Ross 

(qsnneva 
Frances Faye 
Harvey Whitwey 
Jans & Dans 
Valencia & Yolanda 
Emilio Caceres Ore 

Club Conge 
Congoettes 
Rhythm Brown 
Beverly White 
B & F Jehnson 
Phil & Bea 
Claudia Oliver 


Based ox 
Pete Snyder 
Jackie Green 
Mae Brewster 
Geo Tibbles Ore 
Billy Suyder 
Billy Lankin 

Bar ef Musie 
Ann Triola 
Bill Hoffman 
Bill Jordan 
Larry Burke 
Dick Winslow Ore 


Biltmere Bow! 
Ray Wilbert 
Jimmy Ray 
Harris & Shore 
The Stappeltons 
Penny Lee 
Joe Reichman Orc 

Casa 
Lionel Hampton Ore 

Ceesarnet (Greve 
Freddie Martin Ore 

Eurl Carroils 
West & McGinty 
Gali Gali 
Happy Felton 
LaVonn Moyer 
Derothy Ford 
Wiere Bros. 

Beryl! Wallace 

St Clair & Day 
Aurora Miranda 
Rolly Rolls 
Shirley Wayne 
A! Norman 

Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Ore 
Michel Ortiz Ore 


Flereatine Garden 


Fred Seott 

Mills Bros 

Sugar Geise 
Sonia Levkova 
Jean Tighe 

Toni Todd 

Dr Giovannl 

Ted Fio Rito Ore 
Charlie Foy’s Cheb 
Charley Foy 
Eddie Parks 
Tim & Irene 


Bar ef Music 
Roger Roland 
Felix De Cola 
Mike Doyle 

Clever Club 
John Hale 


Pal Mar Danc 


Stizine Musical 
Bar 


Kenny Shaffer 3 
Owen Sisters 
Cheb Bali 


. 


The Lesiies <¢ 
Arthur Blake 
Floria Vestort 
Donna Devel 
Balilevelies 

Marty King’s Orc 

Luis Fernandez Orc 
Stratferd Garden 
Stratford 


Walter Miller Orch 
Ben Franklin 


Lucille Johnson 
Cerney Twins 
Helene Siandish 
Kay Hunt 
Herb Woods Ore 
Carroil’s 
lrailey 
Jimmy Burns 
Barney Long 
Bob Carney 
Cosmo & Anita 
Carney Sis 
Margie Smith 
Gaines Ore 
Carrollettes 
Cellege Inu 
Estelle Burke 
Lou Dacri 
Leuise Allen 
Boyd & Chapman 
Crescent Quintette 


Bob 


Music Hall Girls 

Marie Holtz 

Jerry Delmar Ore 
Pintos 


Peck & Peck 
Pred Swift 
Allen Luniie 
Marie LaTell 
Phil Fletcher 
Matte & Theresa 
Pedro Blanco Orc 
iy 
Grace Edwards 
Anne Rupert 
Dee Rogers 
Dorothy Whitney 
Embassyiphs 4 
Geo Clifford 
Pat Sherlin Ore 
Germantewn Bar 
Sam Price 
Gloria Mann 
Don Renaldo 


(H Walton Roef) 

















D’Ivons | 


(Continued or page 63) 


—————— 
Kegal Club 
Ducky Mailvin Ore 

3700 Club 
Parks 
Kay Cameron 
Hail Hall 
Den Walsh Ore 


Barry 


DETROIT 


Congo Ore 


Haymarket 
Mel Snyder 
Al Tucker 
UOrlande 
Beverly Sales 
Kay Lewis 
Jane Lynd 
Wally Joh! 
Charmettes Ore 
Leadon Chop House 
Tanner Sisters 
Ethel Howe 
Ruby Ore 
Sammy Dilbert Ore 
ayne 
Jimmy Clark Ore 
Gus Howard 
Carl & Arlene 
Gensehi & Sennen 
Don Pablo Ore 
Resale 
Sheila Barnett 
3 Make-Betieveg 
Muriel Page 


Royalettes 

Carl Benner 

Bill McCune Ore 
Wender Bar 


Ayiene Mason 
Madeion Baker 
Manuel Lopez Ore 
Guy Welsh Orc 


LOS ANGELES 


Jane Keane 
Les Barnett Ore 
Grace Hayes Ledgs 
Casey Thompson 
Vivian Marshai 
P Lind Hayes Ore 
Jean & Jimmie 
Grace Hayes 
H Carroll & Pauline 
Hellyweed Tropics 
Maxine Lewis 
Paul Neighbors Ore 
Markers & Dale 
Dick Thomas 
Heuse of Murphy 
Meunier 
Beth Revnolds 
George Redman 
Margaret Padula 
Bob Murphy 
Leuisiana 
Jean & Walton 
Don Jose & Royce B 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Maecambo Cafe 
Phil Ohman Ore 
Palladium 
Abe Lyman Ore 
M Malneck Ore 


Slapsy Maxies 


Ben Blue 

Archie Rebbins 
M'ray ‘Hata’ Parker 
Peanuts Bohn 
Patricia Page 
Jean Seott 

Stan Ross 

Joe Plumer Ore 


Streets ¢?-Paris 
Art Tatum 
Mead ‘Lux’ 
Wingy Manone 


Swannee Inn 
Loumel Morgan 8 
Dudley Brooks 

Trianoa 
Count Basie 


Trouville Clab 
Barney Bigard Ore 


Lewis 
Ore 


MIAMI 


Cheb Ball 
Irene Wolf 
Baliettes § 
Tommy Nunez Ore 


Chick Thomas 
Sanchez Orc 
Hy Sands 


PHILADELPHIA 


Marc Balilero 
Don Richaras 
Peegy Loeb 


Glamour GIs 
Eddie De Luca Ore 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Lee Warwich 

Faye Merril 

Ruth Templetoa 
Raps & Taps 
Musie Hall Gls 

Dave Gold Orc 
Lexington Casine 

Jackie Lee 

Eddy Kinley 

Dawn Lovely 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Lanny Vale 

Ted Oliver Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
{Merry Go KRoetad 


Bar) 

Floria Vestot 
Johnn & George 
Ugo Martinelll 
Eddie sS« haffer_ 
Vietor Hugo's Ore 
Delores & Del Vago 
Low’s Chancellor Bar 
Nat Jaffe 4 
Shirley Lloyd 

Dick Wade 

Minstrel Tavern 
Margie March 
Ginger Lynn 


BEd McGoldrick dr 
Anita Thoma 
Sally Foy __ 
Michael Wayne 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick St 
Moravian Bar 
Bon-Bon Buddies 
Cookie Williams 
Neil Dieghan’s 
Girard & Caroline 
Serenaders ‘ 
Catherine Wolf Gls 
Warren Boden 
Frank Murtha 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Old Falls Taver® 
Carol Cayne 
Joe Altee 
Billy Hays Orc 
Open Door Cafe 
Bunny Leroy — . 
Bernardettes § 
Maurie Sweidlow 
June Burnette 
Pat Bernard 


Shalita-Craig Ore 


~ 
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ai ae Se Se VARIETY LEGITIMATE 57 
——_ 
/ «. 
on Pitching From Left Field Faces Charges Bio Logi S n SI 
le Broker Fac big Legit B.V. Season in Sight 
: For Violating N. Y. Code; 
Got $8.80 Per for ‘Army’ : : 
A pinball, carnival and pitchmen’s weekly, which broadly calls er or y V * War t 
itself a theatrical paper, has been struggling for some semblance of ° 
dignity with more aceepted amusement news. The latest is the ‘no First serious case of N. Y nei 
a. . , ae < 4 dah i ie + cl ee 
opinion ratings of the dramatic critics, primed obviously to coincide allegedly ee ie oko in a a 
with the opening ada new legit season. ae? of tickets is being thoroughly in- Distance’ to N. y With | On the basis of reports and facts 
The drama critics oa wnt re was created by Variety in 1923-24 vestigated by the enforcement board ° |from the Coast, where two legit 
and has been an goed epa ment in a paper since. “Variety’ was | of the legit ticket code. Matter con- K. T St | K itt ‘shows are cleaning up, and the 
| the first © pom up the ‘no opinion’ habit among the drama critics | cerns the reported exaction of $8.80 . evens, mounting business on Broadway, the 
in former years, on the premise, chiefly, that the average lay reader each on an unknown number of jseason of 1942-43 has high prospects 
louse follows a critic—play, film or otherwise—for a definite appraisal of | tickets for ‘This Is the Army’ at |of prosperity. Other points, too, are 
the entertainment values. This ‘no opinion’ problem has long ceased | the Broadway. Hollywood, Sept. 1. [known to be drawing them to the 
to be one, and in the June appraisals of the 1944-42 season there was tis dime Cees tos eee Georges Banyai goes east this|boxoffice. As for N.Y. it seems 
Ore a minimum of this vaccilating. Which, of course, makes the carny Racin ar hn pe a oe a. a weekend to ready a Broadway pro- | only to be a matter of whether the 
—y gazette’s story that much cornier, apart from being a deliberate lift. a nin ie ded teen, Se ieee. duction of Keep Your Distance,’|incoming shows have what it takes. 
™ a eee : : which he tried out this summer at!As indicated befo th 1 f 
a ing premiums to 75c plus tax over | }i< Del Monte (Cal.) strawhat th — ao 
. 9 the boxoffice price, is not certain 7" — eit eng! — a is distinctly on 
‘ : 7 . t right side. 
t a compl was made. ; ‘ 
: Saroyan Asks ‘Variety to Name ma 2 Camels ate tne | RE Stevens and lan Keith, who| pear. that maney earned is 
Army’ bas a top of $4.40 at the | 1), the leads in the tryout, may plants and allied industries is 
boxoffice. Allotments of tickets aTe | do them in New York. finally getting into wide circulation. 
e €6—l6 ° ’ ? made with the understanding that sas 
‘i w under ing Free spending has been anticipated 
a no attempt be made to overcharge ‘for the past year, but now it is an 
re ,: e ce, from Washington into all types of 
r _— coin going imto the Army Emer- plants and to all types of workers. 
. By JACK PULASKI ° i 9 gency Relief Fund. About a score At least a substantial percentage 
” ils cen vepipe of agencies were originally allotted of those citizens are figured to gravi- 
‘Why doesn't ‘Variety’ break down ‘Army’ tickets and, as there is no tate to the metropolis for varying 
and say Bill Saroyan is the greatest return privilege, it is virtually a e periods. If not, they should figure in 
. 9? » ” , 
playwright of them all? asked Saro- Hollywood, Sept. 1. ‘buy. Reported that eight brokers theatre patronage in their local com- 
- yan without the suggestion of a Fall production on Broadway of were dropped by the show manage- meunities, Showmen beck Gram the 
edge wink. When his two short plays,| musical ‘Stovepipe Hat,’ gves in} ment for one cause or another. One F road say that prospects for theatri- 
~ ‘Across the Board on Tomorrow preparation with arrival there this agency sold a pair of tickets to an- cals out of town are even brighter 
| Morning’ and ‘Talking To You,’| week of Ray Golden, who stages, and| ether that was not on the ‘Army’ and more definite than in N. Y. 
Ore vamped from the Belasco, N. Y.,| Harold Spina, composer of score.| jist and was cut off. There is an unemployment prob- 
- after one lean week, a reporter re-|Golden’s last presentation here was! Broker under suspicion has ap- ‘Serie ter Action’ bel oduced |2™, im N. Y. that does not exist out 
ae marked he had hoped the attraction | ‘Our Town. a peared before the code board twice, ip tor . Nn, ng en u of town. Big stores in some cities 
pice would last because the author was ‘Stovepipe’ is slated for.a Thanks- accompanied by an attorney after by Oscar Serlin, Howard Lindsay /are advertising for help, no experi- 
Ore live copy. Author readily admitted | giving opening in N. Y. the first session. Examination was |and Russel Crouse, will establish a — —— for part or full-time 
“ that, fast. not completed up to yesterday | new high record for the number of |!°>S, due to so many of their em- 
phy Saroyan was queried avout a re- (Tuesday ). Broker in question ifs | eachnore The hacher-altttade Ployees having gone into war plants 
port that he would produce the col- signed the code, but the code peo- : , : : where the pay is higher. Even ho- 
ored musical, ‘Elmer and Lily’. “With ple have not revealed his identity |™@rk is a credited to ‘Ar-/tels in other cities are short-handed 
le what?’ was his quick comeback. “I’ve ‘ pending final disposition of the case, |Senic and O Farge Be oseae pe for the same reason. That explains 
got no money; only debts; now I MacPhail James Agencies usty eg Taat Gener tn Ph oe se tardy and ee 
. in to off i . ; “A , Waiters, etc., explainin 
a pa Ee Se tek a ce Several Broadway agencies han-/ upper was produced by Lindsay and|they are over-worked. ? 
ce B — ; : dling tickets for the Brooklyn/|Crouse. Serlin produced ‘Father’! In Coast cities it is most difficult 
around to be called in the draft. ml t Ebbets ith ; - 
<¥ 2 (Dodgers) ball games a ets | with the aid of. around a dozen |to get hotel accommodations. As for 
te But I do wish to square myself ; been having trouble with | backe: | 
re with those I owe and also to pay Field have been having trouble with | backers. restaurants, if persons do not enter 
inoeaen* y . the management through arbitrary Known that the ‘Arsenic’ angels|by five in the afternoon they must 
‘c mn ie ' rules of Larry MacPhail, who oper- | are in on ‘Strip’ and its stated that|wait for long periods before being 
re Indicating that he is all washed ates the outfit. Because some | some, if not all, of the ‘Father’ back-|seated, and then the fare isn't what 
es up as a manager, but never aS an ' Brooklyn specs overcharged, he OT- |ers are also in on the new comedy | it should be. Even Army and ‘Navy 
| author, Saroyan is very touchy Association of Theatrical Agents &| dered that any fan with tickets | with music. That should place the™ Officers have been unable to get 
— about Hollywood and squawked over | Managers went up against a stone stamped by a broker be refused ad- | total of persons with pieces of ‘Strip’ |sleeping quarters and there are in- 
an item in ‘Variety’ which reported| wall when its committee met with} mission. | above the 30 mark. |Stances where they have slept on 
eased company's message that it was | the managers last week_in an effort Harry Smack of the Rialto agency, | ‘Strip’ is budgeted for $60,000 in | Park benches for several nights. 
not interested in any of his gy to secure a pay boost. Board of the| .i i, is interested in the ticket | production money, double  the|. Business drawn by ‘Claudia’ and 
_ Saroyan cannot updenstard why)! Lerene.at New_York, Theatres .indi- |i gath at Delmonico’s, is under re-| amount set for ‘Arsenic. Backers| Arsenic and Old Lace’ in Los An- 
lywood will pay fabulous money for cated that the showmen thought that puted charges in connection with | are well aware that because of the geles and San Francisco, respec- 
wis Broadway plays, but passes up his|agemts and managers were being | the Brooklyn games. Whether a large cast of ‘Strip’ the profits will |*!vely, has been the first eye-opener 
Ore ‘Time of Your Life’. He mentions} paid well enough. They want $25 patron paid more than 75c premium, | not be as great as with ‘Father’ or|02 What the new season portends. 
a the fact that it won the Pulitzer|more weekly. ATAM thinks dif-| nich the stipulation on the tickets | ‘Arsenic,’ granted that the new show |5@me goes for other Coast shows, 
n 3 prize, but carefully fails to recall ferently and will attempt to get} the fixed limit, or whether there | clicks. | such as ‘Show Time’ (George Jessel ), 
that when the $1,000 award was sent | action on the clause of their just ex- |was a stamping irregularity, was ud? ies GO ot vaudeville trick currently in Frisco 
him he sent the check back. Chances | pired basic agreement, hay — net made cleat. check lest month. tut 2a sintin and slated for the Broadhurst, N. Y., 
~ of collecting the geod poms gal — rae a an ie _ living melon for August will be distributed. east. ae and _Mechoute =< we, 
we are not so good, yet it’s an idea. aaa = , Profit in Los Angeles is expected to yosange tps iy apes ———- is 
What's Tt All About? MPLS. BOOMING, BUT better $15,000 and further dates to ; all right, too, and when fresh 
| a acl = was Ress -. Se asad ee tied - we played out thane eek like plenty oe to ae they should 
general manager of Saroyan’s two- : of easy money. efore the show | SES. 
play production, earned his salary force until the issue is finally de- LITTLE LEGIT IN SIGHT winds up around New Year's, tl elaine 
Ore last week running around and get-j| cided, but, if pane sae eyed a | the film version is due, there should P ib} H : 
ting the accounts in order. Saroyan negotiated, the c ey rey be “a Minneapolis, Sept. 1 | be more healthy profit checks dis- | OSS Ouse Shortage 
admitted he didn’t know what it was|Tetroactive as of Labor Day (/). ; | tributed. More picture money is due | 
all about, so far the business end | Neither side appears to want arbi-| In ‘the good old days’ the legit) anq there is around $25,000 on de- Prompts Shuberts to Hold 
of his ‘project’ was concerned. There | tration at this time. ATAM figures | season always started here the first | posit as salary guarantees at Equity | 
wes on argument over production | that any decision by that route | week in September and continued and other unions. Onto Hudse New Y. k 
costs Which exceeded the budget aid | would be final and is angling to use| with little or no _ interruption we oe R, or 
aubleiates oe te fired the staff but | mediation, which om be federal, | throughout the fall and wanes —_———— 
hore were eantrante which he haq| State or private. Union favors the) Nuw September has rolled around ‘Ti Pla nd G 1. snereasing business 
Ore xye rere -act ’ > ¢ " : - ane p ancl easing DUS Ie Ss tern! 9 al me 
voller sag Ati fed an a Re pec saliva | latter. method, having in mind the land Leo Murray has only one defi- ime, cé a r ’ Broadway bolsters the "aes aint 
i es om |right to later place the issue before | nite and several ‘tentative’ bookings ° ° some of the lle ‘ ‘ 
retained on the payroll. soveieent® whe “ae ne ; : 50Im ) e new season's produc- 
Saroyan’s manner generally indi |the constituted state or federal|f., his Lyceum, roadshow house, gain War 9 | tions will not find ft easy to secure 
- ° - Ppa ee ee a 'a record low for so late in the | theat _ os Rea 
cates that he can take it, even from| 4 panel may be named by Milton a rec r we ‘ Pg Is Due Hl R Wal pociba, First indication of that 
4 the critics who originally built him | R Gictehacenn pte yg tts Cohn year. The definite — ss or a a's | | Possibility is that the Shuberts are 
sine : up. He first approximated his loss | <3 on oe eat aioli ‘| Barrymore in ‘The Corn 6 geen —_ ;}again bookimg the Hudson, which 
a ~ |who are respectively attorneys for| +. November. Tentative ones are diene tuned tenets : 
i at $12,000, but there was a recount/the managers and ATAM. Panel ‘Angel Street’ and ‘Watch on the Success of the oldie ‘Ladies Night’ | ¢. ; aon ack =6to §6the bank. 
and the red approximated $9,000. | would not settle the argument, but| pine’ also for well along in the|in Chicago may have inspired the | Smted as clon the firm was 
= Understood that the plays operated | its function would be to name the} inter | idea to dig up ‘The Time, The Place | P oo oe adh and attempting not to 
: at very little cost. Highest salary | mediator. | This situation is considered all the | @nd The Girl,’ which originated in | FS oo wath too many dark the- 
eller in either cast was $75 (weekly),/ League and the musicians union| 7... ‘strange’ in view of the fact|the Loop. That and other imtimate Ses Gap Oe hands, there was a string 
vented that probably going to Canaéa Lee, | made some progress in negotiating al 4,44 sow business generally here is| musical comedies were produced by @e heyroap= cas of turning the 
the colored actor who was the main |mew pay schedule. Union wanted a| a a highest point = more than 12| Mort Singer and the late Harry | nerd back to the mortgage holders, 
rge oe — ye. “Soeee ware ra posi boost and was offered arewnd | years Stage shows at the Orpheum | Askin, who presented those shows be aaid cra casas recapture the 
or two $60 players, the balance get- | 7% Musicians came back with a and the night clubs have been | im the La Salle theatre. The shows | De no i oder ee 
aa ting $50, which is the Equity min-|15% suggestion, with the matter set- chalking up record grosses. Loop | were toured from there and wide |_ biteag . be " Sanks call ates the — 
Vase Imum. Fact that he engaged mostly | tled by the offer and acceptance of Glm theatres and niteries have not | territory was covered, but the near- | age r! to guarantee the fixed charges 
we Bar people who never were on the stage | 10%. * New contract, however, has; ” »y since the 1928 | est they ever got to Broadway was | a split the profits. That plan is 
; made so much money since the lsaid t f he H Belasc 
before explains why so many had/|not been completed. Musicians de- aoa tenes | Philadelphia. orae th ay or the Hudson, Belasco 
contracts for minimum. However,|manded that 20 be the minimum| )) season for the excellent| The managers had the idea that | #74 Windsor. Belasco _deal has 
yern his idea was to raise the pay if the | number of men in the pit for houses) | i inecs is the fact that employ-| if the shows were good enough for i tikely First booking fc the H "4 i 
a 3 | sents a . : of 2 - i? ; . _ entd-t in P . rely. Ss y ing oO > s 
Project clicked. beaded Fas Rete in ment is at an exceptionally high | N. Y. the critics might pull out their this fall is Tincle << lhw a 
ip Saroyan did that when his ‘The | *° a ae : : be retained, |Jevel and wages and salaries are| hammers because the shows were moves there from fhe Broadburst 
’ Beautiful People’ played the Lyceum. | 0 at east 10 men shouic be retained’. | hitting all-time tops. Another factor | made by out of towners. Sept. 14 : ” 
That was the time he gave patrons| Union countered by dropping wane the fine crops of the past several | Joe E. Howard, who appeared in =e 
“oftus their money back if they came to ann oo ee oe man~-| ears, together with the soaring|the original ‘Time’ cast, is to be 
: sr the boxoffice and said they didn’t 5a a oe _ = 7 further | farm prices, which have increased starred in the revival. In the origi- MII I ER GETS ENGLISH 
Bar like the show. Kickback lasted about "ain. oom aiieek sellers are | entertainment purchasing power tre-| nal cast with him were the late 
a two weeks, these who asked for the also out for an increase, that union | mendously. Cecil Lean and Florence Holbrook. ‘LIFELINE’ FOR B WAY 
me refund mostly having sat in the gal- one ked for 10% sons At th Jules D. Gersene, former Parisian 
a lery, pect sag oth gd ieee toe line producer, is named as the presenter 
< Ges most of the showmen present were | Barstow With Shuberts 0 the anticipated ‘Time’. . London, Sept. 1. 
| Now the ‘Great’ Saroyan producers and the ticket men’s re- Chicago, Sept. 1. 5 ‘Is Held _ Gilbert Miller has bought Amer- 
on Hollywood, Sept. 1. quest was not considered, as theirs Dick Barstow, former vaude usan is He ican rights to Lifeline,’ which was 
weet Hollywood has changed its opinion | is a matter strictly for house owners! qancer, who has been assistant Philadelphia, Sept. 1. | produced here by Linnit & Dunfee 
of William Saroyan, at least at/or operators. Treasurers now get|to Merriel Abbott at the Palmer| ‘Susan and God,’ starring Ilka | in association with David Hanley, 
Metro. He was eased off the lot| $85 weekly, with assistants getting | House, preducing the shows for the | Chase, which opened yesterday | English representative of Myron 
al after collecting around $60,000, but | $60. Empire Room, goes to N. Y. this| (Mon.) at the Bucks’ County Play-| Selznick. Miller intends Staging it 
— 3 now they are readying the author's| week to join the Shuberts. | house at the Bellevue-Stratford| on Broedway this season with Co- 
; j script ‘The Human Comedy’ and ex-|_ Barstow’s first assignment will) hotel, will be held over for a sec-|lumbia Picts’ bankrolling. 
segaae < pect it to be the top picture of the! revisions. Exec who originally rated| probably be to rehearse the chorus | ond week. ; He has also cabled for script of 
¥ 1942-43 season. ithe author’s stuff highly therefore! routines for the road company of | t’s the first time any play has | Escort,’ by Patrick Hastings, just 
Ore Clarence Brown will direct when! wins out, after some associates mas- ‘Hellzapoppin,’ which opens at the received a holdover sesh st the tg eg Ba oe geet ghee on 
; Howard Estabrook completes some! terminded him out of the idea. Erlanger here Sept. 28. ' Playhouse. with Jac yiton an = oe 
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Yanks Tickled in London 

A laugh a day. This is what the 
ever-increasing number of uniformed 
Americans in London are getting out 
of howlers in the local dailies. 

In Grosvenor Square, seat of the 
American Embassy and center of the 
U. S. overseas forces, a game has 
been invented, the winner being the 
Yank who spots the greatest num- 


ber of bloomers in any one day’s 
Fleet Street output. 
Recently, The Sunday Express 


carried on its front page a story from 
Hollywood telling of an attempt to 
blackmail Louis B. Mayer, the Metru 
chieftain. Both in headline and story 
the name was spelled Meyer—this in 
spite of the fact that the name ap- 
pears (in the advertising columns of 
the London newspapers) more often 
than Churchill’s. 

The biggest laugh at the moment 
is in a feature story in this week’s 
Daily Mail describing a visit to a 
new assembly plant for U. S. planes. 
According to this yarn, ‘Factories 
from New England to the Pacific 
coast are sending $1,000,000-a-week 
stream of aeroplane parts across the 


Atlantic.’ That’s fair enough, the 
doughboys agree, but the laugh 


comes a minute later when the ob- 
servant reporter declares, ‘I saw 
castings from Seattle, D. C.! 
Another beaut the Yanks count as 
being tops was in a_half-column 
sicry in The Sunday Dispatch that 
teld of a new battleship being built 


‘at’ (nothing ever happens ‘in’ a 
place, according to Fleet Street 
journalese) South Dakota! Obvi- 


ously, in this instance, South Dakota 
was the name of the battleship, but 
this yarn had the fighting ship 
launched on a rolling prairies 1,500 
miles from the nearest deep water! 

The colored troops in London have 
their own pet laugh (this one in The 
Daily Express). It tells of certain 
goings on in a southern city called 
*‘Maconga.’ It was a Georgian trooper 
who solved that mystery. ‘Maconga’ 
is, of course, cable-ese for Macon, 
Ga:.! 





N. Y¥. ‘News’ Boycott to-Do 

The Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi 
League drive on the N. Y. Daily 
News, which teed off by distributing 
leaflets calling for a boycott because 
of the paper’s editorials on the war, 
and reaping substantial space in PM, 
N. Y. Post and the N. Y. World- 
Telegram, has apparently petered 
out. None of the other New York 
dailies carried the story, the leaflet 
distribution stopped after the first 
day and the News capped the 
splurge with a quote from James W. 
Gerard, ex-Ambassador to Germany 
and honorary chairman of the 
League, that he knew nothing about 
the call for a boycott until the story 
hit the papers. Gerard subsequently 
resigned without notifying the 
League which learned of the move 
from the dailies. 

League tried to revitalize the 
drive by calling pro-democratic or- 
ganizations and labor unions to a 
meeting on Monday last (31) to dis- 
cuss formation of a Council to pool 
resources and step up the campaign, 
Reps of the Coordinating Commit- 
tee, the International Ladies Gar- 
ment Workers Union, the Postal 
Employees Union, the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of 
Colored People, the Postal Em- 
ployees Union 
Democracy were among those pres- 
ent who were to submit the pro- 
posal to their organizations. Con- 
freres were united against Daily 
but were divided on 
boycott was the correct 


News policies, 
whether the 
procedure. 

Some of them preferred the 
Friends of Democracy modus 
operandi which aims at educating 
the News circulation and adver- 
tisers. Technique is to get an early 
edition of the News, which is on sale 
about 8 p.m., examine the editorial, 
select any questionable material, 
point-up and explain same in a 
leaflet that is distributed the follow- 
ing morning. Thus the readers and 
space buyers make up their own 
minds. 

Understood that the League hopes 
to persuade its conservative mem- 
bers to permit continuation of the 
boycott and is meanwhile studying 
the possibility of appealing to the- 
atrical and picture companies to pull 
ads out of the News. 


7 





That AP Anti-Trust Suit 
Alleged stifling of the freedom 
of the American press is the basis 
for the Government’s anti-trust suit 
against the Associated Press, but 
the ramifications of the action, filed 
last Friday (28) in N. Y. federal 
court, are held to be much more 
Ominous than the actual suit 








plies. For this is another test of 
the fight in Chicago between Mar- 
shall Field’s Chicago Sun and Col. 
Robert R. McCormick’s Tribune. 

It was last year that the Chi. 
Sun, which had been publishing 


charter. Col. McCormick, a mem- 
ber of its board, was among those 
who voted down the Sun applica- 
tion. Also refused at that time was 
the application of Eleanor 
Patterson, publisher of the 
ington Times-Herald. Miss 


Wash- | 
Patter- 


Cormick and the sister of Capt. 
Joseph Medill Patterson, publisher | 


of the N. Y. Daily News. Although | 
the Times-Herald is also named in| 
the Government's suit, Miss Pat-| 


terson made no particular issue of 
the refusal to grant her an AP 
franchise, but the Sun, whose pub- | 
lisher, Field, has been referred to 


newspaperman (the Field millions 
were made in the department store 
business),’ filed a complaint with 
the Department of Justice. 

The Government's action § states 
that ‘a number of complaints’ have 
formed the basis of the suit. 


— 
Canada Revises Ceilings 

Price ceiling on all Canadian and 
American periodicals will be imme- 
diately lifted, according to a new 
ruling of the Wartime Prices and 
Trade Board of Canada, and pub- 
lishers ‘will be free to adjust rates 
and safeguard revenue.’ (Example 
was that, in Canada, such periodi- 
cals as Collier’s and SEPost con- 
tinued to sell in Canada at their 
former price whereas American 
readers had to pay a dime a copy). 
Canadian periodicals have also 
sought to increase their prices be- 
cause of advertising fall-off and in- 





and the Friends of 


— = | a | cr x — rn + 
creased costs but got the red light. 


Ceiling lift applies not only to 


| newstand sales but to subscriptions. 


Decision of the Wartime Prices and 
Trade Board of Canada was based 


ness which showed that, while larger 
revenues had offset higher operating 
costs in 1940 and 1941 revenues had 
recently suffered a ‘serious decline.’ 

The decision brings the Canadian 
regulations into conformity with 
those of the U. S. where newspapers, 
magazines and periodicals were from 
| the outset exempted from the price 
| ceiling. Publishers are asked to try 
| to maintain service to the public at 
existing prices as far as possible 
and to conserve materials and laber 
costs. 








N. C. Press Assn. Awards 
Executives of seven dailies in vari- 
|ous sections of the country have been 


jnamed judges for annual North 
|Carolina Press Association awards| 


| which, prexy W. K. Hoyt announces, 
| will be continued, despite war. 
| Judges are Roy A. Roberts, man- 
'aging editor, Kansas City Star: Basil 
|L. Walters, executive editor, Min- 
|neapoiis Star-Journal and Tribune; 
|George Guise, city editor, Mpls. 
|Trib., and Herbert Paul, city editor, 
| Mpls. Star-Journal; Kenneth McDon- 
|}ald, managing editor, Des Moines 
Register and Tribune; and John W. 
Owens, editor-in-chief, and Newton 
| Aiken, editorial staffer, Baltimore 
| Sunpapers. 
Cash awards of $100 each 
|}awarded at association’s 
;Institute in January for 
| torials, features, pix, etc. 


will be 
midwinter 
best edi- 


Capt. Bernard A. Bergman 
Bernard A. Bergman, director of 


publicity 


¥y and promotion of the Phiia- 
| delphia Record and former manag 
editor of the New Yorker, was sworn 
}in On Thursday (27) as a captain in 
ithe Army Air and goes on 
active duty at Miami base next week. 


Col ps 


| Capt. Bergman, a veteran of World 
|War I, has been with the Record 
since 1935, where he served as fea- 


|fure editor, Sunday editor and exe- 
cutive editor before taking over his 
promotion and publicity post. 


advertising director of Universal 
Pictures. : 


Harry Martin, Y3C 
Memphis, Sept. 1. 

Harry Martin, amusements editor 
of The Commercial Appeal and local 
‘Variety’ mugg, enlisted in the Navy 
as yeoman, third class, and reported 
for duty immediately at the Neval 
Training Station, Millington, Tenn. 
Robert Gray, radio editor for the 
paper, will serve as acting amuse- 
ments editor during Martin’s leave 





im-| 


of absence for the duration. 
Martin is 33, has one son, had been 
with The Appeal since February 





then only a few weeks, sought an AP | 


son is a cousin of Col. ‘Bertie’ Mc- | 


} 
} 


on a survey of the publishing busi- | 


He} a; 
j died g. 
is a brother of Maurice A. Bergman. | ied Aug. 26 


1930. He is serving his fourth term 
as an international vice-president of 
the American Newspaper Guild. 
Book On British Women in War 
Oveta Culp Hobby, director of tl.» 
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps 
(WAAC), has written the foreword 
| to Russell Birdwell’s ‘Women in Bat- 
‘tle Dress,’ to be published by The 
| Fine Editions Press late this month. 





———$—$————— 


| 


| ‘Battle Dress’ tells what the wo..1en 

in England are doing in the war, and 
| includes the functions of every mili- 
| tary and civilian organization. Bird- 


nelle, | well gathered his material on a 
(Cissie) th.ee-months’ trip to England | ‘* 

| fall. 
Birdwell also authored ‘I Ring 


Dceorbells,’ which tells the story of a 
newspaperman’s life. 


J. B. Powell in Hospital 
The Japan correspondent and pub- 
lisher, J. B. Powell, is confined to 
the Marine hospital, Staten Island, 
N. Y., as result of his experiences 
at the hands of the Japs which cut 


by McCormick as ‘not a legitimate | his normal 140 pounds down to 75. 


He’s now about 90 pounds. 

Powell is the newsman who lost all 
his toes as result of Jap prison 
}eruelties. Both the Overseas and 
National Press Clubs are taking care 
of him since his return on the 
|Gripsholm last week. 
| 


Ed Beattie’s Book 

Edward B. Beattie, Jr., now head 
of United Press bureau in London, 
is having his ‘Freely to Pass’ pub- 
lished by Thomas Y. Crowell in Oc- 
tober. 

Title and book are built around his 
passport which has been visaed 
scores of times by every European 
country during his reportorial ex- 
cursions as an observer and war cor- 
respondent. 


Knopf’s $2,500 Contest 

Alfred A. Knopf is offering $2,500 
for the best book-length manuscript 
by a working American journalist. 
| Tomes must be originals and sub- 
| mitted before June 1, 1948. 
Plays, poetry, short stories, novels, 
lessays and collected newspaper or 
|feature yarns, columns or _ broad- 
casts taboo. Competition is also 
iclosed to radio newscasters and 
commentators. 





Excludes Everything for Dieppe 

The day following the raid on 
Dieppe the story rated virtually 
every available inch in the London 
Daily Express, which announced on 
its editorial page: 

‘Owing to the importance of the 
stories published today all the regu- 
lar features except the radio pro- 
grams are being held over.’ 


Allan Chase’s ‘Falange’ 
Allan Chase, onetime editor of 
| Click, will have his ‘The Menace of 
| the Falange’ published by Putnam in 
December. 
| He has been making a study of 
the Falangist movement for a num- 
| ber of years. 
| Caracas Papers Cut Down 
| Lack of newsprint and advertising 
'will shortly foree Caracas news- 
|papers to cut down to eight pages. 
| The dailies which ran 20 to 24 
pages last January have already re- 
duced to 12 and 16. 
LITERATI OBITS 

Mrs. Horace H. Brown, 47, wife of 
| Horace B. Brown, editor of True 
| magazine, died Aug. 25 in New York. 
| KRebert R. Wilkes, 74, retired news- 
}paperman who had been a criminal 
|cuurts reporter for the old N« Y. 
| World for 40 years, died Aug. 27 in 
| Erie, Pa. 





James L. Hanley, oldtime San 

r co newspaperman, who spent 
on the Daily Report there, 
rior to the 1906 fire, died Aug. 23 

1 Frisco. 

Eugene O’Connell, 52, newspaper- 
man, died Aug. 28, in N. Y. O’Con- 
nell had been a sports writer and at 
lis death was employed as copy 
reader on the N. Y. Daily Mirror. 
| Jacob R. Miller, 70, retired news- 
'paperman and former representative 
|of the N. Y. Times at Ossining, N. Y., 
in N. Y. 

Miss Julia Baudry Moore, for 
many years society editor of Augusta 
(Ga.) Herald, 


» years 


| 


| 24 after extended illness. 

Frank G. Heaton, 70, veteran news- 
{paper and publicity man, died in 
| Tampa, Fla., Aug. 21, Formerly on 
the Indianapolis News and the Wash- 
ington Star before moving to Florida 
in 1920, Heaton was formerly editor 
of the Fort Myers (Fla.) Press and 
city editor of the Tampa Tribune, 
later joining the Tampa Times. 

J. R. Youatt, 79, retired Associated 
Press treasurer, died Aug. 31 in 
Freeport, L. I. 
| W. P. Bancroft, 25, editor of the 





and one of South’s 
leading newspaperwomen, died Aug. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Vickie’ (new title) — Frank 
Mandel. 

‘The Morning Star’—Guthrie 
McClintic. 

‘Magic,’ ‘Hello Out There’ 


(curtain raiser )—Eddie Dowling. 


‘Franklin Street’—-Max Gor- 
don. 

‘Eve of St. Mark’—Play- 
wrights. 


‘Count Me In’—Shuberts, Ol- 
sen & Johnson, Harry Kaufman, 


Horace Schmidlapp, Richard 
Krakuer. . 
‘Strip For Action’—Serlin, 


Lindsay & Crouse. 
‘The Pirate’ — Playwrights, 
Theatre Guild. 


‘Beat the Band’—George 
Abbott. 

‘Let Freedom  Sing’—Youth 
Theatre, Inc. 

‘Watch On the Rhine’ (on 
Coast)—Herman Shumlin. 

‘Best Foot Forward’ (road)— 


George Abbott. 
‘Junior Miss’ 
Max Gordon. 
‘Angel Street’ 
erd Traube. 


(Chicago Co.)— 


(road )—Shep- 














Play Out of Town | 


JANIE 


Buffalo, Aug. 31. 

acts (four scenes) by 
and Herschel V. Wil- 
from the former's novel. 
Directed by Antoinette Perry; settings by 
John Root; costumes supervised by Mar- 
garet Pemberton. Presented by Brock Pem- 


Comedy in 
Josephine Bentham 
liams, adapted 


three 


berton, at Erlanger, Buffale, Aug. 31, '42; 
$1 top. 

BO SPSS er eee Gwen Anderson 
Thelma Lawrence........... Linda Watkins 


Paula Rainey............Margaret Wallace 
Bernadine Dodd........ Betty Breckenridge 
Dick Williams...............Herbert Evers 
POOR cc cactoceseucace Frank 


Scooper Amy 
ae See ye ee ee Clare Foley 
Charlies Colburn. .cessesss: Maurice Manson 
John Van Brunt..........Howard St. John 
rr ee oe Nancy Cushman 
A eer eee John Marriott 
(ee eee ee ee eo Artiebelle McGinty 
Hortense. be tedue -Gertrude Beach 
Carl Loomis : ...J. Franklin Jones 
Matthew Q. Keurdon...... W. O. MceWatters 
Ray ed04 cab econ bins che en oe Franklin Kline 
Deadpan Hackett........... Blaine Fillmore 
Andy (53 0 eend cee nue dees Paul E. Wilson 
Po. ckectetwiesenere .Kenneth Tobey 
Soldier. Michael St. Angel 





‘Janie,’ with which Brock Pember- 
tor ushered in the new season here 
tonight (Monday), and with which 
he will relight the Henry Miller, 
New York, Labor Day (7), unfolds 
as a mild comedy effort of the ‘Ju- 
nior Miss’ genre, making its partic- 
ular bid for popularity through its 
timely and topical accenting of the 
impact of the military upon life 
arrong the nearby villagers. 


Rather loosely constructed plot 
concerns a high-school-age femme 


Henry Aldrich, who, aided by couple 
oi goony girl friends in parent’s ab- 
sence, patriotically undertakes to 
stage a party for a few soldiers, and 
ends up as hostess for practically 
the entire army with a free for all 
fracas and near riot thrown in. Much 
of the comedy, like the characters, is 
sophomoric, but the topical treatment 
in plot and dialog of quirks of con- 
temporary civilian and military life 
constitute the play’s chief appeal. 
Youthful Gwen Anderson, latest 
fugitive from Coast little theatres, 
gives a luminous and pulsating per- 
formance of the exacting title role, 
while Frank Amy scores unexpect- 
edly as her jitteroo civilian boy 
friend. Herbert Evers is a hand- 
some army private with whom Janie 
carries on an innocent flirtation, cul- 
minating in the climactic party, and 
Linda Watkins returns to the stage 
after a long absence as his doting 
mother. Betty Breckenridge is ad- 
mirable as one of the heroine’s 
giggly girl friends; Maurice Manson 
lebors valiantly with the father role. 


Production is angeled by Columbia 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Pictures and story indicates good 
film possibilities In any event, 
‘Janie’ will establish Miss Anderson 


as having plenty of what it takes in 
the theatre and should catapult her 
into front line position for stage and 
screen attention. Burton. 





Gallatin Examiner, Tenn., died Aug. 
31 in Gallatin. 

Frank C. Reynolds, 58, newspaper- 
man, died Aug. 31 in Germonds, 
N. Y. On his death he was an ad- 
vertising staff member of the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 


CHATTER 

Edgar Price, film and stage critic 
for the Brooklyn Citizen, gandering 
Hollywood for the first time. 

Helen Kirkpatrick, Chicago Daily 
News foreign correspondent in 
Britain, due home within a fortnight. 

Harold R. Johnson, managing edi- 
tor and city editor of the Newark 
(O.) Advocate, inducted into Army. 

Al Martin, advertising director for 
Women’s Home Companion, in Hol- 
lywood to look over the film situa- 
tion. 

Nate Gross trekking back to his 
Chicago Herald-American column 





(Continued on page 62) 


‘Show Boat’ Benefit 
For Army-Navy Nets 
$9,600 in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Sept. 1, 


A benefit performance last week of 
‘Show Boat’ in the Municipal Thea- 
tre Assn’s alfresco playhouse in For- 
est «Park, with performers, tooters, 
grippers and other employees kick. 
ing in with their wages for the 
night, netted $9,600 for the Army- 
Navy Relief funds and resulted in 
the sales of $35.000 worth of war 
bends and stamps. with 10,587 pay- 
= laying $7,607 on the line, an- 
other $2,000 was added by the wages 
of every employee in the organiza. 
tion. This was the first time in 
the theatre’s 24-year-old career that 
a benefit performance was given. 

Sammy White was m.c. of an in- 
furmal presentation which wa3 
weven in with the bond and stamp 
sales. Gladys Baxter sold kisses to 
two men, each of whom purchased 
a $1,000 bond. When Bob Lawrence, 
baritone, offered to kiss any woman 
in the audience who bought a bond 
there were no takers, but Ed Love, 
the theatre’s cushion concessionaire, 
settled for a handshake when he 
bought a $1,000 bond. 


RAPP’S ‘NEEDLE’ GETS 
B’WAY OPENING DEC. 31 


ava) 
& 





Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Finishing touches are being put to 
the libretto of ‘Needle in the Hay- 
stack’ by Phil Rapp for opening New 
Year’s eve at the Winter Garden by 
the Shuberts. Rapp, who toiled for 
the Shuberts and Flo Ziegfeld before 
he turned to radio, for the past two 
years has been writing the Fanny 
Brice and Frank Morgan radio spots 
on Maxwell House Time. 

Rapp may also direct the musical, 
in which case he would commute be- 


tween the two coasts. Rehearsals 
for the musical begin in N. Y,, 
Nov. 1. 


‘First Murder’ For 
Zasu Pitts on B’way 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Zasu Pitts is deserting Hollywood 
for a while to appear in a Broadway 
stage production, ‘Our First Murder,’ 
written by Robert Presnell. Marion 
Gering is producing. 

A. H. Woods is also trekking to 
New York to rehearse a new legit 
play, ‘This Little Hand,’ authored by 
Wilfrid Pettitt, of Warners story de- 
partment. 

Arrangements have been com- 
pleted for the staging of ‘The Trick- 
ster’ by O’Bryen, Linnit & Dunfee 
in London with Alistair Sim as star. 

Laura Wilck negotiated the three 
play deals. 


Milw. Gets Early Legit 
Break With ‘Pirate’ 


Milwaukee, Sept. 1. 

Legit season here opens earlier 
than in many years past with Alfred 
Lunt and Lynn Fontanne in S. N. 
Behrman’s new comedy ‘The Pirate 
on Sept. 17-19 at the Pabst theatre 
(Ind) following the play’s preem 
Sept. 14 in Madison, Wis. Top will 
be $3.30. 

Davidson (UBO) will get 
Sept. 20 with return of ‘My Sister 
Eileen,” which, with Peggy Van 
Vleet and Effie Afton in the leading 
roles, will play at $1.50 top. ‘Angel 
Street’ and ‘Arsenic and Old Lace 
will follow. 


‘Fever’ 5G in Toronto 


Toronto, Aug. 29. 

With Michael Whalen of pix in the 
lead. ‘Petticoat Fever’ did excellent 
estimated $5,100 at the Royal Alex- 
andra here, with 1,551-seater scaled 
at $1.50 top. 

Last show of the summer season, 
Elissa Landi in ‘Mary of Scotland, 
opened yesterday (Mon,). 


SPECIAL ‘BEGGAR PRINCE’ 


Three special performances Of 
‘The Beggar Prince,’ Polish operetta, 
sponsored by the Committee for the 
Preservation of Austrian Art an 
Culture, will be given Sept. 25-27 at 





going 





the Cosmopolitan Opera House 
(formerly Mecca Temple), New 
York. 





Tickets will be at $2.20 top. 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


Gertrude Lawrence denies that she had any connection financially with 
the Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass., a prominent summer stock spot. 
Other than appearing in ‘Fallen Angels,’ which drew the best business of 
the season at Dennis, Miss Lawrence's only other connection with the 
Playhouse was to act as a hostess on Sunday evenings when soldiers and 
sailors from nearby camps were admitted gratis to the dress rehearsals 
and given cigarets, candy and ice cream. 

Last Wednesday (26) a benefit tea was held on the theatre grounds 
in honor of Miss Lawrence, and at the same time aid her book and game 
drive, part of the American Theatre Wing’s activities for men in the 
services. For a similar cause recently there was a ‘gala evening with 
Gertrude Lawrence’ at the Wianno Club on the Cape. There was an auc- 
tion which netted more than $2,000 for the Wing. One of the entertain- 
ment features was a number by the star during which men from Camp 
Edwards warbled with her, she singing other songs solo. 








In back of the plan by Robert Rockmore to present Paul Robeson in 
Margaret Webster's version of ‘Othello’ is a sidelight from another season. 
Rockmore is an attorney who is the colored star’s personal representa- 
tive and he occasionally becomes a manager. Several years ago he pro- 
duced ‘Dance Night,’ which dropped around $25,000, and of that amount 
$20,000 was put up by Howard Cullman. Latter has since cleaned up 
with pieces of other productions. 

Rockmore, however, is known to have invited Cullman to take an in- 
terest in ‘Othello’ so he could win back the money he lost in ‘Night.’ 
Several managers have been claiming that they would present Robeson 
in ‘Othello,’ after a concerted rush to get the rights when he opened 
sensationally in Cambridge, Mass., recently. Star’s concert dates extend 
into next April, but it is understood that Rockmore is attempting to 
get the recital contracts cancelled. If he succeeds, the Shakespearean 
tragedy will turn up on Broadway during the winter, otherwise it will 
be held until late spring or next season. 





When David Riehl, young Pittsburgh actor, grew too big over summer 
to resume his assignment this season as understudy for the boy’s role in 
‘Watch On the Rhine,’ producer Herman Shumlin didn’t have to look 
very far for a replacement. Riehl’s mother, in reporting one son’s sprout- 
ing during the warm months, told Shumlin she had another son who 
could fill the bill just as well. So this season it’ll be Donald Riehl in- 
stead of David waiting around in the wings in case something happens 
to one of the juvenile actors. Both Riehl boys have had considerable 
little theatre experience around Pittsburgh; so has their mother, who 
was featured in several plays at the Pittsburgh Playhouse. 





Although there has been mention of a flock of people and businesses 
who are contributing to the Army Emergency Relief Fund through ‘This 
Is the Army’ (Broadway, N. Y.), Playbill, Inc., which publishes the pro- 
grams for the show, has been quietly doing its bit, too. Exact amount of 
money donated from the ads in the program has not been computed, but 
was mentioned by Irving Berlin as a source of revenue. 

Understood that the cost of printing alone is around $1,000 weekly. 
Playbill, which has the program privilege in all legit theatres, is headed 
by Ralph Trier and Richard M. Huber. 


The historic Portsmouth theatre, Portsmouth, N. H., is due for rebirth 
as a legit house. Mrs. Walter Hartwig, owner-operator of the Ogunquit, 
Me., Playhouse (strawhatter), will take over for at least 10 weeks of 
stock starting around Sept. 14. Equity members will take part under 
direction of John Kirkpatrick. 

The Portsmouth, now being renovated, has been in disuse for 20-odd 
years except for occasional amateur minstrels, etc. Seats 1,700 (Ports- 
mouth has only 20,000 population). 








Report that Margaret Dale might leave ‘Lady in the Dark’ soon after 
the tour starts was in error. Miss Dale has a run of the play contract 
and is anxious to troupe with the attraction. Cora Witherspoon was 
mentioned as possibly going into the part a few weeks after the tour’s 
Start. 

‘Lady’s’ first stand out will be Philadelphia. Show was the last produc- 
tion by the late Sam H. Harris. His name as presenter will still be used, 
as it was in N. Y. after he passed away. 


Laurence Schwab received a commission in the Navy, but flunked his 
final physical examination, blood pressure being slightly high. As there 
is no limited service, he is now on inactive duty. Former producer was 





in the Navy during World War I. 

Schwab tried to get into the Army specialist corps, seeking duty in 
the camp entertainment end, but didn’t get to first base. He is cur- 
rently on a committee to speed recruiting in the Navy. 


Eva Le Gallienne could not appear in ‘Uncle Harry,’ Broadhurst, N. Y., | 
recently and one performance was cancelled. She had been playing | 
several days with grippe and a fever, so it was thought advisable to order | 
the short layoff and the actress made a quick recovery. 

Just before ‘Harry’ opened, Miss Le Gallienne had recovered from 
pneumonia, 


In a postcard to the editor, Thelma Spencer protests Bob Mack’s let- 
ter about reference to ‘wacky plays’ by William Saroyan. She says: 
‘Some day the managers and public will appreciate Saroyan, mark my 
word for it.’ 


‘ARSENIC’ L.A. CLICK AT 
226; ‘BLACKOUTS’ 146 


Los Angeles, Sept. 1. 

Posting a hefty $22,000 iti its second 
week at the Biltmore, ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace’ plays a return date after 
two weeks at the Curran in Frisco. 
Overfiow biz at all performances re- 
quired extra chairs down front. 

‘Blackouts of 1942’ caught its big- 
gest gross to date, $14,000 in the 10th 
week, which. scatters largest all 
around. Nights are capacity and 
matinees building strong due to swing 
shifters, who must get their enter- 
tainment in the daytime. 


‘Show Boat’, Smash 
$100,000 in 2 Weeks, 
Ends St. L. Season 


St. Louis, Sept. 1. 

The curtain was rung down Sun- 
day (30) on the 24th consecutive 
season of the Municipal Theatre 
Assn., which sponsors alfresco en- 
tertainment in the Forest Park play- 
house, with the two-week stand of 
‘Show Boat.’ Piece attracted a total 
of 146,399 payees and grossed an es- 
timated $100,000. The attendance 
during the second stanza reached 
74.610 and missed by 70 equalling 
the all-time weekly high. The blue 
ribbon mark was established by 
‘Balalaika’ during the last week of 
the 1941 season. 

Presence in ‘Show Boat’ of Jed 
Prouty. Sammy White. Gladys Bax- 
ter, Helen Raymond, Kenneth Spen- 
cer. John Tyres and Vicki Cummings 
in lead roles, plus raves of the crix 
and swell weather, combined to 
make the piece a sock b.o. attraction. 


‘SHOW OFF’S’ DET. 2D, 
$14,300, TOPS 1ST WK. 


Detroit, Sept. 1. 

Off to a record opening, Joe E. 
Brown, in ‘The Show-Off,’ topped his 
first week’s figures with estimated 
$14,300 in the second week of the 
comedy. First week’s figures were 
approximately $14,000 at the Lafay- 
ette, where a summer run was made 
with the top at $1.50. 

Star has been getting plenty of 
press here through patriotic efforts 
and the comedy seems set for an 
eight-week run to equal its prede- 
cessor, Billie Burke in “The Vinegar 
Tree.’ 


Current Road Shows 























(Sept. 2-12) 

‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ (stock)— 
Playhouse, Providence (7-12). 

‘Angel Street’—Cass, Detroit (7- 
12). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (ist Co.)— 
Curran, San Francisco (7-12). 

‘Best Foot Forward’ — Erlanger, 
Chicago (6-12). 

‘Blackouts of 1942’ (vaude)—El 
| Capitan, Los Angeles (2-12). 
| ‘Claudia’ (ist Co.)—Geary, San 
Francisco (2-12). 


‘Count Me Im’ (tryout)—Shubert, 
Boston (10-12) (premiere). 
‘Good Night Ladies’—Blackstone, 


'Chicago (2-12). 

‘Janie’ (tryout)—Erlanger, Buffalo 
(2-5). 

‘Magic’ and ‘Helle, Out There’ 
(tryout) — Playhouse, Wilmington 
(11-12) (premiere). 

‘Moon Is Deown’—Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh (2-5); Royal Alexandra, To- 


lronto (7-12). 


‘Porgy and Bess’ revival at the Majestic, N. Y., was 250 performances | 
old last night (1). When ‘Porgy’ passes its 255th performance, it will smash | 
Broadway's standing record for revivals, set by ‘Outward Bound.’ 
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Engagements | 
Wendy Barrie, ‘The Morning | 
Star.’ 
William J. Kelly, ‘Franklin Street.’ 
John McKee, Farrell Pelly, Bran | 
Nossen, Stanley Harrison, Jess | 
Barker, ‘Magic.’ 
Grover Burgess, Anne Driscoll, 
‘Hello Out There.’ 
Evelyn Brooks, Johnny Mack, 
‘Beat the Band.’ 
| Jack Smart, Lea Penman, Mau- 
Mgt. LOU CLAYTON rice Ellis, Muriel Rahn, Sayre 


c/o Variety, Hollywood 





Crawley, ‘The Pirate.’ 
Mitzi Green, Berni Gould, Eddie 
Mayehoff, Ruth Bond, Buddy Yarus, 














‘Let Freedom Sing.’ 
SAMUEL FRENCH Ernest Cossart, Lynn Phillips, 
Byron McGrath, Georgette McKee, 
SINCE (830 Daisy Belmore, ‘Angel Street’ 
AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVE (road). 
Plays for Stage, Screen and Radie William Prince, Mary Rolfe, 


Matthew Crowley, Clifford Carpen- 
ter, George Matthews, ‘Eve of St. 
Mark.’ 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
Sli West 7th Street, Les Angeles 

















‘Morning Star’ (tryout)—Walnut, 


| Priladelphia (7-12) (premiere). 


‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Har- | 
|ris, Chicago (2-12). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Em-'! 
pire, Syracuse, N. Y. (2-3); Masonic | 
Auditorium, Rochester, N. Y. (4-5);| 
| Erlanger, Buffalo (7-12). 

‘Priorities of 1942’ (vaude)—Shu- 
bert. New Haven (10-12). 

‘Private Lives’—Ford’s, Baltimore | 
(7-12). 

‘Pygmalion’ (stock) — Flatbush, 
| Brooklyn (2-6); Windsor, Bronx 
(8-12). 

‘Sailor, Beware’ (stock) — Wind- 
sor, Bronx (2-6). 

‘Show-Off’ (stock)—Lafayette, De- 
troit (2-12). 

‘Skylark’ (stock) — Playhouse, 
Providence (2-5). 


‘Strip for Action’ (tryout)—Nixon, 
Pittsburgh (10-12) (premiere). 
‘Vickie’ (tryout)—Playhouse, Wil- 


mington (5) (premiere); National, 
Washington (7-12) 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ (stock)— 
Mosque, Newark (2-6). 

‘Watch on the Rhine’—Loberto 
Santa Barbara (9); Auditorium, 


Long Beach, Cal. (10-11); Russ Audi- 
torium, San Diego (12). 

‘You Can't Take It With You’ 
(stock )—Flatbush, Brooklyn (8-12). 








Cool Temp. Further Perks B’way; 
Fun Up to $32,000, ‘Army’ SRO 486 





Change to cool 
rule through the final eight days of 
August and was accompanied by a 
general pickup in business along 
Broadway. That may portend lively 
attendance as the new season gets 
underway. One show is due this 
week (‘I Killed the Count’), but its 
debut was put over from Monday to 
Thursday (3). Another premiere 
next week, with further opening ac- 
tivity to follow. List loses two shows 
this week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy); D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (38th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Went to well over 
$9,000 and at that level plays profit- 
ably; import was rather a surprise 
click last season. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(84th week) (CD-893: $3.30). Picked 
up smartly and credited with $12,000; 
may stay through fall; Coast com- 
peny getting great money, grosses 
a being much higher than in 
N 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (42d week) 
(CD-712; $3.30). Another play from 
London that has been in the money 
right along; running on a seven-per- 
formance basis, with nights better 
than matinees; estimated around 
$10,500 last week; goes back on eight 
performance basis next week. 

‘By Jupiter,’ Shubert (13th week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). Finished out August 
with pace unimpaired, attendance 
approaching close to capacity and 
quoted at more than $27,500. 

‘I Killed the Count, Cort (CD-1,- 
064; $3.30). Presented by Frank Car- 
rington and Agnes Morgan; written 
by Alec Coppel; was slated to open 
Monday, but after previews manage- 


ment decided to postpone debut un-° 


tii Thursday (3). 
‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (43d week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Last seascn’s leader 


GRID CONTEST UPS CHI 
B.0.; ‘LADIES’ BIG $14,000 | 


Chicago, Sept. 1. 

Big influx of visitors into Chicago 
for the All-Stars football classic at 
Soldier’s Field resulted in  better- 
than average business for city’s duo 
of legit shows. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Good Night Ladies,’ 
(20th week) (1,200; $2.75). Remained 
at high level of attendance, grossing 
$14,000 





‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (15th 
week) (1,000; $1.65). Did a better- 
than-average week, running up 


$8,500 


‘Eileen,’ $14,500, Hits 
Summer Record in D.C. 


Washington, Sept. 1 

‘My Sister Eileen’ departed 
a fortnight’s stay with the best sum- 
mer business at $1.50 top rolled up 
ia the history of the National the- 
atre. For the final seven days the 
take was estimated at $14,500, which 
meant capacity for six of the eight 





performances. The Russell Lewis 
production of Coward’s ‘Private 
Lives,’ with Ruth Chatterton and 
Ralph Forbes, opened last night | 
(Monday). 


Regular season opens Labor Day 
night, when Frank Mandel will pre- 
sent the new Sig Herzig comedy, 
‘Vickie,’ with Jose Ferrer and Uta 
Hagen. 

‘This Is the Army,’ 
29 for two weeks, 
sale Labor Day (7). War 
ment plans an extra ticket 
little White House opposite the Na- 
tional. At the announced $5 top 
scale, ‘Army’ can do $48,000 here on 
an eight- performance \ week. 


‘Claudia’ Steady aS. F 
Big $16,500 4th Week 


San Francisco, Sept. 1. 
San Francisco's only legit attrac- 
tion, ‘Claudia,’ maintained a steady 
pace into the fourth stanza. 
Got estimated $16,500 at the 1,500- 
seat Geary, at $2.75 top. 


‘Moon’ 96 in Boston 


Boston, Sept. 1. 

Although the weather was vastly 
improved, business didn’t respond 
as expected for ‘The Moon Is Down,’ 
which wound up its second week at 
the Plymouth last week. 

Gross was okay 
mated $9,000. 


coming Sept. 


depart- 
office in 











weather was the, 


|charging $5.50 on Saturdays, 


of straight plays picked up more than 
scme others and gross approached 
the $13,000 level. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (146th 
week) (C-1,062; $3.30). Has been get- 
ting virtually as much or more than 
any straight play, despite the length 
of stay; quoted over $13,500; Dorothy 
Gish and Louis Calhern, entered cast 
Monday for six weeks, while Howard 
Lindsay and Dorothy Stickney are 
01) vacation. 


‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (40th 


week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Back with 
the musical leaders after a month’s 


| layoff; ought to hold its own against 


newer shows when arriving; capac- 
ity at night, with plenty of standees 
late in week; $29,300 quoted. 


‘My Sister Eileen,’ Beck (88th 
week) (CD-1,214; $1.65). Reduced 
rate in more commodious spot ap- 
pears to have turned the trick in 
ser.ding up the gross of long run com- 
ecy: claimed over $10,000. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (39th 
week) (CD-1,519; $440). Up with 
the best money getters in town; 
when 
spurted to 
the 


attendance is 
$32,000 last week, 
theatre-ward surge. 

‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (10th 
week) (R-991; $4.40). Nothing should 
stop this click from running far 
into new season; drawing attend- 
ance of standee proportions, with 
the pace consistently over $24,000; 
another ‘best week.’ 

‘Stars on Ice,’ Center (7th week) 
(M-3,000; $1.65). Came in about the 
time of the ‘Army’ show, which is 
only attraction topping the skating 
revue; $34,000. 

‘Uncle Harry,’ Broadhurst (14th 
week) (D-1,142; $3.30). Perked u 
considerably and topped $10,000; will 
|hold over into the new _ season; 
moves to Hudson Sept. 14, when 
‘Show Time’ (vaude revue) follows 
in this spot. 


heavy; 
indicating 





ADDED 
‘This Is the Army,’ Broadway 
(8th week) (R-1,942; $4.40). Has 


four weeks more including the cur- 


— week and could probably re- 


Blackstone, 


main through season; no decrease 
in ticket demand; 48,000 for the 
Irving Berlin soldier revue. 
‘Claudia,’ St. James (return en- 
gagement) (14th week) (C-1,520; 
$1.65). Making a much longer re- 
peat showing than anticipated and 
may move if another booking is 
made for this house; rated around 
$7,000, which is profitable. 
REVIVALS 
‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (32d 
| week) (M-1,774; $2.75). Leaving for 
|road soon; has made excellent record 
for revival and should fare very 
well out of town; rated over $17,000. 
‘The New Moon,’ Carnegie Hall 
(M-2,760; $2.20). Final and third 
week for revival; not as well re- 
garded as its predecessors in this un- 
usual spot; rated around $15,000. 
VAUDE-REVUE 


‘Priorities of 1942,’ 46th St. 
| $2.20). Final 
vaude_ revue, 





(1,347; 
and 24th week for 
which exits after 
scoring fine run; around $17,000 





after | 


begins its advance | 








J 
| 


though at esti- | 


claimed; another ‘Priorities’ due in 
prior to George Abbott’s ‘Beat the 
Band,’ coming in October. 


EARL CARROLL 


has always been noted for the 
beauty of his girls. He will 
present forty-eight of the 
prettiest girls in the world on 
the stage of the new Earl Car- 
roll Theatre-Restaurant in 
the Morrison Hotel, Chicago, 
on the night of Sept. 24. Cos- 
tumed in exquisite taste from 
original designs by Jean Le 
Seyeux—against the glamor- 
ous background created by 
Franklyn Hughes — these 
forty-eight young ladies will 
be truly worthy of the famous 
slogan ‘Through These Portals 
Pass the Most Beautiful Girls 
in the World.’ 


EYORK 
KING 


THROW A POSEY TO 


Irving Berlin for 30 Years 
of Master piece-ing 
Direction: Wm. Morris 
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Newsreelers Continue to Clamor 
For Actual Battle-Front War Clips 2°": :s'sssc'scises i 





propagandists are 
weapon for 


Government 
passing up a _ potent 
morale effect in not screening the 
actual battle shots in the various 
theatres of war, where the fighting 
Yanks are now active, according to 
newsreel heads. They claim Eng- 
land’s lead should be followed in 
screening battle front shots. 

Impressed on Washington officials 
by newsreel companies is the added 
value of such propaganda in rush- 
ing action pictures of actual combat 
to South America for showing there. 
This would offset the heavy run of 
Axis films showing their forces in 
action to impress natives with their 
military might. 
figure that pictorial 
record of such engagements as those 
in the Picific would go a long way 
toward buoying the spirits of United 
Nations peoples and, additionally, 
prove a strong asset in pointing up 
our own victorious fighting quali- 
ties. 

Situation will be brought to the 
attention of President Roosevelt and 
Elmer Davis in an effort to raise the 
censorship on showing battle films 
as a morale booster. Newsreelers 
say all Pacific battles have been re- 
corded on celluloid but high Gov- 
ernment officials have ruled against 
screening them at this time. 


Perhaps typical of the entire situ- | 
ation is the observation of a N. Y.| 
exhibitor, after leaving a screening 
of ‘Wake Island.’ He said: 

‘What is contained in that feature 
we should have had to some extent 
in newsreels months ago. It is the 
type of screen material calculated to 
make the public fighting mad—and 
of inestimable value in bolstering 
public morale. Why haven't the 
newsreels had some of that?’ 


Newsreelers 





| 


| 


Brasshatism 


The answer of the newsreels is 
that brasshat rules keep their ex- 
pensive camera crews from getting 
up to the fighting front. And even 
when a professional cameraman or 
man from the industry obtains foot- 


+ 





Wartime Switch 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Shortage of male thesps under 
war conditiens is the theme of 
‘100 Girls and a Man,’ to be pro- 
duced by Universal with Michele 
Morgan and Robert Cummings 
in the top roles. A few years 
ago the same studio filmed ‘100 
Men and a Girl.’ 

Picture, dealing with an all- 
girl orchestra touring Army 
camps. will be Henry Koster’s 
second producer-director job on 
the lot. 


‘Different’ Warfare Blame 
By Kaltenborn for ‘Poor’ 
Reporting of World War Il 


H. V. Kaltenborn, whose ‘Kalten- 
born Edits the News’ newsreel clip 
is distributed by Newsreel Theatres 
(Embassy group), has _ indicated 
to ‘Variety’ that perhaps the dif- 
ferent type of warfare in the pres- 
ent struggle as compared to World 
War No. 1 might account partly for 
the dearth of first-hand accounts, in- 
cluding newsreels, of the war front 
today. He indicated that there was 
a steady loosening up on the part 
of military officials towards news 
men, but the fact that the present 
war is not like the static warfare of 
World War No. 1 naturally would 
‘preclude quite so large a coverage. 

The commentator is just back from 











la five-day visit to England. 





ARMY RELIEF SHOW 
$75,000 IN THE TILL 


The Army Emergency Relief 
Show, ‘We’re All In It, Let’s Win 
It,” which plays Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y., on Sept. 30, has $75,- 
000 in the till and as much again 
pledged and due for collection by 
the end of the week. Show has 
set itself a $250,000 quota and wants 
to raise as much as possible before 
the Motion Picture Industry War 
Bond Drive, which Started yester- 





age, it is withheld from the reels for 
fear of divulging military secrets. 
On that score, one newsreel execu- 
tive, 
withheld for obvious reasons, 
pointed to the millions of feet of 
newsreel material being ground out 
by the Russians, the Nazis and Japs, 
via camera crews attached to mili- 
tary units. Reaction of this official. 
while not put in so many words, is 
that these countries apparentiy do 
not feel any military secrets are 
being divulged. And in the case of 
the Nazi and Japanese clips, the 


footage is always doctored to Zive | 


the public back home the impression 
that their troops are winning and 
with the minimum of bloodshed. 

‘From what I have been able to 
learn, he said, ‘the public 
coverage of the war where the fight- 
ing is going on. The average audi- 
ence feels that there should be ade- 
quate coverage of the war from the 
American side—and we're not 
ting it yet. Thus far, it seems that 
the brasshats fail to appreciate what 
this inspirational material means for 
the home front.’ 

Squawks directed at the newsreel 
claim the reels faked the Dieppe 
raid. However, most of them merely 
took old Commando raid material 
and frankly explained that this was 
the type of operation similar to the 
Dieppe attack. The part that annoys 
the newsreels in the U. S. is that 
thus far they have had no word that 
any motion picture material was 
photographed by American news- 
reel cameramen stationed in Britain. 

Even the 10-minute story of one of 
the © 1,000-plane raids on Germany 
was not done by U. S. newsreelers. 
American newsreel cameramen have 
been kept out of Iceland and Alaska. 
Even in Australia, to date, they have 
been stationed at out-of-the-way 
spots where news stories are infre- 
quent. And no comprehensive cover- 
age of many military establishments 
in this country has been photo- 
graphed by American newsreel 
crews although newsreels officials 
claim this would be good for home 
consumption. They aver it could be 
done without tipping any military 
secrets, too, 


cat 
Bek 











who asked that his name be} 


wants| . 


| day, gets a stranglehold on the pub- 
; lic purse. 
The show’s executive committee 
| has named a top man in every in- 
| dustrial and mercantile field in New 
| York City, from banking and 
| building to jewelry and brewery, 
| to organize his own sub-committee 
} and sell ducats. Most of the dough 
| to date stems from these commit- 
tees 

The $1.10 and 


been set aside for 


$2.20 pews have 
distribution to 


the servicemen and, as fast as the} 


donations arrive, the ducats are ear- 
marked fer army 
date all of the 2,848 buck-tens and 
half of the 3,004 two-twenties have 
been subscribed. 

Biggest problem at the moment 
is the publicity committee headed 
| by Carl Erbe, doing a 14-hour daily 
| Shift because of lack of aides. 
Plenty of names on the letterhead, 
but few of them work on the show. 
New York radio stations are hit- 
ting the line with spot announce- 


ments and on Sept. 7 will start air- 


] 4 


ing special shows being set by Jim 
Sauter, of the United Theatrical 
War Activities Committee. He is 
| also endeavoring to have the four 
} networks blanket the Sept. 30 per- 
formance, each airing a quarter of 
the program and, as they go off, 
| mentioning the succeeding network 
| by name 
| Idea behind the blanket network 
| coverage is to have the 
| audience show their appreciation 
(for the program by mailing in a 
| contribution for Army Emergency 
| Relief. 


Opens New Post Theatre 


Fort McClellan, Ala., Sept. 1. 
‘Going to Town’ unit of USO- 
Camp Shows, Inc., opened the Fort 
McClellan amphitheatre here last 
weekend during a two-night stand. 
Unit, comprising Roy Smeck, Joe 
and Jane McKenna, Three Sailors, 
16 Roxyettes and capably emceed by 
Georgie Woods, scored sensationally 
with the entertainment-starved sol- 
|dier audience, which packed the 20,- 
(000-seat concrete structure each 
evening. 











: . : | 
distribution. To 


listening | 


Exit, Mechanical Age 





Chicago, Sept. 1. 
Rialto, cooperating with the war 


trailers it has always used to adver- 
tise coming stage attractions, 

Instead, a specially-trained, six- 
foot two-inch chorine will walk 
across stage to music, bearing a huge 
placard advertising the new show, 
while copy is given over the loud- 
speaker. 


13 PAR TECHNICIANS 
SOUNDING IN SERVICE 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Sound department at Paramount 
has contributed 13 technicians in the 
last year to help Uncle Sam detect 
possible invaders in the air or under 
the sea. Latest is James Norton, 
sound operations superintendent, 
who has joined five of his old stu- 
dio colleagues at the Berkeley Ra- 
diation Laboratory, Berkeley, Calif. 
Others from Par in that lab, work- 
ing on the harnessing of atomic 
energy for aerial detection are Ralph 
Spotts, Harry Lindgren, Lloyd Rus- 
sell, EK. E. Cristie and John Pond. 

Seven more from the same lot are 
working up technical schemes to de- 
tect the movements of submarines. 
They are Donald Ross, Charles His- 
serich, Henry Fracker, C. G. Mc- 
Proud, Homer Tasker, Raymond 
Crews and Floyd Campbell. 











Cartoons to Help Speed 
Up War Defense Work 


Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

New unit is being added to the 
Hugh Harman Productions cartoon 
plant at Metro to handle educational 
films on war industries. Idea is to 
speed up defense production through 
a combination of live and cartoon 
lreels showing the latest and most 
| efficient methods. 
| To date, two-thirds oi the Harman 
|plant and personnel have been 
turned over to speed the war effort. 


Flock of Hollywoodians 


At Quantico Marine Base 
Washington, Sept. 1. 

There’s quite a Hollywood dele- 

gation at the U. S. Marine Corps 

base at Quantico, Va., and they all 

iturned out for the ‘Wake Island’ 











| 

}premiere last week. 

| Penny Singleton of ‘Blondie’ fame 
|came here to see her husband, Capt. 
|/Robert Sparks, before her 
| 

event arrives. When she found that 
| . . 

the Quantico medical detachment has 
some of the nation’s finest obstetri- 
cians she decided to stay here until 
the stork arrives. These ‘Devildogs 
lreally go for ‘Blondie’ and it is a 


‘ 


|No. 1 favorite at the post theatre. 
Lt. Edward Hundt, Jr., who was 
film editor for Edward Small pro- 
|ductions, is a hardy looking sea sol- 
dier and so is Lt. Barry Shipman, 
recently an MGM writer, whose wife, 
| Beulah MacDonald, M-G feature 
|player, is with him. Henry Freu- 
| lich, cameraman, arrived at Quan- 
| tico at 12:10 one day as a private. 
t 12:45 p.m. he was promoted to 
{elevation because they had a special 
}assignment for him. 

| Capt. William Halpern of RKO be- 
gins his day by reading ‘Daily Va- 
riety’ from Hollywood. Lt. Julian 
Lesser, son of producer Sol Lesser, 
has charge of film administration, 
and the base photographic section is 
| headed by Major Franklin Adreon, 
another Hollywoodite. 


master technical 


; One of the quietest but most pop- 
}ular officers at the post is Lt. Louis 
layward, who starred in Edward 
Small productions. The New York 
and Washington scribes found Lt. 
Hayward in the background and be- 
fore they would release him he was 
the hero of the Officers club. 


Quantico turned it on for the vis- 
itors. They were given a filet mig- 
non dinner at the Officers club and 
a party after the screening. Major 
General Harland M. Smith gave 
them the freedom of the post for 
an inspection trip which .included the 
flying field and bomber base. 


As for ‘Wake Island,’ the con- 
sensus of the 1,200 Marines who 
viewed the feature at the Post the- 
atre is that they can make the his- 
tory which takes this South Pacific 
base back. They want to avenge 
those valiant Marine defenders. 





blessed Harbor for the duration. 
| 
| 
| 


sergeant, a quick | 





draft deferment Aug. 1. His brother, 
George Lurie former owner of the 
Orpheum Buffalo, enlisted in the 
Air Corps, 





It’s Lieut. Dick Fishell 


Dick Fishell, WHN sportscaster 
and ‘Variety’s’ football oracle, checks 
into Quantico, Va., Marine Base as 
a lieutenant Sept. 20. He has applied 
for active duty. 

Coincidental with his enlistment, 
Col. E. E. (Swede) Larsen, erstwhile 
football coach, and now with the 
Pacific Fleet, has requested Fishell 
be assigned to him. 


Joe Betzer’s Spot 


Buffalo, Sept. 1. 

Joe Betzer, radio editor of the 
News here since 1939, has resigned 
to take a civilian scenario-writing 
job in the Training Film Production 
Laboratory of the Army Signal 
Corps, Wright Field, Dayton, O. He 
announced on WEBR, acted on WGR 
and did publicity work at WBEN, 
all local stations, from 1934-39. His 
permanent successor hasn't been 
named, Peggy Lindsey of the state 
desk is filling in. 





John Quinn In 
Kansas City, Sept. 1. 
John Quinn, for the last four years 
‘Variety’ correspondent here, U. S. 
Army, Fort Leavenworth, Kan, 
Walter Bodine, KCKN announcer, 
Merchant Marine, assigned to pub- 
licity duty at office here. 





Canton Theatreman Inducted 
: Canton, O., Sept. 1. 

Benjamin Schwartz, manager of 
the Ohio theatre here for the last 
three and a half years, has reported 
to Ft. Hayes, Coiumbus, O., for in- 
duction and assignment. He'd been 
associated with the Warner theatre 
chain for 12 years. 

Irving H. Solomon, manager of the 
Lincoln theatre in Massillon, O., has 
succeeded Schwartz as manager of 
the Ohio, 





Broadway Medicos In 
Capt. Edward Levy, Medical Corps, 
assigned to Station Hospital, Camp 
Forrest, Tenn. He’s the Broadway 
dec known to the show biz bunch. 
Another Broadway medico, Dr. Irv- 
ing Somach, just went to Camp 
| Rucker, Ala. 
Errol Flynn G*ing In? 
Hollywood, Sept. 1. 
Friends of Errol Flynn sense im- 
minent military service for the actor 
!when disclosed his yacht, the Sir- 
|roceo, has been tied up at Newport 





Another factor figuring in that 
conclusion is the recent enlistment 
in the Navy of the ship’s skipper, 


‘King’ Kingsley. [Flynn is 4-F, re- 


,;| jected because of athletic heart.] 


| Frisco’s Bunch 

San Francisco, Sept. 1. 
Ward D. Ingrim, commercial man- 
| ager of KFRC, now 2d Lieut. Ingrim 
lof Army Air Corps, at Miami Beach, 
\for training. 

Herb Caen, chatter columnist of 
the San Francisco Chronicle, Army. 

Herb Herzenberg, conductor of 
several KQW programs, captain in 
Army Ordnance Division, 

Sam Rosey, agent here, into Army 
{Saturday (5). 

Robert Letts Jones, publisher of 
ithe Evening News in nearby Vallejo, 
land former Frisco newspaperman, 
Marine Corps lieutenant. 





From Philly 
Philadelphia, Sept. 1. 

William Nace, WIP accounting 
department, Army. 

Bill Peters, WIP mail and stock 
clerk, assistant pharmacists mate, 
U. S. Navy. 

Hy Shapiro, press chief for Wil- 
liam Goldman circuit, U. S, Army 
Signal Corps. 





Federer’s Berth 


Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 1. 
Howard Federer, former manager 
of the Varsity theatre, assigned to 
Lincoln naval recruiting office after 
completing six weeks training. 
Federer has rank of chief petty of- 
ficer. 





Cleveland’s Newest Crop 
Cleveland, Sept. 1. 
Phil Porter, news ed of Daily 
Plain Dealer, a captain, Army air- 
force intelligence. 
Ken Means, house manager RKO 
Palace, returned to old trade as 





Continued from page (oe 
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s Roll Call 











steward on convoy ship sailing from 
West Coast. 


Joey Gottlieb, m.c., known on nit- 
ery circuit as Joey Bishop, placed 
in the special service office of en- 
tertainment division at Camp Robin. 
son, Ark. Writing comedy for two 
camp shows to be preduced this 
month, and emceeing both. 


Andy Anderson, owner of Log 
Cabin club, won five cases of likker 
when he enlisted. Friends thought 
he was too old to qualify but Andy 
a sergeant in first war, passed every 
test. Jack Copland, partner, to 
handle club during absence. 





More Hollywood In 
Hollywood, Sept. 1. 

Don Morgan, film press agent, 
Coast Guard. 

Milton Krims, 
Army Air Force. 

Billy Halop, film player, Army, 

Glen Haviland, film exchange man, 
Army. 

Hollister 
rines. 

Leif Erikson, screen actor, Navy. 

Jack Mass, music rep, Army. 

Rebert Northmore, film exchange 
auditor, Army. 

Wolfe Reade, film publicist, Army. 

Bob Smith, publicity planter, Coast 
Guard. 

Kenny Stevens, vocalist, Army. 

Craig Stevens, screen player, 
Army. 

Ben Cohn, film press agent, Army. 

Frank Saputo, radio musician, 
Army. 

Irving Kumin, film caster, Army 
Air Force. 

Charles Minor, exhibitor, Army. 

Lee Bonell, film actor, Coast 
Guard. 

Homer Skillion, theatre manager, 
Navy. 

Glenn 
Guard. 

E. D. 
Marines. 

Fred Stryker, songwriter, Army. 


screen writer, 


Noble, radio p.a., Ma- 


Ford, screen actor, Coast 


Harris, theatre manager, 


Earl Poggi, theatre manager, 
Army. 
Milton Sperling, producer, Ma- 
rines. 
Marvin Jones, screen player, 


Coast Guard. 

Irving Hedeen, studio technician, 
Army. 

Alex Hyde, orchestra manager and 
composer, Army. 

Grant Stone, cameraman, Army. 

Stanley Kramer, associate pro- 
ducer, Army Signal Corps. 

Desmond Marquette, film 
Army. 

Sammy Shack, film stand-in, Coast 
Guard, 

Jerrold 
Reserve. 

Sam Edwards, radio actor, Army. 

Byron Roberts, assistant film di- 
rector, Signal Corps. 

Hilton Kinless, film lawyer, Army, 

Jack Otterson, film art director, 
Army. 

Sid Lunt, 
Signal Corps, 

Don Morgan, 


editor, 


Barndt, producer, Naval 


laboratory technician, 


studio publicity, 


Coast Guard. 

William Baker, film research, 
Army. 

Stanley Kramer, production as- 


sistant, Army Signal Corps. 

Lawrence Bachman, screen writer, 
Navy. 

Edwin Bartlett, film player, Army. 

Guy Rennie, nitery performer, now 
Pvt. Herbert Lubari, Army. 

Les Forbes, film advertising, 
Marines. 

Edward P. Leonard, sound tech- 
nician, Army. 
Olaf Bolm, film research, Army. 
Murray Weintraub, talent agent, 
Marines. 
Gray 
Guard. 
John Cook, film agent, Army. 
Joe Newman, film director, Signal 
Corps. 

Bob Laning, radio publicist, Coast 
Guard. 

William Baker, 


Fiefield, film caster, Coast 


film research, 


Army. 
Frank Conners, film exchange 
Army. 
Jack Zander, cartoon animator, 
Army. 


Charles Piercy, film booker, Army. 

Julius Engel, film cartoonist, Army. 

Dan Karpan, cartoon animator, 
Navy. 

Harry Baldwin, Jack Benny’s sec 
retary, Navy. 

Bill Beggs, film agent, Army. 

Alan Hale, Jr., screen actor, Mer- 
chant Marine. 2 

Bruce Gear, film and radio busl- 
ness manager, Army. 


Phil Berle (Milton’s brother), 





Navy. 
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Broadway 


Bill Danziger back from Rio. 

Maestro Eddie LeBaron now in 
wartime special intelligence. 

Benito Collada, El Chico’s bon!- 
face, to Arizona for his health. _ 

Ruth Richmond spending vacation 
at Sea View Country Club, Absecon, 


. Oe 

Tom Waller, Par publicist, is un- 
dergoing treatment for a bad sinus 
attack. ; ; 

Joe Cook got rid of all his cocktail 
glasses because they were too small. 
Got bigger ones. 

Roger Clement, Paramount attor- 
ney, back on the job after an illness 
of several weeks. 

Bob Weitman returned Monday 
(31) after several days’ vacation 
with his family upstate. 

Otto Hulett will replace Paul Me- 
Grath in ‘Lady in the Dark,’ cast 
otherwise intact for road. 

Martha Hodge, actress-manager, 
and daughter of the late William 
Hodge, ill in Hollywood, 

Publicist Earle Ferris out of the 
hospital following a heart attack, but 
still recuperating at home. 

WB story editor Jake Wilk’s boy, 
Max, himself a theatrical publicist, 
into Camp Upton this week. 

Danny Ahearn, turned down by 
army at last minute, due for internal 
operation at St. Vincent’s hospital. 

When Romney Brent gets his com- 
mission, Gino Malo (Mrs. B.) plans 
going into Red Cross overseas ser- 
vice. 

Austin C. Keough, Par’s general 
counsel, up to his ears recently in 
UMPI and other matters, is on a va- 
cation. 

Sam Lewis the songwriter, tussled 
with a stuck window, result being a 
gash in his left palm requiring six 
stitches. 

T. X. Jones, accountancy execu- 
tive of the Wilby-Kincey circuit, in 
town huddling with Par theatre 
higher-ups. : 

Robert Reinhart, magico and one- 
time ‘Variety’ reporter, has specified 
himself as a conscientious objector 
to his draft board. 

The new Coffee Tavern in the 
RCA bldg., main floor, makes the 
33d restaurant in Rockefeller Cen- 
ter. Preemed Monday (31). 

Men in show biz who hold mem- 
berships in the Lido club at Long 
Beach, to be taken over by the 
Army, are wondering about refunds. 

Luba Malina, doubling from ‘Pri- 
orities’ into La Vie Parisienne, 
nitery, has been placed under con- 
tract by Lee Shubert for musicom- 
ed, . 

Unveiling for Mark Block, Newark 
theatreman, who died a year ago, is 
being held this Sunday (6) at West- 
chester Hills cemetery, Mount Hope, 
a 


Paul Murphy, Loew’s Ziegfeld 
manager, is on health absentee 


leave to build himself up for mili- 
tary service, as he wants to join the 
forces, 

Camel Cigs smoke ring display at 
Times Square is in the Army again. 
Last couple of months a gob was 
doing the rings, now the painters are 
daubing on the khaki. 

John Harkins, assistant to Mitch 
Rawson of the Warner h.o. publicity 
department, left for the Coast over 
the weekend to discuss angles on 
forthcoming WB pictures. 

John J. Wildberg, attorney asso- 
ciated in the production of the ‘Porgy 
and Bess’ revival, had his physical 
last week and expects to be called 
for service within two months. 

Sign space on the Mayfair Theatre 
Bldg., which has been vacant since 
Lvuew’s took over the theatre, is now 
a bally for Schaefer’s Beer. Sign i: 
urusual! in that it right-angles around 
the building. 

Playwright Andrew Rosenthal, 
after being inducted, found himself 
almost pronto in a hospital for six 
or seven weeks, and the Army mus- 
tercd him out as too much of a 
physical liability. 

Yeoman Bill Watters, former N.Y. 
and Hollywood writer and publicist, 
east over the weekend on week’s 


furlough, his first leave in more than | 


a year. Watters composed ‘Fight- 

ing Sons of the Navy Blue.’ 
Overseas Press Club has its first 

luncheon of the season today 


(Wednesday) at the Belmont-Plaza. 


Speakers will be Jan Ciechanowski. | 


Polish ambassador 
Harold Butler, 
the U.S. 

Worse than some of the class nit- 
eries around Gotham being taken in 
by phoney officers’ braid are the 
hyper-romantic gals v-ho have gone 
overboard. 
berg had one ame songstress com- 
pletely whacky about him. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


to the U:S.., 
British minister 


and 
to 








Jane Pickens headlining floor show 
at Crystal Terrace in the Park Plaza 
hotel, 

The Chandra Kaly dancers a _h.0. 
attraction at Starlight Roof of Hotel 

ase, 

The St. Louis Amus. Co. has sold 
the old Arco theatre, in South St. 
Louis, The house has been dark for 
years, 
pony. Searpelli, owner of Club 
Yantation, midtown nitery, in New 
‘ork booking talent for winter 
S€ason. 


Missouri’s 42d annual state fair at 


alia, Mo., open ast week be- 
fore a mob of Te oes" immy Lynch’s 

ath gers is one of the enter- 
tainment features, 
_Sergt. Joseph C. Cochran, sta- 
tioned at the Jefferson Barracks Re- 
placement Centre, had a small role 
in ‘Show Boat’ at the Municipal The- 
atre Assn.’s alfresco theatre in For- 
est Park. He played a 6l-week run 
with Ethel Barrymore in ‘The Corn 
Is Green.’ 

The Army Relief Fund will receive 
$20,938, the profit from the one-week 
run of ‘Ready On the Firing Line, 
an original musical comedy produced 
by soldiers from the Ft. Leonard 
Wood, Mo., camp several months 
ago. The St. Louis Variety Club 
sponsored the show. 

‘My Fair Lady,’ written by Mar- 
garette Scott Lawler, a native, will 
be presented by the Town Square 
theatre, strawhatter. Willard Hol- 
land, director, will have lead role. 
Cast includes Juanita McGuire, 
Ralph Cook, Wallace Culver. Mal- 
colm Collins, Jay Holmes, Wright 
— Thomas Heim and Evelyn 

ears. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





vackie Cooper pencilled into the 
Stanley for week of Sept. 11. 

Both Stanley and Warner coming 
around to gal ushers. They’ll install 
‘ei next month. 


Singer Betty Smiley and Private 
Wesley Schelhaus will exchange ‘I 
do’s’ in October. 


Betty Lee expects to join the Met 
ballet when her partner, Joe Lee, 
goes into the army. 


Singer Ruth Wayne, now at Yacht 
Club, going into new Georgie Hale 
musical in the fall. 


Bill Fields in town month ahead 
of the Lunts, who come to the Nixon 
Oct. 5 in ‘The Pirate.’ 


Margie Mahar has left the Broad- 
wav Debs at the Villa Madrid to try 
for a Broadway show. 

Joe Lescsak will be the pianist at 
the Bar of Music when Al Mercur 
opens his downtown spot. 

d Bartell, whv used to be with 
Earl Truxhall’s band, now singing 
v.. ' the Tommy Carlyn outfit. 

Ann Barrett, local gal who was in 
‘Panama Hattie,’ signed for the Ger- 
trude Niesen film, ‘Follies Girl.’ 


London 


Yaughter born to comedian Rich- 
ard Hearne and his actress wife, 
Yvonne Ortner. 

Maurice (Bill) Ostrer ill again 
with recurrence of oJd throat trou- 
ble, and is now recuperating at 
Tring. 

Tom Arnold's ‘Happidrome’ re- 
turns to Blackpool for five weeks, 
then comes to Wimbledon theatre for 
fortnight. 

Walter Mycroft, former produc- 
tion director of Associated British 
at Elstree for a number of years, is 
writing a book about that village. 

Lady Yule’s recent purchase of 
Rock Film studios, in Elstree, has 
caused change in name of studios. 
They are now known as National 
Studios. 

On and off several times, Sydney 
Howard is now definitely signed for 
lead in J. P. Priestley’s ‘When We 
Are Married,’ which British National 
is to make in the fall. 

British National has completed the 
Max Miller film, ‘Asking for Trou- 
ble,’ which is now in cutting process. 
Will take two months before it’s 
ready for trade showing. 

All shows in the West End now 
start around 6:30, to avoid sending 
patrons home in the blackout. Last 
shows, where there’s twice-nightly 
policy, have dropped off consider- 
ably. 

George Black is appealing against 
his recent fine of $8,000, with similar 
amount inflicted on ‘Paprika,’ com- 
pany which he is operating, for hav- 
ing bought dress materials without 
coupons. 

Noel Coward acting in the West 
End for the first time in six years. 
He took over the part played by 
Cecil Parker in his own play, 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ at the St. James, Par- 
ker taking a holiday. 

Sydney Burns’ Rosaire’s circus has 
been booked by Moss Empires for 
two weeks in each town, opening 
Sheffield Nov. 18. First time twice- | 
‘nightly attraction has been booked | 
there for fortnightly stamds. 

Newly formed Three Admirals | 
have been signed with the Lucan 
and McShane ‘Old Mother Riley’ 
unit, which starts touring the sticks, 
opening Palace, Blackpool, Sept. 21, 
with Moss and Stoll circuits to fol- 
low. | 

George Elcock, who resigned from 
Odeon circuit, which he helped to | 











Mrs. Pete Dana, wife of U ex- 
change manager, home again after 
vacationing for two months in the 
east. 

oe Flynn here drumbeating new 
‘Hellzapoppin’ and Reuben Rabino- 
vich in getting town excited about 
‘Priorities.’ 

With Jimmy Murray moving over 
to KDKA as publicity director, John 
Trent will fill his sports commercial 
at WCAE. 

Bill Stich, former theatre supply 
man, has resigned his GOP nomina- 
tion to state legislature to remain in 
defense work. 

Drummer Hal Davis has quit the 
Airliners for a spot in Al Marisco’s 
band. Eugene Fabrisi replacing him 
with Airliners. 

Allan Overands (he’s saxman with 
Freddy Nagel and she was formerly 
of Orrin Tucker’s Lorraine Sisters) 
expect a baby. 

‘Strip for Action’ company ar- 
rives Sunday night (6) and will re- 
hearse here for three days before 
opening at Nixon. 








The phoney Col. Luna- | 





. 

Chicago 
E. T. Gomersall, western division 

manager for Universal, visiting the 

| Chicago exchange for a few days 

| Fifth Avenue theatre, a new neigh- 

| borhood house, opened last week in 


| Gary. Pete and Jim Bikos owners. 
| Larry Koerner of the William 
| Morris Agency staff, joined the 


| Army this week. No replacement as 
' yet. 

‘Pride of the Yankees’ 
a fanfare of trumpets 
night, house a complete sellout pre- 
ceding performance. 

Harry Delmar, production 
USO-Camp Shows, in town 
gander at talent and confabs 
production schedule 

Tack cards exploiting the Army 
Relief Show, slated for Sept. 2 open- 
ing, were recalled because the copy 
was improper in several instances. | 


opened with 


nead at 


on fall 


| Heads of the various Chicago cir- | 


cuits and theatres will remain in the 
city over Labor Day in order to help 
spearhead the September Bond 
| Drive, which is sizzling locally. 

Frank Thielen, one of the origina- 
tors of WUMA, who sold out to 
Great States, has disposed of the last | 
of his holdings in the Aurora Race | 
Track and Aurora’ Exposition | 
Grounds for $150,000. 

Meeting of all Chicago press agents, | 
amusement editors, newspaper pro- | 
motion managers, etc., was held in} 
Blue Room of Hotel Sherman last | 
week to cook up publicity and ad- 
vertising campaign for September 
Bond Drive. 

Dave Nathanson, who_ recently | 
sold his PRC franchise in San Fran- 
cisco, spending a few days in Chi- 
cago on business. Other visitors to 
Chicago include Ben Kalmenson of | 
Warners, here on business, and 





; manager 


Harry Goldberg, circuit ‘advertising 
for Warners, on inspection 





tour. 


Wednesday | 


to! a | 


create with late Oscar Deutsch, has 
purchased the Broadway cinema, 
| Walham Green, and Mayfair, in the 
East End of London. They are both 
indie houses. 
Government has 
the Mount Royal to be used for 
American troops. To make it easier 
for those civilians who have been 
staying there for years, 25% of them | 
are allowed to stay on, with re-] 
mainder to be military. 


commandeered | 





William Parnell, son of the late 
Archie Parnell and grandson of 
Fred Russell, reported missing in 


the Middle East, where he was serv- 





ment. He was formerly manager of 


Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 





at Bath and Turf Club. 
Andrews Sisters skedded for Labor | 

Day weekend at Hamid’s Pier. 

' Glenn Miller returns to Hamid’ 

| Pier Sept. 5 and 6. Dick Rogers | 

| plays Sept. 5, 6, 7. 

i; Jimmie Lunceford’s 

concert Friday (28) 


orch played 
under direction 


of Arctic Avenue Y.M.C.A. 
| Pyt. James L. Bates, Hollywood 
|}organist; Pvt. Paul Lauretta, who 


| drew ‘Superman’ cartoons, and Capt. 
John W. Ehrle. former Broadway 
actor, among those at Army Ajir 
Force Center here. 

Jack Beck, manager of Globe the- | 
atre (burlesk), has gone to Water- | 
bury, Conn., and Hartford to open | 
two theatres there. Aaron Cohen is 
in charge of Globe here until it 
closes Labor Day night. 

Everything ready open ‘Mis: 
America’ beauty pageant Sept. 7 at 
Warner theatre on Boardwalk. Looks 
like Army Air Corps will make up 
most of audience this year. Bob 
Russell to event as in pasi 
two vears 


to 


emcee 


Cleveland | 


i 
By Glenn C. Puilen 

Alceo Pierre, cafe operator, and 
Clara Rada, his pianist, hitched last 
week, 

John Patt. WGAR, rounding out 20 , 
years in radio biz with anniversary | 
party. 

Griff Morris, who gave up band 
to become inspector in defense plant, | 
heading for Army. 

Gertrude Menzel quit RKO Pal- 


ace for General Electric plant after | 
being chief usheret nine years. 
Frederic McConnell] raising Play 
House’s curtain in October with | 
| Maxwell Anderson’s ‘Eve of St. | 
Mark.’ 
Ray Sennes, nitery booker now | 


stationed at Camp Lee, and Jeanne 


Schiesser wed at Petersburg, Va.. 
last week a 

Leon (‘Poison’) Gardner, singing 
pianist, returning to Fenway Hall 


ing as a corporal in the Tank Regi- | 


the Croydon Empire theatre. |__ Tyrone Power 


Josephine Delmar heads new revue} B 


with Don Di Flavio to awaken its 
Coral Room. 

Sophie Tucker drummed up De- 
fense Bond sales in song auction for 
Army and Navy Relief meet at 
Thistledown track. 

Freddie Myers, who can't get mu- 
sic permit for his Paradise Cafe, in- 
tending te form new nitery part- 
nership with ‘Doc’ Philly. 

Harry Newcombe, director, known 
on radio as Hank Keene, became 
father of son last week. Mother's 
the former Jeanne Fadden, ‘Miss 
Ohio of ‘37. 

Addie Williams here to start sub- 
scription season at the Hanna the- 
atre, the 15th city to join the The- 
atre Guild fold, with Lunts, in 
‘The Pirate,’ breaking the ice Sept. 
21, 

George Young, Roxy burlesk op- 
erator, invited to the capital Mon- 
day (31) by Abbott and Costello to 
attend testimonial luncheon given 
for them by Secretary of Treasury 
Henry Morgenthau, Jr. 





Miami 


By Leslie Harris 





Bernice Claire holdover at Bali. 

Ned Sparks slated for Olympia 
appearance. 

Arthur Schwartz new manager of 
Tivoli, local Par house. 

Binnie Barnes in town to visit hus- 
band Lt. Mike Frankovitch. 

Perry Lafferty, formerly with CBS, 
will enter Officers Candidate School. 

Larry Schwab plugging establish- 
ment of municipal operetta season 
for Miami. 

Cary Grant reported to be shortly 
joining ranks of Officers Candidate 
School here. 

Cecil Van Nordstrand, formerly 
pianist with late Hal Kemp, slated 
to enter service with Signal Corps 
band. 

Bill Hightower, former WIOD 
spieler, now with NBC in New York. 

Local nitery biz spotty, with SRO 
Saturday nights, 


Washington 


Rick La Falce, of Warners’ pub- 
licity, into the Army. ' 
Orson Welles notified all the city 








|desks and told all at a Mayflower 


cocktail session. 

American Theatre Society and 
Theatre Guild announced plans for 
the season at a Variety Club brunch 
yesterday (1). 

D. W. Griffith went out to Bolling 


Field and gave some of the Ajir 
Corps photographers a few lessons 
on the camera. 

‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ which 


| Secretary of the Treasury Morgen- 


thau has seen five times, comes to 
the Earle Sept. 11. 

Bucky Harris, manager of the 
| Senators, after specialist's commis- 
| sion with Army to administer base- 
| ball’s contribution. 
just didn’t care 
| He gave Annabella a sweet kiss after 
| his enlistment while the Mayflowe1 
| Lounge sippers gaped. 

Carlton hotel got most of the stars 
here for the bond drive, Result was 
lobbies haven’t been so packed with 
autograph hounds since the Birthday 


all 


President Roosevelt turned down 
quite a few first-run specials to take 
a private peep at ‘The Big Shot.’ 
Asked for a picture without any war | 
in it. 


All Washington night clubs are in 


ij the money. Looking forward to 
, smashing winter business. ‘Treasure 
Island, latest class spot, opens after 
Labor Day. 

Republic Pictures is first with a 
story about the WACCs. Script of 


‘Yankee Girl’ now in the hands of 
Col. W. Mason Wright for a War de- 


| partment green light. 


War department gave out all of 
the tickets for the ‘Command Per- 
formance’ radio show at the National | 
thealre and kept them in the rmiii- | 

family. Plenty of squawks 
New Haven 
By Harold M. Bone 

Lou Schaefer’s boy Dick now a 
Marine 

Mrs. Leonard Sang is new man- 
ager of the Lincoln 

Bijou (Tuesday) is town‘s only 
vaude spot currently. 

Freda Svirsky’s operation cost her 
22 pounds. But okay now. P 

Local promoter mulling winter 


stock for suburban West Haven. 

Will Osborne unfurls Sunday band- 
vaude season at Shubert Sept. 13. 

Savin Rock amusement park due 
for early fold after hectic idimout) 
season. 

Stony Creek climaxed eight-week 
strawhat season Saturday (29) plenty 
in red. 

Louis Townsend, New 
strawhat impyesario, reports 
biz for season's last half. 

Jupe Pluvius washed 


good 


out three | 


Milford 


| war 


Hollywood 


Mel Riddle joined RKO’s advertise 
ing department. 

Duncan Sisters back in town after 
night-clubbing around. 


William Farnum in the hospital 
for a possible operation. 


Dick Purcell filed suit for divorce 





against Ethelind Terry. 

Adele Rogers St. John, mag 
writer, filed divorce suit. 

James Reid, fan mag_ writer, 


joined 20th-Fox publicity staff. 
Ginny Simms returned from a 
three-week visit to Mexico City. 
Col. Darryl F. Zanuck planed to 
Washington on a military mission. 
Harry Willson appointed vice- 
president of the Zeppo Marx agency. 
Bette Davis was elected president 
of the Hollywood Canteen for serv- 
icemen. 


Y. Frank Freeman back at his 
Paramount desk after homeoffice 
huddles, 

Leon Schlesinger at his beach 


home while his cartoonery is closed 
for vacation. 

Margaret Hayes and Leif Erikson 
filed suit for annulment of their re- 
cent marriage. 

Alexis Smith and Craig Stevens, 


film players, announced their en- 
gagement to wed. 
Michele Morgan postponed her 


wedding to William Marshall for two 
weeks because of flu. 

George Dembow, general manager 
of National Screen Service, in town 
for huddles at Fox-West Coast. 

Jean Gabin, French actor, back in 
town following a trip to Mexico to 
comply with immigration laws. 

Variety Club, Tent No. 25, cele- 
brated its first anniversary with a 
shindig at the Ambassador hotel. 

Terry DeLapp, once studio pub- 
licity chief at Paramount, moved 
into Universal in the same capacity. 

Tyrone Power back from New 
London, Conn., to wash up his last 
picture before joining the Marines. 

Edgar Bergen played 51 shows 
during his 12 days of entertaining 
the soldiers in Alaska and the Aleu- 
tians. 

N. Peter Rathvon, president of 
RKO, arrived in Hollywood for hud- 
dles with Charles W. Koerner on 
future productions. 

Henry Cox, treasurer of National 
Theatres, moved in with his staff of 
assistants from New York to open 
permanent offices here. 

Joan Bennett tossed a fiesta on her 
hillside estate for the American 
Women’s Voluntary Services to raise 
funds for recreation at Army camps. 

George E. Bodle, attorney for a 
dozen film guilds and unions, ase 
sumed new duties as special assist- 
ant to regional director of U. S. 
Manpower Commission. 


Mi e 
inneapolis 
By Les Rees 
_ Edyth Bush Little Theatre reopen. 

ing with ‘Funatics of 1942.’ 

Joe Floyd, Welworth circuit Sioux 
Falls, S. D., manager, a visitor. 
_Wife of Fred Ableson, Universal 
| city salesman, returning to hospital. 

George Smith, Paramount western 
| division manager, in town for few 
days. 











Ray Herbeck into Happy Hour 
nitery, with Ada Leonard under- 
lined, 
| Abe Gill former Farmington, 
Minn., exhibitor, inducted into Army 
| here. 


| ‘Still Waters 
| University of 
| season. 


| 
| Roiler 


Run Deep’ opening 
Minnesota Playhouse 


j Derby at Auditorium 
| wound up most successful local en- 
| gagement. 


‘Gone With Wind’ to return to 
| Century for second run, pop-price 


engagement. 
| State, Minnesota Amus. Co. house 
at Sioux Falls, S. D., closing to per- 


mit installation of new seats 

Film Row Bowling jJeague sus- 
pending for duration because so 
|} many members are in armed force 

‘Darktown Scandals’ from New 
York Famous Door into Turf nitery 
with cast of 35. neluding 10-s l 
line. 

Twin City Variety Club tying up 
with theatres in drive to obtain old 
| phonograph records to swell charit 
fund. 
|} Charles Winchell of Minnesota 
| Amus. Co. in New York for Para- 
mount’s ‘Wake Island’ publicity 
parley. 

Bill Decker, Paramount shipper, 


inducted into Navy and given fare- 
well party and gift by fellow em- 
ployes. 

Orpheum’s stage show underliners 
include Claude Thornhill, Woody 
| Herman, Jan Garber, Bob Crosby 
j and Benny Meroff. 
Don McElwaine here from M-G 

studios to confer with War Activities 
committee regarding Hollywood 
stars’ visit for bond drive. 

Latest efforts are to obtain early 
| winter engagement of Army's big 
show, which cancelled when 
use of University of Minnesota foot- 





Sunday community concerts in aj ball stadium was refused, 

row on maestro Eddie Wittstein. With three supplementary acts, 
Chandos Sweet treks back to | Harry Stevens, Carole and Sherod 

Broadway after a summer as busi- | and Barbara Lee, Frankie Gelson’s 


ness manager of a hayfield troupe. 
Localite Spencer Berger has bought 

some of the John Barrymore relics 

for eventual presentation to Yale. | 


local orchestra holding over at Hotel 
Nicollet’s Minnesota Terrace follow- 
ing departure of Dorothy Lewis’ ice 
revue after eight-week run. 
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OBITUARIES 


FLOYD J. ST. CLAIR 

Floyd J. St. Clair, composer, ar- 
ranger and editor of Cleveland 
branch of Sam Fox Publishing Co. 
for the last quarter of a century, 
died Aug. 23 in Cleveland from a 
heart attack. 

Nearly 50 o1 St. Clair’s 71 years 
were spent in music, starting in his 
home-town of Johnstown, Pa. He 
studied piano and organ in Pitts- 
burgh, later taking up the cornet 
professionally when he entered the 
orchestral field. He became organist 
of Trinity Congregational Church 
when he went to Cleveland, handling 





the console for the Alhambra, nabe 


New England show business more 
than 40 years, died Aug. 28 at his 


home in Dorchester, Mass. He also 
had been manager of the Old 
Lyceum, Olympia, Columbia and 


Gayety theatres, all in Boston. 
Surviving are two sons and three 
daughters. 





DR. W. WELLINGTON MASSEE 

Dr. W. Wellington Massee, 69, 
author and playwright, died Aug. 27 
in New York. 

Although principally active in edu- 
cational work, Dr. Massee had 
written 30 one-act plays and au- 
thored the books, ‘Modern Drama- 


IN MEMORIAM 


Marcus Loew 


September 


Sth, 1927 





theatre, from 1913 to 1915, in addi- 
tion to conducting the Shrine fra- 
ternal brass band for 15 years. St. 
Clair composed more than 500 semi- 
classical numbers, overtures and 
marches. 

Survived by widow, three sons, 
seven grandchildren and one great- 
grandchild. 





EUGENE LEFEBVRE. 

Eugene Lefebvre, 62, Quebec thea- 
tre manager, died of a heart attack 
Aug. 23 at his Montreal home. 

Lefebvre had been in theatrical 
business for 30 years in the province 
of Quebec. At his death he had been 
manager of the Francais theatre, 
Montreal, for the past seven years 
and prior to that had managed the 
Rivoli and Plaza theatres, Montreal, 
and the Granada in Sherbrooke. He 
worked with United Amuse. Corp., 
Ltd., for the past 20 years. 

FRITZ SCHAFUS 

Fritz Schafus, 71, former German- 
American comedian, died Aug. 23, 
penniless, in Eloise hospital, Detroit. 
He came to this country in the ’80s 
and for years played both in vaude- 
ville and in beer stubes. 

During pre-prohibition Schafus 
operated the Berlin Cafe, Detroit, 
which passed out during World War 
1. Later, during prohibition, he op- 
erated a ‘blind pig’ (speakeasy). 
For the last years he had been in- 
digent. Friends in Detroit took care 
of the funeral arrangements. 

C. L. PARSONS 

C. L. (Poss) Parsons, 50, sports 
director of KOA, Denver, died Aug. 
27 of a heart attack while on vaca- 
tion at his summer home in West 





tists’ and ‘The Best of Oscar Wilde.’ 
Widow, son and daughter survive 





MADGE FOX 

Madge Fox, 68, died Aug. 22, in 
the House of Calvary Cancer hos- 
pital, Bronx, N. Y. She was a top- 
flight musical comedy performer, 
formerly the wife of agent Max 
Hart. 

Further detals in vaudeville sec- 
tion. 





ROBERT R. WILKES 


Robert R. Wilkes, 74, with the New 
York World for 40 years and later 
with Metro in New York, died Aug. 
28 at Erie, Pa. 

Services in Flushing, N. Y. 





WILLIAM A. MENNIE 


William A. Mennie, 58, executive 
with several musical instrument 


IN LOVING MEMORY OF 


WILLIE BERGER 


10 YEARS 
SEPT. 3—1932 





menufacturers, died Aug. 30 in Port 
Jefferson, L. I, after a long illness. 





ARTHUR TODD 


Arthur Todd, 47, cameraman at 
Warners, died Aug. 28 in Oceanside, 
Cal., of a heart attack. 

Sarah (Sadie) Kelly, 70, 
N. Y. Sunday (30). She was ward- 
robe mistress for Max Gordon pro- 





Yellowstone, Montana. Before join- 
ing the station, Parsons was for 17 
years sports editor of the Denver 
Post. He was slated to become news 
editor of KOA Sept. 10. 

Surviving are his widow and a 
son, C. L. Parsons, a lieutenant in 
the Army air forces. 

ROBERT DAVEY TAYLOR 

Robert Davey Taylor, 33, stage 
and radio player, died Aug. 23 on 
vacation at Cuba, N. Y. A former 
English instructor at George Wash- 





In Commemoration of My Beloved 
Friend and Theatrical Mentor 


PAUL ARMSTRONG 


Who Passed 


BEN J. PIAZZA 


Away Aug. 30, 1915 


ington University, Washington, D. 
C., Davey branched off into theatri- 
cals. He was a member of the De- 
troit Repertory Theatre and on Sta- 
tion WWJ, Detroit, at the time of 
his death. 

Leaves three sisters and a brother. 





JOHN WILLARD 

John Willard, 57, playwright, died 
Aug. 30 in Hollywood of a heart at- 
tack. 

Willard,‘ author of the play, ‘Cat 
and the Canary,’ also wrote ‘Fog’ 
and ‘The Blue Flame,’ among other 
plays. In London he produced the 
play, ‘Twelve Hours.’ He had re- 
cently finished a novel on China. 

Widow survives. 





RALPH L. RIPLEY 
Ralph L. Ripley, 69, manager of 
the Codman Square theatre in Bos- 
ton for 13 years and prominent in 





ductions, having started in that work 
with Comstock and Gest. Deceased 
was mother-in-iaw of Arthur Wiili, 
RKO talent scout. 





E. Henry Simmons, 50, motion pic- 
ture projector in Akron, O., and 
brother of Allen T. Simmons, owner 
of WADC, Akron, O., died Aug. 28. 

Widow, son and daughter also sur- 
vive. 





Mrs. Will A. Palfreyman, mother 
of David Palfreyman head of Mo- 
tion Picture Producers & Distribu- 





; her home in Angela, Ind. 


} 
j 
| 
| 





Mother of Al O’Keefe, Universal's 
western district manager, died Aug 
| 28 in Minneapolis. 

' 





years, has been appointed a captain 
in the Army Air Forces, 

| Lewis B. Rock, president and 
| chairman of the board of the Jour- 
nal Herald Publishing Co., Dayton, 
O., has been commissioned a major 
in the U. S. Marine Corps. 











Twilight Mardi Gras 


Continued from page 1 


light that will seep up from the dim 
bulbs in the parade, but the crowd 
figures to be on hand by then. 

Business at the Island has been 
off about 25%, due to the dimout, 
with operators staying out of the 
red thanks to the servicemen, heavy 
late-evening trade, and hefty week- 
end biz. Boys who are really taking 
a licking are the electricians, who 
can’t flip a switch although the 
juicers at Luna Park sneak their 
overhead lamps, include the 10,000 
bulb towers, on for a few minutes 
early Saturday evenings. 

Most noticeable change is the 
Negro trade, which often outnumbers 
the ofays. Luna has a ‘Darktown 
Follies’ show with Harlem hoofers 
booked by Arthur Bryson that of- 
fers a 40-minute show for a dime 
and pulls well with the servicemen 
and Negroes. Hottest item are the 
ballgames with the wooden milk- 
bottles flanked by sketches of Hitler, 
Hirohito and Mussolini. 


MARRIAGES 


Eve Dechert’ to Edward Rosen- 
baum, in Philadelphia, recently. 
Groom, former legit advance man, 
is Columbia Pictures representative 
in Philly. 

Mary Jane Krug to Russell T. 
Townsley, in Wichita, Kas., Aug. 22. 
Groom is with station KVGB, Great 
Bend, Kas., and his family owns the 
station and Great Bend Tribune. 

Gypsy Rose Lee to Alexander 
Kirkland, in Highland Mills, N. Y., 
Aug. 31. Bride is the actress and 
novelist, currently starred in ‘Star 
and Garter,’ Broadway musical; he is 
actor and producer, now featured in 
‘Junior Miss’ at the Lyceum, N. Y. 

Nell Schelky to Robert S. Tange- 
man, Sept. 2, in Columbus, O. She’s 
radio and concert vocalist: he’s as- 











| 
died in | 








| Literati 
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_ 


a month’s vacation in Holly- 
wood. 
Harry N. Connelly, Fort Worth 


newspaper reporter and_ publicity 
agent since 1927, to Miami Beach as 
lieutenant in the army air forces. 

Bob Myers, former Associate Press 
sports reporter, is handling World 
Wide features in Hollywood, succeed- 
ing Ted Gill, who has returned to 
general news coverage. 

Shelby (N. C.) Daily Star now has 
the first girl sports editor in North 
Carolina. Catherine Bailey took the 
post when the army called the sports 
editor several days ago. 

Ingraham Read, v.p. and Coast 
manager for Paul Block and Asso- 
ciates, was named publisher of 
Hearst’s Oakland Post-Enquirer, suc- 
ceending Morris Penter, who retired 
because of ill health. 

William L. Powers, managing ed- 
itor of the Youngstown. (O.) Vindi- 





cator and with the paper for 22 





|sistant professor of music history at 
| University of Indiana. 

| Kay Daly to Lt. John J. Emerich, 
|U.S.N.R., last week in New York. 
|Bride is in the Blue network sales 
service department. 

Leonora Corbett to John F. Royal, 
Aug. 29, in New York. She’s British 
actress currently appearing in ‘Blithe 
Spirit’ at the Booth theatre, N. Y.: 
he’s v.p. of NBC. 

Grace Cocper to Don Thompson, 
Aug. 25, in San Francisco. Bride is 
Coast radio actress; he’s Coast radio 
producer. 

May Domay to Johnny Morrison 
in Bowling Green, O., Aug. 24. Bride 
is half of a sister dance act: groom 
is xylophone player and nitery m.c. 

Irene Lee to Lt. Aaron Diamond, 
U. S. Navy, in New York, Aug. 27. 
| Bride eastern story editor for 


| 
|Sam Goldwyn. 





is 


BIRTHS © 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Swezey, 
daughter, Aug. 24, in New 


secretary of the Blue network. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sammy Walters, son, 
in Pittsburgh, Aug. 20. Father’s with 
Frank Natale trio at Union Grill, 
Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hollister, son, 
in Pittsburgh, Aug. 24. Father’s for- 





| tors theatre division, died Aug. 25 at| mer radio sportscaster now on Post- 


| Gazette editorial staff. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Gus 
| daughter, in Altoona, Pa., Aug, 20 
| Father’s a theatre owner there. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Capuzzi, son, 
in Pittsburgh, Aug. 21. Father owns 
the Princess theatre in Republic, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs, Russell Metty, daugh- 


ter, in Hollywood, Aug. 22. Father 
1{;is RKO cameraman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Rawlings, 
daughter, in Hollywood Aug. 22. 


{Father is in Warners camera depart- 
| ment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Philip N. Mitchell, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
Mother is the former Mona Merton, 
dancer; father’s a sound technician 
at Columbia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Morgan, son, 
is Hollywood, Aug. 28. Father is 
film actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard L. Levin- 
son, daughter, in Hollywood, Aug. 
28. He’s the radio scripter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Michaels, son, 
in San Antonio, Aug. 22. Father is 
sports announcer for KABC, San 
Antonio. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. Wolfe Gilbert, 
daughter, Aug. 19 in Hollywood. 
Father is the songwriter-publisher. 

Mr. and Mrs. John McCormick, 
twin daughters, Aug. 31, in Holly- 
wood. Father heads own talent 
agency. 








York. } 
Father is legal counsel and assistant | Stricter. 





Notopoulos, | 
| hotels where they are quartered. 














of a service hardened non-com. 
Feet, accustomed only to desk tops 
and the thick pile of office rugs, trek 
eight miles to the bridge at the 
northern tip of Miami Beach where 
they simulate attack on an enemy 
which turns out to be the other half 
of their own class. Saturday eve- 
nings, on limited leave, the space 
under restaurant tables is strewn 
with tan shoes surreptitiously shed 
fo: the duration of the meal. But 
the physical problem is the lesser 
half of the trick. By the end of the 
second week the middle-agers are 
tough enough to stand retreat in the 
sun, their tropical helmets shading 
faces no longer contorted in that 
miserable pain caused by unac- 
customed exercise. 

Mental metamorphosis is the feat 
that this school accomplishes with 
remarkable ease. Wall Street op- 
erators are crammed with military 
law. Movie directors learn the no- 
menclature of a side of beef, and 
how to serve a squadron without 
wasting a ventricle. Radio exec- 
utives, Hollywood 10%ers and shoe 
menufacturers draw countless types 
of planes to memorize the silhouettes 
for instant recognition. Minor poets 
become gargoyles in gas masks 
learning practical defense against 
chemical warfare. 

Roney’s New Role 

Public speaking is taught in a 
former beauty parlor hard by the 
Roney Plaza Pool Deck, where 
civilians still cling to their ca- 
banas. Military public speaking 
means getting over your point to the 
men under you while bombs burst 
and your soldiers falter for lack of 
leadership. « This condition is simu- 
lated in the beauty parlor by the 
entire class heckling the speaker. 
Boy, how those bank presidents and 
branch managers and college pro- 
fessors shed their years and inhibi- 
tions to hurl derisive shouts, pierc- 
ing finger whistles and catcalls at 
the unfortunate officer victim. He 
struggles through this schoolboy 
pandemonium to make his orders 
clear. Then, when he is finished, 
they all give him a hand measured 
by his success in overcoming their 
rudeness. The loudest speakers 
seldom win out. It is the man with 
the eagle eye for his audience who 
times his verbal thrusts and gets 
over his main point in a lull. And it 
he who would be heard and 
obeyed in actual battle. 

Supply is one of the most impor- 
tant courses, and one of the chief 
branches in which the executive 
ability of these men will be utilized. 
If an officer, after leaving the 
school, finds himself in command of 
am airdrome on an isolated island 
and one of his planes flops to the 


is 


ground with a broken prop and 
needs a new one, supply teaches 
him—How to get it—Where to get 


it— and to GET it. 
AK’s and the Woives 

A separate group is the Officers 
Candidate School. The routine for 
these younger men, selected by 
merit from the ranks, even 
Their course lasts 12 weeks, 
and for the first three they are not 
allowed off grounds at all. One 
young bride complained that she 
could only see her husband by stand- 
ing on the edge of the drill grounds 
and waving when he came by. And 
then a whole company waved back 
at her. Up to now the older men 
the OTS have been allowed to 
have their wives with them in the 
If 
a poll were taken of both schools no 
doubt a reversal would be in order. 

The OCS training is substantially 
the same as OTS, but more emphasis 
is placed on the strictly military 
phase of army life. If a man fails 
he is sent back to the ranks, but if 
he comes through he is an officer 
with flexible ideas that, in this new 
branch of the army, has not had 
time to develop into traditions that 
stymie initiative. Most graduates, 
with hardly time for a deep breath, 
are sent to airdromes at home and 
abroad. A few are retained as in- 
structors at the OTS, and it is 
heartening to see how the older men 
admire these kids who know their 
stuff and dish it out without fuss or 
fury. Bank presidents thrill more at 
a word of praise from the fledgling 
teachers than they would have a few 
weeks back if a depositor walked in 
with half the gold from Fort Knox 
under his arm. 

What’s Gable Got? 

A while back rumors that Clark 
Gable, Buddy Rogers and Don 
Ameche were here in the OTS 
threw the local newspapers into a 
fit of high school flutters, and now 
Gable has actually arrived as a pri- 
vate selected for training in the OCS. 


is 


in 


Wartime In Paradise 


Continued from page 2 








Foolish females line the streets, hop- 
ing for just a glimpse of the man 
who clutches Lana Turner to his 
breast in many a priapic closeup, 
They yell at the marching men want- 
ing to know where HE is. The 
tanned, husky lads tramp by in 
silence that masks disgust, but the 
other day one forgot he was part 
of a machine and shouted back, 
‘Hell, sister, what has he got that 
we haven't got?’ And taking a good 
look af them, sister, what has he? 

South of the Roney the Air Force 
Basic Training Centre is spread out 
over dozens of the ocean and bay- 
front hotels formerly devoted to the 
scalping of the suckers, a pastime 
never out of season in Florida. This 
establishment consists of enlisted 
men brought here for three weeks, 
taught close order drill, given in- 
struction in the elements of army 
life, and interviewed closely to find 
what job they are best fitted for. 
Then they are given practical tests 
to see if their claims are justified, 
A guy who says he is a mechanic 
works on a motor, a baker has to 
bake, a farmer is given a bulldozer 
to run, and then all are rated and 
assigned according to results, Of 
course there is no spot in this man’s 
army for a perfume salesman or a 
bookmaker, but a healthy majority 
of rookies are sent to jobs for which 
their experience has best fitted them. 
Off duty the men are lonely hearts, 
They wander around in groups look- 
ing for blonde trouble, but seldom 
finding it. A favorite game is to 
catch an officer off guard, preferably 
when he is walking with a girl, come 
up to smart salute in unison just 
when he thinks he has passed them 
unnoticed so that he must snap his 
arm up in embarrassed return; or 
better, much better, to salute an 
officer on a bicycle and wait for him 
to return it. Regulations do not re- 
quire the return, but the second 
lieutenant is generally surprised into 
it, always wavers perilously on the 
bike, and has been known to fall off. 
It is hard to blame the boys, for this 
is the salutinest place. Some of the 
new jeeps even salute uniforms in 
the store windows. 

Big Greeting Card Biz 


Writing postcards is a must, of 
course. ‘Hello, Joe, what do you 
know? Here’s where I live. They 


say Betty Grable slept in my bed. 
I'd like to see her try to get it back. 
Ha, Ha!’ Or another picture of 
the hotel where the soldier is sta- 
tioned. ‘X marks my room,’ it says, 
picking out one high up on the ocean 
front. ‘Would cost you 20 bucks a 
DAY, but Uncle Sam is paying my 
bill. Some army, eh?’ That there 
are three other jeeps in a room 
stripped of drapes, ornament, rugs, 
anc all but bare necessities he does 
not say, but perhaps he figures that 
would be military information. 

The South Beach amusement pier, 
which in gaudier days housed Mr. 
Minsky’s burleque, has been stripped 
and fitted out by the ladies of the 
Beach as a boxing arena, canteen, 
reading room and dancehall for the 
enlisted men. Bus loads of selectees 
from the young women of Greater 
Miami become Saturday night Cin- 
derellas and are danced to distrac- 
tion by the talkative jeeps, their 
tongues and toes loosened by free 
beer. Alongside the pier the city 
has built a lovely little park smack 
on the sea, and for the sum of 5c 
a soldier may swim from the very 
beach that, in his grocery counter 
days seemed as distant as Shangri- 
La. 

The Basic Training Centre has its 


own band of 60 men which plays 
popular and classical music with 
equal authority. There is a first 


flight violinist, a Metropolitan Opera 
singer, a barber shop quartet, and 
a few well known actors among the 
morale builders. Three boys from 
Columbia Broadcasting, enlisted men 
all, have worked out a weekly radio 
program called ‘Coritact.’ It goes 
on the air over a local station, and 
has the pith and polish of profes- 
sional entertainment. 

Of course there are civilians here, 
living out in the sun, fishing the gulf 
stream, and swimming the beaches 
from Government Cut to Baker's 
Haulover, 

But the moon over Miami shines 
on khaki these days. And the big 
time operators who created a shore- 
line of ornate white towers to make 
a nation’s playground built better 
than they knew. They are none too 
good for the guys who are going to 
fix it so that the worst menace un- 
der a Miami moon will again be the 
fading belle on the loose who insists 
on driving with one too many zom- 
bies under her girdle. 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





Art Schmidt Protests 
New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

I would like to protest a story 
which appeared in the Aug. 26 issue 
of ‘Variety.’ It claimed that The 
McSorley Mounted Literary Society 
was ‘partly owned’ by Perry Charles 
and Ted Friend. That is not so. 
The society is leased by Charles and 
Friend, but it is not owned by them 
in whole or in part. 

Together with several other Mc- 
Sorley members, including Ned 
Brown, Jack Pulaski, Paul Schoen- 
stein and Ray Bell, I want also to 
protest against the treatment ac- 
corded to Gladwin Hill’ of AP in 
‘Variety.’ Hill was not caught steal- 
ing Ned Brown’s watch at the last 
meeting, which was held at the Fifth 
Avenue hotel. The story, as origi- 
nally released to ‘Variety,’ was to the 
effect that Ned Brown contemplated 
spending a weekend at Watch Hill, 
R. I, in the company of Sterling 
Noel and Mitchell Benson. No one 
said anything about anyone stealing 
a watch. 

The only thing which your reporter 
got right was to the effect that Carl 
Kurbin, Doc Marcus and Harry Mc- 
Ardle acted as a reception committee, 
which was as correct as far as it 
went, but failed to include my name. 


I was a member of the reception, 


comittee too, 
Art Schmidt, 
Corresponding Secretary 





How Songwriters May Help 
New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

For the past three months I have 
been working in city hospitals, giv- 
ing so many hours each day for 
whatever assignment I am handed. 


This is not a flag-waving gesture, 
but a duty in a desire to do my 
little bit in Volunteer Citizen De- 
fense. With so many doctors, 
nurses, ete., being called into the 
service you cannot imagine the 
frightful shortage of help in the 


city hospitals, better known as the 
hospitals of the poor people, and in- 
cidentally these hospitals are over- 
crewded with the suffering poor. 
My purpose in writing this letter 
is to call the attention of other song- 
writers to this opportunity to do 
their bit, particularly fellows who, 


like myself, are too old to enlist. 
But there is no age limit to this 
work. I, myself, am 60 on my next 


birthday. The work is clean, in- 
formative from a medical standpoint, 
and deeply appreciated. As _ for 
writing songs one can take out all 
the time needed for tufning out 
ditties. I see so many writers around 


the Brill building and at Lindy’s, 
reading the scratch sheets, when 
they might be better off giving an 


hour or two each day to something 
worthwhile like this, and it woula 
be a 


nice gesture on the part of the} 
songwriting fraternity. I hope some | 
of the older boys will take an inter- | 


€ work. There is 
muneration except that grand feeling 
that one is at least doing something 
to help the cause—and health is 
mighty important to victory. 
Eugene West. 
Where’s Harry Reynolds? 
Bronx, N. Y. 


t in this no re- 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 


Would appreciate if you can give | 


locating my uncle, 
Harry Barker. He was in vaudeville 
about 30 years ago. The name of 
the act was ‘Reynolds & Ashley’; he 
sometimes used the name Harry 
Reynolds. 

I understand that about five years 
ago he was working for the WPA 
Theatre Project as a stagehand. He 
must be in the 60s now and I am 
anxious to locate him, 

Gertrude B. (Mrs. James) Loughlin 

3441 Fish avenue, 


me any aid in 





Paging Art Richards 
New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Some 23 years ago my son played 
ou the Orpheum Circuit out of Chi- 
cago. My residence has been in El 
Paso, Texas. Through the many 
years, and perhaps for the reason 
that I remarried during that time, 
we lost contact with each other, and 


for these long 23 years I have heard | 


nothing from him. 

My search has been far and wide 
and for the past three years, since 
lam in New York, I have been seek- 
Ng some information regarding his 
whereabouts, all to no avail. Will you 
Please publish this letter with the 
hope that he might see it, or that 
“omeone who knew him might rec- 
°snize the name and possibly help 
Ne find him. 


He was Richi 


born as Abram irds 


and ter took the name of Ado 
Richards, and still later was known 
as Art Richards. I think possibly 
there might be someone who will re- 
member him and tell him that I am 
looking for him. 
Mrs. Anna Price, 
701 W. 180th street, N. Y.C. 


Entertaining AEF 
London, England. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

On the advice of the secretary of 
the American Red Cross Club I am 
wrifing you a news item which 
might interest you. I am touring 
with ENSA, a four-handed show, and 
would like to say we were the first 
of these shows to have the pleasure 
of entertaining the American troops 
and navy. I enclose the names in 
my four-piece show: 

Fred and Peggy Bryant, comedy 
duo. 

Pamela Daye, soprano. 

Barbara (Red) Stetson, 
dancer. 

This show has played to great suc- 
cess to your boys and they all re- 
quest a return visit. We have a show 
of one hour and 30 minutes of com- 
edy, singing, dancing and music, and 
speed is our keynote. 


rhythm 





Fred Bryant. 














Treat Actors Nice | 


Continued from page 4 


again, after a three-day rest, if al- 
lowed out of bed. 


Virginia Gilmore goes into the 
tour, is cancelled because of a swell 
part in a new picture, tried to de- 
cide between her picture chore and 
the bond drive, and winds up back 
on tour. 


Herbert Marshal! had to be can- 
celled suddenly because of illness in 
his family. And the case of Bette 
Davis is of the on-again-off-again 
variety, but in spades. Miss Davis 
was set for Boston, cancelled because 
of bad health due to extra work on 
Hollywood Stage Door Canteen, and 
went back on the list again only to 
collapse in Kansas City after five 
days on tour. Miss Davis was can- 
celled amidst loud squawks from 
spots where she was booked, and 
went back on tour again aaginst 
doctor’s orders. Her Warner pro- 
duction slate had to be set back two 
weeks. 

Reasons for sudden cancellations 
are numerous, varied, legitimate and 
often as important as the bond drive. 
Henry Fonda suddenly had to be 
cancelled out because he enlisted in 
the Navy. Ditto for Tyrone Power 
in the Marines. Norma Shearer, set 
for the latter part of the tour, got 
married and was cancelled. She 
came in again, however, and will 
spend her honeymoon selling bonds. 





Doob, in his message to bond cam- 
paign workers, points out: ‘This is 
war; have bonds to sell; real 
Americans want to buy bonds; they’l 
buy bonds from Sophie Glutz if 
they’re sold properly, maybe not as 


we 


many as from Hedy Lamarr, but 
they'll buy. Please do your best— 
work under handicaps—and try to 


understand the problems involved. 
Everybody can’t get top. stars. 
Everything can’t be grooved and 


| oiled.’ 














Canteen Capers 











cut'~umm, Continued from page 4 


hive the other 11 a.m. Said Miss 
Marshall Selena Royle and a 
group of canteeners already buzzing 
around 
“What 
early?” 
Miss Royle, taking her 
hand, said ‘Come, see.’ 
They toured the kitchen, where 
| things were buzzing; then the hang- 
out of the food checkers; then 
canteen itself. Drudgery was all 
that Miss Marshall could see as far 
as the eyes could sée. 
Said she: ‘When shall I resign—- 
now or later!’ 





to 


are you all doing here so 


by the 


Two novices were overheard 
the ladies room discussing the com- 
parative merits of Lynn Fontanne 
and Ethel Barrymore. Said one: 
| “The best performance ever was 
given by Ethel in that play with the 
|funny name. You know, ‘How 
| Green Was My Corn’.’ 

Selena Royle wants it known 
| that more and more records are 
needed. They wear out almost 
as fast as the girls’ nylon hose. 

Particularly needed are _ re- 
cordings of ‘Goodnight Sweet- 
heart. Suggestive? 





the 


in | 

















Payroll Traffic | 
Continued from page 41 | 
announcer at KDKA is Willard 


Fraker, from WKPA, New Kensing- 
ton, Pa. 





Hartford. — Russell Naughton, of 
New Britain, has been named an- 
nouncer on the staff of WDRC’s 
FMer, W65H. Mikeman Elliot Miller 
of the same station has resigned to 
go on active duty with the Civilian 
Air Patrol. 


Kansas City—Staff at K49KC,. new 
FM station here, owned by the Com- 
mercial Radio Equipment Co. and 
managed by Bob Wolfskill, includes 
Milton Woodward, chief engineer; 
Earl Chamberlain, operator; Jimmy 
Burke, chief announcer, and Betty 
Davis, program director. 

Bruce Grant, formerly with WHO, 
Des Moines, has joined the announc- 
ing staff of WHB. 

Joseph Sullivan is the latest ad- 


dition to the announcing staff of 
KCKN, replacing Walton Bodine, 
who has enlisted in the merchant 
marine. 


Seattle. — Bob Ackerley, 
caster at KOMO, left Monday 
for San Diego for training in the 


Navy as a specialist, first class. 





St. Louis. — Virginia Vogel has 
been hired by KWK as assistant 
news editor and becomes the first 
femme at that station to hold such 
a post. The station lost two of its 
news men in the past few weeks to 
the armed forces. 





New York.—William Fariss joins 
WHN as program manager of the 
frequency modulation outlet, 
W63NY. He was most recently pro- 
gram manager and newscaster for 
WCOP, Boston. 


{Troop Carrier 


sling Circus Booking Longer 
tands As War' 


ime R.R. Measure. 








Command, Miami 
Beach. Gene Poteet, former studio 
technician for the radio dept. of the 
St. Louis Police Dept., succeeds Cas- 
tanie, 


San Francisco.— Mary Belding 
Scribner, news and publicity woman, 
was named news editor at NBC- 
KPO to succeed Robert Barrington, 
who took a Government job. 

Mary Jane Porter was transferred 
from thesaurus to assistant to Fay 
Pattee, NBC-KPO sales 
rector, to replace Helen Stenson, re- 
signed. 





Boston.—Ray Howard, formerly 





news- | 
(31) | 


master sergeant. 


traffie di- 


with WLLH, Lowell, joined WEEI 
announcing staff, replacing Art King, 
| who left to join U. S. Marines at 
Parris Island, S. C., with rating of 











Bills Next Week 














Detroit, Sept. 1. 
Because of transportation difficule 
| ties, Ringling Bros. Circus is playe 
ing longer stands this year and prob- 


| ably will follow a similar policy next 
season, 

Hours late on its opening here bee 
cause of transportation delays, the 
circus has been set in for six days, 
ithe longest run in years, whacking 
up the stand with three days each 
on the east and west sides of the 
city. Big tent biz also is up enough, 
it was felt, to warrant the longer 
playing dates with the consequent 
curtailment of smaller centers on 
the usual itinerary. 


The circus management feels that 
it does not want to be placed in the 
position of competing with troop 
| trains and defense materials on the 
| busy tracks—not to mention oil 
, transportation. Transportation has 
| become the Big Top’s greatest head- 
ache with the circus train frequently 
standing for hours on sidings while 








Continued from page 56 
Grace Lynn 


Frases Patumbo's Rosalie Juvanelli 


Frankie Schluth 


Boyd & Smith 
Iris Wayne Mario & Marina 
Jeanettes Elton Brown 


Dixie Fenton 
Dave Vanfield 
Ethel Brown 
Viette Wingo 
Jovettes 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Swan Club 
Troy Brown 
Cirillos 3 


Valentine 
Gloria French 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Gene Eyman Ore 
Ritz Carlton 
Howard Lanin Ore 
Roman Grille 





i Lane Sis 
Wade & Wade Maxine Coleman 
Keeley & Kaye Baron Lee 


Little Sketter 
Claudine 
Sandy McPherson 


Vincent .Rizzo Ore 
Town Tavern 
Princess 
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over music librarian job at station.| Cork and Bottle | 7c. La Beile 
Satie | Lloyd Fox - 
7.94 ’ i Coloniai i Redd’s Cafe 
Portland, Ore.—Walton McKinney, |]  spitainy Ore ; Rudy Paul Ore 
| staff tenor cof KOIN-KALE, is in the]  gddie Peyton's ae gt eed ‘. 
navy now. Left the station for the | Geo Overhoit Ore mddie Paimer 
see Aug. 15. a a Squirrel Coop 
~ ’ lario A) hl 
Frank Hemingway has left the an- | 51 Club Ray Dunn 
nouncing staff of KOIN (CBS) to]... qarsnis FP sne gg ere 
join the opposition, KGW (NBC). | pat McCauley | Snowball Jackson 
Newcomers to the KOIN-KALE | linda Cotta Trelon 
musical staff are Pauline Jorgensen, | 1 y Cole Joey Reynolds 
; : “ee mae al [Freddy Rose 
for viola and violin, and Gladys ce J a | ea . pe 
Johnson, violinist. Hotel Fort Pitt | Yacht Club 
Mrs. Mary Phalen, former free-; .., Bailey Ore | fo Middleman Or: } 
lancer from Lows Angeles, joined the | Johnny pettobets | _ e uae 
ary mm M ; Harry Walton | Ja sie Miles 
continuity staff of KOIN-KALE. Jessie Wheatley Joe & Betty Lee 
— Hotel Henry tuth Wayne 
e Miaco 
Regina, Sask.—Barry Wood, an- (Silver Grill) | aes 
}nouncer with CKCK, Regina, moved | Nests l3immy Gamble 01 
to CJVI, Victoria, B. C., as produc- (Gay 90's) | Dick Ross 
tion manager. | Dorothy Nesbitt } Union Grill 
Oscar Gullander, announcer with | Hotel ith Avenue | sammy Walters 
CJRM. Regina, gone to University | sd A Bigley 4 a . - i is 
05 Eh AS 7) | Escorts ; Mil and 
of Toronto, and anneuncer Bob Hill | Hotel Roosevelt Villa Madrid 
to Royal Canadian Air Force. Pearl | ,, artinn ' ne” deeds 
Powell added to announcing staff. Bob Moss Mark 
Billie Joyce J ) let rthy 
——- | Yvonne & Vict 
i ‘ " " . a Hotel Schenley \ “ SB 
St. Louis.—Frank Castanie, assist- | piny winds Ore fi lie Lletts 
ant supervisor in the engineering | Jey Lind ca lg 
13 ‘ic Aer hee 1 came the 17th | Hotel Wm _ Penn ietory annge 
dept. at KMOX, has become the hg | gees Mah | ears, 
r “7 he station to ioin the FRilds stizone ; 7 
member of the station . =~ poser peg Webster Hall 
country’s armed forces. He has been SS oO 
‘omr , oned first jeu t the By F 


69th St. Rathskeliler 


Chang Lee 


Gloria Dale Barbara Joan 
Marty Devine Orch Johnny Wages 
River Drive Ter Trans Atlantic L’'ge 


troops roll by on the main tracks. 


However, there was one hearten- 
ing thing for the circus. Although 
Army officials and defense plant of- 
ficials here had protested the circus 
as ‘too distracting’ to men in the 
arsenals, the City Fathers ruled the 
circus essential to morale and gave 
the green light to the local engage- 
ment. 


ITALIAN CIRCUS 
STRANDED IN 
VENEZUELA 


Caracas, Sept. }. 

Unable to secure permission to 
trave) within Venezuela because he 
is Italian and his wife is Austrian, 
Aversa Pietro Blacaman, lion tamer 
and circus owner, is stranded in 
Maturin, Venezuela. 
The circus has been in the interior 
| Venezuela city more than a month 
and Blacaman says his 30 lions, 70 








crocodiles and assorted animals, in 
j}addition to his 66 artists and 
laborers, are costing him over 1,000 
bolivares ($300) a day to feed. He 
was scheduled to appear in Quiri- 
quire and Caripito following his 
Maturin appearance, but is held up 
by strict Venezuelan rules regard- 
ing traveling by Axis nationals in 
petroleum producing states 

Blacamen ays that. if he is not 

) iven permission to continue 
his journey or to return to Caracas 
| he will shoct the lins and burn the 
circus. 


WIND WRECKS BLDCS. 
AT OHIO PARK; 6 HURT 


Sept. 1. 
Six persons were injured and a 
| roller-coaster structure blown ever 
lby a near-cyclonic wind that 
wrecked part of Geauga Lake Park 
i last week 


Cleveland, 


Customers injured trapped 
n the summer resort's bingo house 
land penny arcade, which were 
leveled when one end of the sky ride 
fell on those buildings. 
timated at $50,000. 


were 


Damage es 
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Continued from page 1 
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ida this winter, although troops and 
war supplies will, of course, have 
first call on all facilities, 

Optimistic outlook was revealed 
when Lockwood, following his Wash- 
ington visit, conferred here with E, 
P Owen, Jr., secretary of the Florida 
| League of Municipalities. Lockwood 

; first vicepresident of the league. 
| After receiving assurances from 

war transportation officials that 
tourist travel will be permitted this 

winter, the two Palm Beach officials 
a ‘ 


contacted overators of the resort 

| City’s seasonal hotels and shops and 

1 le 1ed they plan to open for the 
— 
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THE PUBLIC’S GOT DOUGH! 
M-G-M’S GOT HITS! 




















Just when the public 
is rolling in dough, 
M-G-M is rolling in 
HITS! Isn’t it lovely! 
ONE! TWO! THREE! 

CT . ..- Right off the bat 
iil, ~ THREE GREAT 
M-G-M HITS to start 
the New Season. And 
they’re just part of 
Leo’s First Group, the 
GREAT EIGHT! 


eT, aa er he 
ry ee of 











j 
with Robert Sterling + Patricia 
Dane «+ Reginald Owen + Lee | 
Patrick » Charles Dingle « Screen 
Play by Marguerite Roberts. 
Adaptation by Walter Reisch. } 
Based upon a Cosmopolitan ' 
Magazine Story by Charles : 
Hoffman « Directed by WESLEY § 
RUGGLES + Produced by : 
PANDRO S. BERMAN + A ; 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture. ' 


with “Rags” Ragland - Ben Blue 
Marsha Hunt + Virginia O’Brien 
Alan Mowbray + Dan Dailey, Jr. 
Jackie Horner + Screen Play by 
Jack McGowan and Wilkie 
Mahoney »« Based on the play by 
Herbert Fields and B. G. DeSylva. 
Music and Lyrics by Cole Porter. 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture. | 
Directed by Norman Z. McLeod. | 
Produced by Arthur Freed. 










with Marjorie Main + ZaSu Pitts + Aline 
MacMahon: Lee Bowman + Guy Kibbee 
Susan Peters « Virginia Grey + Richard 
Quine + Screen Play by Harry Ruskin 
Adaptation by Annalee Whitmore Jacoby 
4 and Thomas Seller + Founded in part 
iz on Stories by Mary Roberts Rinehart 
Directed by S. SYLVAN SIMON 
Produced by ORVILLE O. DULL 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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